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GALATIANS 
 

A Declaration of Independence 

Galatians 05 

 

I. Freedom 

a. Paul’s letter to the Galatians has been referred to as scripture’s declaration of independence 

i. When Paul first traveled through the region of Galatia he preached the one true gospel 

and it was a liberating gospel 

ii. Paul explained that through faith in Christ mankind could be free from the burden of the 

law, free from bondage to sin, and free from the clutches of death 

1. Some Jews were offended, even threatened by this. They followed closely behind 

Paul and preached a different gospel.  

2. They argued that faith in Jesus wasn’t enough – to truly receive and retain 

salvation men had to continue to obey the law, take part in the ceremonies and the 

rituals, and the traditions 

3. Hearing of this, Paul again found himself defending the wonderful simplicity of 

the gospel 

b. The words Freedom and liberty have taken on new meaning – a wonderful thing has been 

distorted and perverted and watered down 

i. Liberty has been traded for lawlessness – The pursuit of holiness has taken a back seat to 

the pursuit of own personal rights 

1. The freedom we have in Christ was never meant to be an excuse for sin 

ii. The church has forgotten that freedom abused leads to freedom destroyed. When we 

abuse our freedoms we lose our freedoms. 

1. I have the freedom to work hard, make money, and to spend money – I also have 

the freedom to apply for a credit card of my choice. Multiple credit cards if I 

chose. I have the freedom to charge all kinds of exciting things to those cards.  

a. Now, like millions of Americans I am crippled by debt, my hands are tied 

2. I have the freedom to have a beer or a glass of wine with my meal. I also have the 

freedom to have two, or three glasses. I also have the freedom to go to the bar 

once a week, three times a week, every night. 

a. My life revolves around this substance 

iii. Jesus tells us in John 8 that we shall know the truth and the truth will set us free. He goes 

on to say “and if the Son makes you free you are free indeed” 

1. Romans 8 Paul tells us that we have been delivered from the bondage of 

corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of God. 

2. Can we agree with this? Are we free? Are our minds free? Our wills free? Our 

desires free? Or is some external force lording over us 

3. Freedom is truly a wonderful thing when kept inbounds and Paul is going to show 

us this morning how to protect and enjoy that liberty we have found in Jesus 

II. Stand Fast 

Gal 5:1  Stand fast therefore in the liberty by which Christ has made us free, and do not be entangled again 

with a yoke of bondage. 

a. We will face opposition. Our freedom will be challenged – by our flesh, by the devil, by the 

systems of this world 
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i. When our freedom is under attack, when truth is under attack, victory is less about what 

we do and more about where we find ourselves. Are we cemented on the only foundation 

that cannot be shaken? On God and His Holy Word or have we relocated to shaky ground 

1. To be planted on God’s Word is to trust that God cannot and will not lie and He is 

to be believed fully and unconditionally 

2. Tozer writes “Remember that faith is not a noble quality found only in superior 

men. It is not a virtue attainable by a limited few. It is not the ability to persuade 

ourselves that black is white or that something we desire will come to pass if we 

only wish hard enough. Faith is simply the bringing of our minds into accord with 

the truth. It is adjusting our expectations to the promises of God in complete 

assurance that the God of the whole earth cannot lie.” 

b. There’s two ways we find ourselves entangled again in bondage  

i. We give audience to the voice that beckons us to take our freedom out of bounds 

ii. Or we give audience to the voice that whispers that we are not doing enough to earn 

God’s love – we need to carry more burdens, to suffer more, to worry more, or else we 

will lose the right to be called His son or daughter 

iii. Those voices become ever more convincing when we divorce ourselves from God’s 

Word 

1. It is only when we begin to truly learn God’s character that we can begin to fully 

trust in His promises. Tozer writes “We must study the scriptures to learn of 

God’s character. Our faith will only spring up naturally and joyfully as we find 

that our God is trustworthy and fully able to perform every promise He has made. 

I have come to believe that all the promises of God have been made to assure us 

weak and changeable humans of God’s never-ending good will and concern. 

