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THE GOSPEL OF JESUS 
 

I Pledge Allegiance 
Matthew 8:5-13, Luke 7:1-10 

 
I. What is Faith? 

a. Last week Jesus concluded His Sermon on the Mount 
i. Closed with a well-known parable about two builders 

1. Parable - a simple story used to illustrate a moral or spiritual lesson 
2. Get used to them because Jesus tells a lot of them 

ii. In this parable Jesus compares someone who “hears these sayings of mine and 
does them” to a wise man who builds his house upon the rock – and the rain fell 
and the floods came and the winds blew and beat on the house and it did not fall 
because it was founded on the rock. 

iii. Then Jesus compares someone who “who hears these sayings of Mine, and 
does not do them” to a foolish man who builds his house upon the sand: and the 
rain fell and the floods came and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it 
fell. And great was its fall. 

b. Jesus is establishing something at the very beginning of His earthly ministry – He is 
defining faith  

i. Explaining what true faith and trust and belief in Him looks like 
ii. Anyone who hears My sayings and does them – not agrees with them, or nods 

their heads as I say them, or shouts amen, or quotes me on twitter or facebook 
1. He who hears my sayings and does them!  

iii. Why is it so important that we make this distinction? 
1. Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not 

believe will be condemned. - And he said to the woman, Your faith has 
saved you; go in peace. - But as many as received him, to them he gave 
power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name 
- And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the 
Son of man be lifted up: that whosoever believes in him should not perish, 
but have eternal life. - For God so loved the world, that he gave his only 
begotten Son, that whosoever believes in him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life. - He that believes on him is not condemned: but he that 
believes him not is condemned already, because he has not believed in 
the name of the only begotten Son of God. - He that believes on the Son 
has everlasting life: and he that believes not the Son shall not see life; but 
the wrath of God abides on him. - Truly, truly, I say to you, He that hears 
my word, and believes on him that sent me, has everlasting life, and shall 
not come into condemnation; but is passed from death unto life. - And 
Jesus said unto them, I am the bread of life: he that comes to me shall 
never hunger; and he that believes on me shall never thirst. 

2. If faith in Christ is the means in which we are saved – if a belief in the 
risen Savior is what carries a man out of the grace and into eternal life we 
better have a firm grasp on what true faith really is! 

c. Easy to say – “I know what faith is – I know what it means to believe in something”  



i. We need to make sure our understanding of faith is rooted in scripture and not 
shaped by our culture 

ii. Going forward we will see the subject of faith at the heart of Jesus’ earthly 
ministry – He celebrates it when He sees it, He nurtures it where it is lacking (ye 
of little faith), and He exposes it when it’s an imposter 

Mat 8:5 Now when Jesus had entered Capernaum, a centurion came to Him, pleading with 
Him, 6 saying, “Lord, my servant is lying at home paralyzed, dreadfully tormented.” 7 And 
Jesus said to him, “I will come and heal him.” 8 The centurion answered and said, “Lord, I am 
not worthy that You should come under my roof. But only speak a word, and my servant will 
be healed. 9 For I also am a man under authority, having soldiers under me. And I say to this 
one, ‘Go,’ and he goes; and to another, ‘Come,’ and he comes; and to my servant, ‘Do this,’ 
and he does it.” 10 When Jesus heard it, He marveled, and said to those who followed, 
“Assuredly, I say to you, I have not found such great faith, not even in Israel! 11 And I say to 
you that many will come from east and west, and sit down with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in 
the kingdom of heaven. 12 But the sons of the kingdom will be cast out into outer darkness. 
There will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” 13 Then Jesus said to the centurion, “Go your 
way; and as you have believed, so let it be done for you.” And his servant was healed that 
same hour. 

II. The Faith of a Centurion 
a. Centurion – junior officer in the Roman military in command of 100 men 

i. 80 of which were heavy infantryman and 20 were servants and support 
ii. Important to point out that this Centurion was a non-Jew – Gentile  

1. So far Jesus has commissioned tax collectors and fishermen to be His 
disciples, He has traveled through Samaria and interacted with a 
Samaritan woman, He has come in physical contact with a leper, He has 
healed multiple times on the sabbath, He has shared the dinner table with 
sinners, and now He is taking interest in the needs of a Roman officer – a 
man who is a part of the very military that is oppressing the Jewish people 

2. If Jesus was on the campaign trail you would fire His campaign manager 
3. He is definitely not scoring any points with the Jewish leaders 
4. Jesus is making it plain that He has come for all men – that no one is 

outside the reach of His saving grace 
b. Luke gives us a more detailed account of who this centurion was – some find difficulty in 

the differences of the two accounts, but each perspective is focused on bringing to light 
a different aspect of these events 

i. One commentator puts it – Matthew (written primarily for his Jewish brethren) 
was concerned primarily with the centurion’s faith and nationality; to him the 
messengers were irrelevant, even a distraction. But Luke (emphasizes the 
humanity of Jesus and how He was a friend to sinners) was interested in the 
man’s character and specifically in his humility: to him the messengers were a 
vital part of the story. 

Luke 7:1 Now when He concluded all His sayings in the hearing of the people, He entered 
Capernaum. 2 And a certain centurion’s servant, who was dear to him, was sick and ready to 
die. 3 So when he heard about Jesus, he sent elders of the Jews to Him, pleading with Him to 
come and heal his servant. 4 And when they came to Jesus, they begged Him earnestly, 
saying that the one for whom He should do this was deserving, 5 “for he loves our nation, and 
has built us a synagogue.” 6 Then Jesus went with them. And when He was already not far 
from the house, the centurion sent friends to Him, saying to Him, “Lord, do not trouble 
Yourself, for I am not worthy that You should enter under my roof. 7 Therefore I did not even 
think myself worthy to come to You. But say the word, and my servant will be healed. 8 For I 
also am a man placed under authority, having soldiers under me. And I say to one, ‘Go,’ and 
he goes; and to another, ‘Come,’ and he comes; and to my servant, ‘Do this,’ and he does it.” 



