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COLOSSIANS 
 

Is Jesus Enough? 

Colossians 1 

 

I. Intro 

a. Start this study with a simple question – “Is Jesus enough?” 

i. Is Jesus sufficient? Can Jesus alone bear the weight of all our needs? The need to be 

loved, the need to be forgiven, the need for purpose and meaning in this life, the need to 

matter – is Jesus enough? Is He sufficient for these things?  

ii. If we were to ask the world they have already given us their answer 

1. The New Age (not just crystals) Movement claims we stand at the brink of an 

entirely new age of human achievement and potential, one that will unify the 

world and bring an end to war and an end to hunger through a redistribution of the 

world’s resources and population control. It will lead to the conservation of the 

earth’s environment, result in genuine equality among all races and religions and 

between men and women, and provide a global ethic that will unite the human 

family. But the center of this rejects the biblical revelation of God as revealed in 

Christ. According to this movement, Christ is only one of many religious leaders 

or influences that man may turn to because there are other ways that are equally 

valid. Increasingly our generation wants to take religion out of the realm of 

rational discourse and relegate it to the area of personal preferences and opinions. 

If there are thirty-one flavors of ice cream, why can we not have similar variety in 

religions? The gods of the New Age Movement are always tolerant of sexual 

preferences, feminism, and hedonistic pleasures at almost any cost. Why 

shouldn’t we each choose a religion that is compatible with our private values? In 

order to have a meaningful faith, it must agree with our deeply held beliefs. What 

works for you might not work for me. 

a. Jesus may be the answer for some but not everyone – one of many paths 

leading to enlightenment  

b. This isn't a new movement. The idea that through our own strength, 

ingenuity, and intelligence we can right all the worlds wrongs apart from 

any divine intervention isn't new at all. This world view was first 

presented in the Garden when the serpent said to Eve did God really say? 

Is God really the only option? Is He really the only supreme authority? Is 

He really the only source of life and purpose? Maybe you can be god! 

Maybe you can be the supreme authority of your own life! At that moment 

human pride was tickled and it jumped for joy! Is God enough or is He 

holding back? 

b. What if we ask that same question to the church – is Jesus enough? 

i. Sadly the answer is no. See this in the constant attempt to sell Jesus and…something else 

ii. I’ve always found it fascinating what people choose to communicate to the rest of the 

world through their bumper stickers – it doesn’t say everything about you but it says 

something  

iii. It’s the same thing for churches and their slogans – we all have them, try to share your 

vision – “Bringing Jesus to the heart of Phoenix.” 

1. Creating a community that connects people 
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2. No matter who you are or where you’ve been, THERE'S A PLACE FOR YOU! 

3. _____________ Church, you'll find a friendly, casual atmosphere where you'll 

feel comfortable right away. 

4. When you attend ___________, you'll experience friendly and engaging greeters, 

exciting kids environments, and compelling worship.  

5. ___________ Church - We have a place for you! 

6. Large enough to serve you, Small enough to know you 

7. A Place For You 

8. King James Version Only 

iv. I’ve yet to find a church slogan that reads “Christ the Redeemer Church, where it’s not 

about you!” 

1. With all the social media platforms available I think people are feeling less 

connected than ever – being a part of a community appeals to them. Who doesn’t 

want to feel loved and accepted? 

2. Community isn’t enough. Being a part of a community won’t save your soul. 

Only Jesus will and that is why Jesus must be the foundation that everything else 

is built on. 

a. Through Jesus do we have community? – absolutely – and it’s a closer 

connection to our brothers and sisters than any earthly program could ever 

provide. 

b. Community cannot be the foundation we build our lives on; it has to be 

Jesus Christ. When we elevate anything above the gospel we take a good 

thing and make it a god thing and that’s a very bad thing. 

c. 1Co 3:10-11  According to the grace of God which was given to me, as a 

wise master builder I have laid the foundation, and another builds on it. 

But let each one take heed how he builds on it.  (11)  For no other 

foundation can anyone lay than that which is laid, which is Jesus 

Christ. 

c. That is the heart of Paul’s letter to the Colossians 

i. “Colossians presents the all-supremacy, the all-sufficiency, the uniqueness, and the 

fullness of the person and work of Jesus Christ as the Savior, the Creator and Sustainer of 

the universe and the total solution for man’s needs both for time and eternity.” 

