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I. INTRODUCTION 

 
A. In this study - we finish the book of Colossians. 

 
1. As we have seen. The church in Colosse was a very loving church, but there 

were many “philosophies” creeping in and seeking to destroy their faith in Jesus. 
2. Paul has shot all those “things” down, and exalted the superiority of Jesus. 
3. We are going to see in this closing teaching that Jesus is all we need in our 

families also! 
 

B. Now, Paul closes with an exhortation much like what we studied in Ephesians 5 and 6. 
 
1. …A reminder to wives, husbands, children, fathers, servant and masters. 
2. Then, his final words are those of praise for the people who had been such a 

blessing to him, and the ministry. 
3. This study starts in Chapter 3 verse 18.  

 
II. COL 3:18 NKJV  WIVES, SUBMIT TO YOUR OWN HUSBANDS, AS IS FITTING IN THE 

LORD. 
 
A. Paul says that a wife submitting to her (own) husband is “fitting”. 

 
1. “Ladies what does it mean to have ‘fitted” sheets for a mattress?” 
2. It is the same concept as going to a tailor to be “fitted” for a new suit or dress. 

a) We often say, “This suit was just made for me.”  “It fits perfectly.” 
b) When a wife submits to her husband, it “fits” because that is the way the 

Lord “tailored” the husband and wife relationship to be. 
 

B. And remember, that word “submit” is the Greek “hupataso” = meaning “to willingly place 
oneself in an orderly fashion under”. 
 
1. It is a military term used for the “rank and file” from 5 star Generals to privates. 
2. Remember Jesus’ praise of the Roman Centurion who understood what it meant 

to be under authority, and knew if Jesus only spoke healing to his servant that it 
would be done! 
a) Jesus praised him for his faith! 

(1) He told him that He had not seen that kind of faith in all of Israel! 
b) A wife also has the blessing of the Lord when she willing accepts the role 

the Lord has given her and the husband he has chosen for her! 
 

III. COL 3:19 NKJV  HUSBANDS, LOVE YOUR WIVES AND DO NOT BE BITTER TOWARD 
THEM. 
 
A. This exhortation for husbands is “agapao” = “agape love”. 
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1. 1Cor 13:4-8 (NKJV) Love suffers long [and] is kind; love does not envy; 

love does not parade itself, is not puffed up; 5 does not behave rudely, 
does not seek its own, is not provoked, thinks no evil; 6 does not rejoice in 
iniquity, but rejoices in the truth; 7 bears all things, believes all things, 
hopes all things, endures all things. 8 Love never fails. But whether [there] 
[are] prophecies, they will fail; whether [there] [are] tongues, they will 
cease; whether [there] [is] knowledge, it will vanish away.  
a) This is no small request!  Go figure, husbands are supposed to act like 

Christians and treat their wives with love and respect and dignity! 
b) And the phrase “do not be bitter toward them”, could be “loosely” 

translated, “don’t cop and attitude toward your wife!” 
 

IV. COL 3:20 NKJV  CHILDREN, OBEY YOUR PARENTS IN ALL THINGS, FOR THIS IS WELL 
PLEASING TO THE LORD. 
 
A. The Lord even tells adults, through David in Psalm 51 that, “obedience is better than 

sacrifice.” 
 
1. The Lord is blessed when we simply do what He asks us to do! 
2. Parents are blessed when their children simply do what they are asked to do. 

a) Children have the Lord’s blessing when they simply obey their parents. 
b) The Lord is pleased! 

(1) Notice also – young folks – you really can’t “pick and chose” which 
things you will be obedient in!  The “all” is pretty inclusive.  
 

V. COL 3:21 NKJV  FATHERS, DO NOT PROVOKE YOUR CHILDREN, LEST THEY BECOME 
DISCOURAGED. 
  
A. I think you could use the word “parents” here, but often it is the dads who “poke” at their 

children. 
 
1. This is simply poking at them or making fun of them until they get angry and 

become broken in spirit. 
a) Some parents use this as a form of discipline, but it is not scriptural. 
b) You can destroy a child’s “spirit” very quickly by making them the subject 

of all your jokes or criticism! 
 

VI. COL 3:22 NKJV  BONDSERVANTS, OBEY IN ALL THINGS YOUR MASTERS 
ACCORDING TO THE FLESH, NOT WITH EYESERVICE, AS MEN-PLEASERS, BUT IN 
SINCERITY OF HEART, FEARING GOD. 
 
A. The closest thing we have to “bondservants” these days would most likely be 

employees. 
 
1. The Lord requires the same “obedience” from employees as He does children in 

verse 20. 
2. And this obedience is to be done in sincerity of heart, out of love for the Lord, 

and not just when the boss is looking! (Some interpretations call this “eye-
service”) 
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a) A job is just a job until we decide to let Jesus into the middle of it! 

