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ACTS 
 

All Is Lost 

Acts 27 

 

I. Paul’s Desire to Witness in Rome 

a. “Courage is not the absence of fear, but rather the assessment that something else is more 

important than fear.” Franklin D. Roosevelt 

i. It’s appropriate that we are dealing with the courage of Paul this morning in light 

of what took place in Oregon on Thursday 

ii. A coward, whose name doesn’t deserve to be mentioned, entered a community 

college classroom dressed in body armor and armed with 3 pistols, a rifle, and 

multiple magazines full of ammunition. Immediately upon entering he shot and 

killed the professor. He then told the class to stand and one by one asked the 

students whether they were Christians or not. Anyone who responded "yes" was 

executed and those who didn't answer were shot elsewhere in their body. 

iii. Christopher Mintz , that’s one man whose name I will mention,–  he’s 30 year old 

army vet who rushed the gunman and was shot between 5 - 7 times. He has 

survived. 

1. If I had the names of those who were killed for their faith in Jesus I would 

read their names proudly to you today – lets pray for their families  

b. We have seen Paul demonstrate courage in front of extremely powerful and influential 

men – whether it was commanders of armies, governors, high priests, or kings he never 

wavered from sharing the truth of the gospel 

i. It wasn’t that he was without fear – Jesus spoke to him directly – “do not fear, for 

I am with you.” He had decided that the truth of what Jesus had done for mankind 

was far more important than his fear. 

ii. He was so passionate in his exposition of the gospel to King Agrippa that King 

Agrippa confessed “you almost convinced me” 

iii. Acts 26 ends with King Agrippa making this statement - "This man might have 

been set free if he had not appealed to Caesar." 

iv. It’s Paul’s appeal that puts him on a ship to Rome – which is exactly what he 

wanted 

c. We know from Paul’s letters to the churches that he had a deep desire to share the gospel 

in Rome and edify the church there 

i. Rom 1:9-15  For God is my witness, whom I serve with my spirit in the gospel of 

His Son, that without ceasing I make mention of you always in my prayers,  (10)  

making request if, by some means, now at last I may find a way in the will of 

God to come to you.  (11)  For I long to see you, that I may impart to you some 

spiritual gift, so that you may be established— (12)  that is, that I may be 

encouraged together with you by the mutual faith both of you and me.  (13)  

Now I do not want you to be unaware, brethren, that I often planned to come to 

you (but was hindered until now), that I might have some fruit among you also, 
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just as among the other Gentiles.  (14)  I am a debtor both to Greeks and to 

barbarians, both to wise and to unwise.  (15)  So, as much as is in me, I am 

ready to preach the gospel to you who are in Rome also. 

ii. No surprise that Paul wanted to travel to Rome 

1. He inherited his Roman citizenship from his father and probably learned 

about the capital and symbol of the Roman Empire from an early age 

2. It is very likely he heard the stories of Rome’s three circuses, the chariot-

races, the palaces, the tombs, the temples, the theatres, the modernized 

plumbing systems (you can go to the bathroom where???) 

3. And at an early age those things may have appealed to him but now, the 

thing that tugged him towards Rome was the opportunity to share the 

gospel in the largest and most influential city of its time 

d. Rome 

i. Despite all its outward splendor Roman philosophers referred to Rome as “a filthy 

sewer” and “a cesspool of iniquity”  

ii. In the Book of Revelation Rome is called “the mother of prostitutes and of the 

abominations of the earth” 

iii. Paul writes this of the people of Rome - Rom 1:22-25  Professing to be wise, they 

became fools,  (23)  and changed the glory of the incorruptible God into an 

image made like corruptible man—and birds and four-footed animals and 

creeping things.  (24)  Therefore God also gave them up to uncleanness, in the 

lusts of their hearts, to dishonor their bodies among themselves,  (25)  who 

exchanged the truth of God for the lie, and worshiped and served the creature 

rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever. Amen. 

1. Paul didn’t bury his head in the sand when he saw iniquity, he saw a great 

opportunity for the lost to come to know Christ (made a wall) 

2. The most courageous people in our society ran into situations that everyone 

else is running away from 

3. We pick things up in Chapter 27 with Paul being placed on a ship bound for 

Rome 

II. Luke’s Vivid Description 

 

Act 27:1-12  And when it was decided that we should sail to Italy, they delivered Paul and some 

other prisoners to one named Julius, a centurion of the Augustan Regiment.  (2)  So, entering a ship 

of Adramyttium, we put to sea, meaning to sail along the coasts of Asia. Aristarchus, a Macedonian 

of Thessalonica, was with us.  (3)  And the next day we landed at Sidon. And Julius treated Paul 

kindly and gave him liberty to go to his friends and receive care.  (4)  When we had put to sea from 

there, we sailed under the shelter of Cyprus, because the winds were contrary.  (5)  And when we 

had sailed over the sea which is off Cilicia and Pamphylia, we came to Myra, a city of Lycia.  (6)  

