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THE GOSPELS 
 

More Than Just Words 
The Gospel of Jesus 

Luke 4:31 – 5:32 
 

I. Talk Is Cheap 
a. It’s been said that talk is cheap unless it’s with a lawyer – then it’s quite expensive 

i. That’s always been the case – it’s much easier to say you are going to do 
something then actually doing it 

1. Ask a politician or a salesman or any parent – words are cheap and easy 
ii. Especially in a day in age where we can hide behind a computer screen and say 

whatever we want with little fear of consequence 
b. William Shakespeare summed it up in his play Othello when one character describes 

another character’s ability to be a solider as – “Mere prattle without practice” 
i. We are surrounded by mere prattle without practice. Overpromising and 

underdelivering.  
1. Just look at the divorce rate – that’s after the vows to have and to hold, 

from this day forward, for better, for worse, for richer, for poorer, in 
sickness and in health, to love and to cherish, till death do us part 

c. This isn’t news to anyone, but I bring this up because Pastor John closed last week with 
Jesus making some pretty bold claims 

i. When Jesus was in Nazareth, as was His custom, He went to the local 
synagogue. His notoriety as a gifted preacher and teacher was spreading so they 
handed Him a scroll of the book of Isaiah. He opened the scroll and read “The 
Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, Because He has anointed Me To preach the gospel 
to the poor; He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, To proclaim liberty to the 
captives And recovery of sight to the blind, To set at liberty those who are 
oppressed; To proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord.” 

ii. Everyone’s eyes were fixed on Him, waiting to hear what came next. Then Jesus 
said “Today this Scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.” 

1. It wasn’t a teaching about the Messiah or how to prepare for the coming of 
the Messiah – Jesus made the claim that He was the Messiah! And that 
He was here preach the gospel to the poor and to heal the broken 
hearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives and those who are oppressed 
and to recover sight to the blind 

2. Those were some lofty claims – but they were far more than just mere 
words. 

Luk 4:31-37  Then He went down to Capernaum, a city of Galilee, and was teaching them on 
the Sabbaths. And they were astonished at His teaching, for His word was with authority. Now 
in the synagogue there was a man who had a spirit of an unclean demon. And he cried out 
with a loud voice, saying, "Let us alone! What have we to do with You, Jesus of Nazareth? Did 
You come to destroy us? I know who You are—the Holy One of God!" But Jesus rebuked him, 
saying, "Be quiet, and come out of him!" And when the demon had thrown him in their midst, 
it came out of him and did not hurt him. Then they were all amazed and spoke among 
themselves, saying, "What a word this is! For with authority and power He commands the 



unclean spirits, and they come out." And the report about Him went out into every place in the 
surrounding region. 

II.  Jesus Casts Out the Unclean Demon 
a. Jesus’ teaching was unlike any that they had heard 

i. His word was with authority – Greek word “power, strength” 
ii. Luke isn’t saying that Jesus spoke loudly or demonstratively, like some 

preachers attempt to do today, but with His words came power – His words were 
coupled with authority – Jesus didn’t come with words alone 

b. John Courson makes an interesting point  
i. Jesus never went looking for demons, he didn’t hold deliverance meetings, or 

deliverance seminars but wherever Jesus went demons suddenly got restless 
ii. His very presence invaded their space 
iii. The demon says "Let us alone! What have we to do with You, Jesus of 

Nazareth? Did You come to destroy us? I know who You are—the Holy One of 
God!" 

1. Out of everyone who Jesus comes in contact with – it is the demons that 
know exactly who He is 

2. For most of Jesus’ ministry almost everyone is confused about who He is 
– his family doesn’t understand Him, the Pharisee’s call him a liar and say 
that He has a demon, His disciples even question His authority (who is 
this man who controls the weather?) 

a. The demons get it. They know who He is – because He was 
present went they were kicked out of heaven with satan, and they 
understand His authority 

b. Demons have a better understanding of Jesus’ power and authority 
than His followers  

c. Jesus simply says “Stop talking and get out” and the demon obeys because he has to  
i. Let me make this clear – satan and Jesus are not equals – there is no good 

versus evil, yin and yang, the battle has already been won! As we see in 
Revelation – satan gathers all the armies of mankind to make one final stand 
against the army of heavens and Jesus speaks a word and it’s over 

1. Jesus is the eternal, everlasting, Son of God – He is not a created being, 
unlike satan and the demons 

d. Luke describes this demon as unclean – ceremonially impure  
i. That doesn’t mean that there are clean demons and unclean demons – Luke is 

emphasizing a point here 
1. We have to understand how this man was viewed by most Jewish people 

