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GALATIANS 
 

The One and Only Gospel 

Galatians 1 

 

I. To the Galatians 

Gal 1:1-24  Paul, an apostle (not from men nor through man, but through Jesus Christ and God the Father 

who raised Him from the dead),  (2)  and all the brethren who are with me, To the churches of Galatia:  (3)  

Grace to you and peace from God the Father and our Lord Jesus Christ,  (4)  who gave Himself for our sins, 

that He might deliver us from this present evil age, according to the will of our God and Father,  (5)  to 

whom be glory forever and ever. Amen.  (6)  I marvel that you are turning away so soon from Him who 

called you in the grace of Christ, to a different gospel,  (7)  which is not another; but there are some who 

trouble you and want to pervert the gospel of Christ.  (8)  But even if we, or an angel from heaven, preach 

any other gospel to you than what we have preached to you, let him be accursed.  (9)  As we have said before, 

so now I say again, if anyone preaches any other gospel to you than what you have received, let him be 

accursed.  (10)  For do I now persuade men, or God? Or do I seek to please men? For if I still pleased men, I 

would not be a bondservant of Christ.  (11)  But I make known to you, brethren, that the gospel which was 

preached by me is not according to man.  (12)  For I neither received it from man, nor was I taught it, but it 

came through the revelation of Jesus Christ.  (13)  For you have heard of my former conduct in Judaism, 

how I persecuted the church of God beyond measure and tried to destroy it.  (14)  And I advanced in Judaism 

beyond many of my contemporaries in my own nation, being more exceedingly zealous for the traditions of 

my fathers.  (15)  But when it pleased God, who separated me from my mother's womb and called me 

through His grace,  (16)  to reveal His Son in me, that I might preach Him among the Gentiles, I did not 

immediately confer with flesh and blood,  (17)  nor did I go up to Jerusalem to those who were apostles 

before me; but I went to Arabia, and returned again to Damascus.  (18)  Then after three years I went up to 

Jerusalem to see Peter, and remained with him fifteen days.  (19)  But I saw none of the other apostles except 

James, the Lord's brother.  (20)  (Now concerning the things which I write to you, indeed, before God, I do 

not lie.)  (21)  Afterward I went into the regions of Syria and Cilicia.  (22)  And I was unknown by face to the 

churches of Judea which were in Christ.  (23)  But they were hearing only, "He who formerly persecuted us 

now preaches the faith which he once tried to destroy."  (24)  And they glorified God in me. 

a. Paul’s letter to the Galatians is the only one of his letters addressed to multiple churches in a 

region – as opposed to the church in Corinth – in verse 2 we read “to the churches of Galatia”  

i. We know this letter was meant to be passed around those churches and read publicly 

before the people  

ii. What would warrant a letter like this? What widespread issue would require this level of 

attention? Paul sums it up Galatians 3:3 Are you so foolish? Having begun in the Spirit, 

are you now being made perfect by the flesh? 

1. Having embraced the gospel which I preached to you – having found a saving 

faith in Jesus Christ, having experienced the life changing, transforming work of 

the Holy Spirit in your lives, are you so foolish to abandon that work and start 

relying on your flesh? 

2. I don’t believe Paul is talking about full blown apostasy – widespread denial of 

Jesus as the Messiah 

3. He’s talking about a slow progression – a turning away from a complete 

dependence on Jesus and an understanding of what the gospel accomplishes in our 

lives to a false belief that we can do this on our own 
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a. The symptom that warranted this letter -  people were abandoning the 

freedom found in Christ and returning to the bondage of sin and legalism 

b. Galatians is an invitation to return to the true freedom that we originally found in Jesus through 

the gospel 

i.  “If the son shall make you free, you shall be free indeed.” – “You shall know the truth 

and the truth shall set you free!” 

