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GALATIANS
 

The Message and the Messenger
Galatians 2

 
I. Just Jesus

a. Paul’s pattern for sharing the gospel – go into a town, preach the gospel first to the Jews and then
to the gentiles

i. Men and women would find saving faith in Jesus, lives would be transformed, and they
would begin gathering together because of their common faith in Jesus

ii. Paul would do his best to give these early churches a firm foundation, appoint elders and
deacons, work with the other apostles to strengthen these churches

b. Just as Paul was committed to fulfilling his call to spread the gospel there were false teachers
committed to undermining the truth gospel

i. There were groups of men devoted to discrediting the message and the messenger
c. Out of all these groups that Paul had to deal with the most damaging was a group known as

Judaizers
i. Everywhere Paul went preaching the one true gospel of salvation by grace through alone,

through faith alone, in Christ alone – they would follow closely behind perverting the
gospel with a message of salvation through works.

1. God’s forgiveness must be earned through righteous living and strict adherence to
the law

ii. After Paul had planted a church in Galatia on his first missionary journey, just like
clockwork the Judaizers came in behind him telling the gentiles that they had to be
circumcised and become Jews before they could be saved.

1. After that they had to adhere to strict Jewish customs and rituals to retain their
salvation

d. That is the reality of the world we live in – anywhere the gospel is being preach, the devil is close
at hand attempting to undermine the message and the messengers

1. Spreading the gospel is and will always be a spiritual battle that should never be
taken lightly. It will always be met with opposition so it is definitely not for the
faint of heart.

2. Battle that must be fought with great humility, prayer, compassion, and diligence as
Paul has exampled to us

ii. We may not have Judaizers around today but the simplicity and the purity of the gospel
is still under attack

iii. In the unbelieving world the entire gospel is considered foolish – god of this world has
blinded men

1. Even though they deny the gospel there is still a belief of an afterlife and heaven.
Qualification – be a good person.

iiii. The problem lies even deeper within religions who claim that Jesus is their savior – a
little bit of truth and a lot of lies

 
1. Mormonism - We are saved through his grace after doing all we can. Both in

confessing his name and in keeping his commandments.
 

a. “Acting alone, the grace of Christ is not sufficient for salvation. The
works of man -- the ordinances of salvation, the deeds of service and acts
of charity and mercy -- are necessary for salvation...," Robert L. Millet
BYU

 



of charity and mercy -- are necessary for salvation...," Robert L. Millet
BYU

 
2. Catholicism - According to Roman Catholicism, after receiving initial justification

in baptism, which removes original sin, grace is also infused into a person.
However, with each sin a person commits after baptism, there is a loss of
justifying grace. The more a person sins, the more grace he loses. Lesser sins
result in incremental losses of this grace, but greater sins (mortal sins) bring an
instantaneous loss of all grace--if a person dies after committing mortal sin, he
goes to hell. In order to replace the grace that was lost, he must participate in the
sacraments (mainly penance) administered by a properly ordained priest in the
Roman Catholic Church. This regaining of grace enables him to do good works
and keep himself in a state of justification before God.

a. When we’re talking about salvation and sanctification there is no “Jesus
and..,” there is only Jesus – trust in Jesus for salvation, trust Jesus daily to
work in us, to change us, to transform us. This is where we should be
planting ourselves and refusing to give up any ground

3. The devil loves confusion. He knows we will not accept a complete undermining of
the truth of the gospel, so let’s change it, let’s add to it, let’s create a few more
hoops to jump through – “satan can’t destroy the gospel. He only lies about it by
adding, subtracting, and substituting” – when we do that it’s no longer the gospel

v. Just as Paul wrote to the Corinthians – “I fear, lest somehow, as the serpent deceived Eve
by his craftiness, so your minds may be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ.”
ESV puts it this way “I fear your thoughts will be led astray from a sincere and pure
devotion to Christ”

vi. Wrote to the church in Galatia - Gal 1:6-7  I am astonished that you are so quickly
deserting him who called you in the grace of Christ and are turning to a different
gospel— (7)  not that there is another one, but there are some who trouble you and
want to distort the gospel of Christ.

1. The enemy has had great success in this area
II. Defending the Messenger

a. Chapter 1 Paul defends the message of the gospel, in chapter 2 he finds himself defending himself,
the messenger of the gospel

i. The enemy is cunning – if he discredits the messenger it is much easier to discredit the
message

ii. Is that how our legal system works – do you want to discredit the testimony of a witness,
attack their credibility as a person first

iii. Paul again finds himself in a place he doesn’t want to be but knows that it is necessary
for the truth of the gospel to shine through

