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THE GOSPEL OF JESUS 
 

Who He Calls 
Luke 5:1-11, 27-32 

The Gospel of Jesus 
 

I. Jesus Sets the Captives Free 
a. In our last studies, Jesus made a claim in the synagogue and then proceeded to 

substantiate that claim through a series of life altering miracles 
i. The claim was that the Spirit of the Lord was upon Him, and that He had been 

anointed to preach the gospel to the poor; and sent to heal the brokenhearted, to 
proclaim liberty to the captives And recovery of sight to the blind, to set at liberty 
those who were oppressed; and to proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord. 

ii. Then He establishes His authority by casting an unclean demon out of a man 
and casting a fever out of Simon’s mother-in-law.  

iii. That kind of thing obviously draws a crowd, so people began bringing their sick to 
Him, and He laid hands on many of them, healing them, casting out demons.  

iv. They begged Him to stay but He told them He had more work to do. When He 
came to a certain city a man full of leprosy fell at His feet and said if you are 
willing you can make me clean. Jesus said “I am willing” and immediately made 
the man whole. 

v. Last miracle was the paralyzed man lowered through a ceiling 
1. Through this miracle we saw that Jesus came to accomplish far more than 

physical healing  
a. Before healing the man, Jesus said “Your sins are forgiven” 

i. Essentially you are clean – you are right with God  
b. This infuriated the Pharisees – Jesus responded to their thoughts, 

“so that you may know that the Son of Man has power on earth to 
forgive sins I say to you, arise, take up your bed, and go to your 
house." 

c. That’s the big picture behind these miracles 
b. Jesus is accomplishing exactly what He was sent to do – He is establishing that He is 

the anointed one of God – the Spirit of the Lord was upon Him 
i. He is preaching the gospel to the poor – not just monetary poverty, but social 

poverty and spiritual poverty – there are many ways to be poor – to suffer lack – 
these individuals were destitute of self-worth – His message of forgiveness and 
acceptance was good news 

ii. He is healing the brokenhearted – the unloved are hearing and seeing the 
Father’s love 

iii. He is proclaiming freedom to those who had been in bondage and those who had 
been oppressed 

1. Those who were bound by sin are being set free 
iv. Proclaiming the acceptable year of the Lord. What is this year? It’s the "year" in 

which the full plan and purpose of God is accomplished.   
1. The time had come for Jesus to fulfill God’s plan of redemption. 



2. To make the unclean, clean – to accomplish what the law had failed to do, 
what the centuries of sacrifices failed to do – make a man right with God – 
completely and for eternity 

c. That’s not all! He invites those He made whole, those He made clean, those He made 
right with God to join Him in His work of seeking out and saving the lost 

i. You want a description of the true church? The spirit of the Lord is upon us to 
preach the gospel to the poor, to heal the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to 
the captive and the oppressed, and to proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord. 

1. It makes sense that the body of Christ would continue the work of Christ 
2. At times we are so focused on what we have been saved from that we 

lose sight of what we have been saved for! And this is it! This is the life we 
have been saved for. 

3. When you hear that is your purpose, that is your mission what floods your 
mind? 

a. Inadequacy? Guilt? Confusion? 
b. Why would God use me? 

4. Hopefully this morning offers hope for all of us 
II. The Dream Team 

a. In worldly terms what is the best way to construct a team to accomplish a specific task? 
i. Rescuing hostages 
ii. Curing a seemingly incurable disease 
iii. Winning a Super Bowl 

b. Jesus’ wants to spread the message of the gospel – calling sinners to repentance, 
helping people see their great need for a Savior  

i. What kind of team should He construct?  
ii. Who’s the best at spreading messages today? Advertisers. They are experts at 

creating a sense of perceived need.  
iii. How do they go about that? Celebrity endorsements. Want to sell a protect – 

make sure that the best and brightest and richest and most famous and most 
attractive are seen using your product! 

