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ACTS 
 

Chapter 13:01-12 
SERGIUS PAULUS - INTELLIGENCE VERSES WISDOM 

 
I. INTRODUCTION 

A. We have what the scripture tells us is, “an intelligent man” (ACTS 13:7) by the name of 
Sergius Paulus on the Island of Paphos near Cyprus. 
 

 
 
 

1. We will get to see how this “intelligent man” handles hearing the gospel for the 
first time. 
a) But before we do, I would like to remind you of Act 1:8 NKJV  But you 

shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and 
you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and 
Samaria, and to the end of the earth." 
(1) Acts 5:28 NKJV shows us that this was accomplished in 

Jerusalem …"Did we not strictly command you not to teach in 
this name? And look, you have filled Jerusalem with your 
doctrine, and intend to bring this Man's blood on us!" 

(2) And Acts 8:1 shows us the “method” the Lord used to get the 
message out to the other places. 1 Saul was in hearty agreement 
with putting him to death. And on that day a great persecution 
began against the church in Jerusalem, and they were all 
scattered throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria, 
except the apostles. 

2. This morning we will see the Apostle Paul’s first missionary journey and the “first 
steps” in bringing Christianity to “the uttermost parts of the world”. 
 

II. ACT 13:1 NKJV  NOW IN THE CHURCH THAT WAS AT ANTIOCH THERE WERE 
CERTAIN PROPHETS AND TEACHERS: BARNABAS, SIMEON WHO WAS CALLED 
NIGER, LUCIUS OF CYRENE, MANAEN WHO HAD BEEN BROUGHT UP WITH HEROD 
THE TETRARCH, AND SAUL. 
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A. The “prophets” were there to “guide” the church and the “teachers” were there to 

“ground” the church in the word of God. 
 
1. It has been my experience that you need both! 

a) You need the visionaries that can see what no one else can see, but you 
also need the teachers who know God’s word to help keep everything 
biblically based. 
 

B. Amongst this group was Barnabas – “the son of comfort” – who believed in Paul even 
before anyone else did. 
 
1. There was Simeon or “Niger” from what would be present day Nigeria. 
2. Lucius of Cyrene, and Manaen who, before his conversion was trained under 

Herod the tetrarch.  (That would have been Herod Antipas the one who 
beheaded John the Baptist.) 

3. And finally we see Saul – the one who held the coats of those who stoned 
Stephen to death. 
a) This is quite a mixed group, with not much likelihood of any of them 

coming together with anything in common – in their previous lives. 
(1) But here we seem them united in prayer for the cause of Christ. 

 
III. ACT 13:2 NKJV  AS THEY MINISTERED TO THE LORD AND FASTED, THE HOLY SPIRIT 

SAID, "NOW SEPARATE TO ME BARNABAS AND SAUL FOR THE WORK TO WHICH I 
HAVE CALLED THEM." 

A. Eze 44:11 NKJV  Yet they shall be ministers in My sanctuary, as gatekeepers of 
the house and ministers of the house; they shall slay the burnt offering and the 
sacrifice for the people, and they shall stand before them to minister to them. 

 
1. As servants of the Lord, these men had in a sense: become priests. 

a) They could no longer just come and go as they wished.  It was their calling 
to do the work and will of the Lord - much the same as the O.T. Levitical 
priest. 
(1) It was the priest’s job to represent the people to the Lord and the 

Lord to the people. 
(a) Technically these men before us in this study - were not 

priests, but spiritually they were. 
(i) I believe the same holds true with Christians today.  

We have an obligation to do our best to represent the 
Lord in an honorable way. 

2. Eze 44:15 NKJV  "But the priests, the Levites, the sons of Zadok, who kept 
charge of My sanctuary when the children of Israel went astray from Me, 
they shall come near Me to minister to Me; and they shall stand before Me 
to offer to Me the fat and the blood," says the Lord GOD. 
a) And again like the priests of old - here in Acts we see these men 

“ministering to the Lord” through fasting and prayer, and as they do what 
the Lord tells them, “Separate to Me Barnabas and Saul for the work to 
which I have called them.” 
 

IV. ACT 13:3 NKJV  THEN, HAVING FASTED AND PRAYED, AND LAID HANDS ON THEM, 
THEY SENT THEM AWAY. 
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A.  (Share personal experience on how I knew I was called to Central Phoenix.) 

 
V. ACT 13:4-5 NKJV  SO, BEING SENT OUT BY THE HOLY SPIRIT, THEY WENT DOWN TO 

SELEUCIA, (MAP) AND FROM THERE THEY SAILED TO CYPRUS.  (5)  AND WHEN THEY 
ARRIVED IN SALAMIS, THEY PREACHED THE WORD OF GOD IN THE SYNAGOGUES 
OF THE JEWS. THEY ALSO HAD JOHN (MARK) AS THEIR ASSISTANT. 