1. The subtitle to Colossians could easily have been – You have all you need in 

Jesus, something we desperately need to hear 

II. Greetings! 

Col 1:1-8  Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, and Timothy our brother,  (2)  To the saints 

and faithful brethren in Christ who are in Colosse: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the 

Lord Jesus Christ.  (3)  We give thanks to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, praying always for 

you,  (4)  since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of your love for all the saints;  (5)  because of the 

hope which is laid up for you in heaven, of which you heard before in the word of the truth of the gospel,  (6)  

which has come to you, as it has also in all the world, and is bringing forth fruit, as it is also among you 

since the day you heard and knew the grace of God in truth;  (7)  as you also learned from Epaphras, our 

dear fellow servant, who is a faithful minister of Christ on your behalf,  (8)  who also declared to us your 

love in the Spirit. 

a. Although the church in Colossae was probably a direct result of Paul’s missionary work in 

Ephesus, Paul had never actually there. He was writing to a body of believers that he had never 

met  

i. Although he had never seen their faces he had heard about them 

b. Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ – apostle means sent one – anything that is sent out - apostolic 

ship – cargo ships that were used for the sole purpose of taking goods from one place to another 

i. Paul was an apostolic ship carrying the good news of Jesus Christ – by the will of God! 



ii. How much of our lives can we say they say that about? Pam, by the will of God, a scrap 

booker. Meridith, by the will of God, a PTA leader. Jim, by the will of God, a social 

drinker. Dwight, by the will of God, a level 50 mage in World of Warcraft. Andy, by the 

will of God, a YouTube sensation.  

iii. Why do we do what we do? Is it about God’s will or our own will? The person who has 

found Jesus to be all sufficient is deeply concerned with the Lord’s will. The things done 

by the will of God are the only things in life that will last. 

1. 1Co 3:12-15  Now if anyone builds on this foundation with gold, silver, precious 

stones, wood, hay, straw,  (13)  each one's work will become clear; for the Day 

will declare it, because it will be revealed by fire; and the fire will test each 

one's work, of what sort it is.  (14)  If anyone's work which he has built on it 

endures, he will receive a reward.  (15)  If anyone's work is burned, he will 

suffer loss; but he himself will be saved, yet so as through fire. 

2. Most of us are master straw craftsmen – we build amazing structures that have 

very little eternal significance – time, energy, and resources are often spent on 

things that simply don’t last 

c. Is it because we don’t know the Lord’s will? Most of the time we don’t care enough to ask.  

i. If we go to Him and ask for His will to be revealed we may not like it and then we are 

accountable for that. Ignorance is bliss. I don’t even want to ask if this is part of Your 

plan for my life because You might say no. 

ii. That is a very clear indicator that Jesus isn’t enough. He may be enough for salvation but 

He surely can’t provide me with a life of purpose. He’s holding something back. 

iii. Remember what Paul wrote in Php 4 after praising them for their generosity in verses 11-

13  Not that I speak in regard to need, for I have learned in whatever state I am, to be 

content:  (12)  I know how to be abased, and I know how to abound. Everywhere and in 

all things I have learned both to be full and to be hungry, both to abound and to suffer 

need.  (13)  I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me. 

d. Paul goes on to say I may not have met you but I have heard of you 

i. What are people looking for when they look for a church? Program for the kids, program 

for singles, a specific doctrinal stance, a dynamic and charismatic pastor, engaging 

worship, free coffee, something that is close to home, an active missions ministry 

ii. What was the church in Colossae known for? Their faith in Christ Jesus and their love for 

all the saints 

1. You don’t often hear that on someone’s list of qualifications. “I’m looking for a 

church that takes Jesus at His Word and loves one another well.” 

2. Why is that so rare today? Why isn’t that what we’re searching for? Because 

Jesus isn’t enough 

3. Paul goes on to explain that the source of their faith and love is a Spiritual 

Mindset  – it is because of the hope which is laid up for you in heaven, of which 

you heard before in the word of the truth of the gospel 

a. They understood the riches they had in Christ. That is what Paul 

desperately wanted for all believers.  

iii. Eph 3:14-19  For this reason I bow my knees to the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,  

(15)  from whom the whole family in heaven and earth is named,  (16)  that He would 

grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with might through 

His Spirit in the inner man,  (17)  that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; 

that you, being rooted and grounded in love,  (18)  may be able to comprehend with all 

the saints what is the width and length and depth and height— (19)  to know the love 

of Christ which passes knowledge; that you may be filled with all the fullness of God. 

1. Prayed that they would fully understand the love of Christ. Who He is and what 

He has done. 

