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THE GOSPELS 
 

The Wedding and The Temple 
The Gospels of Jesus 

 
I. The Gospel of John 

a. Moving chronologically through the events of all 4 gospels 
i. We’ve covered the birth of Jesus, His childhood, His baptism, and His temptation 

in the desert 
ii. The next series of events in the ministry of Jesus are exclusive to the gospel of 

John 
1. Jesus’s first miracle at the wedding in Cana 
2. Jesus clearing the temple of the money changers 
3. His time with Nicodemus 

b. What are we looking for in these accounts? What did John see that he wants to 
communicate with his audience? 

i. Joh 1:14-16  And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we 
beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of 
grace and truth. John bore witness of Him and cried out, saying, "This was 
He of whom I said, 'He who comes after me is preferred before me, for He 
was before me.' "And of His fullness we have all received, and grace for 
grace. 

ii. Joh 2:11  This beginning of signs Jesus did in Cana of Galilee, and 
manifested His glory; and His disciples believed in Him. 

iii. John later writes at the end of his gospel in Joh 20:31  but these are written 
that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that 
believing you may have life in His name. 

1. There is a direct connection between beholding the glory of Jesus Christ 
and believing on His name for life 

iv. John wanted the readers of his gospel to see what he had seen, to behold the 
glory of Jesus Christ so they too would believe – it was Philip’s invitation to 
Nathanial “Come and see!” 

1. The Gospel of John is an invitation to come and see – come and see 
Jesus 

2. That is exactly how we will approach these events – what do we learn 
about who Jesus is and why He has come? – Jesus show us your glory so 
that we may know you more and become more like you 

Joh 2:1-12  On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of Jesus 
was there.  (2)  Now both Jesus and His disciples were invited to the wedding.  (3)  And when 
they ran out of wine, the mother of Jesus said to Him, "They have no wine."  (4)  Jesus said to 
her, "Woman, what does your concern have to do with Me? My hour has not yet 
come."  (5)  His mother said to the servants, "Whatever He says to you, do it."  (6)  Now there 
were set there six waterpots of stone, according to the manner of purification of the Jews, 
containing twenty or thirty gallons apiece.  (7)  Jesus said to them, "Fill the waterpots with 
water." And they filled them up to the brim.  (8)  And He said to them, "Draw some out now, 
and take it to the master of the feast." And they took it.  (9)  When the master of the feast had 
tasted the water that was made wine, and did not know where it came from (but the servants 



who had drawn the water knew), the master of the feast called the bridegroom.  (10)  And he 
said to him, "Every man at the beginning sets out the good wine, and when the guests have 
well drunk, then the inferior. You have kept the good wine until now!"  (11)  This beginning of 
signs Jesus did in Cana of Galilee, and manifested His glory; and His disciples believed in 
Him.  (12)  After this He went down to Capernaum, He, His mother, His brothers, and His 
disciples; and they did not stay there many days. 

II. His Glory Through Obedience 
a. This beginning of signs Jesus did in Cana of Galilee, and manifested His glory; and His 

disciples believed in Him 
i. This supernatural act manifested or rendered apparent His glorious nature – it 

added a layer of paint to the canvas of who this Man was  
ii. I am not interested in discussing the justification for drinking in this passage. I 

want to know how this event glorifies Jesus – that is my primary concern 
because it was John’s primary concern as he recorded this event 

iii. How is the glory of Jesus displayed in the events in front of us? 
b. Mary tells Jesus, “They have no wine.” 

i. Why did Mary come to Jesus with this concern? Could it be the wisdom he had 
displayed over the many years he was in her home? An understanding that 
nothing was outside of His control? 

1. Some suggest Mary was patiently waiting for the day of her vindication. 
The day when Jesus would prove He was the Son of God truly born to a 
virgin 

2. That may very well be possible considering Jesus’s response to her 
3. Let’s break down His response 

c. "Woman, what does your concern have to do with Me? My hour has not yet come." 
i. Woman - not disrespectful but it is out of place 

1. Ma’am – not disrespectful but strange – something I would call the cashier 
at Fry’s not my own mother 

ii. What does this have to do with me? - used five other times in the New Testament 
1. Every other time it is spoken by a demon to Jesus 
2. Usually goes like this – a demon possessed an individual and Jesus 

appears on the scene – He interferes – He invades the demon’s personal 
space 

a. The demon had control over this individual, but the moment Jesus 
shows up that demon’s control is threatened because one greater 
has arrived 

b. This doesn’t have anything to do with you. Why would you have 
any interest in this sinner? This is my domain. “What have you to 
do with us, O Son of God?” 

