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THE GOSPEL OF JESUS 
 

The Christian Life, Part 3 
Spiritual Eyes 

 
I. Salt and the Light 

a. Coming to the end of Jesus’s Sermon on the Mount 
i. Direct response to thousands of years of empty religion 
ii. Religious systems created by man, the law of God twisted so much that it was 

now unrecognizable  
iii. The message – “What the Pharisee’s represent is not true righteousness, it is not 

Godliness, it is carnal, worldly, and sinful” 
1. Jesus sets the record straight - “This is the Kingdom of God, this is 

righteousness, this is God’s heart towards mankind” 
2. Seems pretty straightforward but it would be a difficult thing for the people 

to hear – their entire lives revolved around a broken system of religious 
tradition 

b. What we have learned so far: 
i. Salvation begins with recognizing our lack – we are poor, hungry, and broken – 

and unable to do anything about it 
1. Once we take our need to Jesus – we are filled, comforted – the Kingdom 

of God is given to us! We become part of the family. 
ii. As God’s children, we are the salt and light of this world (central theme of the 

Sermon on the Mount) 
1. Let your good works shine before men so that they may glorify your Father 

in Heaven 
2. We are a revelation to the lost and a reminder to the church 

iii. The righteousness of the Pharisees is lacking - unless your righteousness 
exceeds the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, you will by no means 
enter the kingdom of heaven. 

1. Jesus explains how the righteousness of the children of God exceeds the 
righteousness of religious elite 

iv. The Pharisees are concerned with how they appear – God is concerned about 
who you are 

1. The Pharisees say “Do not murder” but I say if you have hatred in your 
heart for you brother you have committed murder in your heart 

2. They say do not commit adultery but I say if you have lusted after a 
woman you have already committed adultery  

3. They say love your neighbor and hate your enemy, I say love your enemy 
and bless those who curse you 

a. Loving those who love you is common – Loving your enemy is 
supernatural – brings a bit of Heaven to earth  

4. The Pharisees do their good works in front of men to be praised by them – 
they blow a trumpet when they tithe, they pray loudly on the street 
corners, when they fast they make themselves look sad and frail, 
contorting their faces 



a. I say to you – be comfortable in obscurity – a child of God wants 
His Father to get the glory – wants to decrease so that He may 
increase  

c. Last week we saw that a child of God views material things much different then the 
world 

i. Jesus is concerned with the heart and with the eyes 
ii. Who we are at our core and how we perceive the world around us 

1. Mat 6:22-23 ”The lamp of the body is the eye. If therefore your eye is 
good, your whole body will be full of light. But if your eye is bad, 
your whole body will be full of darkness. If therefore the light that is 
in you is darkness, how great is that darkness! 

iii. As a new creation in Christ we have the capacity to view this world through His 
eyes 

1. Looking for opportunities to give, to bless, to encourage, to build up – 
using the resources we have been given to glorify God – investing in His 
Kingdom 

2. The carnal man looks for opportunities to take – and once we get what we 
want it is never enough – leads to a life of perpetual disappointment and 
dissatisfaction 

a. Moth and rust destroy, and thieves break in and steal  
b. Life of anxiety and worry because none of our investments are safe 

iv. All this review sets the stage for the section of Jesus’s Sermon on the Mount that 
is often taken out of context 

1. Context in scripture is everything 
Mat 7:1-6 “Judge not, that you be not judged. For with what judgment you judge, you will be 
judged; and with the measure you use, it will be measured back to you. And why do you look 
at the speck in your brother's eye, but do not consider the plank in your own eye? Or how can 
you say to your brother, 'Let me remove the speck from your eye'; and look, a plank is in your 
own eye? Hypocrite! First remove the plank from your own eye, and then you will see clearly 
to remove the speck from your brother's eye. "Do not give what is holy to the dogs; nor cast 
your pearls before swine, lest they trample them under their feet, and turn and tear you in 
pieces. 

