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THE GOSPEL OF JESUS 
 

MATTHEW 07:24-29 
DO YOU MAKE WISE CHOICES OR FOOLISH ONES? 

I. INTRODUCTION 

A. Matthew 7:24–26 (NKJV) — 24 “Therefore whoever hears these sayings of Mine, 
and does them, I will liken him to a wise man who built his house on the rock: 25 
and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that 
house; and it did not fall, for it was founded on the rock. 26 “But everyone who 
hears these sayings of Mine, and does not do them, will be like a foolish man who 
built his house on the sand:  

1. For our teaching, this is our introduction, but for Jesus, this is pretty much as 
conclusion of “these sayings of Mine”. 
a) So, as a brief recap: what “sayings” is He referring to? 

 
B. For that we need to go back a couple chapters: 

1. In the “be-attitudes” Jesus showed us how to be blessed: 
a) First we need to be deeply aware that we are spiritually lost and separated 

from God. 
(1) Pride keeps us from admitting that, so we need to meek, gentle, 

and humble.  And desire the Lord with all our heart. 
b) We need to be peacemakers as much as we possibly can! 

(1) Along with being this kind of human being, we need to know that it 
will not be easy and some will hate us for it. 
(a) We are suppose to “turn the other cheek” and walk away 

from a fight instead of running head-long into it. 
(b) We are supposed to show love even to our enemies. 

Because it shines light on Jesus. 
(c) But we need to keep our eyes on the “long term” goal.   That 

our reward is not here in this life – it is in the next. 
c) He told us that we “are the light of the world” and we need to “let that 

light so shine before men” so that they may see our hope in and love for 
the Lord. 

d) He reminded the “religious” among us that “righteousness” in not in 
religion.  It is Jesus! 

e) He has told us elsewhere that we can be angry, but to not let that lead us 
into sin. 
(1) And in order to keep that “flow” of the Holy Spirit going between us 

and Himself, we need to forgive others and work things out before 
things get out of hand. 

f) He reminded us that adultery is more than just sex with someone other 
than your spouse, because sin is a killer! 
(1) It even compares it to the loss of an eye or a hand and says that it 

is even better to lose those that to miss eternity with Jesus. 
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g) He told us to not take oaths nor make promises in His name, but if we 

do, we supposed to keep them. 
(1) And that especially holds true for Christians and our commitment to 

our marriage. 
(a) Remember, stood before man, and the Lord and made a 

covenant in His name! 
h) He taught us how to pray: quietly, privately, and without “vain 

repetitions”. 
(1) …To ask for forgiveness and to grant it to others that have hurt us. 

i) He said when we fast to clean up and not draw attention to ourselves. 
j) He taught how to invest in what matters and treasure what is really 

important, and most of that is not things of this world. 
k) He told us not to worry, because if we focus on what on Him and His 

kingdom, he will take care of us. 
l) He told us to be slow to judge, but if we do, use the Lord measuring stick 

and not our own!  In other word His righteousness and not self-
righteousness. 

m) He told us to “ask” and trust that He will answer. 
n) And we spend some time last week looking at the narrow and wide gate.  

(1) He instructed us to choose the narrow one that leads to life! 
o) Lastly He said you can’t fake it! 

(1) Truth is truth and a lie is a lie! 
(a) Good fruit comes from a good tree and kind for kind = figs 

from fig and grapes from grapes. 
(b) Believing in a lie doesn’t make it truth! 

p) And finally – believing that you know the Lord and are saved doesn’t make 
it true.  The truth of that statement is on what fruit you are producing as a 
result of being plugged in to Jesus! 
 

C. Whew!  That is a lot of “sayings”. 

1. So, He give is the choice of the two paths once again: 
a) Right from wrong, wisdom or foolishness, the choice is ours. 
b) So please understand one is life and the other is death. 

2. Let me repeat Matthew 7:24–26 (NKJV) — 24 “Therefore whoever hears 
these sayings of Mine, and does them, I will liken him to a wise man who 
built his house on the rock: 25 and the rain descended, the floods came, 
and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it did not fall, for it was 
founded on the rock. 26 “But everyone who hears these sayings of Mine, 
and does not do them, will be like a foolish man who built his house on the 
sand: 
 

II. JAMES 1:5 (NKJV) — 5 IF ANY OF YOU LACKS WISDOM, LET HIM ASK OF GOD, WHO 
GIVES TO ALL LIBERALLY AND WITHOUT REPROACH, AND IT WILL BE GIVEN TO HIM.  

