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FAMILY MATTERS 
 

Are You Gifted? 
Family Matters Series, Part 6 

1 Peter 4:10-11 
 

I. What, Why, and How? 
a. Finishing our study on Biblical fellowship  

i. Biblical fellowship is Koinonia – more than a group of people socializing or 
sharing the same space, it is a deep bond shared for a united purpose 

ii. Communion, sharing the same mind – and in the context of scripture it is intimate 
fellowship for the purpose of bringing glory to God and sharing the gospel with 
the world 

iii. We have seen over the last 6 weeks that this is the kind of fellowship that we are 
called to with our Heavenly Father, with our family, and with our brothers and 
sisters in Christ 

b. In our last two studies we have been learning the what, why, and how of Biblical 
fellowship within the body of Christ 

i. What is means to be the church (not simply going to church) 
1. 1 Peter 4:8 And above all things have fervent love for one another, 

for "LOVE WILL COVER A MULTITUDE OF SINS." 
2. Without a fervent love for one another, all of this is meaningless 

a. It’s like digging a hole just to fill it back up again 
3. Agape love – a love that gives 

ii. Why the church exists – why do we gather together 
1. 1 Peter 4:11 - that in all things God may be glorified through Jesus Christ 
2. Joh 13:34-35 A new commandment I give to you, that you love one 

another; as I have loved you, that you also love one another. By this 
all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one 
another."  

3. That’s what this is all about - Making Him known to a world that 
desperately needs Him  

a. That was God’s reason for setting apart His chosen people, the 
nation of Israel, in the Old Testament – and that is the reason He 
has set His church apart  

c. The final question - How do we go about loving each other practically? 
i.  A goal without a plan is just a wish, but Peter doesn’t leave us with just a wish 
ii. So appropriate that we are dealing with this topic on Mother’s Day – is there a 

greater example of Christ-like love then the love a mother displays for her 
children? 

1. No greater love than this, one who lays down their life for a friend 
1Pe 4:10-11 As each one has received a gift, minister it to one another, as good stewards of 
the manifold grace of God. If anyone speaks, let him speak as the oracles of God. If anyone 
ministers, let him do it as with the ability which God supplies, that in all things God may be 
glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom belong the glory and the dominion forever and ever. 
Amen. 
 



II. Are you gifted? 
a. We take pride in that term “gifted” – “your child is gifted” – “special, unique, not like the 

others” 
i. When we apply that same thinking to our Christian walk it’s easy to think “that’s 

not me” 
ii. There are some that puff out their spiritual chests and flex their righteous biceps 

thinking God got a good one with me 
iii. But there is a far more prevalent mindset that exists within the church  

1. “I’m not gifted, I don’t really have anything to offer”  
2. Just as offensive to God as arrogance but even more dangerous because 

it wears the mask of humility 
3. When we say or think these kinds of things we are calling God a liar 

iv. Each one has received a gift – this applies to every born-again believer – no 
exceptions – every one of us plays a unique role in the body’s ability to glorify 
God 

1. Paul’s chapter on spiritual gifts, Paul writes 1Co 12:7  But the 
manifestation (revelation, exhibition, expression) of the Spirit is 
given to each one for the profit of all 

2. Are you gifted? The answer is yes! 
b. What are these gifts and what are we supposed to do with them? 

i. minister it to one another – we got a hint of that in the Greek word Peter uses for 
love (agape) 

1. Minister – attendant, waiter, servant – same word we translate to deacon 
2. We are universally obligated to use our spiritual gifts to serve one another 
3. You have been given a gift by God, use it!  

ii. How should we use our gifts? “as good stewards” 
1. Steward – someone who is responsible for someone else’s property, it 

doesn’t belong to us, but we have been placed in charge of it 
2. Just like Joseph was a steward of all that Potiphar owned and then 

became a steward to the Pharaoh  
3. How did we get this gift? Given to us by the manifold grace of God – we 

don’t deserve it, we haven’t earned it, just like salvation, it is a precious gift 
from God! What kind of gifts does God give? Good and perfect ones. 