 
VII. COL 3:23-25 NKJV  AND WHATEVER YOU DO, DO IT HEARTILY, AS TO THE LORD AND 

NOT TO MEN,  (24)  KNOWING THAT FROM THE LORD YOU WILL RECEIVE THE 
REWARD OF THE INHERITANCE; FOR YOU SERVE THE LORD CHRIST.  (25)  BUT HE 
WHO DOES WRONG WILL BE REPAID FOR WHAT HE HAS DONE, AND THERE IS NO 
PARTIALITY. 
 
A. Just a little reminder that (we) serve the Lord Christ, not man! 

 
1. G1537 - The point whence motion or action proceeds from (or) out of 
2. G5590 - psuchē psoo-khay' - breath, that is, (by implication) spirit  

a) “With the right heart and Spirit” 
3. God is not political, he has no “favorites”.  He loves all His children the same. 
4. For Him - right is right and wrong is sin.  One can be rewarded, the other must be 

dealt with. 
5. We have only one life – why not do it right?  Why not do – what we do – for him? 

 
VIII. COL 4:1 NKJV  MASTERS, GIVE YOUR BONDSERVANTS WHAT IS JUST AND FAIR, 

KNOWING THAT YOU ALSO HAVE A MASTER IN HEAVEN. 
 
A. Employers, remember the principle of sowing and reaping! 

 
1. Luk 6:38  "Give, and it will be given to you. They will pour into your lap a 

good measure--pressed down, shaken together, and running over. For by 
your standard of measure it will be measured to you in return."  

2. If you are fair and just, your Master will be fair and just when dealing with you. 
 

IX. COL 4:2-6 NKJV  CONTINUE EARNESTLY IN PRAYER, BEING VIGILANT IN IT WITH 
THANKSGIVING;  (3)  MEANWHILE PRAYING ALSO FOR US, THAT GOD WOULD OPEN 
TO US A DOOR FOR THE WORD, TO SPEAK THE MYSTERY OF CHRIST, FOR WHICH I 
AM ALSO IN CHAINS,  (4)  THAT I MAY MAKE IT MANIFEST, AS I OUGHT TO SPEAK.  (5)  
WALK IN WISDOM TOWARD THOSE WHO ARE OUTSIDE, REDEEMING THE TIME.  (6)  
LET YOUR SPEECH ALWAYS BE WITH GRACE, SEASONED WITH SALT, THAT YOU 
MAY KNOW HOW YOU OUGHT TO ANSWER EACH ONE. 
 
A. Paul mentions 3 very important “characteristics” of Christianity = prayer, our walks or 

“conduct”, and our speech. 
 
1. Prayer = It is to be done “earnestly” = like we mean it!  We are to be “devoted” 

to it!” 
a) We are to “continue earnestly” at it – to be “vigilant” = not let it fall by the 

wayside! 
b) And those prayers should include “thanksgiving”. 

2. Conduct - Walks = we are to “walk in wisdom” when we are around non-
Christians. 
a) We should make every second count for the Lord.  Not loosing sight of the 

fact that the person we are talking to may be dying in their sins without 
Jesus. 

3. Speech = Often, even Christians’ speech can be very critical and condemning.  
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Not full of grace. 
a) Our speech is to be “seasoned with salt”. 

(1) We usually use seasoning very carefully: too little will leave the 
food tasteless.  Too much will ruin the flavor of the food. 

(2) Also, salt is a preservative!   
b) Paul is telling us to pray about each situation and to think about what we 

are saying before we say it.   
(1) To make sure that if glorifies the Lord. 
(2) And that it brings the person listening closer to Him. 

 
X. CONCLUSION 

 
A. Col 4:7-18 NKJV Tychicus, a beloved brother, faithful minister, and fellow servant 

in the Lord, will tell you all the news about me.  (8)  I am sending him to you for 
this very purpose, that he may know your circumstances and comfort your 
hearts,  (9)  with Onesimus, a faithful and beloved brother, who is one of you. 
(escaped slave – found Jesus – was going back to his master) They will make known 
to you all things which are happening here.  (10)  Aristarchus my fellow prisoner 
greets you, with Mark the cousin of Barnabas (about whom you received 
instructions: if he comes to you, welcome him),  (11)  and Jesus who is called 
Justus. These are my only fellow workers for the kingdom of God who are of the 
circumcision; they have proved to be a comfort to me.  (12)  Epaphras, who is one 
of you, a bondservant of Christ, greets you, always laboring fervently for you in 
prayers, that you may stand perfect and complete in all the will of God.  (13)  For I 
bear him witness that he has a great zeal for you, and those who are in Laodicea, 
and those in Hierapolis.  (14)  Luke the beloved physician and Demas greet you.  
(15)  Greet the brethren who are in Laodicea, and Nymphas and the church that is 
in his house. (16)  Now when this epistle is read among you, see that it is read 
also in the church of the Laodiceans, and that you likewise read the epistle from 
Laodicea.  (17)  And say to Archippus, “Take heed to the ministry which you have 
received in the Lord, that you may fulfill it.”  (18)  This salutation by my own 
hand—Paul. Remember my chains. Grace be with you. Amen. 
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