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THE GOSPEL OF JESUS 
 

The Salt and the Light, Part 2 
Love Your Enemies 

Matthew 5:33-48 
 

I. The Sermon on the Mount 
a. Mat 5:13-16 ”You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt loses its flavor, how shall 

it be seasoned? It is then good for nothing but to be thrown out and trampled 
underfoot by men. "You are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill 
cannot be hidden. Nor do they light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a 
lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in the house. Let your light so shine 
before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in 
heaven. 

i. Evangelism – our witness – how we are to get the message of God’s saving 
grace out to a dying world 

ii. Jesus doesn’t provide instructions on how to put together a crusade or go door to 
door with tracks, doesn’t encourage us to wear crosses around our necks or 
clever Christian t-shirts, or provide us with a Q&A flow chart 

1. He deals with everyday interactions – how we treat the lost, broken, and 
hurting. How we respond insults and false accusations and persecution 

2. It is in those day to day encounters that we have an opportunity to show 
the world something different, something out of the ordinary, something 
supernatural 

3. Supernatural – so much more than lengthening a limb or telling the future  
b. The Sermon on the Mount assumes that the conditions that Jesus gives at the 

beginning of chapter 5 have been satisfied 
i. The conditions we studied in the section known as the Beatitudes  

ii. Mat 5:3  "Blessed are the poor in spirit, For theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
iii. Same condition Jesus gives in Mar 10:15  Assuredly, I say to you, whoever 

does not receive the kingdom of God as a little child will by no means enter 
it." 

iv. And in Mar 2:16-17 And when the scribes and Pharisees saw Him eating 
with the tax collectors and sinners, they said to His disciples, "How is it 
that He eats and drinks with tax collectors and sinners?" When Jesus 
heard it, He said to them, "Those who are well have no need of a physician, 
but those who are sick. I did not come to call the righteous, but sinners, to 
repentance." 

1. Those who understand their lack, understand their need, that they are 
spiritually bankrupt, morally sick – and unable to do anything about – and 
like a child running to mother or father for comfort – they run to Jesus 
knowing that He is willing to heal 

2. Just as the man with leprosy came to Jesus and fell with his face to the 
ground and cried out “Lord, if you are willing, you can make me clean.” 
Jesus replied, “I am willing” 

c. As Jesus continues His sermon on the mount, He is assuming a massive conversion 
has taken place 



i. The conversion that He described to Nicodemus in John 3 - “Very truly I tell you, 
no one can see the kingdom of God unless they are born again. Very truly I tell 
you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless they are born of water and the 
Spirit.” 

ii. A transformation has taken place – a man who was once dead in his sins, dead 
to the things of God, blind to matters of spiritual significance has been awakened, 
brought to life, adopted into the family of God 

iii. That individual’s righteousness exceeds the righteousness of the scribes and the 
Pharisee’s 

1. You have heard that it was said to those of old, 'YOU SHALL NOT 
MURDER’ but I say to you that whoever is angry with his brother without a 
cause shall be in danger of the judgment 

2. "You have heard that it was said to those of old, 'YOU SHALL NOT 
COMMIT ADULTERY.' But I say to you that whoever looks at a woman to 
lust for her has already committed adultery with her in his heart. 

3. "Furthermore it has been said, 'Whoever divorces his wife, let him give her 
a certificate of divorce.' But I say to you that whoever divorces his wife for 
any reason except sexual immorality causes her to commit adultery; and 
whoever marries a woman who is divorced commits adultery. 

a. Being a witness starts with how we direct our anger, how we view 
the opposite sex, and the sanctity and sacredness of marriage 

Mat 5:33-37  "Again you have heard that it was said to those of old, 'You shall not swear 
falsely, but shall perform your oaths to the Lord.' But I say to you, do not swear at all: neither 
by heaven, for it is God's throne; nor by the earth, for it is His footstool; nor by Jerusalem, for 
it is the city of the great King. Nor shall you swear by your head, because you cannot make 
one hair white or black. But let your 'Yes' be 'Yes,' and your 'No,' 'No.' For whatever is more 
than these is from the evil one. 

