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ACTS 

 
For the Sake of the Gospel 

Acts 18 

 

I. Big City Ministry 

a. Hawaiian vacation was a gift from God, made possible by some dear friends – a week full of 

tropical adventures 

i. As we were packing to leave paradise a funny thing happened. I realized I couldn’t wait 

to come back to Phoenix 

ii. For one, I love Phoenix - I love Phoenix because my family is here. I love Phoenix 

because that is where God has called us to be. 

iii. Secondly, I am excited to see how God will continue to use Central to reach out to the 

lost in our city 

b. We live in a time where words and phrases have lost their meaning 

i. Christian – now means “I believe in the existence of Jesus” 

1. True Meaning – “I’m a follower, a disciple, of Jesus” (cannot have two masters) 

ii. Worship – a collection of songs that make me feel good before a service or when I’m 

depressed in my car 

1. True Meaning – a life continually submitted and surrender to Jesus – Romans 

12:1 I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your 

bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual 

worship. 

iii. Church – that building we go to once a month or twice a year 

1. True Meaning – The Body of Christ 

2. We’re not called to go to church, we’re called to be the church – the bride of 

Christ – a collection of saved sinners who live for and through Jesus! 

3. 1Co 8:6  yet for us there is one God, the Father, from whom are all things and 

for whom we exist, and one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom are all things 

and through whom we exist. 

4. I see this at Central! I also see God pushing us outside these walls to reach out to 

the lost – that’s why I was so excited to come home! 

a. We have a unique opportunity because of our location 

c. Take a look at the last city Paul was in and the next two cities Paul is traveling to in Acts 18 - All 

three were leading cities in the Roman Empire 

i. Athens - population of 10,000, center of intellectual thought and worldly philosophy (true 

philosophy is Godly - love wisdom, truth) - one of the most distinguished universities in 

Rome - Socrates, Plato, Aristotle 

1. Knowledge puffs up – see this arrogance at the end of Acts 17 – Paul would go on 

to write in Romans 1 “professing to be wise they became fools” – some mocked, 

others wanted to talk more about it, and a few believed 

2. Paul decided to leave before Silas and Timothy rejoined him 

ii. Corinth – population of 3/4 of a million – hot bed for commerce - commanded the trade 

routes in all directions both land and sea - money was flowing in and out - it was also 

known throughout the region for its love of worldly pleasures – if you had a vice 

someone would feed it in Corinth 
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1. The name Corinthian was synonymous with a drunkard or someone obsessed with 

sensuality – in ancient Greek plays a Corinthian was often portrayed as someone 

who was drunk 

2. In the center was a temple dedicated to the Goddess Aphrodite – every night over 

a thousand prostitutes would come down from the temple to offer themselves to 

men as an act of worship to the goddess of sensuality (sounds like a man made 

religion) 

iii. Paul was in Corinth when he wrote this in Romans 1 - Rom 1:28-32 (28)  And even as 

they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a debased 

mind, to do those things which are not fitting;  (29)  being filled with all 

unrighteousness, sexual immorality, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness; full of 

envy, murder, strife, deceit, evil-mindedness; they are whisperers,  (30)  backbiters, 

haters of God, violent, proud, boasters, inventors of evil things, disobedient to parents,  

(31)  undiscerning, untrustworthy, unloving, unforgiving, unmerciful;  (32)  who, 

knowing the righteous judgment of God, that those who practice such things are 

deserving of death, not only do the same but also approve of those who practice them. 

iv. And then we have Ephesus - half a million people - religious capital of Rome – There 

was a part of the Roman state religion that was generally referred to as the imperial cult. 

This cult regarded emperors and members of their families as gods. 

1. Ephesus had three temples all dedicated to the worship of the Emperor. 

2. Politics/Religion intermingled – all because of men’s lust for power/control  

3. All kinds of magic and pagan practices took place in Ephesus. Magic words and 

phrases and potions were sold to the naive. 

v. Paul is hitting some big cities on this leg of his journey and big cities have unique 

problems and unique opportunities 

1. Phoenix is the 6th largest city in the U.S. – behind NY, LA, Chicago, Houston, 

and Philadelphia 

a. Ministry in Phoenix looks different than ministry Bellville, PA 

2. We face some of the same big city problems that Paul faced in Athens, Corinth, 

and Ephesus but there is also a great deal of opportunity to reach the lost 

a. Let’s continue to learn how to be the church, Acts is the prescription 

II. Corinth 

 

Act 18:1-11  After these things Paul departed from Athens and went to Corinth.  (2)  And he found a certain 

Jew named Aquila, born in Pontus, who had recently come from Italy with his wife Priscilla (because 

Claudius had commanded all the Jews to depart from Rome); and he came to them.  (3)  So, because he was 

of the same trade, he stayed with them and worked; for by occupation they were tentmakers.  (4)  And he 

reasoned in the synagogue every Sabbath, and persuaded both Jews and Greeks.  (5)  When Silas and 