iii. Essentially Jesus is saying, “Ma’am, it isn’t your place to call out my power.” 
d. Then Jesus goes and does it anyway 

i. So why put up a fight? If He was going to do it all along, why make a scene?  
1. Remember the disciples are watching all of this.  

ii. Jesus is making it clear to his mother, and his brothers, and his disciples and to 
us that no one on earth has control over Him regardless of their relationship with 
Him 

1. His mother and His family had no special claim to Him or His power and 
they had no unique ability to guide His ministry – despite what some 
traditions teach today 

iii. Jesus makes this clear throughout the gospels - Mat 12:46-50 While He was 
still talking to the multitudes, behold, His mother and brothers stood 
outside, seeking to speak with Him. Then one said to Him, "Look, Your 



mother and Your brothers are standing outside, seeking to speak with 
You." But He answered and said to the one who told Him, "Who is My 
mother and who are My brothers?" And He stretched out His hand toward 
His disciples and said, "Here are My mother and My brothers! For whoever 
does the will of My Father in heaven is My brother and sister and mother." 

iv. Luk 11:27-28 And it happened, as He spoke these things, that a certain 
woman from the crowd raised her voice and said to Him, "Blessed is the 
womb that bore You, and the breasts which nursed You!" But He said, 
"More than that, blessed are those who hear the word of God and keep it!" 

III. The Will of the Father 
a. What is Jesus telling all of us? How does this glorify Him?  

i. "Here are My mother and My brothers! For whoever does the will of My Father in 
heaven is My brother and sister and mother." 

ii. He is revealing the road to God’s favor is not through family it is through faith! 
iii. And Jesus is establishing the motivation behind His entire ministry. I have come 

to do the work of my Father. He is manifesting His glory by reflecting the perfect 
unity He has with God the Father 

iv. My Father in heaven directs My path, not any human being, including my mother 
b. My time has not yet come – what was this time He was speaking of? 

i. “So they were seeking to arrest him, but no one laid a hand on him, because his 
hour had not yet come.”, “Now is my soul troubled. And what shall I say? ‘Father, 
save me from this hour’? But for this purpose I have come to this hour.”, The 
hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. Truly, truly, I say to you, unless 
a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it 
bears much fruit.” 

ii. He wasn’t on anyone else’s timeline but that of His Father’s 
iii. Joh 5:19  Then Jesus answered and said to them, "Most assuredly, I say to 

you, the Son can do nothing of Himself, but what He sees the Father do; for 
whatever He does, the Son also does in like manner. 

1. Joh 8:28  Then Jesus said to them, "When you lift up the Son of Man, 
then you will know that I am He, and that I do nothing of Myself; but 
as My Father taught Me, I speak these things. 

c. He still performs a sign – He performs a supernatural work 
i. Everything Jesus does is a deliberate act that paints a clearer picture of His 

nature 
1. What message was He sending? That He is compassionate, concerned 

about the needs of the bride and bridegroom? That is true, but His 
concern for them runs far deeper than their immediate predicament. 

IV. Purification of Sins 
a. Jesus asks for specific jars 

i. He doesn’t ask for the jars that contained the drinking water but instead He asks 
for the jars used for ceremonial purification 

1. Washing your hands before you ate wasn’t simply a physical act of 
cleanliness, it was a spiritual act 

2. To eat with dirty hands would defile oneself – in Mark 7 when the 
Pharisees noticed the disciples didn’t wash their hands before they ate - 
“Why don’t your disciples live according to the tradition of the elders 
instead of eating their food with defiled hands?” 

3. Jesus quoted the prophet Isaiah “You honor me with your lips, but your 
heart is far from me.” 



a. You claim to be concerned about purity, but you are rejecting the 
purifier 

ii. That is exactly the message Jesus is proclaiming when he takes the water used 
in their purification rituals and turns it into wine 

1. In John 6:55, Jesus said, “My blood is true drink.” “Unless you . . . drink 
[the] blood [of the Son of Man], you have no life in you” (John 6:53). 