– worthless, hopeless, and eternally cut off from the family of God 
because of his sins or the sins of his parents 

a. And in an instant Jesus makes him whole with just a word – Jesus 
takes a man who has become an outcast and a pariah, a man who 
has been imprisoned, wrapped in spiritual chains and sets him free 

2. So glad we are going through the book of Leviticus as we study the gospel 
of Jesus 

3. We’ve been discussing the tension of the Old Testament as we’ve studied 
Exodus and Leviticus – the consuming fire of the righteousness of God 
and the sinful man who is stubble before God 

4. Leviticus explains how a man is to approach a righteous God in their 
unrighteous state 

5. Man is unclean because of their sin and God instructs them how to be 
clean so they can enter into His presence 



a. Here Jesus accomplishes all of that in an instant – He makes this 
unclean man clean 

b. Jesus is proving to be a man of His word 
Luk 4:38-41 Now He arose from the synagogue and entered Simon's house. But Simon's wife's 
mother was sick with a high fever, and they made request of Him concerning her. So He stood 
over her and rebuked the fever, and it left her. And immediately she arose and served them. 
When the sun was setting, all those who had any that were sick with various diseases brought 
them to Him; and He laid His hands on every one of them and healed them. And demons also 
came out of many, crying out and saying, "You are the Christ, the Son of God!" And He, 
rebuking them, did not allow them to speak, for they knew that He was the Christ. 

III. Jesus Heals the Sick 
a. It’s easy to read this and think “I get it, I’ve heard this before. Jesus healed the sick.” 

i. But it is so much more than that.  
ii. In John 9 Jesus was walking with His disciples and they came across a blindman 

and the disciples asked him a question that the Jews had been debating for 
centuries “who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 

iii. It was a common belief that if you were sick or you had a disease, or you were 
born with a deformity, it was because of sin. The question was whether it was 
your sin or your parents’ sin that brought it on 

b. All of these sick and diseased men, women, and children were marked with a figurative 
scarlet letter. They carried the title “sinner.”  

i. If you were blind or disabled or a leper, you mind as well of had “sinner” tattooed 
across your forehead or even more appropriate “unclean” 

ii. Jesus tells his disciples in chapter 9 of John that the man wasn’t blind because of 
his sin or his parents’ sin “but this happened so that the works of God might be 
displayed in him.” 

iii. He was blind so that Jesus could demonstrate why He had come. Then Jesus 
took some dirt, mixed it with his spit, rubbed on the man’s eyes, and told the man 
to go and wash in the pool of Siloam – and the man could see 

c. As Jesus healed Simon’s mother-in-law and the crowds of people with various 
diseases, He wasn’t just healing their physical ailments, He was demonstrating why He 
had come 

i. To take the unclean, the outcast, the rejected, the hurt, the broken and make 
them whole, make them clean, show them that they are loved and accepted by 
their Creator 

Luk 4:42-44 Now when it was day, He departed and went into a deserted place. And the crowd 
sought Him and came to Him, and tried to keep Him from leaving them; but He said to them, "I 
must preach the kingdom of God to the other cities also, because for this purpose I have been 
sent." And He was preaching in the synagogues of Galilee. 
Luk 5:12-16 And it happened when He was in a certain city, that behold, a man who was full of 
leprosy saw Jesus; and he fell on his face and implored Him, saying, "Lord, if You are willing, 
You can make me clean." Then He put out His hand and touched him, saying, "I am willing; be 
cleansed." Immediately the leprosy left him. And He charged him to tell no one, "But go and 
show yourself to the priest, and make an offering for your cleansing, as a testimony to them, 
just as Moses commanded." However, the report went around concerning Him all the more; 
and great multitudes came together to hear, and to be healed by Him of their infirmities. So He 
Himself often withdrew into the wilderness and prayed. 

IV. Jesus Cleanses the Leper 
a. Same theme, different man 

i. This man didn’t have leprosy, he was full of leprosy 
ii. And when he falls at Jesus’ feet, he doesn’t beg to be healed. He says “Lord, if 

You are willing, You can make me clean.” 



iii. There’s that word again! I can’t stress enough how extensive and exhaustive the 
process was to be made clean in Jewish religious culture 

1. The list of things that defiled a man were seeming endless, and to have an 
incurable and visible and contagious disease like leprosy – there was no 
hope for this man 

a. Lepers were cast outside the city and forced to live in leper colonies 
– separated from friends and even family – can you imagine what 
that would say about an individual’s worth, what it would cause you 
to believe about God and the way He views you? 