Timothy had come from Macedonia, Paul was compelled by the Spirit, and testified to the Jews that Jesus is 

the Christ.  (6)  But when they opposed him and blasphemed, he shook his garments and said to them, "Your 

blood be upon your own heads; I am clean. From now on I will  go to the Gentiles."  (7)  And he departed 

from there and entered the house of a certain man named Justus, one who worshiped God, whose house was 

next door to the synagogue.  (8)  Then Crispus, the ruler of the synagogue, believed on the Lord with all his 

household. And many of the Corinthians, hearing, believed and were baptized.  (9)  Now the Lord spoke to 

Paul in the night by a vision, "Do not be afraid, but speak, and do not keep silent;  (10)  for I am with you, 

and no one will attack you to hurt you; for I have many people in this city."  (11)  And he continued there a 

year and six months, teaching the word of God among them.    

 

a. Paul meets up with a couple of believers in Corinth – Aquila and his wife Priscilla 

i. They recently left Italy because Claudius had commanded all the Jews to depart 



1. A secular Greek historian wrote about this same event - "Since the Jews 

constantly made disturbances at the instigation of Chrestus, he [the Emperor 

Claudius] expelled them from Rome." 

2. Many believe it was the Jewish Christian’s who were expelled  

ii. Paul was of the same trade – tentmaker – Rabbi’s were taught a trade  

1. He stayed with them and worked during the week and he reasoned in the 

synagogue on the weekend 

2. Paul’s mission wasn’t dependent on outside financial support, it would continue 

whether the finances were there or not. 

a.  Paul didn’t travel hundreds of miles sharing the truth of the gospel 

because it paid well – It was Christ who compelled him. 

b. Paul’s mission wasn’t limited by external circumstance – not by money, 

not by health problems, not by persecution, not by time constraints – he 

adapted! 

3. Php 4:10-14  But I rejoiced in the Lord greatly that now at last your care for me 

has flourished again; though you surely did care, but you lacked opportunity.  

(11)  Not that I speak in regard to need, for I have learned in whatever state I 

am, to be content:  (12)  I know how to be abased, and I know how to abound. 

Everywhere and in all things I have learned both to be full and to be hungry, 

both to abound and to suffer need.  (13)  I can do all things through Christ who 

strengthens me.  (14)  Nevertheless you have done well that you shared in my 

distress. 

a. Paul said in 1 Cor - I have made myself a slave to all, that I might win the 

more. I have become all things to all people so that by all possible means I 

might save some. I do all this for the sake of the gospel, that I may share 

in its blessings. 

b. The gospel is secondary for so many of us, we are distracted by so many 

things, and then we wonder why our lives lack purpose 

c. We are all called to be missionaries! A missionary isn’t always someone 

who crosses the sea but it is always someone who sees the cross! 

i. Some of us have the mindset that we work a trade to support our 

mission.  Those who see it that way don’t dread Mondays. It 

transforms your work ethic.  

iii. When Timothy and Silas were able to meet up with Paul they brought not only 

encouragement but a gift from the church in Philippi that allowed Paul to focus solely on 

“testifying to the Jews that Jesus is the Christ” 

1. 2Co 11:9  And when I was present with you, and in need, I was a burden to no 

one, for what I lacked the brethren who came from Macedonia supplied. And in 

everything I kept myself from being burdensome to you, and so I will keep 

myself. 

b. It wasn’t until Silas and Timothy arrived that Paul began preaching that Jesus is the Christ 

i. Why? He was reasoning in the synagogues – laying the foundation – but hadn’t fully 

come out and said that Jesus is the Messiah. 

ii. Jon Courson writes this “I believe there are two reasons. First, he was emboldened by the 

presence of his friends. Don't you find yourself becoming a whole lot bolder when 

standing by a fellow believer? That's why Jesus sent His disciples out two by two. It's 

wonderful to minister with another brother or sister. Second, he was emboldened by the 

pressure in his heart. He knew he had held back long enough, and that he had to share 

Jesus or, like a volcano, erupt!” 

1. This would coincide with what the Lord would later tell Paul in a vision "Do not 

be afraid, but speak, and do not keep silent;  (10)  for I am with you, and no one 

will attack you to hurt you; for I have many people in this city." 



c. Do not be afraid, I am with you 

i. Jesus usually doesn’t tell us not to be afraid unless we are afraid 

ii. What did Paul fear? Paul was beginning to see a trend. The furthering of the gospel will 

consistently be met with opposition, often violent opposition.  

1. Why? Because the kingdom of man is at war with the Kingdom of God.  

 

(12)  When Gallio was proconsul of Achaia, the Jews with one accord rose up against Paul and brought him 

to the judgment seat,  (13)  saying, "This fellow persuades men to worship God contrary to the law."  (14)  

And when Paul was about to open his mouth, Gallio said to the Jews, "If it were a matter of wrongdoing or 

wicked crimes, O Jews, there would be reason why I should bear with you.  (15)  But if it is a question of 

words and names and your own law, look to it yourselves; for I do not want to be a judge of such matters."  