2. Jesus is telling them I will take your purification rituals and show you a 
new way of purification, a better way of purification, a way to be purified 
once and for all through My blood, through My sacrifice, through My death 
on the cross 

3. John understood this because he writes in 1st John 1 that the blood of 
Jesus purifies us from all sin 

4. That is why Jesus was so harsh with the Pharisees – He said You have let 
go of the commands of God and are holding on to human traditions. You 
have a fine way of setting aside the commands of God in order to observe 
your own traditions!” 

a. You hang on to your traditions for selfish gain at the determent of 
my people 

Joh 2:13-25  Now the Passover of the Jews was at hand, and Jesus went up to 
Jerusalem.  (14)  And He found in the temple those who sold oxen and sheep and doves, and 
the money changers doing business.  (15)  When He had made a whip of cords, He drove them 
all out of the temple, with the sheep and the oxen, and poured out the changers' money and 
overturned the tables.  (16)  And He said to those who sold doves, "Take these things away! 
Do not make My Father's house a house of merchandise!"  (17)  Then His disciples 
remembered that it was written, "ZEAL FOR YOUR HOUSE HAS EATEN ME UP."  (18)  So the 
Jews answered and said to Him, "What sign do You show to us, since You do these 
things?"  (19)  Jesus answered and said to them, "Destroy this temple, and in three days I will 
raise it up."  (20)  Then the Jews said, "It has taken forty-six years to build this temple, and will 
You raise it up in three days?"  (21)  But He was speaking of the temple of His 
body.  (22)  Therefore, when He had risen from the dead, His disciples remembered that He 
had said this to them; and they believed the Scripture and the word which Jesus had 
said.  (23)  Now when He was in Jerusalem at the Passover, during the feast, many believed in 
His name when they saw the signs which He did.  (24)  But Jesus did not commit Himself to 
them, because He knew all men,  (25)  and had no need that anyone should testify of man, for 
He knew what was in man. 

V. Zeal for Your House 
a. During Passover Jews from all over would travel to Jerusalem to offer sacrifices to God 

in the temple 
i. We know the significance of the temple from our study in the book of Exodus – 

the place where the glory of God dwelt with His people 
ii. People would travel such long distances, they often would not bring animals with 

them to sacrifice so this created a marketplace within the temple to sell these 
travelers animals 

1. Seems fair enough – supply and demand  
iii. Matthew, Mark, and Luke include a similar event but they all record it at the end 

of Jesus’ three-year ministry 
iv. John records it at the beginning of Jesus’ ministry – some say John simply wasn’t 

going in chronological order but there is reason to believe they are two separate 
events 

v. For one, Jesus’ response is different in John’s gospel and the response of the 
crowds is different also 
 



b. We see a side of Jesus that we don’t often see in scripture  
i. He takes the time to construct a whip and He drives these merchants out of the 

temple, He pours out their money boxes, and He flips over their tables 
ii. What sparks His righteous indignation? The answer is found in His statement “Do 

not make My Father’s house a house of merchandise.” 
1. Put another way “My Father’s house is not a marketplace. 

iii. Jesus saw through the merchants’ phony act of charity and saw their true 
motivation – greed 

1. It was all an act – they didn’t care about men being made right with God, 
they didn’t care about obedience to God, they saw man’s desire to find 
favor with God as an opportunity for personal gain 

2. This had nothing to do with love and everything to do with greed 
c. What do we learn about Jesus? 

i. He is deeply concerned about how God is represented to the people 
ii. He tells Pilate – “I have come to bear witness to the truth” 
iii. The religious leaders of His day did not have the same passion for the truth –  

1. Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you clean the outside 
of the cup and the plate, but inside they are full of greed and self-
indulgence.” 

iv. Jesus knew this was something far bigger at play then just what was going on in 
the temple 

1. This greed cloaked in religion had permeated every area of Jewish 
worship and had perverted the name of God 

2. That was so radically different from Jesus’ purpose on earth – it wasn’t for 
personal gain or to be served – it was to serve and give His life for the 
ransom of many 

d. Verse 18: “So the Jews said to him, ‘What sign do you show us for doing these things?’”  
i. What do we do when we are caught in sin? we deflect - Adam did this with Eve 
ii. Destroy this temple and I will raise it up in 3 days - double layered meaning 
iii. They were destroying the temple - by misusing it for personal gain 
iv. That same mindset will condemn Jesus to a murderer’s death - That same love 

money and love for self will lead you to destroy me. 
v. Build it back up in 3 days - double meaning - His body - John 10 Jesus says “I lay 

down my life that I may take it up again. No one takes it from me, but I lay it down 
of my own accord. I have authority to lay it down, and I have authority to take it 
up again.” 

1. The physical temple is destroyed - He builds it back up in 3 days because 
we become the temple 

2. John 4:21–23, “Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when neither 
on this mountain nor in Jerusalem will you worship the Father. . . . 
The hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will 
worship the Father in spirit and truth.” 

vi. Therefore, when He had risen from the dead, His disciples remembered that He 
had said this to them; and they believed the Scripture and the word which Jesus 
had said.   

1. Make your decision to accept Jesus or reject based on who He is and 
what He has done – not on what the world paints Him to be 

VI. Communion 


