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FAMILY MATTERS 
 

Why Family Matters 
 

I. That What and Why of Family Matters 
a. What are we dealing with in this series? 

i. Relationships – community - fellowship  
1. Our relationship with our Creator, first and foremost 
2. Our relationships within our family – our first fellowship, our first 

community 
3. Our relationships within our church family – community of believers 

ii. God is the architect of these communities 
1. Relationships are not an afterthought to God 
2. “Well I have these people now, what am I going to do with them?” 
3. “Better teach them how to play well with one another.”  

iii. He designed them with purpose – He has a perfect plan for them – a plan that 
glorifies Him 

1. We were created for community, we were created for fellowship 
2. Since the garden of Eden God has expressed His desire to dwell with His 

people 
a. That thread has continued throughout all of scripture 
b. The tabernacle, the temple, and His name will be Emmanuel, and 

then the Holy Spirit making His home with us (we become the 
temple) 

iv. Take a look at the early church - Act 2:41-42 Then those who gladly received 
his word were baptized; and that day about three thousand souls were 
added to them. And they continued steadfastly in the apostles' doctrine 
and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in prayers. 

1. Very specific kind of fellowship – same word used in 1Co 10:16  The cup 
of blessing which we bless, is it not the communion of the blood of 
Christ? The bread which we break, is it not the communion of the 
body of Christ? 

2. Greek word – koinonia – unity, sharing a like mind, intimacy, knowing and 
being known, to share, to jointly contribute, koinonia is fellowship and 
relationships and community God’s way, the right way, the Kingdom way 

3. 1Co 1:9  God is faithful, by whom you were called into the fellowship 
of His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

4. We can see what koinonia is in scripture by looking at what it isn’t - 2Co 
6:14  Do not be unequally yoked together with unbelievers. For what 
fellowship has righteousness with lawlessness? And what 
communion has light with darkness? 

5. 1Co 10:20  Rather, that the things which the Gentiles sacrifice they 
sacrifice to demons and not to God, and I do not want you to have 
fellowship with demons. 

6. Eph 5:11  And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of 
darkness, but rather expose them. 



7. 1Jn 1:6-7 If we say that we have fellowship with Him, and walk in 
darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth.  

II. Why? Why are we spending six weeks on this topic of fellowship? 
a. There is an identity crisis in the world  

i. When you don’t know who you are, you don’t know what you must do 
ii. People don’t know who they are, they don’t understand their purpose, they don’t 

know their value and worth 
1. Without a clear understanding of why we exist, that leaves the door wide 

open to a distorted understanding of our identity 
iii. What we’re seeing is cultural confusion and cultural perversion surrounding 

God’s design  
1. What it means to be a man, what it means to be a woman, what it means 

to be a husband or a wife or a child, what it means to be created in the 
image of God 

2. Instead of koinonia relationships that bring life and glorify God we see 
broken relationships that bring pain and reveal the depravity of man 

a. Parents hurting children, children hurting parents, husbands tearing 
down wives, wives tearing down husbands, confusion surrounding 
gender, confusion surrounding sex, everyone doing what is right in 
their own eyes and reaping the consequences of their decisions 

b. It makes sense that this exists in a fallen world, but this confusion is influencing the 
church 

i. Look at the divorce rate, low view of marriage, refusal to call sin sin for the sake 
of acceptance and tolerance 

ii. We have such low, casual, view of God’s design for relationships that taking a 
Biblical stand almost seems archaic  

1. Look at marriage alone – the gap today between the Biblical view of the 
sacred covenant of marriage and the common American view is enormous 

2. And the same goes for our relationship with the Lord and our relationships 
within the church body 

3. We’ve made them common, ordinary, disposable – instead of sacred, 
treasured, and necessary 

c. Christian Identity 
i. In a secular world that rejects the rightful place of God, we exist to reassert the 

rightful place of God 
ii. To reassert His authority and power and majesty and holiness and love – 

displayed through His Son Jesus Christ 
1. And that starts with a right relationship with Him 
2. And it pours out to the little church we wake up to every morning 
3. And it carries over to our local community of believers – the body of Christ 

iii. When those relationships a right – we carry on the mission of Christ 
1. Jesus told Pontius Pilate – I have come to bear witness to the truth 

d. Disclaimer 
i. Broken families, divorcees, single parents  

1. We do not want you to feel like second class citizens 
2. Our God is a of redemption – taking what was broken and making it 

beautiful  
ii. We live in a fallen world – the topic of family may be painful 

1. Those who were supposed to protect you hurt you – I’m deeply sorry for 
that 

2. Let that be the motivation to begin a new legacy 
 



III. Where Do We Begin? 
a. We have to start with the most important relationship known to man and that is the 

relationship between the Creator and the created 
i. The relationship between God and man. If we don’t get this right there is zero 

chance of getting anything else right 
1. Chinese proverb – It is very difficult finding a black cat in a dark room, 

especially if there is no black cat.  
2. That is how so many people are living their lives today. Trying to figure out 

how to be a mom or a dad, husband or a wife, or even just somebody who 
has something to offer, someone who’s life actually means something 