What God is today He will be tomorrow. And all that God does will always be in 

accord with all that God is!”  

a. We often struggle to muster up faith in a God that we don’t even know 

because we have completely neglected His Word 

2. We don’t study the Bible out of religious duty, or to gain ammunition to better 

argue or points, we study it to be changed 

a. Howard Hendricks puts it this way “The Bible was written not to satisfy 

your curiosity but to help you conform to Christ’s image. Not to make you 

a smarter sinner but to make you like the Savior. Not to fill your head with 

a collection of Bible facts but to transform your life 

III. The First Threat 

a. Paul begins to address these two threats to freedom individual – starting with earning the lie that 

we must earn God’s love 

Gal 5:2-12  Indeed I, Paul, say to you that if you become circumcised, Christ will profit you nothing.  (3)  

And I testify again to every man who becomes circumcised that he is a debtor to keep the whole law.  (4)  You 

have become estranged from Christ, you who attempt to be justified by law; you have fallen from grace.  (5)  

For we through the Spirit eagerly wait for the hope of righteousness by faith.  (6)  For in Christ Jesus 

neither circumcision nor uncircumcision avails anything, but faith working through love.  (7)  You ran well. 

Who hindered you from obeying the truth?  (8)  This persuasion does not come from Him who calls you.  (9)  

A little leaven leavens the whole lump.  (10)  I have confidence in you, in the Lord, that you will have no 

other mind; but he who troubles you shall bear his judgment, whoever he is.  (11)  And I, brethren, if I still 

preach circumcision, why do I still suffer persecution? Then the offense of the cross has ceased.  (12)  I 

could wish that those who trouble you would even cut themselves off! 

b. Paul is responding to the men who are demanding that everyone who comes to Christ must also 

be circumcised to be saved 

i. Paul says that act of circumcision will profit you nothing. You can substitute any 

tradition in there you want. If you look to Jesus and… for salvation you have undermined 

the very heart of the gospel 



ii. There can’t be an and…salvation come through faith in Christ alone or not at all…adding 

anything to that truth changes the gospel. Adding anything says we have a hand it, we 

now have something to boast about, we have earned forgiveness.  

iii. Paul writes if you jump through one hoop, you have to jump through all of them. The law 

demands perfection. You can’t pick and choose which laws lead to salvation.  

1. If you go down that road you will ultimately end up estranged from Christ and 

you will fall short of the grace of God 

c. For we through the Spirit eagerly wait for the hope of righteousness by faith 

i. We trust in the character of God – He promised that we would be made righteous through 

His son Jesus and we can’t wait to see that promise fulfilled 

1. Through the Spirit who bears witness to us the character of God – 1Co 2:9-11  

But as it is written: "EYE HAS NOT SEEN, NOR EAR HEARD, NOR HAVE 

ENTERED INTO THE HEART OF MAN THE THINGS WHICH GOD HAS 

PREPARED FOR THOSE WHO LOVE HIM."  (10)  But God has revealed 

them to us through His Spirit. For the Spirit searches all things, yes, the deep 

things of God.  (11)  For what man knows the things of a man except the spirit 

of the man which is in him? Even so no one knows the things of God except the 

Spirit of God. 

2. Since the Galatians have believed a lie we know two things – they have neglected 

the Word of God and they have ignored the Spirit of God 

d. “You ran well” – who led you astray? Whose voice did you listen to? It wasn’t the Lord’s! He 

didn’t lead you down this path of legalism – Jesus promised freedom, He promised rest, He 

promised to take the burden on the law onto His shoulders. Who’s lies are you entertaining 

i. I have confidence in you, in the Lord, that you will have no other mind; but he who 

troubles you shall bear his judgment, whoever he is. – I know you will return to the truth 

but for those who caused you to stumble – they will answer to God 

ii. I could wish that those who trouble you would even cut themselves off! 

1. Many commentators have tried to sanitize or censor this section of scripture but in 

doing so we miss the weight of Paul’s words 

a. The word we translate cut off is to amputate, or to mutilate  

2. Paul emphasizes the damage these men are causing – If circumcision saves than 

they should take it even further, they should go all the way, they should castrate 

themselves as some of the pagan priests did in their time 

3. Php 3:2-3  Beware of dogs, beware of evil workers, beware of the mutilation!  

(3)  For we are the circumcision, who worship God in the Spirit, rejoice in 

Christ Jesus, and have no confidence in the flesh, 

a. Paul is also using a double meaning – cut these men out of your lives – if 

your hand causes you to sin cut it off – Jesus wasn’t advocating self-

mutilation, He was advocating self-denial 

IV. The Purpose of Freedom 

Gal 5:13-14  For you, brethren, have been called to liberty; only do not use liberty as an opportunity for the 

flesh, but through love serve one another.  (14)  For all the law is fulfilled in one word, even in this: "YOU 

SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF." (15) But if you bite and devour one another, beware 

lest you be consumed by one another!   

a. Jesus has set us free to take the gospel out to a dying world but many Christians are so weighed 

down by sin they can’t even get out their front door 

i. We are so consumed with our personal struggles that we can’t even begin to think about 

helping someone else 

b. How can a bedridden doctor help a bedridden patient? How can one drug addict lead another to 

sobriety? How can the blind lead the blind? How can one downing man save another?  

