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ACTS 
 

Struck Down but Not Destroyed 

Acts 14 

 

I. The Gospel Continues to Spread 

a. Paul’s  1st missionary journey continues 

i. Keep in mind Paul and Barnabas saw great success in Antioch (Pisidia) 

ii. In Antioch the Jews wouldn’t listen, so this missionary team turned to the Gentiles 

and many of them gave their lives to Jesus 

iii. Act 13:49 And the word of the Lord was being spread throughout all the region. 

b. The Jews in Antioch were jealous of the success of Paul and Barnabas, they saw them as 

a threat to their way of life 

i. Stirred up the men and women of Antioch and began to persecute them and kicked 

them out of town 

ii. Chapter 13 closes with these verses - Act 13:51-52  But they shook off the dust 

from their feet against them, and came to Iconium.  (52)  And the disciples were 

filled with joy and with the Holy Spirit. 

1. Interesting response to what could have been considered a failed trip 

2. They were kicked out of the city but their joy was found in doing the will of 

God – not in external results  

3. There have been and will continue to be victories and struggles throughout 

Paul’s missionary journeys – Acts 20:24 But none of these things move 

me, neither count I my life dear unto myself, so that I might finish my 

course with joy, and the ministry, which I have received of the Lord 

Jesus, to testify the gospel of the grace of God.  

Act 14:1-7  Now it happened in Iconium that they went together to the synagogue of the Jews, and so 

spoke that a great multitude both of the Jews and of the Greeks believed.  (2)  But the unbelieving 

Jews stirred up the Gentiles and poisoned their minds against the brethren.  (3)  Therefore they 

stayed there a long time, speaking boldly in the Lord, who was bearing witness to the word of His 

grace, granting signs and wonders to be done by their hands.  (4)  But the multitude of the city was 

divided: part sided with the Jews, and part with the apostles.  (5)  And when a violent attempt was 

made by both the Gentiles and Jews, with their rulers, to abuse and stone them,  (6)  they became 

aware of it and fled to Lystra and Derbe, cities of Lycaonia, and to the surrounding region.  (7)  And 

they were preaching the gospel there. 

II. Iconium – today it is Turkey’s fourth largest town of Konya 

a. It was a Greek City when Paul and Barnabas visited it – at the time it was a center 

agriculture and trade 

i. Paul and Barnabas continue to do what they have done throughout this missionary 

journey, preach the Gospel to the Jew first and then to the Gentile 
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ii. Result – many of the Jews and the Gentiles believed 

iii. Preaching, Pastoring, and Prayer – the staples of Paul’s ministry – remember the 

book of Acts isn’t simply a description of the church, but a prescription for the 

church (the heart of Calvary Chapels – 1965 Pastor Chuck started w/ 25 people – 

now 1600 fellowship around the world) God is still pushing His church forward 

1. We need to return to this mindset, it won’t be easy, there will be opposition 

b. The unbelieving Jews stirred up the Gentiles and poisoned their minds against Paul and 

Barnabas 

i. Unbelieving – literally means disobeying 

ii. As we have seen throughout the book of Acts faith and obedience go together, just 

as unbelief and disobedience go together 

1. It wasn’t simply unbelief, it was a hostile rejection of the truth 

2. When the truth of the Gospel is rejected, it is rarely simply ignored - it is 

often met with hostility 

3. The Jews weren’t satisfied with simply ignoring Paul and Barnabas, they 

went to great lengths to spread lies about them 

4. The crowd began to turn on them 

c. Their response “Therefore they stayed there a long time, speaking boldly in the Lord” 

i. Not only were they not discouraged by the gossip and the slander, they seem to be 

emboldened by it 

ii. Because of this the entire city was divided – here lies a hard reality - the Gospel of 

Jesus both unifies and divides 

1. Jesus prayed in the garden specifically for the unity of all believers on the 

night before His crucifixion but he also said in Mat 10:34-39  "Do not 

think that I came to bring peace on earth. I did not come to bring peace 

but a sword.  (35)  For I have come to 'SET A MAN AGAINST HIS 

FATHER, A DAUGHTER AGAINST HER MOTHER, AND A 

DAUGHTER-IN-LAW AGAINST HER MOTHER-IN-LAW';  (36)  and 

'A MAN'S ENEMIES WILL BE THOSE OF HIS OWN HOUSEHOLD.'  

(37)  He who loves father or mother more than Me is not worthy of Me. 

And he who loves son or daughter more than Me is not worthy of Me.  