Gal 2:1  Then after fourteen years I went up again to Jerusalem with Barnabas, taking Titus along with me.
 (2)  I went up because of a revelation and set before them (though privately before those who seemed
influential) the gospel that I proclaim among the Gentiles, in order to make sure I was not running or had
not run in vain.  (3)  But even Titus, who was with me, was not forced to be circumcised, though he was a
Greek.  (4)  Yet because of false brothers secretly brought in—who slipped in to spy out our freedom that we
have in Christ Jesus, so that they might bring us into slavery— (5)  to them we did not yield in submission
even for a moment, so that the truth of the gospel might be preserved for you.  (6)  And from those who
seemed to be influential (what they were makes no difference to me; God shows no partiality)—those, I say,
who seemed influential added nothing to me.  (7)  On the contrary, when they saw that I had been entrusted
with the gospel to the uncircumcised, just as Peter had been entrusted with the gospel to the circumcised  (8)
 (for he who worked through Peter for his apostolic ministry to the circumcised worked also through me for
mine to the Gentiles),  (9)  and when James and Cephas and John, who seemed to be pillars, perceived the
grace that was given to me, they gave the right hand of fellowship to Barnabas and me, that we should go to
the Gentiles and they to the circumcised.  (10)  Only, they asked us to remember the poor, the very thing I was
eager to do.

b. Paul is giving an account of a great awaking in the city of Antioch. Men and women who were
technically Jewish (nationality) but Greeks in practicality (culture and customs) were being
saved.

i. When the church in Jerusalem had heard about the Spirit of God moving in Antioch they
sent Barnabas there to see all that was happening

ii. Barnabas observed a clash of cultures – Jewish and Greek – led to questions about what



saved.
i. When the church in Jerusalem had heard about the Spirit of God moving in Antioch they

sent Barnabas there to see all that was happening
ii. Barnabas observed a clash of cultures – Jewish and Greek – led to questions about what

was acceptable and what wasn’t – what was a cultural imperative and what was a spiritual
imperative

1. Barnabas knew the perfect man to help navigate these waters, a man with extensive
experience ministering to both Jew and Gentile – our friend Paul

2. Dedicated to discipleship, Paul brought young Titus with him.
c. Paul writes that he went up to Jerusalem and set the same gospel before the leadership that had

been set before him through the revelation of Jesus Christ
i. This is the race he had been running for 14 years, this is the message that he fought for,

suffered for, even bled for – I can imagine his question was “why are we adding anything
to this?”

ii. He must have achieved some level of victory because he mentions that Titus was not
forced for be circumcised even though he was a Greek

d. Here’s what made this situation even more complicated
i. Yet because of false brothers secretly brought in—who slipped in to spy out our freedom

that we have in Christ Jesus, so that they might bring us into slavery
1. Here are those Judaizers again Act 15:1 But some men came down from Judea and

were teaching the brothers, "Unless you are circumcised according to the custom
of Moses, you cannot be saved."

2. Paul calls them false brothers, pseudo-Christians, pretenders, fakes. Fake
Christians secretly brought into their midst for the sole purpose of perverting the
gospel

a. Who snuck them in? The Pharisees? Legalists? Ex-priests who had lost
their position? Ultimately it was satan. Every false teacher is a tool of
satan, a puppet whether they see it or not.

b. Paul’s response to them – same way we need to respond to every false
teacher “to them we did not yield in submission even for a moment, so
that the truth of the gospel might be preserved for you.”

e. These false teachers weren’t the only ones Paul opposed during his visit to Antioch
III. Peter’s Legalism

(11)  But when Cephas came to Antioch, I opposed him to his face, because he stood condemned.  (12)  For
before certain men came from James, he was eating with the Gentiles; but when they came he drew back and
separated himself, fearing the circumcision party.  (13)  And the rest of the Jews acted hypocritically along
with him, so that even Barnabas was led astray by their hypocrisy.  (14)  But when I saw that their conduct
was not in step with the truth of the gospel, I said to Cephas before them all, "If you, though a Jew, live like
a Gentile and not like a Jew, how can you force the Gentiles to live like Jews?"

a. Verse 11 is better translated “When Peter came to Antioch I withstood him to his face because he
was to be blamed.”

i. Why was Peter to be blamed? His actions contradicted the truth of the gospel.
ii. He was freely eating with his Gentile brothers until certain men from Jerusalem came,

men who at this time promoted circumcising all believers, then, like a high schooler not
wanting to be seen with the nerdy crowd, separated himself from them – other men
followed Peter’s lead, including Barnabas

b. There were two groups here twisting the message of the gospel – both preaching legalism, but
both of them were not false teachers – psedu-Christians

i. This is where we need to be careful – calling every confused believer a false teacher
damned to hell is a mistake. You see this with self-proclaimed apprising ministries that
spy out pastors and teachers waiting for them to slip up so they can label them as false
teachers

ii. What’s the difference? Motive. False teachers seek to divide and destroy. (Right
behavior rooted in wrong beliefs) – very definition of legalism – they are usually known
for their unique abstinence but there is something missing from their lives