c. It would make sense that Jesus would call the rich and influential first – He would seek 
out kings and priests and nobleman and the wealthy and those of high reputation 

i. And send them out with His message – then people would listen 
ii. Even today we think how powerful it would be if this entertainer or sports star or 

movie star would get saved… 
iii. Jesus must have missed that memo 

Luk 5:1-11  So it was, as the multitude pressed about Him to hear the word of God, that He 
stood by the Lake of Gennesaret,  (2)  and saw two boats standing by the lake; but the 
fishermen had gone from them and were washing their nets.  (3)  Then He got into one of the 
boats, which was Simon's, and asked him to put out a little from the land. And He sat down 
and taught the multitudes from the boat.  (4)  When He had stopped speaking, He said to 
Simon, "Launch out into the deep and let down your nets for a catch."  (5)  But Simon 
answered and said to Him, "Master, we have toiled all night and caught nothing; nevertheless 
at Your word I will let down the net."  (6)  And when they had done this, they caught a great 
number of fish, and their net was breaking.  (7)  So they signaled to their partners in the other 
boat to come and help them. And they came and filled both the boats, so that they began to 
sink.  (8)  When Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus' knees, saying, "Depart from me, for 
I am a sinful man, O Lord!"  (9)  For he and all who were with him were astonished at the catch 
of fish which they had taken;  (10)  and so also were James and John, the sons of Zebedee, 
who were partners with Simon. And Jesus said to Simon, "Do not be afraid. From now on you 
will catch men."  (11)  So when they had brought their boats to land, they forsook all and 
followed Him. 



III. Jesus Calls the Fishermen 
a. Simon (Peter) has already been called by Jesus, what is he doing fishing again? 

i. It’s obvious at this point that the disciples didn’t fully understand the weight of 
Jesus’ call on their lives 

ii. Jesus returns to Peter’s hometown and Peter goes back to what he knows  
1. But Jesus wasn’t asking the disciples to adopt and new hobby or a new 

pastime or add something to their to-do list 
2. He was calling them to forsake everything and follow Him 

b. Jesus comes to the shore where Peter and His brother Andrew and James and His 
brother John are washing their nets after a long day of fishing without success 

i. It is important to understand the significance of their profession – and to 
understand that we must understand how the Jewish educational system worked 

ii. At a very early age, Jewish boys began to learn the Torah – essentially the first 
five books of the Bible – Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and 
Deuteronomy 

1. Creation, the fall, Egyptian captivity, the giving and receiving of the law, 
the construction of the tabernacle, and the exposition of the law 

2. As the children grew the local Rabbis (professors) would identify the best 
and brightest students and invite them to come and learn under them 

3. If you were not selected, you would be sent home to learn your father’s 
trade 

a. Guess what Peter, Andrew, James, and John’s fathers did for a 
living? 

b. This is strange place to start recruiting a team to change the world 
c. The crowds begin to press in so Jesus asks Peter to take Him out a little ways and 

Jesus teaches the multitude from a boat offshore 
i. Then He stops teaching – turns to Peter and says go out further and cast your 

nets again 
ii. I love Peter’s response because we are reminded that Peter is us. "Master, we 

have toiled all night and caught nothing; nevertheless at Your word I will let down 
the net."   

1. This isn’t going to work, but here it goes. You’re the boss, but just so we’re 
clear, this isn’t going to work. 

a. This, coming from a man who saw Jesus first hand cast our 
demons and heal his mother-in-law in an instant  

2. How many times have you done this? With your boss, or your spouse, or 
your parents or even with the Lord – “Just so you know, this isn’t going to 
work – but I’ll give it a shot for your sake.” 

d. But he does what Jesus asks him to and they hit the jackpot 
i. Their nets are breaking so they call for help from other boats and their filling 

those boats up and those boats are sinking 
ii. This was a catch unlike anything they had ever seen before 
iii. What was Peter’s response – shame, I believe this shame was over more than 

his disbelief – this is a lifetime of not measuring up 
1. Again, Peter is us – who am I to be in the presence of such holiness? 
2. Jesus’ response - "Do not be afraid. From now on you will catch men." 
3. Fishermen that don’t completely understand who I am or why I came – 

perfect 
iv. This is very confusing. In our eyes, Jesus is recruiting toddlers to play pro football 

but He’s not down yet. Maybe He will add a few superstars to His team 
 



Luk 5:27-32  After these things He went out and saw a tax collector named Levi, sitting at the 
tax office. And He said to him, "Follow Me."  (28)  So he left all, rose up, and followed 
Him.  (29)  Then Levi gave Him a great feast in his own house. And there were a great number 
of tax collectors and others who sat down with them.  (30)  And their scribes and the 
Pharisees complained against His disciples, saying, "Why do You eat and drink with tax 
collectors and sinners?"  (31)  Jesus answered and said to them, "Those who are well have no 
need of a physician, but those who are sick.  (32)  I have not come to call the righteous, but 
sinners, to repentance."   

