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THE GOSPEL OF JESUS 
 

Are You the One? 
Luke 7:11-22 

 
I. Setting the Stage 

a. Last week – Roman Centurion sent messengers to Jesus pleading with him to heal the 
man’s servant 

i. Jesus celebrated the man’s faith – “I have not found such great faith, not even in 
Israel” 

ii. A faith that kneeled at the feet of King Jesus – acknowledged and submitted to 
Christ’s authority 

1. “I am a man placed under authority, having soldiers under me. And I say 
to one, ‘Go’, and he goes; and to another, ‘Come,’ and he comes; and to 
my servant, ‘Do this,’ and he does it.” 

iii. Jesus said “Yes! Do you see this? He gets it. This is true faith!”  
1. "Not everyone who says to Me, 'Lord, Lord,' shall enter the kingdom of 

heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in heaven.” 
2. Many today want the Kingdom without the King – the blessings of God 

without the presence of God 
a. The Kingdom doesn’t exist without the King – there is no salvation 

without submission  
iv. When the messengers arrived home, they found the servant who had been on 

death’s doorstep had been made well 
b. Today’s study starts with a man who was much worse off than the servant. Death 

wasn’t on his doorstep, it had come in and made itself at home 
Luke 7:11 Now it happened, the day after, that He went into a city called Nain; and many of His 
disciples went with Him, and a large crowd. 12 And when He came near the gate of the city, 
behold, a dead man was being carried out, the only son of his mother; and she was a widow. 
And a large crowd from the city was with her. 13 When the Lord saw her, He had compassion 
on her and said to her, “Do not weep.” 14 Then He came and touched the open coffin, and 
those who carried him stood still. And He said, “Young man, I say to you, arise.” 15 So he who 
was dead sat up and began to speak. And He presented him to his mother. 16 Then fear came 
upon all, and they glorified God, saying, “A great prophet has risen up among us”; and, “God 
has visited His people.” 

II. Crowds Collide 
a. At this point in Jesus’s ministry everywhere He went He drew a crowd – but just 

because the crowds followed Jesus didn’t mean they were followers of Jesus 
i. Churches are still drawing large crowds but that doesn’t mean they are filled with 

followers of Jesus 
ii. The authors of the gospels made a distinction between His disciples and the 

crowds 
1. As Jesus continues His ministry He makes it less and less comfortable to 

follow Him 
2. Those who were following Him for the signs and wonders begin to fall 

away but those who followed Him because of who He was stayed by His 
side 



b. As Jesus was entering the city of Nain a funeral procession was leaving the city 
i. In the midst of this procession was a woman who was noticeably disturbed – it 

was the mother of the man who had died 
ii. It was her only son and she was a widow – why did Luke chose to point these 

details out?  
1. A widower without any sons was uniquely vulnerable in the first century 
2. There were very few job opportunities for a woman like her – not only was 

she dealing with the death of her son, but she was also facing the reality 
that it was going to be very difficult provide for herself 

a. Essentially, she had lost everything, and she was alone 
b. James wrote in his letter that pure and undefiled religion is looking 

after widows and orphans in their distress and it is obvious who he 
learned this from 

iii. When Jesus saw her, He had compassion on her and said to her, “Do not weep.” 
1. He laid His hand on the coffin and the pallbearers stopped 

a. Contact with a dead body rendered a person unclean for 7 days 
b. A priest would not defile himself by paying respects unless it was 

his nearest blood relations: his father, or mother, or brother, or 
unmarried sister. They would surely not touch the coffin of a 
stranger. And a high priest was forbidden to defile himself at all with 
any corpse. 

c. But here is the great High Priest – the final High Priest – bringing 
this entire funeral procession to a halt by laying hands on the coffin 

2. Jesus said, “Young man, I say to you, arise.” And he sat up and began to 
speak. (I wish I knew what he said) 

a. Jesus presented the young man to his mother 
iv. Fear came upon the crowd 

1. Some said “A great prophet has risen up among us” and others said “God 
has visited His people 

2. That’s what happen when death and Jesus collide – God is glorified 
c. The church has been commissioned and empowered to carry on the work of Jesus 