iii. Parable of the talents 
1. The "Parable of the Talents", Matthew 25 tells of a master who was 

leaving his house to travel, and, before leaving, entrusted his property to 
his servants. One servant received five talents, the second servant 
received two talents, and the third servant received one talent. When the 
master returned home, the master asked his three servants for an account 
of the talents he entrusted to them. The first and the second servants 
explain that they each put their talents to work, and have doubled the 
value of the property with which they were entrusted; each servant was 
rewarded 

a. “Well done good and faithful servant, you have been faithful with a 
few things. I will put you in charge of many things. Enter into the joy 
of your master.” 

b. The third servant, however, had merely hidden his talent, had 
buried it in the ground, and was punished by his master 

i. His reason – I was scared – master’s response is harsh – 
“Evil and lazy servant! throw that worthless slave into the 



outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of 
teeth.” 

ii. Why such harsh words? Because using our gifts for the glory 
of God is that important  

iii. Just as Jesus said if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it 
off… 

iv. These gifts are not ours, they didn’t come from us, they don’t belong to us. We 
are simply stewards of them 

1. A pastor gives this analogy - Imagine an office with two doors – God 
enters one door – gives us a unique gifting for the service of others and 
then we exit out the other door to administer that gift 

2. Some of us haven’t left the office 
3. “I would if I knew what my gift was!” 

III. What Are These Gifts? 
a. There is a word that Peter uses that is easy to overlook, unless you are a car guy 

i. As good stewards of the manifold grace of God – Manifold – various, 
multifaceted, complex, and multilayered 

ii. We want a God we can define – a God we can fit into the box of our 
understanding, but He doesn’t fit! 

iii. We try to treat the gifts that He gives the same way – we want the gifts to be 
easy to understand and easy to digest 

iv. What do we do? We make a list. And we create tests. Discover your spiritual gifts 
by answering these 10 questions! “Find out which Disney princess you are.” 

1. These lists are all over the place. And I understand why 
v. 1Co 12:4-11 There are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. There are 

differences of ministries, but the same Lord. And there are diversities of 
activities, but it is the same God who works all in all. But the manifestation 
of the Spirit is given to each one for the profit of all: for to one is given the 
word of wisdom through the Spirit, to another the word of knowledge 
through the same Spirit, to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts 
of healings by the same Spirit, to another the working of miracles, to 
another prophecy, to another discerning of spirits, to another different 
kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. But one and the 
same Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one individually as 
He wills. 

1. Sounds like a list to me 
vi. Rom 12:6-8 Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given 

to us, let us use them: if prophecy, let us prophesy in proportion to our 
faith; or ministry, let us use it in our ministering; he who teaches, in 
teaching; he who exhorts, in exhortation; he who gives, with liberality; he 
who leads, with diligence; he who shows mercy, with cheerfulness. 

1. There are different gifts on each list. What do we make of that? 
2. Paul isn’t giving us a comprehensive list of gifts, he is mentioning some 

gifts to illustrate his bigger point 
a. God gives a package of giftings to each person that is unique to 

them for the profit of all, use them! 
b. Why is this so important? Why must we understand that this list isn’t exhaustive? 

i. We can become paralyzed by over analyzation – paralysis by analysis 
1. “I need to discover my gift before I serve.” “I took a test and that need 

doesn’t fit into my spiritual gifting Venn diagram” 
2. We become so consumed about finding out what our gifts are that we 

never actually serve 



3. We sit on our hands waiting for that special revelation 
ii. Do you really want to find out what your gifts are? Then start serving! Meet 

needs! Your gifts will rise to the top but only as you step out meet the needs of 
the body. 

