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ACTS 

 

The Gospel – Destroyer of Idols 

Acts 19 

 

I. Paul – The Effective Preacher 

a. A huge understatement to say that Paul was an effective preacher 

i. What made him and the other disciples so effective? (lives transformed) 

ii. Some form of the gospel is being preached throughout the U.S. this morning – the 

name of Jesus is even being used – people are raising their hands but lives are not 

being transformed  

iii. 1/3 of the country claims to be born again – a lot less than the 80% that claim to 

believe in God 

1. Still, Jesus changed the world with 12, towns were being turned upside 

down, cultures were being transformed by the church 

2. Instead today the church is being transformed by the culture 

3. Where has the power gone? 

 

Act 19:11-17  Now God worked unusual miracles by the hands of Paul,  (12)  so that even 

handkerchiefs or aprons were brought from his body to the sick, and the diseases left them and the 

evil spirits went out of them.  (13)  Then some of the itinerant Jewish exorcists took it upon 

themselves to call the name of the Lord Jesus over those who had evil spirits, saying, "We exorcise 

you by the Jesus whom Paul preaches."  (14)  Also there were seven sons of Sceva, a Jewish chief 

priest, who did so.  (15)  And the evil spirit answered and said, "Jesus I know, and Paul I know; but 

who are you?"  (16)  Then the man in whom the evil spirit was leaped on them, overpowered them, 

and prevailed against them, so that they fled out of that house naked and wounded.  (17)  This 

became known both to all Jews and Greeks dwelling in Ephesus; and fear fell on them all, and the 

name of the Lord Jesus was magnified. 

 

b. There is a distinction between Paul and these Jewish exorcists 

i. Paul was effective and these sons of Sceva were exposed  

ii. What was the difference? The sons of Sceva proclaimed the name of Jesus. 

There’s power in the name of Jesus right? 

1. Look at what the demon said “Jesus I know, and Paul I know; but who are 

you?"  Essentially the evil spirit said, you pose no threat to the kingdom of 

hell.  

iii. May it never be with us  

iv. How do we become effective like Paul for the Kingdom of God so much so that 

the forces of hell know us by name? 

II. Idolatry Identified, Exposed, and Destroyed 

 

Act 19:21-41  When these things were accomplished, Paul purposed in the Spirit, when he had 

passed through Macedonia and Achaia, to go to Jerusalem, saying, "After I have been there, I must 

also see Rome."  (22)  So he sent into Macedonia two of those who ministered to him, Timothy and 
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Erastus, but he himself stayed in Asia for a time.  (23)  And about that time there arose a great 

commotion about the Way.  (24)  For a certain man named Demetrius, a silversmith, who made 

silver shrines of Diana, brought no small profit to the craftsmen.  (25)  He called them together with 

the workers of similar occupation, and said: "Men, you know that we have our prosperity by this 

trade.  (26)  Moreover you see and hear that not only at Ephesus, but throughout almost all Asia, 

this Paul has persuaded and turned away many people, saying that they are not gods which are 

made with hands. (manmade gods are no gods at all)  (27)  So not only is this trade of ours in danger 

of falling into disrepute, but also the temple of the great goddess Diana may be despised and her 

magnificence destroyed, whom all Asia and the world worship."  (28)  Now when they heard this, 

they were full of wrath and cried out, saying, "Great is Diana of the Ephesians!"  (29)  So the whole 

city was filled with confusion, and rushed into the theater with one accord, having seized Gaius and 

Aristarchus, Macedonians, Paul's travel companions.  (30)  And when Paul wanted to go in to the 

people, the disciples would not allow him.   

 

a. What made Paul such an effective preacher? He identified, exposed, and destroyed the 

idols of his time. 

i. Paul knew that every culture, every community, every individual that did not 

worship the one true God was worshipping something else. There was something 

else occupying the throne of worship in their lives. No different from today. 

ii. See Paul understood Jesus' words when he said to save your life you must lose it 

1. When the fullness of the Gospel is preached men and women come face to 

face with their idols and a decision has to be made 

a. Example – sharing the Gospel with a gifted artist 

2. Here’s the lie that is neutering the church today – “you can follow Jesus 

and keep your idols” – you can have two masters 

iii. Mat 6:24  "No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and 

love the other, or else he will be loyal to the one and despise the other. You 

cannot serve God and mammon. 

1. You should not? NO! You cannot. It is not possible 

2. 1st Commandment – You shall have no other gods before me. If we keep 

this commandment we keep all the other commandments. If break one of 

the other commandments it is because we have already broken the 1st one. 

b. Wherever Paul went he was quick to identify the idols -  

i. Athens – Act 17:16  Now while Paul waited for them at Athens, his spirit was 

provoked within him when he saw that the city was given over to idols  
1. We may say it was easy for Paul to identify the idols but I believe it is just 

as easy for us 

2. You can spot an idol by looking for desire, sacrifice, and service – the thing 

that people are passionate about, the thing they sacrifice the valuable things 

in life to, the thing they pour their gifts and energy into  

ii. Child sacrifice was not uncommon amongst the pagans - Tim Keller, a pastor in 

New York, points out that child sacrifice is taking place all across his city  

1. Kids are left alone as mom and dad pursue their careers 

2. As parents offer up all their time and energy for the mighty dollar 

iii. Money isn’t a bad thing until it becomes a god thing, beauty isn’t a bad thing until 

it becomes a god thing, knowledge isn’t a bad thing until becomes a god thing 

1. Pagans weren't crazy for making everything into a god because we do the 

same thing. 