There the centurion found an Alexandrian ship sailing to Italy, and he put us on board.  (7)  When 

we had sailed slowly many days, and arrived with difficulty off Cnidus, the wind not permitting us to 

proceed, we sailed under the shelter of Crete off Salmone.  (8)  Passing it with difficulty, we came to 

a place called Fair Havens, near the city of Lasea.  (9)  Now when much time had been spent, and 

sailing was now dangerous because the Fast was already over, Paul advised them,  (10)  saying, 

"Men, I perceive that this voyage will end with disaster and much loss, not only of the cargo and 

ship, but also our lives."  (11)  Nevertheless the centurion was more persuaded by the helmsman and 

the owner of the ship than by the things spoken by Paul.  (12)  And because the harbor was not 



suitable to winter in, the majority advised to set sail from there also, if by any means they could 

reach Phoenix, a harbor of Crete opening toward the southwest and northwest, and winter there. 

 

a. One thing that stands out in chapter 27 is the level of detail in which Luke describes the 

events that take place on this ship 

i. Luke is present with Paul during this journey and it is obvious that he is written 

from 1st hand expereince 

ii. A famous physician and explorer Thomas Walker  wrote ‘There is no such 

detailed record of the working of an ancient ship ‘in the whole of classical 

literature.’ Luke’s description is one of a kind. 

iii. In 1848 James Smith, an author, a soldier, an experienced yachtsman, a geologist 

and geographer wrote a book titled The voyage and Shipwreck of St Paul in 

which he concludes ‘no sailor would have written in a style so little like that of a 

sailor; no man not a sailor could have written a narrative of a sea voyage so 

consistent in all its parts, unless from actual observation.’ 

1. In short he’s say “Acts 27 was written by an eyewitness with little sailing 

experience” 

2. The beauty of God’s Word – it holds up to intense scrutiny  

b. First leg of the trip they stop off in Myra (map) 

i. It’s from there that the centurion finds an Alexandrian ship sailing to Italy – Egypt 

was Rome’s main supplier of grain so this was probably a cargo ship 

ii. It took so long to get to Fair Havens that it was now November – and extremely 

dangerous time of the year to be sailing on open water 

iii. Paul warns the crew – “this voyage will end with disaster and much loss, not only 

of the cargo and ship, but also our lives.” 

1. How did Paul know this? Special revelation? Probably not. Paul had sailed 

the Mediterranean sea 11 different times – his missionary journeys had 

added up to 3,500 miles traveled by sea - Paul was more than likely 

speaking from experience.  

2. If it were prophecy than they would have all lost their lives which didn’t 

happen 

c. The centurion ignored Paul’s advice and listened to the crew and set sail 

III. Coming to the End of Ourselves (All Hope Is Lost) 

 

(13)  When the south wind blew softly, supposing that they had obtained their desire, putting out to 

sea, they sailed close by Crete.  (14)  But not long after, a tempestuous head wind arose, called 

Euroclydon.  (15)  So when the ship was caught, and could not head into the wind, we let her drive.  

(16)  And running under the shelter of an island called Clauda, we secured the skiff(life boat) with 

difficulty.  (17)  When they had taken it on board, they used cables to undergird the ship; and 

fearing lest they should run aground on the Syrtis Sands, they struck sail and so were driven.  (18)  

And because we were exceedingly tempest-tossed, the next day they lightened the ship.  (19)  On the 

third day we threw the ship's tackle overboard with our own hands.  (20)  Now when neither sun nor 

stars appeared for many days, and no small tempest beat on us, all hope that we would be saved was 

finally given up.  (21)  But after long abstinence from food, then Paul stood in the midst of them and 

said, "Men, you should have listened to me, and not have sailed from Crete and incurred this 

disaster and loss.  (22)  And now I urge you to take heart, for there will be no loss of life among you, 

but only of the ship.  (23)  For there stood by me this night an angel of the God to whom I belong 

and whom I serve,  (24)  saying, 'Do not be afraid, Paul; you must be brought before Caesar; and 



indeed God has granted you all those who sail with you.'  (25)  Therefore take heart, men, for I 

believe God that it will be just as it was told me.  (26)  However, we must run aground on a certain 

island." 

 

a. Again, Luke’s vivid description of the events 

i. Caught in a storm on open sea – feeling of helplessness 

ii. The crew takes a number of precautionary measures to try to survive this storm 

1. First they gave into the winds and let the winds drive the ship 

2. Then they hauled their lifeboat on board (probably wasn’t inflatable) 

3. After that they threw cables under the ship to reinforce the hull 

4. Threw the cargo and tackle overboard – any loose items other than food 

5.  Verse 20 - Now when neither sun nor stars appeared for many days, and no 

small tempest beat on us, all hope that we would be saved was finally given 

up 

iii. It’s at that point that Paul finally speaks to the crew of 300 and they are finally 

ready to listen 

b. Why do we wait until all hope is lost before we listen to the voice of the Lord? 

i. Why do we have to exhaust every earthly resource before we finally come to the 

end of ourselves? 