II.  Oaths and Retaliation 
a. You have heard that it was said – Pharisee’s interpretation of the law filtered through 

their sinful desires. The law they were twisting this time was “Do not take the Lord’s 
name in vein.” 

i. If you swear by the Lord’s name you better be speaking the truth – this assumes 
that at other times you are free to play lose with the truth 

ii. Jesus’ response – “No! Your interpretation is wrong.”  
iii. Whenever you speak, speak the truth! It should be a part of your nature, your 

character because you are a child of God and God does not lie. 
1. John 8:44 You belong to your father, the devil, and you want to carry 

out your father’s desires. He was a murderer from the beginning, not 
holding to the truth, for there is no truth in him. When he lies, he 
speaks his native language, for he is a liar and the father of lies. 

iv. A child of God is so honest it hurts. (Example of humble honesty) 
Mat 5:38-42 “You have heard that it was said, 'AN EYE FOR AN EYE AND A TOOTH FOR A 
TOOTH.' But I tell you not to resist an evil person. But whoever slaps you on your right cheek, 
turn the other to him also. If anyone wants to sue you and take away your tunic, let him have 
your cloak also. And whoever compels you to go one mile, go with him two. Give to him who 
asks you, and from him who wants to borrow from you do not turn away. 

b. Jesus is talking about retaliation 
i. I know what most guys are thinking – if someone comes into my home and 

threatens my family, I’m supposed to just let them do us harm? 
ii. We often think up implausible situations and use them as loop holes 
iii. There was an Irishman whom someone hit on the cheek and knocked down. The 

Irishman got up and turned his other cheek. The fellow knocked him down again. 



This time the Irishman got up and beat the stuffin' out of that fellow. An observer 
asked, "Why did you do that?" "Well," replied the Irishman, "the Lord said to turn 
the other cheek and I did, but He never told me what to do after that." 

1. The one-year chance of a robbery (someone threatens you inside your 
home) are .004%, of them being armed is about .00168%. Lifetime 
chances of about 0.32% 

2. We live in a time where it is lawful and possible to protect our families – 
but let’s be careful not to romanticize it. That would be a tragic event 
regardless of the circumstances. 

c. When we look for the loophole we are doing exactly what the Pharisee’s did 
i. There was a Mosaic law that said eye for and eye and a tooth for a tooth – its 

purpose was to limit restitution, not encourage retaliation  
ii. The Pharisee’s took great pleasure in exacting revenge and justifying it through 

God’s Word 
1. It is a sad thing when we use God’s Word as a billy club to hurt those who 

have hurt us 
2. James and John asked Jesus if they should call fire down from heaven 

and destroy the Samaritan village – Jesus turned and rebuked them “For 
the Son of Man did not come to destroy the lives of men, but to save 
them.” 

d. Remember the end goal here – the most important thing – Let your good works shine 
before men so that they may glorify your Father in Heaven 

i. In our natural state, we want to return evil for evil. That is common. That is what 
this world is used to seeing. It is normal, and it is encouraged. 

ii. 1Pe 3:8-9  Finally, all of you be of one mind, having compassion for one 
another; love as brothers, be tenderhearted, be courteous; not returning 
evil for evil or reviling for reviling, but on the contrary blessing, knowing 
that you were called to this, that you may inherit a blessing. 

1. This is the kind of grace that makes waves. This is the kind of uncommon 
behavior that causes people to pause and take notice.  

2. Cut in line, here let me pay for your order. Hear a table cussing up a 
storm, can I take your trays? Waiter or waitress is flat out rude, here’s an 
extra tip – I hope your day gets better.  

a. But that will just enable them, I’ll look like a pushover, they won’t 
even notice.  

b. Enough with the excuses. Either it’s true or it’s not. Evil for evil just 
continues to cycle of evil until something breaks that cycle. 