2. Diana was the goddess of fertility – fertile land meant more crops, more 

crops meant more money – “Men, you know that we have our prosperity by 

this trade” (selling idols and finding favor w/ Diana) 

3. The physical idols we see in scripture or just representations of the idols in 

these people’s souls 

c. “Whatever your heart clings to and confides in, that is really your God, your functional 

savior. ” - Martin Luther  

i. Idolatry is ultimately trying to redeem this life by any other means than Jesus – 

looking to something us to make us new, give our lives purpose 

ii. What are the idols in our community, just look for the altars 

1. Relationships 

a. Romantic relationships. Sacrifice time, purity, peace  

b. Even in a marriage - Romance is great until we start thinking that 

person completes us – what happens when that person is gone? 

c. Children – if they’re saved, successful, happy and healthy – “I’m 

happy – I have meaning in my life” 

d. Friends – fear of being alone 

iii. Pleasure/Entertainment – leads to addiction – convinced we need something that is 

destroying us from the inside – idols make for wicked masters (controlling) 

iv. Combine the lust for pleasure and the desperate pursuit of romantic relationships 

and you have the idol of sex 

1. Desire, Sacrifice, and Service all offered at the altar of these false gods 

d. Religious idols – religious activities that are more crucial to your meaning in life than 

God Himself –  

i. Gifts vs Fruit - just because you’re doing something well doesn't mean you’re 

being effective 

ii. Morality -  quiet time, Bible reading, small groups, worship, pastor - trusting in 

these things instead of Jesus 

III. Idols Exposed 

a. After Paul identified the idol he exposed them just as Elijah exposed the false god Baal 

i. There had been famine and drought in the land because of the people’s 

unfaithfulness to God. They had turned from God and worshipped the false god 

Baal 

ii. Elijah called the king, 450 of Baal’s prophets, and all the people Mount Carmel 

iii. 1Ki 18:21  And Elijah came to all the people, and said, "How long will you 

falter between two opinions? If the LORD is God, follow Him; but if Baal, 

follow him." But the people answered him not a word. 

1. We know the rest of the story – Elijah exposed Baal for what he was – a 

powerless creation of man 

b. Paul called idols out for what they really are 

i. 1Co_8:4  Therefore concerning the eating of things offered to idols, we know 

that an idol is nothing in the world, and that there is no other God but one. 

ii. Acts 14 Lystra as they tried to worship him “you should turn from these useless 

things to the living God” 

iii. Acts 17 “"The God who made the world and everything in it, being Lord of 

heaven and earth, does not live in temples made by man,  (25)  nor is he served by 

human hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mankind 

life and breath and everything." He goes on to say  "Being then God's offspring, 



we ought not to think that the divine being is like gold or silver or stone, an image 

formed by the art and imagination of man.  (30)  The times of ignorance God 

overlooked, but now he commands all people everywhere to repent," 

iv. Acts 19:26 Demetrius tells us what Paul was preaching “Gods made with hands 

are no gods at all” 

1. Throughout scripture who defends these false gods and idols – men! What 

kind of god needs a man to defend it? 

c. Be careful – people don’t like having their idols exposed 

 

(31)  Then some of the officials of Asia, who were his friends, sent to him pleading that he would not 

venture into the theater.  (32)  Some therefore cried one thing and some another, for the assembly 

was confused, and most of them did not know why they had come together.  (33)  And they drew 

Alexander out of the multitude, the Jews putting him forward. And Alexander motioned with his 

hand, and wanted to make his defense to the people.  (34)  But when they found out that he was a 

Jew, all with one voice cried out for about two hours, "Great is Diana of the Ephesians!"  (35)  And 

when the city clerk had quieted the crowd, he said: "Men of Ephesus, what man is there who does 

not know that the city of the Ephesians is temple guardian of the great goddess Diana, and of the 

image which fell down from Zeus?  (36)  Therefore, since these things cannot be denied, you ought 

to be quiet and do nothing rashly.  (37)  For you have brought these men here who are neither 

robbers of temples nor blasphemers of your goddess.  (38)  Therefore, if Demetrius and his fellow 

craftsmen have a case against anyone, the courts are open and there are proconsuls. Let them bring 

charges against one another.  (39)  But if you have any other inquiry to make, it shall be determined 

in the lawful assembly.  (40)  For we are in danger of being called in question for today's uproar, 

there being no reason which we may give to account for this disorderly gathering."  (41)  And when 

he had said these things, he dismissed the assembly. 

 

i. People don’t like to have their idols messed with, in can be a dangerous business 

but Paul knew it was worth the risk for the sake of people coming to know Christ 

ii. Despite all the people that violently opposed him he had this… 

IV. Idols Destroyed 

 

Act 19:18-19  Also many of those who were now believers came, confessing and divulging their 

practices.  (19)  And a number of those who had practiced magic arts brought their books 

together and burned them in the sight of all. And they counted the value of them and found it 

came to fifty thousand pieces of silver. 

 

a. The gospel destroys idols – Jesus destroys idols and their power over us 

i. Col 2:15  Jesus disarmed the rulers and authorities and put them to open shame, 

by triumphing over them in him. 

ii. When someone responds to the call of Christ and they come and willingly lay it all 

down Jesus disarms the idols and frees that captive 

iii. 2Co 3:17  Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is 

freedom. 

1. That must be the Gospel that we preach and the Gospel that we live by. We 

must understand the power of idolatry in people’s lives – identify, expose 

it, and share the truth that will destroy it! 

2. 2Co 10:3-5  For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war according to 

the flesh.  (4)  For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal but mighty 



in God for pulling down strongholds,  (5)  casting down arguments and 

every high thing that exalts itself against the knowledge of God, bringing 

every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ, 

b. We must preach this message to ourselves. Our hearts are still little idol factories ready 

and willing to turn anything into a little god that we serve. 

i. We cannot serve two masters – decide this day who you will serve – In the words 

of Elijah “How long will you falter between two opinions?” 


