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COLOSSIANS 
 

The Fullness of Christ 

Colossians 2 

 

I. Introduction 

a. “Colossians presents the all-supremacy, the all-sufficiency, the uniqueness, and the fullness of 

the person and work of Jesus Christ as the Savior, the Creator and Sustainer of the universe and 

the total solution for man’s needs both for time and eternity.” 

i. Paul’s letter to the Colossians is built on the foundational truth the we have all we need in 

Jesus  

ii. Once we humbly accept our new life in Christ we are given all that we could possibly 

need in the person of Jesus  

1. Many of us live as if the Lord is holding something back. Constantly seeking 

fulfilment and satisfaction apart from Jesus.  

2. That is the mind of our old man – our old carnal mind – moving from one thing to 

the next trying to find something that will give us purpose – money, sex, sports, 

hobbies, diets, possessions  

3. That’s not who we are anymore! We have found all that we need but for some of 

us we just don’t know it yet. The reality is none of us truly understand the fullness 

of the riches we have in Jesus. 

a. It’s especially difficult living in a culture that is constantly telling us we 

need something more 

b. Colossians is Paul’s exposition of King David’s famous words “The Lord 

is my shepherd, I shall not want.” 

b. Jon Courson shares the story of an extremely wealthy art collector named William Randolph 

Hearst 

i. Mr. Hearst was looking through a book of famous artwork when a painting caught his 

eye. "I want this painting for my collection," he said to his aides. But after making some 

inquiries, they reported that they were unable to locate the particular work. "If you value 

your jobs," Hearst said, "do whatever it takes to find that treasure, and secure it for me 

immediately." Three and a half months later, the aides returned to Hearst. "Did you find 

the treasure?" he asked. "Yes," they replied. "After much searching and painstaking 

research, we found it." "Did you purchase it?" he asked. "No." "Why not?" Hearst asked. 

"Because you already own it. It’s sitting in your warehouse." 

ii. That is our prayer this morning – Lord, through our study in Colossians, help us to 

understand all that we have in You. 

II. All Treasures of Wisdom and Knowledge 

Col 2:1-3  For I want you to know what a great conflict I have for you and those in Laodicea, and for as 

many as have not seen my face in the flesh,  (2)  that their hearts may be encouraged, being knit together in 

love, and attaining to all riches of the full assurance of understanding, to the knowledge of the mystery of 

God, both of the Father and of Christ,  (3)  in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. 

a. A great conflict I have for you – I agonize over you and those in Laodicea 

i. Even though I haven’t met you face to face I still care for you deeply as fellow brothers 

and sisters in Christ and I want this letter to build you up, encourage you, and unify you 

in love for one another!  
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ii. Lay hold of the full assurance of understanding of the mystery of God who is both Father 

and Christ (Messiah, anointed one) 

1. Full assurance of understanding – knowledge that builds faith – Spiritual wisdom 

deepens our trust  

2. It amazes me that many of our Christian Colleges and Seminaries today are 

having the opposite effect – causing students to doubt the Word of God, to doubt 

the all-sufficiency of Jesus Christ, to turn to others gospels, to seek after 

knowledge instead of seeking after Jesus 

3. Why? Because Jesus isn’t enough. It has to be Jesus and something else – Jesus 

and guided prayer…Jesus and eastern mysticism….Jesus and cultural relevance 

4. There is a great deal of pride in academia – knowledge puffs up – the simplicity 

of the Gospel is just too simple 

b. Not that the Lord wishes for us to remain ignorant – this entire book is about growing in our 

knowledge and understanding 

i. We are to have a childlike faith not a childish faith – that is why the Bible speaks of two 

different kinds of wisdom; earthly and spiritual. 

ii. Two major differences between earthly and spiritual wisdom – The source and the motive 

1. Prov 9:10 "The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom, and knowledge 

of the Holy One is understanding.” 

2. The source – Spiritual wisdom begins with the Lord which is good because it is in 

Him that all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge are hidden. 

3. In the days of the Roman Empire, a certain wealthy senator became estranged 

from his son. When he died unexpectedly, his will was opened. "Because my son 

does not appreciate what I've done, I leave all of my worldly possessions to my 

loyal slave, Marcellus," the will read. "However, because I am a man of grace, I 

will give to my son one of my possessions of his choosing." "Sorry," said the 

lawyer to the son. "You can only take one of your dad's possessions. Which will it 

be?" "I take Marcellus," said the son. 

a. When we take Jesus as our Savior we take all the treasures of wisdom and 

knowledge – why would we start anywhere else? Why would we look to 

any other source?  

iii. Gen 11:4 “Then they said, "Come, let us build ourselves a city, with a tower that 

reaches to the heavens, so that we may make a name for ourselves and not be scattered 

over the face of the whole earth." 

1. The motive – the why – the desire for earthly wisdom is for the purpose of 

exalting one self over others – the desire for Spiritual wisdom is the desire to 

know God more – personally 

2. Pro 11:2  When pride comes, then comes shame; But with the humble is 

wisdom. 