1. Galatians is a letter about liberty (freedom from restraint, sounds dangerous – 

were talking about the Lord changing our desires, giving us freedom from mental 

and emotional chains). A liberty that is only found when our eyes our fixed on 

Jesus, when our singular aim, our primary focus is to remain in Him, to please 

Him  

2. It’s about seeking to understand the depths of the gospel, allowing the gospel to 

work in us well past that moment we first believed in Jesus  

a. Php 2:12-13  Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, not as 

in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your 

own salvation with fear and trembling;  (13)  for it is God who works in 

you both to will and to do for His good pleasure. 

b. The writer of Hebrews exhorts us – look unto to Jesus, the author and 

perfecter of our faith - we are so quick to forget that our sanctification, 

starts and ends with a dependence on Jesus  

II. Paul’s Investment in the Church 

a. One thing that continues to strike me as we study Paul’s letters is his continued investment in the 

churches that he planted (not the buildings, the people)  

i. Even after leaving them to continue on his missionary journeys he remains in tune to 

their needs and deeply concerned with their wellbeing  

ii. He is fully committed to training them up and gently redirecting them when they start to 

stray.  

1. He doesn’t write them off when they begin to wander, he fights for them.  

2. Things got out of hand in Corinth, sexual immorality, arrogance, petty arguments 

causing division, people were lying about him, dragging his name through the 

mud – everything in me would have wanted to give up – not Paul.  

3. He loved his brothers and sisters too much to give up. Why? Because it wasn’t his 

love, it was the love of Christ lived out through him – and the love of Jesus isn’t 

conditional 

iii. This is true discipleship – a lost art in the church today. Experienced Christians folding 

new believers into their lives and investing them. Walking alongside them, training them 

up, picking them up, being patient and long suffering with them – reflecting the heart of 

Christ 

1. Paul wasn’t jumping through some pastoral hoop when he wrote these letters, he 

wasn’t burdened by some legalistic obligation to the churches – it wasn’t the same 

feeling we get when we have to pull the weeds in our lawn – “well it’s my lawn 

so I guess I have to do it” 

2. Paul writes “For the love of Christ compels, constrains us” – If we are not deeply 

invested in the spiritual life of another this is where we start – Lord give me your 

love for my brothers and sisters so much so that I can’t help but pour into their 

lives 

3. This is the continuing work of the gospel being played out in our lives (not simply 

Christianese) – before Christ we were hopelessly dead in our sins with no means 

of escape in the flesh 

a. Found salvation in Jesus – now here we are as believers wanting to love 

others well but still, with no ability to do that apart from Jesus dwelling 

within us 



III. The One and Only Gospel 

a. That brings us to Paul’s primary concern about the churches in Galatia 

i. After his brief introductions he cuts right to the chase – (6) I marvel that you are turning 

away so soon from Him who called you in the grace of Christ, to a different gospel, (7)  

which is not another; but there are some who trouble you and want to pervert the 

gospel of Christ.  (8)  But even if we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel 

to you than what we have preached to you, let him be accursed.  (9)  As we have said 

before, so now I say again, if anyone preaches any other gospel to you than what you 

have received, let him be accursed. 

ii. There is only one gospel, only one good news, only one narrow path leading to salvation 

- there is no other way to be made right with God, there is no other way to deal with the 

wretched problem of sin and death in our lives 

1. That is why Paul is so protective of the gospel – there is one way, one road, one 

name by which mem are saved – and if someone comes preaching a different way 

they are in fact leading men to their destruction so let them be accursed 

iii. I heard a very good question asked the other day. “God can do all things, why did he just 

provide one way of salvation, one single way to be saved? If He loves us so much why 

didn’t he provide multiple paths that lead to salvation? If he truly desires for all men to be 

saved why not 10 ways or 100 ways?” 

1. Before we get into that question lets first define what the one true gospel is. If we 

want to be able to spot a counterfeit gospel we need to know what the true gospel 

looks like 

b. What is the gospel? What is the good news? Is it simply John 3:16 – For God so loved the 

world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but 

have everlasting life.  

i. Or is it the next verse too? 17 God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the 

world, but that the world through Him might be saved.  
ii. What about the verse after that – 18 "He who believes in Him is not condemned; but he 

who does not believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of 

the only begotten Son of God. That’s part of the gospel too right? 

iii. Look at the previous verses - Joh 3:14-15  And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the 

wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up,  (15)  that whoever believes in 

Him should not perish but have eternal life. 

1. Then we look in the previous chapter - Joh 2:19  Jesus answered and said to 

them, "Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up." 