i. Individuals are crippled by debt and there’s no room to help another 



ii. Husbands are not loving their wives well because of an addiction to pornography, 

mother’s are not loving their children well because of an addiction to alcohol, men and 

women are not loving their church family well because their job has become their master 

– the moment we use our liberty as an opportunity to serve the flesh we begin to choke 

out our ability to love and serve others well 

iii. In the place of love cynicism, jealousy, and hatred spring up – we complain, back bite, 

gossip, and devour 

1. A failure in this area is a failure in God’s greatest commandment – if we fail in 

this area nothing else matters  

a. We know this and all that knowledge does is make us feel worthless 

because we can’t seem to escape our flesh 

Gal 5:15-18  (16)  I say then: Walk in the Spirit, and you shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh.  (17)  For the 

flesh lusts against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; and these are contrary to one another, so that 

you do not do the things that you wish.  (18)  But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law. 

c. Go where the Spirit leads. Period. Hard stop. No excuses, no justification, no reasons why we 

can’t – we surrender our will to the Spirit of God and we follow Him 

i. “But I can’t” is a lie and it is calling God a liar. There is no can’t when we have the Spirit 

of the living God living inside of us, there is only won’t. Maybe we won’t because we 

don’t fully trust the character of God, then my encouragement to you is start seeking. 

ii. I want to read but I can’t seem to find the time, or I don’t feel like.  

iii. As Christians we depend far too much on external motivation. So much of what we do is 

contingent on what happens to us, how people treat us, what the outcome is going to be.  

1. If we are constantly looking outside of ourselves for motivation we will be that 

double minded man that James speaks of because sometimes the motivation is 

nowhere to be found.  

V. The New Covenant 

a. Paul makes reference here to the power of the New Covenant - But if you are led by the Spirit, 

you are not under the law. 

i. Following the law is a form of self-imprisonment - I live in a sinful and fallen world and I 

don’t want to be influenced by this world so I’m going to build these external walls 

around me, create rules and regulations and traditions that will prevent anything from 

coming in and anything going out -  what is a room with no way of escape? Jail cell.  

1. The problem is we still haven’t escaped ourselves! 

ii. The New Covenant tells us we don’t have to be dependent on outside motivation to 

remain righteous. We are righteous in God’s eyes. Now we get to walk in that new 

identity. We have been granted the Spirit of the living God and He dwells within us. The 

work is finished.  

1. Now we can move freely in the world and not be of the world. Free to reach out to 

the lost without becoming lost ourselves. We don’t have to conform; we don’t 

have to be influenced by this world – if a Christian is influenced by this world it is 

because they choose to be, they have gone where the Spirit did not lead them 

b. But if you are led by the Spirit – there is a condition here. The “I am” statements of Jesus are of 

the utmost importance but there is another statement in scripture we overlook “you are” – 

Identity statements – these statements remind us we don’t need outside motivation to submit to 

God’s will  

i. you are not of the world 

ii. you are endued with power from on high 

iii. you are not under law but under grace 

iv. you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit 

v. you are God's field, you are God's building, you are the temple of God and the Spirit of 

God dwells in you 

vi. you are the body of Christ 



vii. you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus 

viii. you are no longer a slave but a son, and if a son, then an heir of God through Christ 

ix. you are light in the Lord, you are all sons of light and sons of the day 

x. you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people, 

that you may proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His 

marvelous light; 

1. But I don’t feel like it. Is God a liar? This is what Jesus’ death and resurrection 

accomplished and when we deny that we make the cross of no effect. 

Gal 5:19-26  Now the works of the flesh are evident, which are: adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lewdness,  

(20)  idolatry, sorcery, hatred, contentions, jealousies, outbursts of wrath, selfish ambitions, dissensions, 

heresies,  (21)  envy, murders, drunkenness, revelries, and the like; of which I tell you beforehand, just as I 

also told you in time past, that those who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of God.  (22)  But 

the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,  (23)  gentleness, 

self-control. Against such there is no law.  (24)  And those who are Christ's have crucified the flesh with its 

passions and desires.  (25)  If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit.  (26)  Let us not become 

conceited, provoking one another, envying one another. 

VI. Two Identities 

a. One describes our identity before Christ, the other our identity in Christ 

i. When we start to see that old man again time to cement ourselves back on that firm 

foundation 

1. Discipline ourselves in light of the truth of God’s Word 

ii. Fix our eyes back on Jesus and allow His Word to remind us of our identity in Him 

 