3. And they are looking for purpose, but they are looking in all the wrong 
places 

b. Here’s the problem – we are born into a broken relationship with our creator 
i. Our most important relationship is already destroyed, we have no fellowship with 

God because of sin.  
ii. Not only is there no relationship, Paul tells us in Romans 5, we are enemies of 

God and in Col 1 we are alienated from God and hostile towards to Him 
1. Here is the most important relationship and we stand on the wrong side of 

God’s wrath right out of the gate 
2. And it’s our doing! No one is good, no not one. No one seeks God. 

iii. But here is the beauty of the gospel 
iv. Rom 5:6 (NIV) You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, 

Christ died for the ungodly. 7 Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous 
person, though for a good person someone might possibly dare to die. 
8 But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still 
sinners, Christ died for us. 9 Since we have now been justified by his 
blood, how much more shall we be saved from God’s wrath through him! 
10 For if, while we were God’s enemies, we were reconciled to him through 
the death of his Son, how much more, having been reconciled, shall we be 
saved through his life! 11 Not only is this so, but we also boast in God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received 
reconciliation. 

v. Col 1:21 Once you were alienated from God and were enemies in your 
minds because of your evil behavior. 22 But now he has reconciled you by 
Christ’s physical body through death to present you holy in his sight, 
without blemish and free from accusation 

1. This series will not be a list of rules or tips or 10 steps to become a better 
you 

2. That would lead to discouragement or pride 
3. Rich young ruler – Good teacher - what must I do to inherit eternal life 

a. Why do you call me good? There is only One who is good. You 
know the commandments.  

b. “I have kept those things from my youth.” I am good! After Jesus 
told him there is only One who is good.  

c. The gospel isn’t simply for the unsaved, it is for all of us – we are to 
work out our salvation with fear and trembling – what are we to 
fear? Becoming like the foolish Galatians – They started their 
sanctification in the Spirit, but they were now trying to become 
perfect in the flesh, by their own human effort 

c. The gospel is about a new identity – not new ideas 
i. We don’t need new ideas, we need a new heart – a heart that cares about God’s 

ways 



1. Just as Jesus told Nicodemus “You must be born again, or you will not 
see the Kingdom of God” 

2. It doesn’t start with trying to be a better mom or better dad, it has to start 
with becoming a new creation in Christ and then it continues by remaining 
in Him 

ii. I heard one preacher say that he thought preaching was about getting people to 
do what they didn’t want to do  

1. That is not the gospel – the gospel is about transformation – a heart that 
loves Jesus more then it loves sin – eyes that see the past superficial 
shine of this world and witness the majesty of God and His Kingdom 

2. The greatness and glory of God’s relationship with us and His design for 
our families and His design for the church is beyond our ability to 
understand without the revelation of the Holy Spirit. 

iii. Paul said – who can rescue me from this wretched body – the things I want to do, 
I don’t do, and the things I don’t want to do, that’s what I practice – who will 
rescue me from this body of death - Thanks be to God, who delivers me through 
Jesus Christ our Lord! 

d. Our goal in these studies isn’t to make you do what you don’t want to do.  
i. Our goal is to provide Biblical direction for what God wants to accomplish in us if 

we will simply let Him 
ii. That starts with putting our faith in the Jesus of the bible and the finished work of 

His death and resurrection 
iii. What did Jesus accomplish? What is our relationship with God? There are so 

many different relationships – business relationships between a boss and an 
employee, acquaintances, people we share the same space with, we have 
relationships with our pets, with aunts and uncles we don’t see very often, friends 

1. What kind of relationship did Jesus grant us with our creator that day on 
Calvary when the veil was torn? 

IV. We Are Children of God 
a. For that we turn to the letter of the apostle John. Things these I write to you so… 

i. 1 John 1:4 - And these things we write to you that your joy may be full. 
ii. 1 John 2:1 - these things I write to you, so that you may not sin. 

iii. 1 John 5:13 - These things I have written to you who believe in the name of 
the Son of God, that you may know that you have eternal life, and that you 
may continue to believe in the name of the Son of God. 

b. 1Jn 3:1-3 Behold what manner of love the Father has bestowed on us, that we 
should be called children of God! Therefore the world does not know us, because 
it did not know Him. Beloved, now we are children of God; and it has not yet been 
revealed what we shall be, but we know that when He is revealed, we shall be like 
Him, for we shall see Him as He is. And everyone who has this hope in Him 
purifies himself, just as He is pure. 

i. Not employees, not pets, not distant relatives, not even friends – we are part of 
the family of God 

c. Gal 4:3-7 Even so we, when we were children, were in bondage under the 
elements of the world. But when the fullness of the time had come, God sent forth 
His Son, born of a woman, born under the law, to redeem those who were under 
the law, that we might receive the adoption as sons. And because you are sons, 
God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into your hearts, crying out, "Abba, 
Father!" Therefore you are no longer a slave but a son, and if a son, then an heir 
of God through Christ. 



i. Paul knows his analogy of adoption falls short – and adoption is a wonderful 
thing. Paul explains in Romans that we are heirs of God and joint heirs with 
Christ 

ii. But God doesn’t simply move us into His home, He makes His home within us 
iii. And because Christ lives in us, He can live through us 

 