Christ 
i. We look at this miracle and think “nothing like that can happen today” 
ii. It can. We can meet the needs of the vulnerable and exploited in our society – 

those who are lost and alone. 
1. Our nursing homes are full of men and women who would cherish an hour 

of our time 
2. Foster homes are full of children who are wondering if their lives have any 

value 
iii. Jesus may not be calling us to raise the dead but He sure is calling us look after 

the vulnerable and forgotten  
1. We could spend a lot more time on these events, but I want to spend 

some time looking at John the Baptist’s reaction to these events 
Luk 7:18-20 Then the disciples of John reported to him concerning all these things. And John, 
calling two of his disciples to him, sent them to Jesus, saying, "Are You the Coming One, or 
do we look for another?" When the men had come to Him, they said, "John the Baptist has 
sent us to You, saying, 'Are You the Coming One, or do we look for another?' " 

III.  Are You the One? 
a. At first glance, this is a really strange question coming from John the Baptist 

i. If you recall, John the Baptist had a unique calling  



ii. His very existence was a miracle. We read in Luke 1 that while his mother and 
father were “advanced in their years” and his mother was barren, and angle of 
the Lord appeared to his father Zacharis. This is what the angel said. 

iii. Luk 1:13-17  But the angel said to him, "Do not be afraid, Zacharias, for 
your prayer is heard; and your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you 
shall call his name John. And you will have joy and gladness, and many 
will rejoice at his birth. For he will be great in the sight of the Lord, and 
shall drink neither wine nor strong drink. He will also be filled with the Holy 
Spirit, even from his mother's womb. And he will turn many of the children 
of Israel to the Lord their God. He will also go before Him in the spirit and 
power of Elijah, 'TO TURN THE HEARTS OF THE FATHERS TO THE 
CHILDREN,' and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, to make ready a 
people prepared for the Lord." 

iv. This child would later be named John, and he would prepare the way for the 
coming Messiah 

b. John the Baptist (as he would later be known) prepared the way for the Messiah by 
preaching a message of repentance and baptizing those who wanted to be made right 
with God 

i. Joh 1:19-27 Now this is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent priests 
and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, "Who are you?" He confessed, and 
did not deny, but confessed, "I am not the Christ." And they asked him, 
"What then? Are you Elijah?" He said, "I am not." "Are you the Prophet?" 
And he answered, "No." Then they said to him, "Who are you, that we may 
give an answer to those who sent us? What do you say about yourself?" 
He said: "I am 'THE VOICE OF ONE CRYING IN THE WILDERNESS: "MAKE 
STRAIGHT THE WAY OF THE LORD," ' as the prophet Isaiah said." Now 
those who were sent were from the Pharisees. And they asked him, saying, 
"Why then do you baptize if you are not the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the 
Prophet?" John answered them, saying, "I baptize with water, but there 
stands One among you whom you do not know. It is He who, coming after 
me, is preferred before me, whose sandal strap I am not worthy to loose." 

ii. Joh 1:29-34 The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, 
"Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! This is He 
of whom I said, 'After me comes a Man who is preferred before me, for He 
was before me.' I did not know Him; but that He should be revealed to 
Israel, therefore I came baptizing with water." And John bore witness, 
saying, "I saw the Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and He 
remained upon Him. I did not know Him, but He who sent me to baptize 
with water said to me, 'Upon whom you see the Spirit descending, and 
remaining on Him, this is He who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.' And I have 
seen and testified that this is the Son of God." 

c. This sounds like a man who is pretty confident in Jesus’s identity 
i. What changed? Jesus has only solidified His power and authority by healing the 

sick, granting sight to the blind, and raising the dead 
ii. And that is exactly why John asks the question – one thing Luke doesn’t mention 

in his gospel is John the Baptists present condition 
Mat 11:2-3 And when John had heard in prison about the works of Christ, he sent two of his 
disciples and said to Him, "Are You the Coming One, or do we look for another?" 

IV.  John in Prison 
a. One small detail 

i. While Jesus was healing the sick, granting sight to the blind, exorcising demons, 
and now, raising the dead – John the Baptist, Jesus’s relative, His friend – the 



one who faithfully prepared the way for Him was spending his days in a cold, 
dark, damp jailcell 

ii. Why was he in there? Because there was no favoritism in his message of 
repentance – the Kingdom of God was at hand and all men needed to repent 

b. See Herod Antipas, the tetrarch of Galilee, was living in an adulterous relationship with 
his brother’s wife 

i. It seems that John wasn’t afraid of naming names  
ii. He called out Herod’s relationship for what it was – sin – John the Baptist wasn’t 