2. Maybe it’s the entire book of John – it’s called the gospel of John! 

3. Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John are called the gospels 

4. As we study the World we see that the Old Testament speaks of a savior to come, 

the gospels speak of a savior who is here, and the rest of the New Testament 

speaks of the savior who came and died and rose again 

5. The Word of God is the Good News! The complete account of man’s redemption 

through Jesus 

c. How does the Good News begin? (Summary of a teaching entitled “Why is Christ the Only 

Way?) 

i. How does the Bible begin? It begins with God. All powerful, Supremely Holy, and 

Completely Righteous. Perfect, lacking in nothing.  

ii. Despite wanting for nothing, in an act of love and graciousness, he creates a world and 

inhabits it with all kinds of animals and plants, and when He is finished His crowning act 

of creation is man, a creature that God fashions in His own image – created to glorify the 

creator. He gives this creature life by breathing His own breath into him. Then God gives 

this man dominion over all the animals and plants. 



iii. If that were not enough God creates for him a helpmate. A creature more beautiful than 

anything that he had previously seen in the garden. God called her woman because He 

created her from the rib of the man. A trade the man was more than happy to make. 

1. And then God gave them wonderful instructions – four very excellent words – be 

fruitful and multiply  

iv. We read in Genesis that the two were naked and unafraid. They enjoyed pure, 

unadulterated fellowship with one another. A relationship so deep and meaningful that 

the two became one. More importantly than this, they enjoyed an uninhibited relationship 

with their creator, the one true God 

v. In the midst of all this blessing, all these wonderful gifts, God gave them one restriction – 

Do not eat of the fruit of the tree of knowledge of good and evil – stay away from this 

one fruit or you will die 

vi. Despite all the graciousness of God, in an act of ungrateful, willful rebellion, they ate of 

the fruit longing for the promise of equality with God 

1. At that moment did God have every right to wipe mankind from the face of the 

earth? He absolutely did. 

vii. Instead, because of the depths of His love, and His patience and longsuffering, God 

promised to make a way of salvation for sinful man.  

viii. So He called out a people from His creation – a people that He would set apart from other 

nations. The nation was known as Israel. It was through Israel’s unique relationship with 

God that all the World would know that He is the one true God. Through this nation God 

would bring about the way of salvation. 

ix. So God began to send prophets to the nation of Israel, to lead them, to call them to 

holiness, to remind them of their high calling, to tell them that He was sending a Messiah, 

a Savior, to save them from their sins…..and they rejected these prophets…..and then 

they began to kill these prophets 

1. At that moment would God have every right to wipe mankind off the face of the 

earth? Absolutely 

x. Instead, He held true to His promise. He sent the Messiah. This Messiah wasn’t another 

created being like Adam. This Messiah was His only begotten Son. God sent His only 

Son, Jesus, a perfect representation of Himself, 100% God yet 100% man to live a perfect 

and sinless life and to ultimately take the sins of mankind upon His own shoulders 

xi. And when Jesus came teaching repentance and forgiveness we killed Him too 

1. At that moment, would God be justified in ending our existence? Absolutely. 

xii. Instead God resurrected His Son Jesus. And even though we were the ones that killed 

Him, God tells us that He will forgive every sin we have ever committed against Him if 

we will put our faith in His only Son Jesus. Not only will He forgive us of our sins He 

will adopt us as His own and we will spend eternity with Him. No more sorrow, no more 

sickness, no more death. We will be forever reconciled to our Creator. Not only that, He 

will send His Spirit to live within us empowering us to glorify Him with our lives and 

live out this wonderful story of redemption so that others may come to saving faith in 

Jesus. 

1. The question isn’t why does God only provide one way of salvation? The 

question is why does God provide any way of salvation? 

a. Do any of you feel comfortable standing before God on the day of 

judgement and telling Him He didn’t do enough to save you? 

d. This is the gospel that Paul was so protective about 

i. Wasn’t a story he concocted, wasn’t a story he received by man, but it is the truth 

revealed through the very person of Jesus Christ 

ii. That is why Paul writes – “I am astonished that you would turn from the one true gospel 

to follow another, when in fact there is no other gospel” 



1. Have we turned away from the gospel that we received by grace alone, through 

faith alone, in Christ alone? Have we forgotten what Jesus did to purchase our 

redemption. Have we forgotten Gods great love for us? Let our time in the book 

of Galatians serve as a reminder. 

IV. Communion 