(38)  And he who does not take his cross and follow after Me is not 

worthy of Me.  (39)  He who finds his life will lose it, and he who loses his 

life for My sake will find it.  

2. Until we value our relationship with Jesus over our relationship with family 

and friends we will be incapable of following Jesus 

a. I’ve watched young people make a decision to follow Jesus and have 

their own parents practically disown them  

i. Call them a disappointment and a failure 

b. We cannot play both sides of the fence – today is they day we must 

decide who we will serve – man or God 

iii. This is not an excuse to be unloving and obnoxious– Paul had a deep love for 

these people, he said he would trade his own salvation if it meant they would be 

saved 

1. Because of his love for them he couldn’t water down the message 

d. Once the unbelieving crowds realized that their lies weren’t effective, they turned to 

violence 

i. So Paul and Barnabas left  



ii. How tragic – two men bringing a message of hope, a message of redemption, a 

solution to man’s deepest problem – sin and death – and they were kicked out of 

town 

1. This happens today – Prayer removed from schools, 10 commandments 

removed from national monuments – we remove the very thing this country 

needs the most (friend asked not to come back to teach Bible studies) 

2. Do we complain? Do we panic? No! We continue to be exactly who Jesus 

called us to be – a light to this world, a city on a hill 

III. In Lystra 

 

(8)  And in Lystra a certain man without strength in his feet was sitting, a cripple from his mother's 

womb, who had never walked.  (9)  This man heard Paul speaking. Paul, observing him intently and 

seeing that he had faith to be healed,  (10)  said with a loud voice, "Stand up straight on your feet!" 

And he leaped and walked.  (11)  Now when the people saw what Paul had done, they raised their 

voices, saying in the Lycaonian language, "The gods have come down to us in the likeness of men!"  

(12)  And Barnabas they called Zeus, and Paul, Hermes, because he was the chief speaker.  (13)  

Then the priest of Zeus, whose temple was in front of their city, brought oxen and garlands to the 

gates, intending to sacrifice with the multitudes.   

 

a. The Cities of Lycaonia 

i. Very different from Iconium - There is no mention of Paul and Barnabas going to 

the synagogue which is likely because you needed at least 10 Jewish men in your 

town to warrant a synagogue 

ii. Neither town had a large population or were really centers of anything  

iii. the local Lycaonians were mostly uneducated and illiterate 

b. To understand these events best we need to know a little bit about the history of Lystra 

i. There was an ancient local legend that the god Zeus and his son Hermes came and 

visited the people of this region disguised as regular men. 

ii. In disguise they traveled around the region looking for people to show them 

hospitality and they were rejected 1,000 times 

iii. They finally found an elderly peasant couple named Philemon and Baucis who 

showed them hospitality even though they themselves were poor 

1. The gods thanked them by turning them into trees that stood outside the 

temple of Zeus and then they proceeded to kill everyone in the city 

iv. The people of Lystra knew this story well and they were not about to suffer the 

same fate 

1. So, as it with many religions, this worship was rooted in fear 

 

(14)  But when the apostles Barnabas and Paul heard this, they tore their clothes and ran in among 

the multitude, crying out  (15)  and saying, "Men, why are you doing these things? We also are men 

with the same nature as you, and preach to you that you should turn from these useless things to the 

living God, who made the heaven, the earth, the sea, and all things that are in them,  (16)  who in 

bygone generations allowed all nations to walk in their own ways.  (17)  Nevertheless He did not 

leave Himself without witness, in that He did good, gave us rain from heaven and fruitful seasons, 

filling our hearts with food and gladness."  (18)  And with these sayings they could scarcely restrain 

the multitudes from sacrificing to them.   

 



c. Jon Courson has an interesting perspective about this passage – He writes “I personally 

believe this was the most dangerous point in Paul's entire ministry—more dangerous than 

any snakebite, shipwreck, or stoning he would ever face. You see, when the entire town 

offered them garlands and called them gods, I wonder if the thought didn't cross Paul's 

mind that he could use their adulation as a platform for ministry; that he could accept 

their adoration as a way to be relatable.” 

i. But instead Paul and Barnabas tore their clothes to express their deep despair at 

what the people were doing 

1. They didn’t entertain the people’s worship, they didn’t take it lightly, they 

rejected it passionately  

2. They insisted they were simply men just like all of them 

3. We must always praise the Lord for His work, not His vessels – 2Co 4:7  

But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellence of the 

power may be of God and not of us. 

