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ABIDE AND ASK  
MATTHEW 07:07-11 

 
I. INTRODUCTION 
 

A. Pastor David Guzik said in his commentary on this section of scripture, “The Christian is 
called to unconditionally love. But the Christian is not called to unconditional approval. 
We really can love people who do things that should not be approved of.” 
 
1. And as we have seen from previous teachings, it is a mistake to think that 

Christians should not judge! 
a) However, they are to judge “rightly” to put it another way, they are to judge 

righteously and that cannot be done successfully and consistently without 
Jesus. 

 

B. As we continue with THE GOSPEL OF JESUS in the Sermon on the Mount, the first 
thing we look at in this teaching, is the heart we should have when we ask things of the 
Lord in our prayers. 
 

II. MAT 7:7-8 (NKJV)  "ASK, AND IT WILL BE GIVEN TO YOU; SEEK, AND YOU WILL FIND; 
KNOCK, AND IT WILL BE OPENED TO YOU.  [8]  FOR EVERYONE WHO ASKS 
RECEIVES, AND HE WHO SEEKS FINDS, AND TO HIM WHO KNOCKS IT WILL BE 
OPENED. 

 

A. I pray that we all see the open invitation from the Lord to keep on asking, seeking, and 
knocking! 

 

1. Have you ever asked someone a question and really didn’t even listen for an 
answer? 
a) Perhaps not even cared if they answered?  Our thoughts had already 

moved on to something else. 
2. But when we are really serious about something, we can be pretty persistent. 

a) My first thoughts on this were: when I go to Becky and ask if she has seen 
something that I can’t find. 
(1) If it is important to me, based on the information she has given me, 

I seek to find it! 
(a) I head to where “we” might thing it is, and I start dismantling 

everything in site until I find it. 
(b) If I still can’t find it – I go back to Becky and “knock” a little 

harder – asking even more questions regarding what I am 
looking for. 

3. I trust that you can see here the progressive intensity in my search! 
a) This is the point Jesus is trying to make – ASK, SEEK, KNOCK and KEEP 

KNOCKING! 
(1) If we do not care much for what we are praying about, why should 

He? 
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(a) Please don’t take this as Jesus not caring about our 

prayers, He does!  But He wants them to be real, intentional, 
and passionate. 
(i) If you have small children, you get this when your kids 

want candy an ice cream! 
(ii) Then He goes on to tell us ”why”, the Lord answers 

this kind of prayer. 
 

III. MAT 7:9-11 (NKJV)  OR WHAT MAN IS THERE AMONG YOU WHO, IF HIS SON ASKS 
FOR BREAD, WILL GIVE HIM A STONE?  [10]  OR IF HE ASKS FOR A FISH, WILL HE 
GIVE HIM A SERPENT?  [11]  IF YOU THEN, BEING EVIL, KNOW HOW TO GIVE GOOD 
GIFTS TO YOUR CHILDREN, HOW MUCH MORE WILL YOUR FATHER WHO IS IN 
HEAVEN GIVE GOOD THINGS TO THOSE WHO ASK HIM! 
 
A. The Lord’s love and patience for His children is FAR beyond what we could ever 

imagine, so He brings it down to level that anyone can understand – a parent and their 
child. 

 

1. [9] (NKJV)  Or what man is there among you who, if his son asks for bread, 
will give him a stone? 
a) Unless you are a horrible sadistic parent, who would do that? 

(1) If you child is hungry and asks for a simple slice of bread – who in 
their right mind would thing that a rock would be a viable 
substitute? 
(a) If we pray to the Lord in sincerity He is not “random” in His 

answer to that prayer.  He answers in kind.  We can trust 
that. 

(2) And the same holds true for verse 10. 
2. [10] (NKJV)  Or if he asks for a fish, will he give him a serpent? 

a) The Lord’s answer to our prayer is very intentional and specific. 
(1) It is extremely wrong thinking to believe that the Lord didn’t hear 

nor care about our prayer.  That is from the enemy! 
(2) He ALWAYS answers sincere prayer – though it may not be the 

answer we wanted. 
3. [11]  If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, 

how much more will your Father who is in heaven give good things to 
those who ask Him! 
a) A good parent LOVES to give good things to their children.  It brings them 

great joy! 
(1) satan loves it when we transfer bad human characteristics to the 

Lord. 
(a) Some of us have been victims of bad fathers – but that is 

NOT the Lord and He is holy. 
(b) Jesus is saying here that even most earthy, sinful fathers, 

love their kid and want to do well for them. 
(i) How much more so from a Father that is righteous 

and holy. 
(a) So…….ask. 

4. I want to give you a few more scriptures on this subject of “asking” in our prayer 
life: 
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a) Mat 18:19 "Again I say to you that if two of you agree on earth 

concerning anything that they ask, it will be done for them by My 
Father in heaven. 

b) Mat 21:22 And whatever things you ask in prayer, believing, you will 
receive." 

c) Mar 11:24 Therefore I say to you, whatever things you ask when you 
pray, believe that you receive them, and you will have them. 

d) Joh 14:13 And whatever you ask in My name, that I will do, that the 
Father may be glorified in the Son. 14 If you ask anything in My 
name, I will do it. 

e) Joh 15:7 If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, you 
will ask what you desire, and it shall be done for you. 
(1) John 15 gives a little more clarity on the answers to our prayers. 

(a) Do you see the “if” condition in verse 7? 
(b) And man or woman that is abiding in Jesus and has hidden 

His words in their hearts that they might not sin against Him 
will be very intentional, specific and passionate in their 
prayers. 

(c) They will be very careful to pray with the heart of the Lord. 
5. James gives us even more clarity for having our prayers answered. And he 

begins with asking for wisdom. 
a) Jas 1:5-8 (NKJV)  If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who 

gives to all liberally and without reproach, and it will be given to 
him.  [6]  But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for he who doubts 
is like a wave of the sea driven and tossed by the wind.  [7]  For let 
not that man suppose that he will receive anything from the 
Lord;  [8]  he is a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways. 
(1) Please understand that the “no doubting” mentioned here is NOT a 

magic formula for getting what we want. 
(2) The “no doubting” is not doubting that the Lord will answer and of 

the goodness of His heart.  And that might be a “NO!” 
b) Jas 4:1-6 (NKJV)  Where do wars and fights come from among you? 

Do they not come from your desires for pleasure that war in your 
members?  [2]  You lust and do not have. You murder and covet and 
cannot obtain. You fight and war. Yet you do not have because you 
do not ask.  [3]  You ask and do not receive, because you ask amiss, 
that you may spend it on your pleasures.  [4]  Adulterers and 
adulteresses! Do you not know that friendship with the world is 
enmity with God? Whoever therefore wants to be a friend of the 
world makes himself an enemy of God.  [5]  Or do you think that the 
Scripture says in vain, "The Spirit who dwells in us yearns 
jealously"?  [6]  But He gives more grace. Therefore He says: "GOD 
RESISTS THE PROUD, BUT GIVES GRACE TO THE HUMBLE." 
 

IV. CONCLUSION 
 
A. I certainly do not wish to find myself on the opposite side of God! 

 

1. But if I choose to be a carnal man – that is where I will find myself 
a) My prayers will be selfish, my marriage will be hindered and I will always 

feel like I am in an up-hill battle with everything I do! 
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(1) And you know what?  I just may be. 
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