IV.  Jesus Calls the Tax Collector 
a. Jesus calls Levi (Matthew), the tax collector 

i. Okay, maybe this guy is wealthy – maybe he has some influence with the people 
ii. He may very well have been rich, but he had zero influence with the Jewish 

people. In fact, he would have been hated by them. 
1. It is hard to explain the role of a tax collector during Jesus’ time because 

we really have nothing in our modern day to compare it to 
2. The Roman Empire was massive spanning many continents – including 

Asia, Africa, and Europe – an empire this big needed an equally massive 
army – and that army had a massive payroll 

3. How did the Roman’s pay for such a large army? By taxing the people.  
4. Judea was an Imperial Territory and taxes were extremely high there 

iii. Who collected these taxes? Wealthy Jews would bid for the opportunity to tax 
their own people and if they won they would get even more rich by adding 
additional fees to the already high taxes.  

1. Tax collectors were traitors – they had betrayed their own people to help 
fund the very empire that was oppressing them 

2. The Jewish religious leaders hated the tax collectors and declared them 
unclean and with no hope of being redeemed.  

b. Jesus walks by a tax collector sitting in his office and says “Follow Me” and Matthew left 
everything, rose up, and followed Him 

i. Jesus, what are you doing? I thought you wanted to change the world? This is 
not the kind of dream team you put together to spread a message as important 
as the gospel.  

ii. God’s ways are not our ways and His thoughts are not our thoughts  
iii. These are exactly the kind of men God uses to change the world – to accomplish 

His purposes and it is nothing new 
1. Some quotes from Moses – Who am I to go? The people won’t believe. 

Who are you? I am not eloquent. I am slow of speech and tongue. Please 
send someone else. 

2. Gideon - Jdg 6:14-15 Then the LORD turned to him and said, "Go in 
this might of yours, and you shall save Israel from the hand of the 
Midianites. Have I not sent you?" So he said to Him, "O my Lord, how 
can I save Israel? Indeed my clan is the weakest in Manasseh, and I 
am the least in my father's house." 

3. David – wasn’t king material to anyone except for God 
iv. How does King Jesus make His grand entrance into the world? 

1. As a baby born in a feeding trough for animals 
c. Jesus was making a statement by calling these men 

i. I have come for all of mankind. And I will use anyone in my work of redemption 
regardless of their past if they are willing to forsake all and follow me 

ii. 1Co 1:26-29 For you see your calling, brethren, that not many wise 
according to the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are called. But 
God has chosen the foolish things of the world to put to shame the wise, 



and God has chosen the weak things of the world to put to shame the 
things which are mighty; and the base things of the world and the things 
which are despised God has chosen, and the things which are not, to bring 
to nothing the things that are, that no flesh should glory in His presence. 

iii. As one author puts it - in God’s economy some of the seemingly strongest things 
are the weakest, some of the seemingly weakest things are the strongest, and 
some of the seemingly wisest things are the most foolish. The paradox is not by 
accident but by God’s design. A simple, uneducated, untalented, and clumsy 
believer who has trusted in Jesus Christ as Savior and who faithfully and humbly 
follows His Lord is immeasurably wiser than the brilliant Ph.D. who scoffs at the 
gospel. The simple believer knows forgiveness, love, grace, life, hope, God’s 
Word—God Himself He can see eternity. The unbelieving Ph.D., on the other 
hand, knows nothing beyond his books, his own mind, and his own experience. 
He sees nothing beyond this life, and he cannot be considered anything but 
foolish. 

1. When responding to the call of Christ on your life the question isn’t 
whether or not your qualified, the question is are you willing? 