A. I would like to point out that “being sent out by the Holy Spirit” is much different than 
just “wanting to go.” 
 
1. I think it is significant to know that this team was sent by the Lord - not by selfish 

ambition. 
a) The Lord wanted them on this trip! 

(1) It is always a good thing to know that the Lord has sent us.  
Especially when hard times come and they usually do! 

(2) We see John Mark the nephew of Barnabas mentioned again and 
we will find out later that he didn’t do very well on his first trip. 
 

VI. ACT 13:6-7 NKJV  NOW WHEN THEY HAD GONE THROUGH THE ISLAND TO PAPHOS, 
THEY FOUND A CERTAIN SORCERER, A FALSE PROPHET, A JEW WHOSE NAME WAS 
BAR-JESUS,  (7)  WHO WAS WITH THE PROCONSUL, SERGIUS PAULUS, AN 
INTELLIGENT MAN. THIS MAN CALLED FOR BARNABAS AND SAUL AND SOUGHT TO 
HEAR THE WORD OF GOD. 

A. Interestingly the name Bar-Jesus means “son of Jesus”.  Obviously not the Jesus we 
know and love! 
 
1. But most “good” false prophets claim some kind of an association with the Living 

God! 
2. This false prophet is in the company of the Roman appointed governor – Sergius 

Paulus. 
a) I find it interesting that this “intelligent” man could not tell he had a false 

prophet in his company. 
(1) But at least he had enough sense to call for Saul and Barnabas and 

hear the gospel. 
 

VII. ACT 13:8 NKJV  BUT ELYMAS THE SORCERER (FOR SO HIS NAME IS TRANSLATED) 
WITHSTOOD THEM, SEEKING TO TURN THE PROCONSUL AWAY FROM THE FAITH. 

A. Php 2:3-4 NKJV  Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit, but in 
lowliness of mind let each esteem others better than himself.  (4)  Let each of you 
look out not only for his own interests, but also for the interests of others. 

 
1. I don’t think Elymas (Bar-Jesus) was too concerned for Sergius Paulus do you? 
2. If he were, he would have been excited for him, not trying to turn him away from 

faith in Jesus. 
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a) It kind of makes you wonder what and about whom this false prophet 

prophesied? 
b) Php 1:15-16a NKJV  Some indeed preach Christ even from envy and 

strife, and some also from goodwill:  (16)  The former preach Christ 
from selfish ambition, not sincerely… 
(1) … I think we can be pretty sure that Bar-Jesus was a fake. 

 
VIII. ACT 13:9-11 NKJV  THEN SAUL, WHO ALSO IS CALLED PAUL, FILLED WITH THE HOLY 

SPIRIT, LOOKED INTENTLY AT HIM  (10)  AND SAID, "O FULL OF ALL DECEIT AND ALL 
FRAUD, YOU SON OF THE DEVIL, YOU ENEMY OF ALL RIGHTEOUSNESS, WILL YOU 
NOT CEASE PERVERTING THE STRAIGHT WAYS OF THE LORD?  (11)  AND NOW, 
INDEED, THE HAND OF THE LORD IS UPON YOU, AND YOU SHALL BE BLIND, NOT 
SEEING THE SUN FOR A TIME." AND IMMEDIATELY A DARK MIST FELL ON HIM, AND 
HE WENT AROUND SEEKING SOMEONE TO LEAD HIM BY THE HAND. 

A. We see Saul – his Jewish name which means “requested one” and we also see his 
Roman or Gentile name – Paul which means “little one” – used in the same sentence. 
 
1. I think it is awesome as Saul begins to find out who he is in Jesus, he begins to 

use his Gentile name = Paul = “little one.” 
a) This is the same Paul that said 2Co 12:9-10 NKJV  And He said to me, 

"My grace is sufficient for you, for My strength is made perfect in 
weakness." Therefore most gladly I will rather boast in my infirmities, 
that the power of Christ may rest upon me.  (10)  Therefore I take 
pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in needs, in persecutions, in 
distresses, for Christ's sake. For when I am weak, then I am strong. 

b) Well, we surely see this in action right here!  The lord uses Paul = “the 
little one” mightily here in the lives of Elymus the sorcerer and Sergius 
Paulus. 
 

IX. CONCLUSION 

A. Act 13:12 NKJV  Then the proconsul believed, when he saw what had been done, 
being astonished at the teaching of the Lord. 

 
1. Now this “intelligent man” of verse 7 just became a “wise” man – for you see 

wisdom is the correct use of knowledge! 
a) All of his knowledge had brought him to a cheap imitation by the name of 

Bar-Jesus. 
(1) But wisdom brought him to Christ! 

 
Moses was a murderer 
Joseph was sold into slavery by his own family 
Rahab was a prostitute 
David’s own father didn’t consider “king material” 
Pter denied Jesus 3 times  
And Paul was a killer of Christians 
 
JESUS CHANGES PEOPLE! 
 


