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I. INTRODUCTION 

A. I trust you remember in our last study, Jesus was headed to Galilee, but stopped in 
Samaria to minister to the woman at the well drawing water. 

1. I don’t want to belabor this for those of you that were here last week, so I will just 
remind us all of a couple points. 
a) This was out of the ordinary because the Jews considered the Samaritans 

lower than the Gentiles – and they considered the Gentiles lower than 
dogs! 

b) And a Rabbi would NEVER have talked to a Samaritan woman! 
(1) But Jesus made a special point to meet her at that well, and as a 

result, she and pretty much her whole village found Jesus that day. 
(2) And the disciples learned a valuable lesson about letting their own 

prejudices get in the way of saving souls. 
 

B. In this teaching, Jesus continues his journey to Galilee and begins his ministry there. 

II. JOHN TELL US: JOH 4:43-45 (NKJV) NOW AFTER THE TWO DAYS HE DEPARTED FROM 
THERE AND WENT TO GALILEE.  44  FOR JESUS HIMSELF TESTIFIED THAT A 
PROPHET HAS NO HONOR IN HIS OWN COUNTRY.  45  SO WHEN HE CAME TO 
GALILEE, THE GALILEANS RECEIVED HIM, HAVING SEEN ALL THE THINGS HE DID IN 
JERUSALEM AT THE FEAST; FOR THEY ALSO HAD GONE TO THE FEAST. 

A. Luke adds a little something to this account: Luke 4:14-15 (NKJV) 14 Then Jesus 
returned in the power of the Spirit to Galilee, and news of Him went out through 
all the surrounding region. 15 And He taught in their synagogues, being glorified 
by all. 

1. That might seem obvious, but it is important to note that Jesus did everything in 
the power of the Spirit! 

2. There is an old saying, “Familiarity breeds contempt”. 
a) The meaning is this – “Extensive knowledge of or close association with 

someone leads to a loss of respect for them”. 
(1) Galilee is Jesus’ old “stopping grounds” – He grew up there. 
(2) So, the general population thought they knew him and that he was 

nothing more than just Joseph and Mary’s boy. 
(a) That thought alone proves that they really didn’t know Jesus! 

b) But there will always be a few people who “get it” and such was the case 
in Galilee at this time because there were people there who had witnessed 
his ministry and anointing first-hand in Jerusalem. 
(1) What did He do in Jerusalem that cause them to welcome Him so 

readily here in Galilee? 
(a) John 2:13-22 (NKJV) 13 Now the Passover of the Jews 

was at hand, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 14 And 
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He found in the temple those who sold oxen and sheep 
and doves, and the money changers doing business. 15 
When He had made a whip of cords, He drove them all 
out of the temple, with the sheep and the oxen, and 
poured out the changers’ money and overturned the 
tables. 16 And He said to those who sold doves, “Take 
these things away! Do not make My Father's house a 
house of merchandise!” 17 Then His disciples 
remembered that it was written, “Zeal for Your house 
has eaten Me up.” 18 So the Jews answered and said to 
Him, “What sign do You show to us, since You do these 
things?” 19 Jesus answered and said to them, “Destroy 
this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” 20 Then 
the Jews said, “It has taken forty-six years to build this 
temple, and will You raise it up in three days?” 21 But 
He was speaking of the temple of His body. 22 
Therefore, when He had risen from the dead, His 
disciples remembered that He had said this to them; and 
they believed the Scripture and the word which Jesus 
had said. 
(i) Needless to say, He had made quite an impact in 

Jerusalem! 
 

B. When He arrives in Galilee - His help is immediately needed. 

III. JOHN 4:46-54 (NKJV) 46 SO JESUS CAME AGAIN TO CANA OF GALILEE WHERE HE 
HAD MADE THE WATER WINE. AND THERE WAS A CERTAIN NOBLEMAN WHOSE SON 
WAS SICK AT CAPERNAUM. 47 WHEN HE HEARD THAT JESUS HAD COME OUT OF 
JUDEA INTO GALILEE, HE WENT TO HIM AND IMPLORED HIM TO COME DOWN AND 
HEAL HIS SON, FOR HE WAS AT THE POINT OF DEATH. 48 THEN JESUS SAID TO HIM, 
“UNLESS YOU PEOPLE SEE SIGNS AND WONDERS, YOU WILL BY NO MEANS 
BELIEVE.” 49 THE NOBLEMAN SAID TO HIM, “SIR, COME DOWN BEFORE MY CHILD 
DIES!” 50 JESUS SAID TO HIM, “GO YOUR WAY; YOUR SON LIVES.” SO THE MAN 
BELIEVED THE WORD THAT JESUS SPOKE TO HIM, AND HE WENT HIS WAY. 51 AND 
AS HE WAS NOW GOING DOWN, HIS SERVANTS MET HIM AND TOLD HIM, SAYING, 
“YOUR SON LIVES!” 52 THEN HE INQUIRED OF THEM THE HOUR WHEN HE GOT 
BETTER. AND THEY SAID TO HIM, “YESTERDAY AT THE SEVENTH HOUR THE FEVER 
LEFT HIM.” 53 SO THE FATHER KNEW THAT IT WAS AT THE SAME HOUR IN WHICH 
JESUS SAID TO HIM, “YOUR SON LIVES.” AND HE HIMSELF BELIEVED, AND HIS 
WHOLE HOUSEHOLD. 54 THIS AGAIN IS THE SECOND SIGN JESUS DID WHEN HE HAD 
COME OUT OF JUDEA INTO GALILEE. 