II. Right Judgement 
a. Judgement – a curse word in our post-modern age. No surprise this verse is a favorite 

for those who want to shrug of any sense of constraint or accountability that they feel 
the church, or parents, or friends want to place on them 

i. Is that what Jesus meant? No one has any right to speak into someone else’s 
life, ever? 

ii. Or is the statement something we should ignore completely as we continue to 
judge people’s worth on a scale of our own making 

iii. It is absolutely critical that we get this right as a church – that we learn to judge 
correctly 

1. A critical spirit is a cancer within the body of Christ – so is a passive 
attitude towards habitual sin  

iv. As with so many Biblical truths the enemy is more than happy to allow us to live 
at either of these extremes 

1. We’ve got to find the balance that only the Word of God provides  
b. Let’s first dispel this myth – What Jesus isn’t saying 

i. He is not saying we should never speak into someone else’s life or make a 
decision based on the evidence that is presented to us 

1. That is ultimately what a judgement is correct?  Coming to a conclusion 
based on the information we have been given 



2. Example – a young man shows up at your front door to take your daughter 
on a date. His eyes are blood shot, he’s slurring his words, he smells like 
cheap whiskey, and he is parked in your lawn. 

a. Well, Jesus said not to judge so “Honey! Your date is here!” 
ii. Jesus isn’t saying don’t judge – He is saying judge correctly, judge rightly - First 

remove the plank from your own eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the 
speck from your brother's eye. 

1. Joh 7:24  Do not judge according to appearance, but judge with 
righteous judgment." 

c. If we are to be the salt and the light – if we are to be a revelation and a reminder of 
God’s goodness we have to perceive things correctly 

i. So, there is a distinction between right judgement - seeing the people around us 
and ourselves through Jesus’s eyes of understanding and wrong judgement - 
seeing people through our own fogged up, sin stained eyes understanding 

ii. 1Co 2:14-16 But the natural man does not receive the things of the Spirit of 
God, for they are foolishness to him; nor can he know them, because they 
are spiritually discerned. But he who is spiritual judges all things, yet he 
himself is rightly judged by no one. For "WHO HAS KNOWN THE MIND OF 
THE LORD THAT HE MAY INSTRUCT HIM?" But we have the mind of Christ. 

1. God has given us the ability to discern between right and wrong, He has 
given us wisdom and understanding – and to ignore that gift is to lose our 
flavor, to hide our light 

2. The wisdom of God must be shared – Godly council is life giving 
iii. In Galatians Paul tells us if a brother is overtaken by sin to restore him in a spirit 

of meekness considering yourself that you are also easily tempted 
d. Correct judgement, Godly discernment is clothed in humility, it comes with the 

understand that we are all weak, all prone to wander 
III. The Plank 

a. What gets in the way of right judgement? 
i. What keeps us from perceiving others correctly – viewing them through the eyes 

of Christ?  
ii. When we have a massive beam obstructing our view 

1. Three planks that obscure our vision and get in the way of seeing things 
through Spiritual eyes 

2. We have to identify them, so we can remove them 
b. Self-righteous judgements 

i. Luk 18:9-14 Also He spoke this parable to some who trusted in themselves 
that they were righteous, and despised others: "Two men went up to the 
temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. The Pharisee 
stood and prayed thus with himself, 'God, I thank You that I am not like 
other men—extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this tax collector. I 
fast twice a week; I give tithes of all that I possess.' And the tax collector, 
standing afar off, would not so much as raise his eyes to heaven, but beat 
his breast, saying, 'God, be merciful to me a sinner!' I tell you, this man 
went down to his house justified rather than the other; for everyone who 
exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be 
exalted." 

ii. There is a sinful mindset that can creep into the mind of a believer as the Lord 
begins to clean them up and set them free – “I am glad that I am not like them” 

1. That is the quickest way to cover up your light and lose your flavor in this 
world 



2. Throughout human history there has been caste systems – official and 
unofficial – a scale of human worth based on artificial qualifications – the 
family you are born into, your net worth, your attractiveness, your talents 

a. That caste system can creep into the church – your personality and 
charisma, your spiritual gift, your knowledge of the Word, how 
much you serve 

3. If are constantly sizing people up, determining their value, we minds well 
have a redwood sticking out of our eye socket 

iii. This sliding scale of an individual’s worth has no place in the church – there is no 
such thing as the haves and have nots in the Kingdom of God – we are all 
sinners in desperate need of the saving grace of God 

c. Hypocritical judgements 
i. A word Jesus often uses to describe the scribes and the Pharisees – this kind of 

hypocrisy is on full display in John 12 
ii. Joh 12:3-6 Then Mary took a pound of very costly oil of spikenard, anointed 

the feet of Jesus, and wiped His feet with her hair. And the house was filled 
with the fragrance of the oil. But one of His disciples, Judas Iscariot, 
Simon's son, who would betray Him, said, "Why was this fragrant oil not 
sold for three hundred denarii and given to the poor?" This he said, not 
that he cared for the poor, but because he was a thief, and had the money 
box; and he used to take what was put in it. 