a. It’s the treasure that is of value, not the broken pot that holds it – 

don’t look at us, look at Jesus! 

d. The enemy will constantly try to get our eyes off of Jesus and on to something else 

i. Encouraging the worship of man and man made things 

ii. Psa 115:1-8  Not unto us, O LORD, not unto us, But to Your name give glory, 

Because of Your mercy, Because of Your truth.  (2)  Why should the Gentiles 

say, "So where is their God?"  (3)  But our God is in heaven; He does whatever 

He pleases.  (4)  Their idols are silver and gold, The work of men's hands.  (5)  

They have mouths, but they do not speak; Eyes they have, but they do not see;  

(6)  They have ears, but they do not hear; Noses they have, but they do not 

smell;  (7)  They have hands, but they do not handle; Feet they have, but they do 

not walk; Nor do they mutter through their throat.  (8)  Those who make them 

are like them; So is everyone who trusts in them. 

iii. We become like what we worship 

e. And then Paul uses that opportunity to meet them where they were at 

i. When he preached to the Jews in Antioch he referred to Old Testament Scripture 

ii. The people in Lystra weren’t Jewish, they didn’t know anything about Old 

Testament law so Paul instead focused on the natural world around them 

1. You should turn from these useless things to the living God, who made the 

heaven, the earth, the sea, and all things that are in them 

2. Gave us rain from heaven and fruitful seasons, filling our hearts with food 

and gladness. 

IV. Pressed Down but Not Destroyed 

 

(19)  Then Jews from Antioch and Iconium came there; and having persuaded the multitudes, they 

stoned Paul and dragged him out of the city, supposing him to be dead.  (20)  However, when the 

disciples gathered around him, he rose up and went into the city. And the next day he departed with 

Barnabas to Derbe.  (21)  And when they had preached the gospel to that city and made many 

disciples, they returned to Lystra, Iconium, and Antioch,  (22)  strengthening the souls of the 

disciples, exhorting them to continue in the faith, and saying, "We must through many tribulations 

enter the kingdom of God."   

 

a. The stoning that the unbelieving crowd attempted in Inconium now took place in Lystra 



i. We have to wonder as this was taking place, did Paul’s mind take him back to 

what Stephen experienced? 

ii. As Paul laid on the dirt outside of the city, the disciples gathered around him, 

risking their own lives 

1. We don’t know what they were doing – but they were present 

2. Then Paul rose up and went back into the city 

3. The next day he departed and went to Derbe, preached the Gospel, and 

made many disciples 

a. Then he back tracked through those very same cities and 

strengthened the souls of these New believers 

b.  Saying “We must through many tribulations enter the kingdom of 

God.” 

b. See when Paul writes things like what we see in 2Co 4:8-10  We are hard-pressed on 

every side, yet not crushed; we are perplexed, but not in despair;  (9)  persecuted, but 

not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed— (10)  always carrying about in the body 

the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our body. 

i. These are not the words of some mountain top philosopher or hippy guru, he is 

speaking from experience 

ii. When he tells us he would rather have the praise of God than the praise of man, he 

had the opportunity to have either one. 

1. The words we read in his letters to the churches are not merely religious 

instruction, they are heartfelt supplications born out of fiery furnace of trial 

2. ‘I bear on my body the marks of Jesus,’ he was soon to write to the 

Galatians  

iii. He would later go one to write to 2Ti 3:10-11  But you have carefully followed 

my doctrine, manner of life, purpose, faith, longsuffering, love, perseverance,  

(11)  persecutions, afflictions, which happened to me at Antioch, at Iconium, at 

Lystra—what persecutions I endured. And out of them all the Lord delivered 

me. 

1. In Antioch he was kicked out, in Iconium he caught wind of a plot, and at 

Lystra they stoned him and dragged him out of the city 

2. Many believe that throne in his side – which is actually translated a tent 

stake – was a lifelong injury he dealt with from the stoning 

3. Yet he says confidently, the Lord delivered me.  

 

(23)  So when they had appointed elders in every church, and prayed with fasting, they commended 

them to the Lord in whom they had believed.  (24)  And after they had passed through Pisidia, they 

came to Pamphylia.  (25)  Now when they had preached the word in Perga, they went down to 

Attalia.  (26)  From there they sailed to Antioch, where they had been commended to the grace of 

God for the work which they had completed.  (27)  Now when they had come and gathered the 

church together, they reported all that God had done with them, and that He had opened the door of 

faith to the Gentiles.  (28)  So they stayed there a long time with the disciples. 

 

Communion 