9 When Jesus heard these things, He marveled at him, and turned around and said to the 
crowd that followed Him, “I say to you, I have not found such great faith, not even in Israel!” 
10 And those who were sent, returning to the house, found the servant well who had been 
sick. 

c. Luke highlights the character of this centurion. He loves our nation and has built us a 
synagogue 

i. Not a stretch to assume that this man believed in the one true God – that belief 
manifested itself in a love for the Jewish people and a recognition that the 
Messiah had come 

ii. Not just a recognition of the Messiah but an understanding of the power and 
authority of the Messiah  

1. “Lord, I am not worthy that You should come under my roof. But only 
speak a word, and my servant will be healed. For I also am a man under 
authority, having soldiers under me. And I say to this one, ‘Go,’ and he 
goes; and to another, ‘Come,’ and he comes; and to my servant, ‘Do this,’ 
and he does it.” 

iii. And Jesus marveled at this – and He turned around to face the crowds and said 
“Are you guys catching this? Are you seeing this? This is faith! This is what I 
have been talking about!” 

1. “I say to you, I have not found such great faith, not even in Israel.” 
2. He wasn’t saying that He hadn’t found faith in Israel, just not to this degree 

a. Makes you wonder if this centurion was out on the boat with the 
disciples, in the middle of the storm, while Jesus was below deck 
sleeping, and the disciples started freaking out – would he have 
been the voice of reason? It sure seems so.  

d. There are only two mentions in all four gospels of Jesus marveling 
i. Here with the centurion and in Mark 6:6 when the people of Jesus’ hometown 

saw Him perform miracles and they still rejected Him 
1. “And He marveled because of their unbelief” 

ii. Jesus goes on to say to the crowds in Matthew 8 “many will come from east and 
west, and sit down with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom of 
heaven. But the sons of the kingdom will be cast out into outer darkness. There 
will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” 

1. Foreigners will place their trust in Me and will be adopted into the family of 
God but there will be those who assume they are sons by birth who will be 
cast out 

2. It wasn’t that this centurion just trusted Jesus as a healer – he trusted 
Jesus as one who has all authority over heaven and earth – he believed 
Jesus was God 

III. Two Sides of the Same Coin 
a. The centurion’s faith helps us better understand what Jesus means by faith.  

i. When you look at the Greek word we translate “faith” – specifically in Matthew 8 
– “I have not found such great faith, not even in Israel”, it is “pistis” similar to the 
Greek word “pisteuo” which we translate belief (John 3:16 whoever believes in 
Him) – reliance, assurance, loyalty, and fidelity  

ii. A more helpful translation would be allegiance 
iii. This makes far more sense in light of the reality that we are part of the Kingdom 

of God and Jesus is our King 
1. Faith in king Jesus means allegiance to king Jesus – saving faith is saying 

yes with our lives  
2. Mar 8:34-38 When He had called the people to Himself, with His disciples 

also, He said to them, "Whoever desires to come after Me, let him deny 



himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me. For whoever desires to 
save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake and the 
gospel's will save it. For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole 
world, and loses his own soul? Or what will a man give in exchange for his 
soul? For whoever is ashamed of Me and My words in this adulterous and 
sinful generation, of him the Son of Man also will be ashamed when He 
comes in the glory of His Father with the holy angels." 

a. This is the language of faithfulness, loyalty, and fidelity – adultery is 
unfaithfulness and Jesus used this kind of terminology often to 
describe an unbelieving people 

b. When the people said they would believe if Jesus performed a 
miracle “A wicked and adulterous generation looks for a sign” 

b. That is where we often miss it as a culture 
i. In our Western civilization belief, faith, hope, and trust take on a different 

meaning 
ii. Can you make it tonight? I believe so. Is he going to be okay? I hope so. 

1. Belief is often just a mental nod, an intellectual agreement – subscribing to 
a set of stated beliefs 

2. Here is the problem with that – our stated beliefs are not always our actual 
beliefs 

a. Story of a daredevil crossing a cable over Niagara Falls – asked the 
crowd “who believes I can walk across this cable to the other side?” 
The crowd of course yelled “we do!” – Grab a wheelbarrow – “with 
this wheelbarrow?” “We do!” “With a man inside of it?” “We do!!!” 
“Do I have any volunteers?” Silence 

b. Faith is saying yes with our lives, not just with our words. 
iii. Remember Jesus’s teaching just before the parable of the wise and foolish man 
iv. Matt 7:21-23 “Not everyone who says to Me ‘Lord, Lord’ will shall enter the 

kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of my Father. Many will say to 
Me in that day, 'Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Your name, cast out 
demons in Your name, and done many wonders in Your name?' And then I 
will declare to them, 'I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice 
lawlessness!' 

1. Then Jesus says who ever hear these sayings of mine and does them – 
he is like a wise man who builds house on the rock.  

2. Jesus makes no distinction between belief and obedience because it is 
one in the same  

v. A.W. Tozer  "The Bible recognizes no faith that does not lead to obedience, nor 
does it recognize any obedience that does not spring from faith. The two are at 
opposite sides of the same coin.”  

c. That is why it is essential that we have a clear understanding of Biblical faith, belief and 
trust as Jesus defines it, not how our culture defines it 

i. It is not a mental affirmation, it is not a feeling, it is a confidence in God and in 
turn, submission to the authority of His Word  

d. Have you submitted your life to the authority of King Jesus? 


