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Chapter 01 
WHO’S ON FIRST? 

I. INTRODUCTION 
 

A. Pastor Dan did a great job last week on the first teaching in our series, “FAMILY 
MATTERS”. 
 
1. His title was “WHY FAMILY MATTERS”. 

a) And it is our prayer that each teaching we do in this series, will shed even 
more light on what family really means and why it is so important to 
understand what the Bible has to say on the subject. 

b) Society, by simply devolution, redefines what family means on a continual 
basis! 
(1) The extremely unfortunate by-product of that redefining is that it 

creeps into the church and the lives of Christians. 
(2) We need to be reminded of who we are as sons and daughters of the 

Lord – and do a self-check to see if we are still on-track. 
(a) We CANNOT let the changing tide of popular opinion change 

what the Lord has already told us! 
(b) If we do, NOTHING will be as it is supposed to be! 
(c) Our life will be in disorder, our marriage will be in disorder and 

our families will be a mess! 
 

B. My title for this morning is, “WHO’S ON FIRST?”. 
 
1. And my text for teaching will be in Colossians chapter 1. 
2. First off – let me tell you why was this letter written! 

a) A lot of “junk teaching” had crept into the church and here are a couple of 
them: 
(1) SYNCRETISM = “the attempt to blend and reconcile (various 

philosophies)” 
(a) In their case, it was a blend of Eastern philosophy, Jewish 

legalism, and Gnosticism = "people in the know" = "the 
spiritually superior!” 

(2) Some of the heresies were: 
(a) All “matter” is evil! 
(b) Therefore, a holy God could not come into contact with 

matter! 
(i) So that of course would mean that Jesus could not 

have been God in the flesh! 
(c) One group preached that the only way to conquer evil matter 

was by ridged discipline and self-denial. 
(i) That is what is called ASCETICISM. 
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(d) The other group believed that since all matter was evil 

anyway that you could engage in any sin you wanted to and it 
didn't matter! (No pun intended) 

(e) Paul wrote to correct these teachings and others! 
3. But why is that relevant today?  And what does it have to do with “FAMILY 

MATTERS”?  -   EVERYTHING! 
a) We still have SYNCRETISM = “the attempt to blend and reconcile (various 

philosophies)” 
(1) Often the church doesn’t even look like “church” anymore. 

(a) The church has become proficient at entertainment and 
anemic in the Word of GOD.  

(2) We still have the legalist. 
(a) I see so many Christians failing in their walks with the Lord. 

(i) And a great deal of that failure has to do with thinking 
that they have to jump through “hoops” in order to 
please the Lord! 

b) And we still have ASCETICISM = “belief that since all matter is evil so you 
can engage in any sin you want and it doesn’t matter!  
(1) It may take a little different form than it did in Colosse – but there 

are even “Christians” today - that believe that you can live any way 
want, with no consequences. 
(a) We still have people misinterpreting 1Jo 1:9  If we confess 

our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our 
sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
(i) Sin matters! 

c) And we still have the GNOSTICS: people who think they are “in the know” 
trying to lead Christians into “something more” than Jesus and His Word! 
(1) They consider themselves the “spiritual elite” and no one else is 

“spirit filled” unless they believe the way they do. 
 

