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THE NARROW MINDED CHRISTIAN  

MATTHEW 07:13-20 

 

I. INTRODUCTION 
 

A. Webster’s Dictionary gives the definition of narrow-minded as this: “lacking in 

tolerance or breadth of vision : PETTY” 

 
1. It also give some synonyms for the phrase: bigoted,  illiberal,  intolerant,  

narrow,  prejudiced,  small-minded 
2.  And the antonyms of course are: broad-minded,  liberal,  open-minded,  

tolerant,  unprejudiced 
a) Isn’t it interesting that we hear a lot of these words tossed around today in 

normal conversations, and particularly on social media? 
b) And let’s be honest, when you heard the phrase “narrow minded”, do think 

of it in a positive or negative? 
 

Over and over again, I find myself dialoguing on this particular point with unbelievers who say, “We like Jesus, 

but we reject the exclusive mentality you propagate.” Why do people feel this way? I suggest to you it is 

because our culture—our generation in particular—is more interested in equality than in truth. We are more 

afraid of being thought prejudiced or bigoted than of being wrong. We are scared to death of being labeled 

narrow-minded.  Jon Courson (Why One Way?) Topical Study – From Logos Software 

B. In this teaching I would like to posit that the Bible is narrow-minded, that the Gospel is 
narrow-minded, and that Jesus, yes, even Jesus is narrow-minded! 
 
1. Now if you are a “religious” person, that has to rock your world. 

a) Because it takes the Bible and Jesus, (which we see as positive), and puts 
them in a juxtaposition with what we view as negative.  Narrow-
mindedness! 
(1) Well, we know that the Bible and Jesus are not wrong, so, could it 

be that being “narrow-minded” is not always a bad thing? 
(2) Could it be that there are certain things and times where it is 

actually Godly and good? 
(a) Let’s take a look at what God’s word has to say about this 

and see if we can validate any of it. 
 

II. MATTHEW 7:13–14 (NKJV) — 13 “ENTER BY THE NARROW GATE; FOR WIDE IS THE 
GATE AND BROAD IS THE WAY THAT LEADS TO DESTRUCTION, AND THERE ARE 
MANY WHO GO IN BY IT. 14 BECAUSE NARROW IS THE GATE AND DIFFICULT IS THE 
WAY WHICH LEADS TO LIFE, AND THERE ARE FEW WHO FIND IT.  
 

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/petty
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/bigoted
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/illiberal
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/intolerant
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/narrow
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/prejudiced
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/small-minded
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/broad-minded
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/liberal
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/open-minded
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/tolerant
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/unprejudiced
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A. This seems pretty “narrow” to me!  But the way that “narrow is used here is not 

negative at all. 
 
1. In fact, it is states that although the “narrow” way is difficult – it leads to life! 
2. And that is contrasted with the wide, broad, easy and comfortable path, that 

leads to destruction. 
a) Jesus makes it perfectly clear that there is right way to live and a wrong 

way to live.  Not a “choose your own adventure.” 
(1) Do other scriptures support this idea? 

(a) LUKE 13:22-28 And He went through the cities and 
villages, teaching, and journeying toward Jerusalem. 
23 Then one said to Him, “Lord, are there few who are 
saved?” And He said to them, 24 “Strive to enter 
through the narrow gate, for many, I say to you, will 
seek to enter and will not be able. 25 When once the 
Master of the house has risen up and shut the door, and 
you begin to stand outside and knock at the door, 
saying, ‘Lord, Lord, open for us,’ and He will answer and 
say to you, ‘I do not know you, where you are from,’ 
26 then you will begin to say, ‘We ate and drank in Your 
presence, and You taught in our streets.’ 27 But He will 
say, ‘I tell you I do not know you, where you are from. 
Depart from Me, all you workers of iniquity.’ 28 There will 
be weeping and gnashing of teeth, when you see 
Abraham and Isaac and Jacob and all the prophets in 
the kingdom of God, and yourselves thrust out. 
(i) Joh 14:6  Jesus said to him (Thomas), "I am the 

way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the 
Father except through Me. 
(a) The Bible, and specifically Jesus makes it 

VERY clear there is one way, one path, one 
choice that is the correct choice.  Why? 
(i) 13…wide is the gate and broad is the 

way that leads to destruction, and 
there are many who go in by it. 
 