A. Then, just as it is now, there were people who only followed Jesus for what they could 
get from Him.  They saw Him do miracle and they wanted some of that. 

1. If you had a terminally ill son or daughter at home, wouldn’t you ask for Jesus’ 
help? 

2. I personally think that this was most likely spoken to the man publicly and was 
meant for more than just his ears. 
a) But the scripture tells us that the man believed the word that Jesus 

spoke to him, and he went his way! 
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(1) That takes faith! 
(2) And when he got home, he was told that his son’s fever broke at 

the exact same time that Jesus said his son was healed. 
(a) That nobleman and his entire house gave their hearts to 

Jesus that day. 
 

B. It should be noted that Jesus was against signs and wonders, only the shallow 
dependence on them instead of believing on the God that gives the signs and wonders! 

IV. MATTHEW 4:13-17 (NKJV) 13 AND LEAVING NAZARETH, HE CAME AND DWELT IN 
CAPERNAUM, WHICH IS BY THE SEA, IN THE REGIONS OF ZEBULUN AND NAPHTALI, 
14 THAT IT MIGHT BE FULFILLED WHICH WAS SPOKEN BY ISAIAH THE PROPHET, 
SAYING: 15 “THE LAND OF ZEBULUN AND THE LAND OF NAPHTALI, BY THE WAY OF 
THE SEA, BEYOND THE JORDAN, GALILEE OF THE GENTILES: 16 THE PEOPLE WHO 
SAT IN DARKNESS HAVE SEEN A GREAT LIGHT, AND UPON THOSE WHO SAT IN THE 
REGION AND SHADOW OF DEATH LIGHT HAS DAWNED.” 17 FROM THAT TIME JESUS 
BEGAN TO PREACH AND TO SAY, “REPENT, FOR THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN IS AT 
HAND.” 

A. Next He goes to Capernaum to bring light into a dark place as Isaiah as predicted. 

1. And what is the message that He focuses on?  REPENTANCE! 
2. Interesting because that is where John started and also ended. 
3. Jesus picks it up where John left of, but He will take it much farther. 

a) John only announced the Messiah, Jesus IS the Messiah and He has a lot 
to say. 

b) But on our part – it all begins with repentance.  Without repentance there 
can be no salvation! 

 
V. CONCLUSION 

A. And lastly (at least for this study) Jesus heads for Jerusalem to an ice-cold reception. 

1. Luke 4:16-30 (NKJV) 16 So He came to Nazareth, where He had been 
brought up. And as His custom was, He went into the synagogue on the 
Sabbath day, and stood up to read. 17 And He was handed the book of the 
prophet Isaiah. And when He had opened the book, He found the place 
where it was written: 18 “The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, Because He has 
anointed Me To preach the gospel to the poor; He has sent Me to heal the 
brokenhearted, To proclaim liberty to the captives And recovery of sight to 
the blind, To set at liberty those who are oppressed; 19 To proclaim the 
acceptable year of the Lord.” 20 Then He closed the book, and gave it back 
to the attendant and sat down. And the eyes of all who were in the 
synagogue were fixed on Him. 21 And He began to say to them, “Today this 
Scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.” 22 So all bore witness to Him, and 
marveled at the gracious words which proceeded out of His mouth. And 
they said, “Is this not Joseph's son?” 23 He said to them, “You will surely 
say this proverb to Me, ‘Physician, heal yourself! Whatever we have heard 
done in Capernaum, do also here in Your country.’ ” 24 Then He said, 
“Assuredly, I say to you, no prophet is accepted in his own country. 25 But 
I tell you truly, many widows were in Israel in the days of Elijah, when the 
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heaven was shut up three years and six months, and there was a great 
famine throughout all the land; 26 but to none of them was Elijah sent 
except to Zarephath, in the region of Sidon, to a woman who was a widow. 
27 And many lepers were in Israel in the time of Elisha the prophet, and 
none of them was cleansed except Naaman the Syrian.” 28 So all those in 
the synagogue, when they heard these things, were filled with wrath, 29 
and rose up and thrust Him out of the city; and they led Him to the brow of 
the hill on which their city was built, that they might throw Him down over 
the cliff. 30 Then passing through the midst of them, He went His way. 
a) As was normal for Jesus, he went to the Synagogue to worship. 

(1) He read from the book of Isaiah and sat down and they all 
marveled at how gracious He was. 

(2) They couldn’t believe that this was all coming from Mary and 
Joseph’s son. 
(a) That was until He began to explain to them that this was all 

fulfilled in HIM!  That he was whom Isaiah was talking about! 
(b) They wanted Him to do a “dog and pony show” with miracles 

and signs and wonders to prove his statements, but He 
would not. 

(c) So they incensed, and drug Him to the edge of a hill in order 
to throw him off the cliff. 
(i) By the way, this was usually the first step before they 

stoned someone to death. 
(a) If the fall didn’t do it, the rocks would. 
 

B. They got their miracle but not in the way they were expecting. 

1. Jesus turned around walked right through this angry death-mob without anyone 
lifting a finger to stop Him! 

 