1. Like the prodigal son – we spend all we have and end up in the pig sty 

eating what the pigs are eating before we have that moment of realization 

that one day in His courts is better than 1,000 elsewhere  

c. When Paul speaks to the crew he is no longer an honored apostle – his a just a man 

amongst men – they are literally all in the same boat 

i. Tragedy has a way evening out the playing field – they were now all men fighting 

for their lives – titles no longer mattered – everything was stripped away 

ii. When everything was stripped away from these men they had nothing, when 

everything was stripped away from Paul he still had Jesus 

iii. That’s why these men were now willing to listen 

1. What does Paul tell them? - And now I urge you to take heart, have 

courage, twice he says that 

2. In that moment it was Paul’s courage that made his words valid 

3. Paul was a living breathing testimony – He believed God, he trusted in His 

promises, and that faith shined all the more brightly in the darkness 

a. That is what people need to see today! Courage, Godly courage. 

IV. No Turning Back 

 

(27)  Now when the fourteenth night had come, as we were driven up and down in the Adriatic Sea, 

about midnight the sailors sensed that they were drawing near some land.  (28)  And they took 

soundings and found it to be twenty fathoms; and when they had gone a little farther, they took 

soundings again and found it to be fifteen fathoms.  (29)  Then, fearing lest we should run aground 

on the rocks, they dropped four anchors from the stern, and prayed for day to come.  (30)  And as 

the sailors were seeking to escape from the ship, when they had let down the skiff into the sea, under 

pretense of putting out anchors from the prow,  (31)  Paul said to the centurion and the soldiers, 

"Unless these men stay in the ship, you cannot be saved."  (32)  Then the soldiers cut away the ropes 

of the skiff and let it fall off.  (33)  And as day was about to dawn, Paul implored them all to take 

food, saying, "Today is the fourteenth day you have waited and continued without food, and eaten 

nothing.  (34)  Therefore I urge you to take nourishment, for this is for your survival, since not a 



hair will fall from the head of any of you."  (35)  And when he had said these things, he took bread 

and gave thanks to God in the presence of them all; and when he had broken it he began to eat.  (36)  

Then they were all encouraged, and also took food themselves. 

 

a. Unless these men stay in the ship, they cannot be saved 

i. I love this illustration as it pertains to our faith – STAY IN THE SHIP – don’t 

abandon it. 

ii. Some of you are ready to jump ship – you don’t know if you can trust God’s 

promises – listen to what the Lord says to you today! – stay in the ship! Stay close 

to Him.  

iii. Jas 1:12  Blessed is the man who remains steadfast under trial, for when he has 

stood the test he will receive the crown of life, which God has promised to those 

who love him. 

iv. Heb 10:35-38  Therefore do not cast away your confidence, which has great 

reward.  (36)  For you have need of endurance, so that after you have done the 

will of God, you may receive the promise:  (37)  "FOR YET A LITTLE WHILE, 

AND HE WHO IS COMING WILL COME AND WILL NOT TARRY.  (38)  

NOW THE JUST SHALL LIVE BY FAITH; BUT IF ANYONE DRAWS 

BACK, MY SOUL HAS NO PLEASURE IN HIM." 

v. Galatians - And let us not grow weary of doing good, for in due season we will 

reap, if we do not give up. 

1. I could keep going – the Lord has so much to say about overcoming, 

remaining steadfast, preserving – why? because it is not easy! But the 

rewards that come from holding fast far outweigh the challenges ahead.  

vi. Paul believed so strongly that they would be saved that they enjoyed the last of the 

food. He was all in! 

 

(37)  And in all we were two hundred and seventy-six persons on the ship.  (38)  So when they had 

eaten enough, they lightened the ship and threw out the wheat into the sea.  (39)  When it was day, 

they did not recognize the land; but they observed a bay with a beach, onto which they planned to 

run the ship if possible.  (40)  And they let go the anchors and left them in the sea, meanwhile 

loosing the rudder ropes; and they hoisted the mainsail to the wind and made for shore.  (41)  But 

striking a place where two seas met, they ran the ship aground; and the prow stuck fast and 

remained immovable, but the stern was being broken up by the violence of the waves.  (42)  And the 

soldiers' plan was to kill the prisoners, lest any of them should swim away and escape.  (43)  But the 

centurion, wanting to save Paul, kept them from their purpose, and commanded that those who 

could swim should jump overboard first and get to land,  (44)  and the rest, some on boards and 

some on parts of the ship. And so it was that they all escaped safely to land. 

 

b. Through the courage of Paul many lives were saved. 

i. One reason we don’t share the truth of Jesus, we are afraid. Not of death, not of 

physical harm, not of loss of possession. We are afraid of what other people will 

think of us. 

ii. We are often cowards. Let the courage of Paul and the courage of the men and 

women that were executed on Thursday move us to action. Inspire us to be bold.  

iii. It’s that kind of courage and that kind of faith in Jesus, and a belief in His 

promises that saves lives – not just prolongs them. Saves them for eternity. 