A. We know what education is.  We know what degrees are. We know what MBA’s and 
Doctorates are, but is wisdom the same thing? 

1. This is kinda like what we learned in school, “a horse is an animal but not all 
animals are horses.” 
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a) In other words, a person could have all of that education AND have 

wisdom also.  HOWEVER one does not equate to the other! 
2. Look at James1:5 again. 

a) True wisdom comes from God, so we must ask him for it. 
b) We also have to be humble enough to know that we don’t know 

everything, and ask for that wisdom. 
(1) And the Lord will pour it on! 

 
B. There is a worldly wisdom but it cannot be trusted: 

1. 1 Corinthians 3:19 (NKJV) — 19 For the wisdom of this world is foolishness 
with God. For it is written, “He catches the wise in their own craftiness”;  

2. 1 Corinthians 2:6 (NKJV) — 6 However, we speak wisdom among those 
who are mature, yet not the wisdom of this age, nor of the rulers of this 
age, who are coming to nothing.  

3. James 3:15 (NKJV) — 15 This wisdom does not descend from above, but is 
earthly, sensual, demonic.  

4. 1 Corinthians 2:13 (NKJV) — 13 These things we also speak, not in words 
which man’s wisdom teaches but which the Holy Spirit teaches, comparing 
spiritual things with spiritual.  
 

III. CONCLUSION 

A. Almost every year we hear of deaths from flooding in parts of the United States and 
elsewhere. 

1. We have even received those warnings ourselves recently. (It seems people in 
Arizona like to cross river beds when they are flooding.) Talk about a lack of 
wisdom! 
a) And it is pretty much expected that a house or two will fall off a cliff in 

California because someone wanted and ocean view and built too close to 
the edge. 
(1) Then, when the rains came down – so did their house! 
(2) A beautiful house built on a bad foundation is a bad decision.  It is 

foolishness. 
(a) This world and most of the people in it are more concerned 

with that beautiful house and the gorgeous view that they are 
building it to last. 

2. Did you know that Today, 844 million people – 1 in 9 – lack access to safe water 
and 2.3 billion people – 1 in 3 – lack access to a toilet. https://water.org/our-
impact/water-crisis/ 
a) Every 2 minutes a child dies from a water-related disease. https://water.org/our-

impact/water-crisis/ 
b) 795 million people in the world do not have enough food to be healthy! 

http://www.foodaidfoundation.org/world-hunger-statistics.html 
(1) The world is making some pretty bad decisions. 

(a) The truly sad part is they are trying to solve those problems 
with the same worldly wisdom that got us here in the first 
place! 

(b) A wise man MUST build his house on the rock: 
(i) OK, that makes sense, that is why we build houses on 

cement foundations, right? 
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(ii) Did you know that the more unstable the ground is, 

the deeper you have to go with the foundation? 
(a) I was at a Pastor’s conference in Murrieta right 

after they opened the building right next to the 
pond. 

(b) It took forever to get the building approved and 
built because they had to go something like 30 
feet deep with the pylons because the ground 
was so unstable there by the pond. 

(iii) Psalm 71:1–3 (NKJV) — 1 In You, O LORD, I put my 
trust; Let me never be put to shame. 2 Deliver me 
in Your righteousness, and cause me to escape; 
Incline Your ear to me, and save me. 3 Be my 
strong refuge, To which I may resort continually; 
You have given the commandment to save me, 
For You are my rock and my fortress. 
  

B. James 3:13–18 (NKJV) — 13 Who is wise and understanding among you? Let him 
show by good conduct that his works are done in the meekness of wisdom. 14 
But if you have bitter envy and self-seeking in your hearts, do not boast and lie 
against the truth. 15 This wisdom does not descend from above, but is earthly, 
sensual, demonic. 16 For where envy and self-seeking exist, confusion and every 
evil thing are there. 17 But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then 
peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality 
and without hypocrisy. 18 Now the fruit of righteousness is sown in peace by 
those who make peace.  

1. This is true wisdom! 
2. Matthew 7:28–29 (NKJV) — 28 And so it was, when Jesus had ended these 

sayings, that the people were astonished at His teaching, 29 for He taught 
them as one having authority, and not as the scribes. 

 


