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THE GOSPEL OF JESUS 
 

The Christian Life, Part 2 
Investing in the Kingdom 

Matthew 6:18-34 
 

I. The Sermon on the Mount Continued 
a. Chapters 5 – 7 of Matthew are anchored to Jesus’ words in Matthew 5 

i. Mat 5:13-16 “You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt loses its flavor, 
how shall it be seasoned? It is then good for nothing but to be thrown out 
and trampled underfoot by men. "You are the light of the world. A city that 
is set on a hill cannot be hidden. Nor do they light a lamp and put it under a 
basket, but on a lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in the house. 
Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and 
glorify your Father in heaven. 

1. The Christian life is one of bearing witness – a living testimony that 
magnifies the one true God – draws people’s attention to the truth that 
they have been created by God, that they are loved by God, and that God 
has provided a path to Him through His Son Jesus Christ 

ii. Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and 
glorify your Father in heaven. 

1. The mistake we make is thinking that the subject of that verse us – your 
light, your good works 

2. As we saw last week it is possible and even preferable for men to see our 
good works while we remain in obscurity. 

a. Letting our works remain visible while we remain invisible  
b. That provides a wonderfully unadulterated view of God 

b. Charitable Deeds and Fasting 
i. Take heed that you do not do your charitable deeds before men, to be seen by 

them.  
1. When you do a charitable deed, do not let your left hand know what your 

right hand is doing, that your charitable deed may be in secret 
ii. When you pray, go into your room, and when you have shut your door, pray to 

your Father who is in the secret place; 
iii. When you fast, anoint your head and wash your face, so that you do not appear 

to men to be fasting 
1. The more we remove ourselves from the equation the less confusion there 

is about who the blessing is coming from 
2. This forces the gift giver to answer the question, “who do you want to get 

credit for this?” 
c. That could be the subtitle for this message “Who Do You Want to Get the Credit?”  

i. Who do you want to get noticed? Whose name do you want to see in lights? 
ii. The Sermon of the Mount deals with matters of the heart and this is a big one 

1. Jesus says a child of God wants their Father to get all the attention 
2. His disciples, His followers are more concerned about making His name 

great than their own 
 



Mat 6:19-24  "Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy 
and where thieves break in and steal;  (20)  but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, 
where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal.   

II. Two Economies 
a. There are two economies you can invest your resources in 

i. Resources are time (attention), energy (physical and mental), and currency 
(money) 

ii. Earth and Heaven – there is an earthly economy and a heavenly economy – they 
are unique, each with very distinct characteristics and returns  

b. Jesus says do not lay up, from the Greek word deposit, do not invest in the economy of 
this world – the earthly economy 

i. Two reasons – Moth and rust destroy (consume) – thieves break in and steal 
ii. Our earthly investments are vulnerable to time and people  

1. We are in the process of moving and 90% of our possessions are in 
storage, and I don’t miss any of them  

2. Earthly things don’t last, they fade, they get lost, they break, they end up 
at a garage sale or in the attic or a landfill 

iii. When we pour our time, energy, and finances into worldly pursuits we are 
investing in a dying economy with no hope for a return 

c. But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven – invest in the economy of heaven 
i. Your deposits are protected from time and people – time has no effect on them 

and nothing can be stolen 
ii. An economy that promises an eternal reward 

1. Sounds simple enough – may be simple but it is far from easy 
(21)  For where your treasure is, there your heart (desires) will be also.  (22)  "The lamp of the 
body is the eye. If therefore your eye is good, your whole body will be full of light.  (23)  But if 
your eye is bad, your whole body will be full of darkness. If therefore the light that is in you is 
darkness, how great is that darkness!  (24)  "No one can serve two masters; for either he will 
hate the one and love the other, or else he will be loyal to the one and despise the other. You 
cannot serve God and mammon.   

III.  Where Your Heart Is 
a. They Have Their Reward 

i. Mat 6:1  "Take heed that you do not do your charitable deeds before men, 
to be seen by them. Otherwise you have no reward from your Father in 
heaven. Therefore, when you do a charitable deed, do not sound a trumpet 
before you as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, that 
they may have glory from men. Assuredly, I say to you, they have their 
reward. 

ii. Mat 6:5  "And when you pray, you shall not be like the hypocrites. For they 
love to pray standing in the synagogues and on the corners of the streets, 
that they may be seen by men. Assuredly, I say to you, they have their 
reward. 

iii. Mat 6:16  "Moreover, when you fast, do not be like the hypocrites, with a 
sad countenance. For they disfigure their faces that they may appear to 
men to be fasting. Assuredly, I say to you, they have their reward. 

b. The Father Will Reward You 
i. Mat 6:3-4 But when you do a charitable deed, do not let your left hand know 

what your right hand is doing, that your charitable deed may be in secret; 
and your Father who sees in secret will Himself reward you openly. 



ii. Mat 6:6  But you, when you pray, go into your room, and when you have 
shut your door, pray to your Father who is in the secret place; and your 
Father who sees in secret will reward you openly. 

iii. Mat 6:17-18  But you, when you fast, anoint your head and wash your face, 
so that you do not appear to men to be fasting, but to your Father who is in 
the secret place; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you 
openly. 