1. You won’t be the one that sees those gifts, others will. And your gifts may 
not even be on these lists! 

IV. Show and Tell 
a. You might say, I need something a little more concrete to better understand what the 

gifts are 
i. Peter may not give us a list of gifts, but he does give us two categories that these 

giftings fall into 
b. 1Pe 4:11  If anyone speaks, let him speak as the oracles of God. If anyone 

ministers, let him do it as with the ability which God supplies 
i. Speaking gifts and serving gifts – show and tell 
ii. The demonstration of the gospel and the communication of the gospel 
iii. You see this in the division of labor within the early church in Acts 

1. Widows were being overlooked in the daily distribution of food and the 
apostles said “It would not be right for us to neglect the ministry of the 
word of God in order to wait on tables.” 

iv. Let’s not misunderstand what is being said – one area of gifting is not more 
important than another – without both in operation no church can survive 

1. Some think the speaking gifts – the teaching, the exhortation, the 
encouragement, words of knowledge – that’s church, that’s real ministry – 
those are the gifts from God 

2. Others may think – talk is cheap, the pastors and teachers have it easy, 
role up your sleeves and do something 

a. The differences cause division 
v. That’s a gross misunderstanding of these categories of gifts – each has their own 

set of unique challenges and unique blessings 
c. Look at what Peter says - If anyone speaks, let him speak as the oracles of God 

i. Those with speaking gifts are hand delivering God’s message, they are simply 
serving the meal that God prepared – they are mailmen, not editors – they are 
servers, not chefs – they don’t get to edit the mail or change the meal 

1. They are specifically charged with retelling what God has already said 
2. This only comes from a firm conviction that it is God’s Word that 

transforms lives – not my cleverness or wittiness or persuasiveness 
3. I know my effectiveness as a preacher is rooted in my faithfulness to 

God’s Word 
ii. 1Pe 1:22-23 Since you have purified your souls in obeying the truth 

through the Spirit in sincere love of the brethren, love one another fervently 
with a pure heart, having been born again, not of corruptible seed but 
incorruptible, through the word of God which lives and abides forever 

1. This applies whether you are preaching a sermon or giving advice to a 
friend – God’s Words should be our words  

2. Jesus said, Father sanctify them by Your truth, Your Word is truth 
iii. It’s easy to look at that and think – “well yeah, you better be dependent on God if 

you are speaking for Him. But I don’t have to be dependent on God if I’m setting 
up tables or changing diapers or balancing the books or mowing the lawn or 
greeting or taking people to their seats or selling them a book in the bookstore or 
vacuuming or playing guitar or drums. That just takes hard work. That takes 
natural ability 

1. It is that kind of thinking that leads to bitterness in the body of Christ 



d. Peter writes “If anyone ministers, let him do it as with the ability which God supplies” 
i. Minister – wait upon, serve, meet the needs of another 

1. The moment we think we don’t need God’s power for service, that is the 
beginning of the end. 

ii. Whether we are speaking or serving we are wholly dependent on God to do it in 
a way that glorifies Him 

iii. If we are not praying “Lord, use me as I serve you behind the scenes for your 
glory. Use me as I love my brothers and sisters by meeting their practical needs.” 
We will start seeing ministry as just a bunch of thankless tasks 

1. What did Martha say when nobody was helping her in the kitchen? Don’t 
you care? 

2. That’s what we will start saying “Don’t the pastors care? Don’t the elders 
care? Don’t the directors care? Doesn’t anybody care? 

3. Without a dependence on Jesus we will lose our joy in ministry 
iv. And then we all know what happens. I need a “break” from ministry, or “it’s time 

to retire. We think we’ve paid our dues, it’s time for the young people to step up.” 
1. People call it ministry burnout but there’s no such thing. This is ministry 

blackout.  
2. We attempt to accomplish in the flesh what God started in the Spirit and 

we take our eyes off Christ 
3. Hebrews 12:1-2 Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud 

of witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so 
easily entangles. And let us run with perseverance the race marked out for 
us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith. For the joy 
set before him he endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at 
the right hand of the throne of God. 

V. Be the Church 
a. When we look back at our lives, what will we think about our time in ministry? 

i. I would give anything to just have one more day to serve God’s people for God’s 
glory 

ii. Or “I’m glad that’s over” 
1. The answer will be directly tied to our dependence on God  

b. Is God’s story being told, is God being praised, because we are exercising our God 
given gifts? 

i. Are we loving each other with a Biblical love – a love that gives with no strings 
attached 

ii. That is what it means to be the church – that’s what it means to be in fellowship 
with one another 

iii. We are not a country club or a music venue – we are the living, breathing, body 
of Christ! 