a coward – He called out the religious leaders and he called out the political 
leaders 

iii. Unfortunately, the 1st Amendment hadn’t been written yet. There was no freedom 
of speech in Galilee 

iv. Herod arrested John and threw him in prison. He wanted to kill him, but he feared 
the crowds because they thought he was a prophet 

c. Here we have a faithful man of God, a relative of Jesus Christ, a man who was 
instrumental in preparing the way for Jesus – and he has been imprisoned by an 
adulterous coward for speaking the truth 

i. What does he hear about the ministry of Jesus? – He is healing the sick, he is 
casting out demons, He is making the lame walk and the blind see, and He just 
raised a young man from the dead 

ii. Wait, what? If Jesus has the power to do that, certainly He has the power to free 
me. Didn’t He teach from the beginning that He has come to set the captives 
free? I am a literal captive!  

d. This is a place that every follower of Jesus will come to in their lives 
i. A place where we know God is sovereign, we know He is all powerful, and we 

know He is good, but our story isn’t turning out like we thought it would 
ii. We know that He can change it in an instant but He’s not and we begin to 

wonder which of those truths we’ve gotten wrong 
1. Are you really the one? 

iii. This should be an encouragement to all of us – John’s birth was divine, his 
calling was divine, he audibly heard the voice of God, He saw the hand of God 
move in spectacular ways – and even he had doubts 

1. How did Jesus respond to this question? Maybe there’s some 
encouragement in it for us 

Luk 7:20-21 When the men had come to Him, they said, "John the Baptist has sent us to You, 
saying, 'Are You the Coming One, or do we look for another?' " And that very hour He cured 
many of infirmities, afflictions, and evil spirits; and to many blind He gave sight. 

V. Prophecy Fulfilled 
a. How does Jesus answer John’s disciples? By seemingly ignoring them. He goes on 

doing what He has been doing but in rapid succession – that very hour He cured many 
of infirmities, afflictions, and evil spirits; and to many blind He gave sight. 

i. It may seem like Jesus ignored them, but He was actually answering them. Look 
at what Jesus tells them in verse 4 

Luk 7:22-23 Jesus answered and said to them, "Go and tell John the things you have seen and 
heard: that the blind see, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are 
raised, the poor have the gospel preached to them. And blessed is he who is not offended 
because of Me." 

b. How does that answer John’s question? That is the reason for John’s question! 
i. Jesus is drawing John’s attention to the prophetic words of Isaiah  
ii. The same words that Jesus read out loud in the synagogue when he began His 

earthly ministry  



iii. Luk 4:17-19 And He was handed the book of the prophet Isaiah. And when 
He had opened the book, He found the place where it was written: "THE 
SPIRIT OF THE LORD IS UPON ME, BECAUSE HE HAS ANOINTED ME TO 
PREACH THE GOSPEL TO THE POOR; HE HAS SENT ME TO HEAL THE 
BROKENHEARTED, TO PROCLAIM LIBERTY TO THE CAPTIVES AND 
RECOVERY OF SIGHT TO THE BLIND, TO SET AT LIBERTY THOSE WHO 
ARE OPPRESSED; TO PROCLAIM THE ACCEPTABLE YEAR OF THE 
LORD." 

c. How did Jesus answer John’s question? Yes, I am the one. 
i. And that is where comfort is found 
ii. I have known many believers who have suffered tragic loss, soul crushing loss 

who struggled with doubt, left asking the question why? – and as I’ve talked with 
them and listened to their stories – how they were able to press on, how they 
found comfort in the midst of the pain – this has always been the consistent 
message 

1. “We had to stop asking why and start asking who” 
2. The comfort wasn’t in the answers it was in the person – our faith doesn’t 

rest in the circumstances of our lives, it rests in the person of Jesus Christ 
iii. John the Baptist took his doubts to Jesus – are you the one? Because if you are 

the one, everything is going according to plan.  
d. Here’s the even more difficult part – John had to know that Isaiah prophesied that the 

Messiah would set the captives free 
i. John wasn’t set free – He was beheaded because Herod was a pervert who was 

attracted to his niece 
ii. But the moment John’s head was separated from his body he stepped into 

eternity – that freedom was far better than anything he could have imagined here 
on earth  

iii. When we want answers to our questions here is the only question that really 
matters? 

1. Jesus, are you the one?  