2. No wonder this man breaks all the rules so that he can plead his case at 
the feet of Jesus. 

a. I don’t know that any of us have wanted something more than this 
man 

b. "Lord, if You are willing, You can make me clean." Then Jesus put out His hand and 
touched him, saying, "I am willing; be cleansed." 

i. No ritual, no sacrifice, no ceremonial basin of water – Just a man who saw that 
he needed to be clean and wanted to be clean and knew who could make him 
clean.  

ii. All of this is less about the physical healings and more about Jesus making His 
purpose known.  

iii. I’ve said I have come by the authority of God to heal the brokenhearted, To 
proclaim liberty to the captives And recovery of sight to the blind, To set at liberty 
those who are oppressed and now I am showing you I have the power to do 
exactly that.  

c. Application – In the gospels Jesus consistently engages with those who the religious 
elite have deemed unclean 

i. Who would those people be today? Who have we deemed unworthy of our time 
and energy? Unworthy to hear and receive the gospel. Who are the outcasts? 
The answers to those questions may make us uncomfortable. It certainly made 
the people in Jesus’ time uncomfortable 

ii. But if we are to be the hands and feet of Jesus we have to go wherever and to 
whomever He is sending us. 

Luk 5:17-26 Now it happened on a certain day, as He was teaching, that there were Pharisees 
and teachers of the law sitting by, who had come out of every town of Galilee, Judea, and 
Jerusalem. And the power of the Lord was present to heal them. Then behold, men brought on 
a bed a man who was paralyzed, whom they sought to bring in and lay before Him. And when 
they could not find how they might bring him in, because of the crowd, they went up on the 
housetop and let him down with his bed through the tiling into the midst before Jesus. When 
He saw their faith, He said to him, "Man, your sins are forgiven you." And the scribes and the 
Pharisees began to reason, saying, "Who is this who speaks blasphemies? Who can forgive 
sins but God alone?" But when Jesus perceived their thoughts, He answered and said to 
them, "Why are you reasoning in your hearts? Which is easier, to say, 'Your sins are forgiven 
you,' or to say, 'Rise up and walk'? But that you may know that the Son of Man has power on 
earth to forgive sins"—He said to the man who was paralyzed, "I say to you, arise, take up 
your bed, and go to your house." Immediately he rose up before them, took up what he had 
been lying on, and departed to his own house, glorifying God. And they were all amazed, and 
they glorified God and were filled with fear, saying, "We have seen strange things today!" 

V. Your Sins are Forgiven 
a. This story starts out the same but then takes a different turn 

i. When He saw their faith, He said to him, "Man, your sins are forgiven you." 
ii. That’s quite a jump from healing sicknesses. Jesus tells this man, you are now 

right with God.  



1. The Pharisees see this as blasphemous. Who is this man to say anyone is 
right with God? Only the priests can make that declaration. This man has 
not performed the proper rituals to be made right with God and he’s 
paralyzed! He is obviously a sinner and not worthy to be called a son 
Abraham.  

iii. But Jesus saw his faith and said, “Your sins are forgiven.” That was a serious 
claim. You can at least understand their outrage. 

b. Then Jesus explains His primary purpose for healing the sick and the diseased 
i. Which is easier, to say, 'Your sins are forgiven you,' or to say, 'Rise up and 

walk'? But that you may know that the Son of Man has power on earth to forgive 
sins" He said to the man who was paralyzed, "I say to you, arise, take up your 
bed, and go to your house." Immediately he rose up before them, took up what 
he had been lying on, and departed to his own house, glorifying God. 

ii. What good is it if a man is healed in this life but cut off from God in the next? 
Jesus didn’t simply come to provide temporary relief, He came to provide eternal 
healing. 

1. To accomplish sinful men had to be permanently and completely made 
clean. Not temporarily, not ceremonially – but genuinely, washed to the 
core. 

2. Jesus makes it clear how this is possible – Understand your need to be 
clean, want to be clean, and I will make you clean. 

Luk 5:30-52 And their scribes and the Pharisees complained against His disciples, saying, 
"Why do You eat and drink with tax collectors and sinners?" Jesus answered and said to 
them, "Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. I have not 
come to call the righteous, but sinners, to repentance." 

iii. People were comfortable when Jesus was just a healer, just a miracle worker, 
just a gifted preacher and teacher but as soon as He starts declaring people 
clean, declaring people forgiven, declaring people right with God there is a 
dramatic shift in public perception especially with the religious elite 

1. In their minds Jesus was undermining all the systems that had been in 
place for centuries –systems that they had exploited to gain power over 
the people 

2. But Jesus didn’t come to abolish the law, He came to fulfill it 
3. Yes, mankind is defiled because of sin, and yes we are terminally sick 

because of it, and restitution for our sins must be made so that we may be 
made right with God 

a. That restitution is provided in the sacrifice of God’s only begotten 
son Jesus Christ.  

b. Are you the outcast, the sinner, the lonely, the forgotten – Jesus 
came and died for you! And not only to forgive you but to use you to 
change the world! 