 



 

III. The Will of God 

Col 1:9-12  For this reason we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you, and to ask that 

you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding;  (10)  that you 

may walk worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing Him, being fruitful in every good work and increasing in the 

knowledge of God;  (11)  strengthened with all might, according to His glorious power, for all patience and 

longsuffering with joy;  (12)  giving thanks to the Father who has qualified us to be partakers of the 

inheritance of the saints in the light. 

a. We have a lot to learn about how to pray. You have not because you ask not, or because you ask 

amiss to spend it on your own pleasures 

i. Our prayers are often centered around our comfort not around knowing Jesus more. They 

may be shrouded in spirituality but ultimately they are centered on our pleasure.  

ii. We don’t need to be more comfortable, we need to see Jesus more clearly!  Often that 

happens in uncomfortable situations.  

1. As we grow in all wisdom and spiritual understanding we walk worthy of the 

Lord – our lives match up with the character of God 

2. Too many people attempt to walk in a manner worthy of a God that they don’t 

even know – that’s legalism  

3. “If you read this epistle through, you will observe that Paul frequently alludes to 

knowledge and wisdom. To the point in which be judged the church to be deficient 

he turned his prayerful attention. He would not have them ignorant. He knew that 

spiritual ignorance is the constant source of error, instability, and sorrow; and 

therefore he desired that they might be soundly taught in the things of God.” 

Spurgeon 

4. There is a constant message in scripture that our spiritual walk is based on a 

growing understanding of who Jesus is and what He has done for us. What His 

life, death, and resurrection has accomplished for us. As we grow in our 

understanding of His love and grace and we see more accurately who we are in 

light of the cross the only possible response is a life of devotion.   

iii. Being fruitful in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God – 

understanding leads to more understanding – Lord I believe help my unbelief 

IV. Speaking of Growing in Understanding 

a. In verse 12 Paul pauses on this thought “giving thanks to the Father who has qualified us to be 

partakers of the inheritance of the saints in the light.” 

i. While we’re on the topic of growing in understanding Paul decides to help the church 

grow in their understanding  

Col 1:13-22  He has delivered us from the power of darkness and conveyed us into the kingdom of the Son of 

His love,  (14)  in whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins.  (15)  He is the 

image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation.  (16)  For by Him all things were created that are 

in heaven and that are on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or 

powers. All things were created through Him and for Him.  (17)  And He is before all things, and in Him all 

things consist.  (18)  And He is the head of the body, the church, who is the beginning, the firstborn from the 

dead, that in all things He may have the preeminence.  (19)  For it pleased the Father that in Him all the 

fullness should dwell,  (20)  and by Him to reconcile all things to Himself, by Him, whether things on earth 

or things in heaven, having made peace through the blood of His cross.  (21)  And you, who once were 

alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now He has reconciled  (22)  in the body of His 

flesh through death, to present you holy, and blameless, and above reproach in His sight— 

b. Who Christ is and what He has done 

i. Who is Jesus?  For by Him all things were created that are in heaven and that are on 

earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or powers. All 

things were created through Him and for Him.  (17)  And He is before all things, and in 

Him all things consist. 



1. Doesn’t stand outside of His creation, His creation exists within Him 

ii. What has He done? He has rescued us. Not just rescued but rescued and relocated. 

Conveyed - When one empire conquered another, the custom was to take the population 

of the defeated empire and transfer it completely to their home land. 

1. We’ve been rescued from the kingdom of darkness and carried into the kingdom 

of the Son of His love - we like to go back and play in that kingdom of darkness 

iii. How did He accomplish this? He bought us with His blood – the price for our lives was 

His execution – purchased, bought, paid for – we belong to Jesus – not only have we 

been rescued and relocated, we have also been redeemed  

iv. If that was not enough - and by Him to reconcile all things to Himself, by Him, whether 

things on earth or things in heaven, having made peace through the blood of His cross.  

And you, who once were alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now 

He has reconciled in the body of His flesh through death, to present you holy, and 

blameless, and above reproach in His sight 

v. Not only have we been rescued, relocated, and redeemed, we have been reconciled!  

1. Is that enough? Is Jesus enough? 

V. Conclusion 

Col 1:23-29  if indeed you continue in the faith, grounded and steadfast, and are not moved away from the 

hope of the gospel which you heard, which was preached to every creature under heaven, of which I, Paul, 

became a minister.  (24)  I now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill up in my flesh what is lacking in the 

afflictions of Christ, for the sake of His body, which is the church,  (25)  of which I became a minister 

according to the stewardship from God which was given to me for you, to fulfill the word of God,  (26)  the 

mystery which has been hidden from ages and from generations, but now has been revealed to His saints.  

(27)  To them God willed to make known what are the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles: 

which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.  (28)  Him we preach, warning every man and teaching every man 

in all wisdom, that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus.  (29)  To this end I also labor, striving 

according to His working which works in me mightily. 