(16)  And he drove them from the judgment seat.  (17)  Then all the Greeks took Sosthenes, the ruler of the 

synagogue, and beat him before the judgment seat. But Gallio took no notice of these things. 

  

d. Corinth was the epitome of everything the kingdom of man stands for 

i. What is the kingdom of man? It’s the kingdom in which I am my own god. I am in 

control and I fight to remain in control. I am ruled by my wants and my needs. I invest 

my time in things that are temporal, things that are fading. My energy is spent pursuing 

intellectual, physical, and spiritual pleasure.  

ii. The gospel undermines all of this. The gospel tells me I am not my own, I have been 

bought with a price. I am no longer ruled by my flesh, I’m ruled by the Spirit of God, 

empowered to meet the needs of others for the sake of Christ. I invest my time in the 

eternal, the everlasting. My energy is spent pursuing Jesus. 

iii. Paul writes about this in Romans 8 - Rom 8:5-9  For those who live according to the 

flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the 

Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit.  (6)  For to set the mind on the flesh is 

death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace.  (7)  For the mind that is set on 

the flesh is hostile to God, for it does not submit to God's law; indeed, it cannot.  (8)  

Those who are in the flesh cannot please God.  (9)  You, however, are not in the flesh 

but in the Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have 

the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 

1. Why is Paul afraid? The message he is bringing is poison to the flesh, it’s a 

consuming fire to the self-centered mind. Some say “let it have its way in me” – 

others kick and scream at the very thought of it.  

2. 2Co 2:15-16  For we are to God the fragrance of Christ among those who are 

being saved and among those who are perishing.  (16)  To the one we are the 

aroma of death leading to death, and to the other the aroma of life leading to 

life. And who is sufficient for these things? 

iv. In the middle of our Corinth we will face opposition – but our encouragement is the same 

1. Do not be afraid, I am with you! You are not alone! 

III. Apollos 

 

(18)  So Paul still remained a good while. Then he took leave of the brethren and sailed for Syria, and 

Priscilla and Aquila were with him. He had his hair cut off at Cenchrea, for he had taken a vow.  (19)  

And he came to Ephesus, and left them there; but he himself entered the synagogue and reasoned with 

the Jews.  (20)  When they asked him to stay a longer time with them, he did not consent,  (21)  but took 

leave of them, saying, "I must by all means keep this coming feast in Jerusalem; but I will return again 

to you, God willing." And he sailed from Ephesus.  (22)  And when he had landed at Caesarea, and gone 

up and greeted the church, he went down to Antioch.  (23)  After he had spent some time there, he 

departed and went over the region of Galatia and Phrygia in order, strengthening all the disciples.  (24)  

Now a certain Jew named Apollos, born at Alexandria, an eloquent man and mighty in the Scriptures, 

came to Ephesus.  (25)  This man had been instructed in the way of the Lord; and being fervent in spirit, 



he spoke and taught accurately the things of the Lord, though he knew only the baptism of John.  (26)  

So he began to speak boldly in the synagogue. When Aquila and Priscilla heard him, they took him aside 

and explained to him the way of God more accurately.  (27)  And when he desired to cross to Achaia, the 

brethren wrote, exhorting the disciples to receive him; and when he arrived, he greatly helped those who 

had believed through grace;  (28)  for he vigorously refuted the Jews publicly, showing from the 

Scriptures that Jesus is the Christ. 

 

a. Chapter 18 ends with a great deal of wisdom for the church 

i. Apollos, gifted, well spoken, educated, but his message was lacking something 

ii. What did Aquila and Priscilla do? Gossip, backbite, start a blog calling Apollos out?  

1. They gently pulled him aside and taught him.  

2. I am always surprised at how quick we are to crucify someone even without all 

the facts  

iii. The church today is in dire need of this wisdom today - Jas 4:11-12  Do not speak evil of 

one another, brethren. He who speaks evil of a brother and judges his brother, speaks 

evil of the law and judges the law. But if you judge the law, you are not a doer of the 

law but a judge.  (12)  There is one Lawgiver, who is able to save and to destroy. Who 

are you to judge another? 

1. When we speak evil of one another we become an accuser – you know who is 

known as the accuser? satan 

iv. Rev 12:10  Then I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, "Now salvation, and strength, 

and the kingdom of our God, and the power of His Christ have come, for the accuser of 

our brethren, who accused them before our God day and night, has been cast down. 

1. That doesn’t mean we keep silent when we see something contrary to the gospel 

but our response is rooted in love not condemnation.  

2. We want to restore not destroy. Scripture is not silent about how we address these 

things.  

a. We want God to be glorified and the message of the gospel to be seen 

clearly – does that happen when the bride of Christ is divided? 

b. 1Co 8:6  yet for us there is one God, the Father, from whom are all things and for whom we 

exist, and one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom are all things and through whom we exist. 

i. Why do we live apart from Him? 

 

Communion 

 