3. Biggest red flag that someone is drinking from the wrong source – arrogance 

III. Warning! 

Col 2:4-8  Now this I say lest anyone should deceive you with persuasive words.  (5)  For though I am absent 

in the flesh, yet I am with you in spirit, rejoicing to see your good order and the steadfastness of your faith in 

Christ.  (6)  As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him,  (7)  rooted and built up in 

Him and established in the faith, as you have been taught, abounding in it with thanksgiving.  (8)  Beware 

lest anyone cheat you through philosophy and empty deceit, according to the tradition of men, according to 

the basic principles of the world, and not according to Christ. 

a. What I am about to tell you I tell you so you won’t be deceived.  Be on the lookout for 

persuasive men with persuasive words that will spoil you. 

i. Through philosophy (fond of wise things) and lies, according to the tradition of men, 

according to the basic principles of the world 



ii. What are these philosophies, these lies – any idea that exalts man over God – any idea 

that suggests we add something to the Gospel – something is missing 

iii. The philosophy that threatened the Colossian Christians was a strange eclectic mix of 

early Gnosticism, Greek philosophy, local mystery religions, and Jewish mysticism. The 

philosophy threatening the Colossian Christians was so dangerous because it was not 

obviously sinful. It was a high-sounding and seemed highly intelligent. David Guzik 

iv. We are also surrounded by so many different ideas and there is this constant temptation 

to mix the purity of the Gospel with some other worldly perspective – and it’s tempting 

because it appeals to our flesh. Paul says – don’t do it! 

v. As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him,  (7)  rooted and 

built up in Him and established in the faith, as you have been taught, abounding in it with 

thanksgiving 

1. How did you receive Jesus – with nothing to offer but my sickness and my will 

Rev 3:14-18  "And to the angel of the church of the Laodiceans write, 'These 

things says the Amen, the Faithful and True Witness, the Beginning of the 

creation of God:  (15)  "I know your works, that you are neither cold nor hot. I 

could wish you were cold or hot.  (16)  So then, because you are lukewarm, and 

neither cold nor hot, I will vomit you out of My mouth.  (17)  Because you say, 

'I am rich, have become wealthy, and have need of nothing'—and do not know 

that you are wretched, miserable, poor, blind, and naked—  (18)  I counsel you 

to buy from Me gold refined in the fire, that you may be rich; and white 

garments, that you may be clothed, that the shame of your nakedness may not 

be revealed; and anoint your eyes with eye salve, that you may see. 

2. Now I walk with Him with nothing to offer but my will. We came to Him in 

humility and now we walk with Him in humility.  

IV. What We Have in Jesus 

a. Paul goes on to describe the riches that what we have in Jesus – like a lawyer reading someone’s 

last will and testament and we are the beneficiary  

Col 2:9-15  For in Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily;  (10)  and you are complete in Him, 

who is the head of all principality and power.  (11)  In Him you were also circumcised with the circumcision 

made without hands, by putting off the body of the sins of the flesh, by the circumcision of Christ,  (12)  

buried with Him in baptism, in which you also were raised with Him through faith in the working of God, 

who raised Him from the dead.  (13)  And you, being dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your 

flesh, He has made alive together with Him, having forgiven you all trespasses,  (14)  having wiped out the 

handwriting of requirements that was against us, which was contrary to us. And He has taken it out of the 

way, having nailed it to the cross.  (15)  Having disarmed principalities and powers, He made a public 

spectacle of them, triumphing over them in it. 

b. Are we picking up on a trend here? 

i. attaining to all riches of the full assurance of understanding 

ii. in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge 

iii. in Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily 

iv. you are complete in Him 

v. having forgiven you all trespasses 

1. Joh 17:1-4  Jesus spoke these words, lifted up His eyes to heaven, and said: 

"Father, the hour has come. Glorify Your Son, that Your Son also may glorify 

You,  (2)  as You have given Him authority over all flesh, that He should give 

eternal life to as many as You have given Him.  (3)  And this is eternal life, that 

they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent.  

(4)  I have glorified You on the earth. I have finished the work which You have 

given Me to do. 



c. Jesus has finished the work. It is complete, nothing has been left undone. It’s not as if my 

children did the work leaving areas of their rooms untouched. When Jesus saves He saves 

completely 

i. Man’s greatest need is forgiveness – without it we are simply dead men walking, without 

out it there is no hope for the future, no matter what we do to try to feel alive there is no 

way to escape this truth. We are dead in our trespasses. 

d. So what did Jesus accomplish, what is this work that He has finished? 

i. Removed the body of sin that plagued us and buried that body with Him in the grave 

ii. Then He raised us up with Him through faith in the working of God 

iii. He made us alive together with Him, having forgiven us all our trespasses 

iv. Jesus wiped out the handwriting of requirements that was against us, which was our 

enemy because it meant destruction/ (NASB) Having canceled out the certificate of debt 

consisting of decrees against us 

v. He took the list of our inequities, our indictments, our sins and He nailed them to the 

cross – all of them! 