II. COL 1:1-2 NKJV  PAUL, AN APOSTLE OF JESUS CHRIST BY THE WILL OF GOD, AND 
TIMOTHY OUR BROTHER,  (2)  TO THE SAINTS AND FAITHFUL BRETHREN IN CHRIST 
WHO ARE IN COLOSSE:   GRACE TO YOU AND PEACE FROM GOD OUR FATHER AND 
THE LORD JESUS CHRIST. (3)  WE GIVE THANKS TO THE GOD AND FATHER OF OUR 
LORD JESUS CHRIST, PRAYING ALWAYS FOR YOU,  (4)  SINCE WE HEARD OF YOUR 
FAITH IN CHRIST JESUS AND OF YOUR LOVE FOR ALL THE SAINTS;  (5)  BECAUSE 
OF THE HOPE WHICH IS LAID UP FOR YOU IN HEAVEN, OF WHICH YOU HEARD 
BEFORE IN THE WORD OF THE TRUTH OF THE GOSPEL,  (6)  WHICH HAS COME TO 
YOU, AS IT HAS ALSO IN ALL THE WORLD, AND IS BRINGING FORTH FRUIT, AS IT IS 
ALSO AMONG YOU SINCE THE DAY YOU HEARD AND KNEW THE GRACE OF GOD IN 
TRUTH;  (7)  AS YOU ALSO LEARNED FROM EPAPHRAS, OUR DEAR FELLOW 
SERVANT, WHO IS A FAITHFUL MINISTER OF CHRIST ON YOUR BEHALF,  (8)  WHO 
ALSO DECLARED TO US YOUR LOVE IN THE SPIRIT. 
 
A. Paul breaks into praise of the church in Colosse, because he had heard of their faith in 

Christ Jesus and their love for all the saints! 
 

III. COL 1:9-13 NKJV  FOR THIS REASON WE ALSO, SINCE THE DAY WE HEARD IT, DO 
NOT CEASE TO PRAY FOR YOU, AND TO ASK THAT YOU MAY BE FILLED WITH THE 
KNOWLEDGE OF HIS WILL IN ALL WISDOM AND SPIRITUAL UNDERSTANDING;  (10)  
THAT YOU MAY WALK WORTHY OF THE LORD, FULLY PLEASING HIM, BEING 
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FRUITFUL IN EVERY GOOD WORK AND INCREASING IN THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD;  
(11)  STRENGTHENED WITH ALL MIGHT, ACCORDING TO HIS GLORIOUS POWER, FOR 
ALL PATIENCE AND LONGSUFFERING WITH JOY;  (12)  GIVING THANKS TO THE 
FATHER WHO HAS QUALIFIED US TO BE PARTAKERS OF THE INHERITANCE OF THE 
SAINTS IN THE LIGHT.  (13)  HE HAS DELIVERED US FROM THE POWER OF 
DARKNESS AND CONVEYED US INTO THE KINGDOM OF THE SON OF HIS LOVE, 
 
A. Paul tells them that he has been praying for them and it is no accident that he uses the 

words “knowledge”, and “wisdom”, and “understanding.” 
 
1. Remember, one of the problems plaguing this church was Gnosticism = “the 

worship of knowledge, wisdom and understanding!” 
a) Paul wanted them to have wisdom, which is the correct use of knowledge, 

and the understanding he is talking about is true “spiritual understanding.” 
(1) In other words, understanding as led by the Holy Spirit, not just 

knowledge for knowledge’s sake!   
(2) Knowledge just for knowledge’s sake can be very base, prideful, 

and carnal! 
 

B. For the Christian, the end result of knowledge, and wisdom, and understanding should 
be that same as Paul prayed for Colosse, (10)  so that you will walk in a manner 
worthy of the Lord, to please Him in all respects, bearing fruit in every good work 
and increasing in the knowledge of God;  (11)  strengthened with all power, 
according to His glorious might, for the attaining of all steadfastness and 
patience; joyously.   
 
1. In other words, all that knowledge and wisdom should translate into a strong and 

noble walk with the Lord!! 
2. Please notice, that verse 10 says, “increasing in the knowledge of God.” 

a) We should know more about the Lord and His word today than we did 
yesterday, and more tomorrow than we do today! 
(1) Can we say this is true of our lives? 

 
C. Paul also tells the Colossians that the Lord has “qualified” us, “delivered” or “rescued”” 

us, “conveyed” or “transferred” and some of your translations even say that He 
“redeemed” us. 
 
1. The word “qualified” means = “to equip us with adequate power” 

a) So, He has equipped us with adequate power to share in the inheritance 
of the saints in Light! 