1. Mat 23:23-28  "Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you tithe mint
and dill and cumin, and have neglected the weightier matters of the law: justice
and mercy and faithfulness. These you ought to have done, without neglecting
the others. (24)  You blind guides, straining out a gnat and swallowing a camel!
(25)  "Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you clean the outside



and mercy and faithfulness. These you ought to have done, without neglecting
the others. (24)  You blind guides, straining out a gnat and swallowing a camel!
(25)  "Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you clean the outside
of the cup and the plate, but inside they are full of greed and self-indulgence.
(26)  You blind Pharisee! First clean the inside of the cup and the plate, that the
outside also may be clean. (27)  "Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!
For you are like whitewashed tombs, which outwardly appear beautiful, but
within are full of dead people's bones and all uncleanness. (28)  So you also
outwardly appear righteous to others, but within you are full of hypocrisy and
lawlessness.

c. No doubt Peter had given his life to Christ but his behavior didn’t reflect the message of the
gospel - right belief but with wrong behavior – leads to confusion

i. These Gentile brothers had been forgiven by God, adopted into His family, unified as one
with all the other believers yet Peters behavior was telling a different story

ii. Peter's behavior was no longer directed by the Holy Spirit but instead by public opinion
1. He was no longer acting in line with the Gospel and truth. Hypocrisy

dilutes the message of Gospel, it misrepresents the heart of Jesus, and it is
ultimately a failure of love.

2. Paul didn’t call him a false teacher, he simply said your actions are not in step with
the gospel

IIII. Paul’s Relationship
(15)  We ourselves are Jews by birth and not Gentile sinners;  (16)  yet we know that a person is not justified
by works of the law but through faith in Jesus Christ, so we also have believed in Christ Jesus, in order to be
justified by faith in Christ and not by works of the law, because by works of the law no one will be justified.
 (17)  But if, in our endeavor to be justified in Christ, we too were found to be sinners, is Christ then a
servant of sin? Certainly not!  (18)  For if I rebuild what I tore down, I prove myself to be a transgressor.
 (19)  For through the law I died to the law, so that I might live to God.  (20)  I have been crucified with
Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith
in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.  (21)  I do not nullify the grace of God, for if
righteousness were through the law, then Christ died for no purpose.

a. What is the overwhelming message in these last few verses?
i. Faith – put it another way, trust. A life changing belief that Jesus is everything He says

He is and will do everything He has said He will do.
b. The biggest difference between a false teacher and a confused believer – repentance. Isn’t that the

difference between King Saul and King David. That is one behavior that is always in step with
the gospel – a broken and contrite heart.

i. Isn’t that the mark of someone who really understands the gospel. When they find
themselves in sin they run to God, not away from Him. They know that God loves them
unconditionally and He accepts them, not because of their right behavior, but because of
the righteousness of Jesus

1. Peter was still working out whether the Gentiles were truly accepted in his heart
2. His head believed it but I don’t know that his heart was convinced – it is my

personal belief that at this point Peter’s prayer become Lord, I believe, help my
unbelief.

3. Mar 9:20-24  And they brought the boy to him. And when the spirit saw him,
immediately it convulsed the boy, and he fell on the ground and rolled about,
foaming at the mouth.  (21)  And Jesus asked his father, "How long has this
been happening to him?" And he said, "From childhood.  (22)  And it has often
cast him into fire and into water, to destroy him. But if you can do anything,
have compassion on us and help us."  (23)  And Jesus said to him, "'If you
can'! All things are possible for one who believes." (24)  Immediately the father
of the child cried out and said, "I believe; help my unbelief!"

4. Jesus still answered that prayer. Heb_11:6 But without faith it is
impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He
is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.

a. Later in Peter’s life we see him in Jerusalem testifying on the gentile’s
behalf in front of the church leaders

b. Isn’t that how the gospel should play out in our lives? The Spirit reveals in
us an area that doesn’t reflect Jesus and in turn we trust in Jesus to
transform us into His image



b. Isn’t that how the gospel should play out in our lives? The Spirit reveals in
us an area that doesn’t reflect Jesus and in turn we trust in Jesus to
transform us into His image

c. When it’s true faith in Jesus alone that saves us and true faith in Jesus alone
that sustains us who gets the glory? He does. We are left with nothing to
boast about except for Him. (Faith in Jesus – literally translated Faith into
Jesus)

c. “Beware unless even as a Christian you fall into satan’s trap. You may have found and come to
know God and the Lord Jesus Christ, receiving Him sincerely as your Redeemer. Yet, if you do
not enter into the mystery of godliness and allow God to be in you, the origin of His own image,
you will seek to be godly by submitting yourself to external rules and regulations and by
conforming to behavior patterns imposed upon you by the particular Christian society that you
have chosen and in which you hope to be found acceptable. You will in this way perpetuate the
pagan habit of practicing religion in the energy of the flesh. And in the very pursuit of
righteousness commit idolatry in honoring Christianity more than Christ.” Ian Thomas

 
 
 