1. The economy we choose to invest in reflects the condition of our heart – 
our primary desires – what we desire most – who we want our reward 
from 

2. If we don’t know the answer to this question, take a look at our bank 
statement. 

3. Really the question isn’t where do we invest, that is just a symptom, the 
question is what do we love most? What do we desire most? 

c. Jesus makes a scientifically groundbreaking statement - The lamp of the body is the 
eye - (rods and cones were not discovered until the late 1600’s) 

i. Light comes into the body through the eye – Jesus is talking about how we 
perceive or see the world around us specifically in the area of material things 

1. If your eye is good – if you are looking for opportunities to glorify God, to 
be generous, if we are singularly focused on using our time, energy, and 
finances to reflect the heart of our gracious God it will obviously impact 
everything that we do 

a. Put simply – someone who looks for opportunities to give 
2. If our eye is bad – the Jews called this an evil eye – it described someone 

who was envious and covetous, a lover of money and possessions - then 
our whole body if filled with darkness 

a. Pro 28:22  A man with an evil eye hastens after riches, And 
does not consider that poverty will come upon him. 

b. Describes one who looks for what we can take out of this life 
i. We live in a society created around this mindset  

ii. Either we are proactively looking for heavenly opportunities or earthly 
opportunities – the rewards of each have been made apparent  

1. 1Ti 6:17-19 Command those who are rich in this present age not to 
be haughty, nor to trust in uncertain riches but in the living God, who 
gives us richly all things to enjoy. Let them do good, that they be rich 
in good works, ready to give, willing to share, storing up for 
themselves a good foundation for the time to come, that they may lay 
hold on eternal life. 

d. Jesus says again plainly – don’t think for a moment you can walk the fence 
i. No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, 

or else he will be loyal to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God 
and mammon. 

1. If the earthly economy were a person – his name would be mammon – it is 
confidence in wealth personified 

IV. The Path to Generosity 
a. We may examine our motives and find ourselves poor in Spirit, bankrupt, lacking, 

mourning over our inadequacy and our love for material things 
i. What keeps us from living a life of generosity? This one question which is 

saturated in fear -  “Then who will provide for me?” “If I don’t look out for myself, 
who will?” Literal fear of missing out. 

1. Believing the lie that God will and is holding out on us.  



2. Adam and Eve believed this lie. “Eat of this fruit and you will be like god.” 
3. The reality was God had not held back anything from them, but He had 

protected them. 
ii. We hold our stuff close to our chests because we are afraid we will lose it and be 

left with nothing.  
1. It is into those fears that Jesus speaks these words 

(25)"Therefore I say to you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will 
drink; nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not life more than food and the body more 
than clothing?  (26)  Look at the birds of the air, for they neither sow nor reap nor gather into 
barns; yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they?  (27)  Which 
of you by worrying can add one cubit to his stature?  (28)  "So why do you worry about 
clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin;  (29)  and 
yet I say to you that even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these.  (30)  Now 
if God so clothes the grass of the field, which today is, and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, 
will He not much more clothe you, O you of little faith?  (31)  "Therefore do not worry, saying, 
'What shall we eat?' or 'What shall we drink?' or 'What shall we wear?'  (32)  For after all these 
things the Gentiles seek. For your heavenly Father knows that you need all these 
things.  (33)  But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things 
shall be added to you.  (34)  Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry 
about its own things. Sufficient for the day is its own trouble. 

b. Do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what your drink; nor about your body, 
what you will put on; or what you will drive, or where you will live 

i. Life is far more than material things – that is my biggest problem with the 
prosperity gospel – it’s not that they talk too much about God’s blessing, it’s that 
when they talk about His blessings, they aim far too low 

ii. They confuse the temporal rewards of this world with the eternal treasures of 
heaven 

1. It angers me that these men are getting rich off the backs of the poor and 
the desperate and then living in multimillion-dollar houses – but Jesus has 
said very plainly – they have their reward  

c. Do not worry – Imperative and indicative, an imperative in scripture is always firmly 
planted in an indicative 

i. What we must do is rooted in what God has done 
ii. Don’t worry about food – Look at the birds – none of them are farmers, they don’t 

plant crops or milk cows, yet God feeds them, and you are of far more value to 
God then them 

iii. Don’t worry about what you will wear – consider the lilies – none of them have a 
sowing machine but they look fabulous 

1. Now if God so clothes the grass of the field, which today is, and tomorrow 
is thrown into the oven, will He not much more clothe you, O you of little 
faith? 

iv. Thrown in the middle of these verses is this truth bomb - Which of you by 
worrying can add one cubit to his stature? 

1. Worry is useless and pointless 
d. We live in a time when few of us have to worry about whether we will have food or 

clothing.  
i. We may worry about where we are going to eat or what we are going to wear 
ii. The idea is don’t waste your thought life consumed with what the world is 

consumed with. Whatever vein pursuits our society is wrapped up in.  
1. Cars, social notoriety, a spouse, sensual pleasure, superficial excitement 
2. One thing we learn from Jesus’ words – worry and earthly pursuits go 

hand in hand 



a. Anxiety and earthly investments are inseparable  
b. That would make sense if you continue to deposit your money in a 

burning building 
iii. There is quiet confidence in knowing that what we are pouring ourselves into has 

eternal significance 
e. So, here’s the promise - seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all 

these things shall be added to you. 
i. It is a reassuring thing to know that it is not God’s will for us to live lives of worry. 

If we concern ourselves with His Kingdom and His righteousness all these things 
shall be added to us 

V. Communion 
 