1. Do you see what is at work here? Selfish desires clothed in righteousness  
2. Often times our “spiritual judgements” are not spiritual at all but simply a 

matter of personal preference 
a. It is a dangerous thing when we make personal preferences 

doctrinal absolutes (musical styles i.e. rap, dress code, order of 
service, style of service, etc) 

b. Some of you have come out of religious circles that were bound up 
in the traditions of man – it is suffocating 

d. Superficial judgements 
i. I believe first impressions are overrated – (you never get a second chance to 

make a first impression) 
1. First impressions are often wrong – that phrase really means you never 

get a second chance to make someone think you are something that 
you’re really not 

ii. We are all limited in our understanding – our understanding of people and our 
understanding of circumstances is a lacking  

1. Despite that, we are prone to make rash judgements based on superficial 
information 

2. Samuel, God’s prophet, God’s representative did this very thing  
3. In 1st Samuel 16, Samuel was morning the kind of king Saul had turned 

into and God said to him, “How long are you going to morn for Saul? I’ve 
rejected him as king. Fill your horn with oil, I’m sending you to Jesse’s 
house because I have chosen one of his sons to be king. You are to 
anoint for me the one I indicate.” 

a. Samuel goes to Jesse’s house and when he sees Eliab Jesse’s 
oldest son he thinks, “Surely the Lord’s anointed stands here before 
the Lord.” 

b. But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not consider his appearance or 
his height, for I have rejected him. The Lord does not look at the 
things people look at. People look at the outward appearance, but 
the Lord looks at the heart.” 



iii. God told Samuel, I will show you! And Samuel said, no thanks, I’ve got this 
figured out. 

1. We need God’s wisdom – that’s why we read in the Proverbs “Trust in the 
Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all 
your ways submit to Him, and will make your paths straight.  

iv. If we are to be His representatives – we need to wait on Him and not rely on what 
we see through our own lenses of understanding – our initial reaction or 
perception is so limited so it is often inaccurate, but our God sees and knows all 

IV. Judgement Begins in the House of God 
a. It is in that humble position that we are most effective in ministering to the body 

i. And that is exactly who we are dealing with here - 1Co 5:9 -13 I wrote to you in 
my epistle not to keep company with sexually immoral people. Yet I 
certainly did not mean with the sexually immoral people of this world, or 
with the covetous, or extortioners, or idolaters, since then you would need 
to go out of the world. But now I have written to you not to keep company 
with anyone named a brother, who is sexually immoral, or covetous, or an 
idolater, or a reviler, or a drunkard, or an extortioner—not even to eat with 
such a person. For what have I to do with judging those also who are 
outside? Do you not judge those who are inside? But those who are 
outside God judges. Therefore "PUT AWAY FROM YOURSELVES THE EVIL 
PERSON." 

1. This is family business – judgement starts in the house of God 
2. The lost are lost – we expend so much time and emotion in judging a 

fallen world – so much anger and outrage towards broken people doing 
broken things 

3. Paul says, “It’s not my place to judge them” – they don’t profess to be 
followers of Christ, how can I hold them accountable to His commands 
when He is not their King? 

4. Their primary need is Jesus, their primary need is submitted to His 
authority and accepting His forgiveness  

b. That is where verse 6 ties in - "Do not give what is holy to the dogs; nor cast your pearls 
before swine, lest they trample them under their feet, and turn and tear you in pieces. 

i. There will be those who want nothing to do with the message of the gospel – 
they are in fact enemies of the cross of Jesus Christ – Peter refers to them in 2nd 
Peter 2 as false prophets and false teachers, wells without water 

1. 2Pe 2:20-22 For if, after they have escaped the pollutions of the world 
through the knowledge of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, they are 
again entangled in them and overcome, the latter end is worse for 
them than the beginning. For it would have been better for them not 
to have known the way of righteousness, than having known it, to 
turn from the holy commandment delivered to them. But it has 
happened to them according to the true proverb: "A DOG RETURNS 
TO HIS OWN VOMIT," and, "a sow, having washed, to her wallowing 
in the mire." 

2. They have heard the gospel, they have seen it lived out, and they reject it 
or they exploit it for personal gain 

a. Move on, Jesus says. I have called you to be My light, not My 
lawyer. 

b. Dust off your sandals and move on.  
c. This doesn’t mean we give up on our family members but 

sometimes everything that can be said has been said 