To quote Pastor Jon Courson again:   I went down the Rogue River in Oregon in a jet boat one summer, and 

when we came to Hell’s Gate, the water seemed so tranquil with rock canyons on either side. But our guide 

said, “The water below you right now is one hundred fifty feet-deep, and because the river is channeled into 

such a small area, it is incredibly powerful.” When filming the John Wayne movie Rooster Cogburn, one of the 

scenes called for a guy to jump from one of the cliffs at Hell’s Gate into this 150-feet deep pool of water. The 

stunt man studied the currents and found that about four or five feet below the seeming tranquility of the 

surface, there were whirlpools that could have sucked him straight down. Although this stunt man was paid 

$150,000 for one jump, afterward, he said he would never do it again.1  

 

 

1 Courson, J. (2003). Jon Courson’s Application Commentary (p. 42). Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson. 

verseid:43.14.6
https://ref.ly/logosres/crsnappcom?ref=Bible.Mt7.13-14&off=268&ctx=re+be+that+find+it.%0a~I+went+down+the+Rogu
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b) The majority of the world chooses the path of least resistance. 
c) Remember what Jon Courson said: “our culture—our generation in 

particular—is more interested in equality than in truth. We are more afraid 
of being thought prejudiced or bigoted than of being wrong. We are scared 
to death of being labeled narrow-minded.”2 
(1) It seems that our culture today is not very good at looking “down 

the road” very far. 
(2) We make life changing decisions on the spur of the moment and 

based on how we feel at the time, without considering what that 
decision may cost us or those we love - down the line. 
(a) That mindset and attitude is pretty normal for a young 

inexperienced person, but not for an adult. 
(b) Don’t they call that “adulting” today? 

(i) ADULTING IS HARD! 
(ii) Why choose a narrow, difficult way to live and be 

disliked when I can be care-free, party, get along with 
everybody and have everyone like me. 

(iii) I mean I can either have 100 followers on social 
media or I can 200,000 – DUH! 

(3) I get it, but just like Hell’s Gate – the smooth water is deceiving. 
(a) If you get in deep enough, it will kill you. 

(i) Living this way, will lead to spiritual death. 
 

B. Now, it would seem to be pretty obvious telling these two choices apart, but let’s see 
what scripture says. 

 
III. MATTHEW 7:15–20 (NKJV) — 15 “BEWARE OF FALSE PROPHETS, WHO COME TO YOU 

IN SHEEP’S CLOTHING, BUT INWARDLY THEY ARE RAVENOUS WOLVES. 16 YOU 
WILL KNOW THEM BY THEIR FRUITS. DO MEN GATHER GRAPES FROM 
THORNBUSHES OR FIGS FROM THISTLES? 17 EVEN SO, EVERY GOOD TREE BEARS 
GOOD FRUIT, BUT A BAD TREE BEARS BAD FRUIT. 18 A GOOD TREE CANNOT BEAR 
BAD FRUIT, NOR CAN A BAD TREE BEAR GOOD FRUIT. 19 EVERY TREE THAT DOES 
NOT BEAR GOOD FRUIT IS CUT DOWN AND THROWN INTO THE FIRE. 20 THEREFORE 
BY THEIR FRUITS YOU WILL KNOW THEM.  
 
A. In a word that accepts “gender confusion” as the norm and wants you and I believe that 

it is truth, in a world that calls right wrong and wrong right, in a world that is twisting 
EVERYTHING to fit in this broad path.  These verses seem pretty clear to me. 
 
1. Grapes come from grapes, and figs come from figs. 
2. A good healthy tree bears good fruit and a sickly, dying tree had no fruit and is 

cut down and used for fire-wood. 
a) These things are pretty discernable. 

(1) So should be choosing Jesus, but remember there are a lot of 
people on the wrong path and lot of people tempting you to follow 
along! 

 

 

2 Courson, J. (2003). Jon Courson’s Application Commentary (p. 45). Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/crsnappcom?ref=Bible.Mt7.28-29&off=2299&ctx=o+you+it+is+because+~our+culture%E2%80%94our+gene
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IV. CONCLUSION 
 

A. 1 John 2:15–18 (NKJV) — 15 Do not love the world or the things in the world. If 
anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 16 For all that is in 
the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life—is not of 
the Father but is of the world. 17 And the world is passing away, and the lust of it; 
but he who does the will of God abides forever. 18 Little children, it is the last 
hour; and as you have heard that the Antichrist is coming, even now many 
antichrists have come, by which we know that it is the last hour.  

 

1. We MUST ask ourselves what path we are on! 
a) If it is the wrong one – we need to make a “direction correction”. 
b) If all the people you hang out with are on the same path, you might want 

to take a second look. 
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