1. Jon Courson writes “The sins that have plagued you are written on a list. Santa 

Claus makes a list and checks it twice in order to find out who's naughty and nice. 

Our Father, on the other hand, makes a list and checks it once. Then He nails it to 

the Cross, where the blood of His Son covers it completely. The list of our sins, 

shortcomings, and stupidity is blotted out in totality by the blood of the Son of 

God.” 

vi. He disarmed principalities and powers, He made a public spectacle of them, triumphing 

over them in it. 

1. It was standard practice for Roman Generals to parade the armies they had 

conquered through the streets – naked and in chains 

2. The only power Satan has over us is sin – and my sins were nailed to the cross 

with Christ – the only power my sins have over me now is the power I give them 

through my unbelief 

3. Many of us need to hear this today. You are forgiven. You are free from the 

power of sin. “I don’t feel forgiven, I don’t feel free.” Is God a liar and was Jesus’ 

death not enough to cover your sins? – Let me steal these words from the Paul 

“Certainly not! Indeed, let God be true but every man a liar.” 

4. Jesus is sufficient to forgive all of your sins and He doesn’t need your help 

covering any of them.  

V. Truly Forgiven 

Col 2:16-23  So let no one judge you in food or in drink, or regarding a festival or a new moon or sabbaths,  

(17)  which are a shadow of things to come, but the substance is of Christ.  (18)  Let no one cheat you of your 

reward, taking delight in false humility and worship of angels, intruding into those things which he has not 

seen, vainly puffed up by his fleshly mind,  (19)  and not holding fast to the Head, from whom all the body, 

nourished and knit together by joints and ligaments, grows with the increase that is from God.  (20)  

Therefore, if you died with Christ from the basic principles of the world, why, as though living in the world, 

do you subject yourselves to regulations— (21)  "Do not touch, do not taste, do not handle,"  (22)  which all 

concern things which perish with the using—according to the commandments and doctrines of men?  (23)  

These things indeed have an appearance of wisdom in self-imposed religion, false humility, and neglect of 

the body, but are of no value against the indulgence of the flesh. 

a. The immature Christian just heard – let no one judge me! “Did you hear that everyone, you can’t 

judge me!”  

i. Paul isn’t talking about a brother going to another brother in love and telling them that 

they are missing out on all Jesus has for them. This is much more sinister and has nothing 

to do with love at all. It has to do with power and control. 

ii. There were men during Paul’s time that were claiming that there were upper tiers to 

spirituality. Jesus is the great equalizer but prideful men are not comfortable with being 



equal. People like being preferred – VIP sections…in churches. People want to feel 

special.  

1. You may have accepted Christ but I have accepted Christ AND I don’t eat meat, 

and I celebrate all the Jewish holidays, and the Sabbath, and I talk to angels, and I 

abstain from this, this, and this 

2. This goes on today – I’m a prophet, I’m a priest, I have a masters in theology, I 

have a church of 10,000, I homeschool my kids, we only eat biblical foods in our 

home, I’ve found a special secret truth about God that you don’t know - These 

things indeed have an appearance of wisdom in self-imposed religion, false 

humility, and neglect of the body, but are of no value against the indulgence of the 

flesh. 

b. Paul says they may have all these self imposed regulations but the one thing they are missing is a 

tight hold of Jesus. They and not holding fast to the Head, from whom all the body, nourished 

and knit together by joints and ligaments, grows with the increase that is from God.   

i. I’ve found that a person who spends time with Jesus and grows in their knowledge of 

Jesus just wants the same for others. Look at what is available to us! Come with me! That 

was Paul’s agony – He didn’t lord of them with his knowledge – he said if anyone has a 

right to boast I do! But the only thing I boast about is my Lord Jesus. Come and see all 

that you have in Him! 

 
Jesus paid it all, 

All to Him I owe; 

Sin had left a crimson stain, 

He washed it white as snow. 

For nothing good have I 

I hear the Savior say, 

“Thy strength indeed is small; 

Child of weakness, watch and pray, 

Find in Me thine all in all.” 

Refrain: 

Whereby Thy grace to claim; 

I’ll wash my garments white 

In the blood of Calv’ry’s Lamb. 

And now complete in Him, 

My robe, His righteousness, 

Close sheltered ’neath His side, 

I am divinely blest. 

Lord, now indeed I find 

Thy pow’r, and Thine alone, 

Can change the *leper’s spots [*leopard’s] 

And melt the heart of stone. 

When from my dying bed 

My ransomed soul shall rise, 

“Jesus died my soul to save,” 

Shall rend the vaulted skies. 

And when before the throne 

I stand in Him complete, 

I’ll lay my trophies down, 

All down at Jesus’ feet. 

Jesus paid it all, 

All to Him I owe; 

Sin had left a crimson stain, 

He washed it white as snow. 

For nothing good have I 

 