2. The word “delivered” means = “to rescue”. 
a) So, He has rescued us from the domain of darkness. 

3. The word “conveyed” or transferred” means = “to transpose, to translate, to 
remove from one place to another.” 
a) So, Jesus has transferred us from the power of darkness to the 

kingdom of His beloved Son! 
4. And lastly, the word “redeemed” means = “to liberate by paying a ransom.” 

a) So, Jesus has liberated us from sin and death by paying the ransom with 
his own blood! 
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IV. COL 1:15-23 NKJV  HE IS THE IMAGE OF THE INVISIBLE GOD, THE FIRSTBORN OVER 

ALL CREATION.  (16)  FOR BY HIM ALL THINGS WERE CREATED THAT ARE IN 
HEAVEN AND THAT ARE ON EARTH, VISIBLE AND INVISIBLE, WHETHER THRONES 
OR DOMINIONS OR PRINCIPALITIES OR POWERS. ALL THINGS WERE CREATED 
THROUGH HIM AND FOR HIM.  (17)  AND HE IS BEFORE ALL THINGS, AND IN HIM ALL 
THINGS CONSIST.  (18)  AND HE IS THE HEAD OF THE BODY, THE CHURCH, WHO IS 
THE BEGINNING, THE FIRSTBORN FROM THE DEAD, THAT IN ALL THINGS HE MAY 
HAVE THE PREEMINENCE. (19)  FOR IT PLEASED THE FATHER THAT IN HIM ALL THE 
FULLNESS SHOULD DWELL, (20)  AND BY HIM TO RECONCILE ALL THINGS TO 
HIMSELF, BY HIM, WHETHER THINGS ON EARTH OR THINGS IN HEAVEN, HAVING 
MADE PEACE THROUGH THE BLOOD OF HIS CROSS.  (21)  AND YOU, WHO ONCE 
WERE ALIENATED AND ENEMIES IN YOUR MIND BY WICKED WORKS, YET NOW HE 
HAS RECONCILED  (22)  IN THE BODY OF HIS FLESH THROUGH DEATH, TO PRESENT 

YOU HOLY, AND BLAMELESS, AND ABOVE REPROACH IN HIS SIGHT—  (23)  IF 
INDEED YOU CONTINUE IN THE FAITH, GROUNDED AND STEADFAST, AND ARE NOT 
MOVED AWAY FROM THE HOPE OF THE GOSPEL WHICH YOU HEARD, WHICH WAS 
PREACHED TO EVERY CREATURE UNDER HEAVEN, OF WHICH I, PAUL, BECAME A 
MINISTER. 
 
A. When Jesus stands in front of a mirror, God is reflected! 

 
1. Jesus is Jehovah wrapped in flesh. 

 
B. Verse 16 tell us the same thing John tells us in Joh 1:3 NKJV  All things were made 

through Him, and without Him nothing was made that was made. 
 
C. Eph 6:12 NKJV  For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against 

principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age, 
against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places. 

 
1. Rabbis would use this same phrase to describe the different orders of fallen 

angels. 
2. Jesus is head over all things, and He is the “sum total of all the divine power and 

attributes” of the living God!!  (Fullness) 
 

D. Jesus has balanced the books (reconciled), and “brought us back into a proper 
relationship with Him.” 
 

V. CONCLUSION 
 

A. And that is where I am going to stop. 
 
1. Since Jesus was born – the world has tried to “reason” Him away! 

a) Folks are still trying to “blend” their weird philosophies of life with the cross 
and it doesn’t mix! 

b) We still have the legalist – that wishes to lay more requirements on us 
than Jesus ever gave! 

c) And we still have those who think they are spiritually superior and smarter 
than the rest of us. 
(1) Those who criticize even God’s word and try to tell us which parts 

are real and which parts are not! 
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(2) Paul’s answer to them would be the same today – “In Christ there 

is FULLNESS”! 
(a) Nothing has been left out and we need nothing else! 

2. And lastly – I will close by remining you of (17)  And He is before all things, 
and in Him all things consist.  Jesus must be first in EVERYTHING! 
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