Mat 5:43-48 "You have heard that it was said, 'YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR and hate 
your enemy.' But I say to you, love your enemies, bless those who curse you, do good to 
those who hate you, and pray for those who spitefully use you and persecute you, that you 
may be sons of your Father in heaven; for He makes His sun rise on the evil and on the good, 
and sends rain on the just and on the unjust. For if you love those who love you, what reward 
have you? Do not even the tax collectors do the same? And if you greet your brethren only, 
what do you do more than others? Do not even the tax collectors do so? Therefore you shall 
be perfect, just as your Father in heaven is perfect. 

III. Love Your Enemies 
a. You have heard that it was said, 'YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR and hate your 

enemy. 
i. Again, we see how the Pharisees’ twisted the Mosaic Law to justify their sinful 

hearts 
1. They had to justify their hatred for the Samaritan’s somehow 



ii. In their minds, when the law says love your neighbor, that was select 
classification of people 

iii. You see this in Luk 10:25-29 And behold, a certain lawyer stood up and 
tested Him, saying, "Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?" He said 
to him, "What is written in the law? What is your reading of it?" So he 
answered and said, "'YOU SHALL LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD WITH ALL 
YOUR HEART, WITH ALL YOUR SOUL, WITH ALL YOUR STRENGTH, AND 
WITH ALL YOUR MIND,' and 'YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF.'" And He 
said to him, "You have answered rightly; do this and you will live." But he, 
wanting to justify himself, said to Jesus, "And who is my neighbor?" 

iv. What follows is the parable of “The Good Samaritan” 
b. Jesus clearly says their interpretation of the law is wrong. There’s no fine print. There’s 

no escape clause. 
i. “But I say to you, love your enemies” 

c. Who are our enemies? 
i. Those who curse you - Speak evil against you 
ii. Those who hate you - Feel evil for you 
iii. Those who use you - Do evil to you 
iv. Those who persecute you - Single you out – follow after, pursue, press toward 
v. Those who do not love you - Those who ignore you 
vi. Those who are not your brother - Those who are not like you 
vii. As believers we should expect any and all of this – becoming born again makes 

us outsiders – we don’t fit in any longer – at best people will talk about us, at 
worst they will cause us physical harm 

1. Joh 15:18-19 "If the world hates you, you know that it hated Me 
before it hated you. If you were of the world, the world would love its 
own. Yet because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the 
world, therefore the world hates you. 

2. Part of being the salt and the light is understanding and accepting this 
reality and not allowing the actions of the lost to distort our love them. 

a. And understanding that lost and hurting people tend to act that way 
b. When is a wild animal most dangerous? When it is afraid.  

d. How do we love them? 
i. Bless them – speak well of them 
ii. Do good to them - that you may be sons of your Father in heaven; for He makes 

His sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the 
unjust. 

1. God meets their practical needs – do likewise 
iii. Pray for them – intercede to God on their behalf, pray all the blessings of 

scriptures for them – wanting God’s best for them.  
1. Jesus prayed on the cross “Father forgive them for they no not what they 

do.” 
2. Stephen exampled this as He was stoned “Lord, do not hold this sin 

against them.” 
e. None of this is easy 

i. Mat 5:11-12 "Blessed are you when they revile and persecute you, and say 
all kinds of evil against you falsely for My sake. Rejoice and be exceedingly 
glad, for great is your reward in heaven, for so they persecuted the 
prophets who were before you. 

1. For this to be possible, we must have an eternal perspective. Our enemies 
affect the here and now. They make us uncomfortable. But they can only 
mess with temporary things. 



2. When our eyes are set on the Kingdom of God – and we seek Him first – 
we can rejoice in the opposition because we are reassured we are having 
an impact for the Kingdom 

3. The authors of Hebrews writes “Heb 13:6  So we may boldly say: "THE 
LORD IS MY HELPER; I WILL NOT FEAR. WHAT CAN MAN DO TO 
ME?" 


