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ACTS 
 

The Lost Art of Disciple Making 

Acts 8:25-40 

 

I. Phillip Preaching the Gospel in Samaria 

a. A call to action 

i. A pastor recently said - Christians in America have become experts at conviction 

and failures at action.  

ii. One thing we see throughout the early church is they were men and women of 

action 

1. In Acts chapter 2 when the crowds heard Peter’s message scripture says 

“they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, 

"Men and brethren, what shall we do?" 

a. Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus 

Christ 

b. Those who gladly received his word were baptized; and that day 

about three thousand souls were added to them 

c. That is why we often allow for a personal response at the end of a 

message 

b. The entirety of scripture is a call to action 

i. James – Be doers of the word, not hearers only. What is faith without works? 

ii. Paul tells the church in Corinth - We know that we all have knowledge. 

Knowledge puffs up, but love edifies.  

1. What happens when we eat more calories than we burn? We puff up like 

balloons. The older I get the more I realize this. 

a. When we are active the body tones up. It’s the same with the church 

body.  

b. Knowledge is meant to be applied, put into action 

2. Francis Chan writes about the condition of church goers today - They are 

fed more and more knowledge every week. They attend church services, 

join small group Bible studies, read Christian books, listen to podcasts—

and are convinced they still need more knowledge. Truth is, their biggest 

need is to do something. They don’t need another feast on doctrine. They 

need to exercise. They need to work off what they’ve already consumed. 

These are the spiritually bedridden, resigned to spending the rest of their 

lives studying the Word without ever making disciples or tangibly caring 

for others. 

3. We are in danger of being puffed up Christians, especially attending a 

Calvary Chapel where the Word is taught faithfully 

a. Joh 15:22  If I had not come and spoken to them, they would have 

no sin, but now they have no excuse for their sin. 

b. If we are not going to apply God’s word it’s better if we attend at 

church that doesn’t teach God’s word because If Jesus speaks and 

we not do not put His words into action we are in sin 
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c. What should I do? 

i.  “I’ve been praying for years for direction and I’m not hearing the voice of God.” 

1. “I’m waiting on the Lord!”  

2. The nation of Israel cryied out to Moses as the Egyptian army was bearing 

down on them. The Lord’s reply - Why do you cry to me? Tell the people 

of Israel to go forward. 

a. I have already told you that I would deliver you from Egypt – keep 

moving. 

ii. Some of us are so paralyzed with fear we default to inaction just like the servant in 

the parable of the talents. He buried his master’s money out of fear. When his 

master returned and saw what he had done he called the servant wicked, lazy, and 

worthless.  

1. The reality is Jesus has already spoken! 

2. Mat 28:19-20  Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, 

baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 

Spirit,  (20)  teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded 

you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age." Amen. 

3. Act 1:8  But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon 

you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and 

Samaria, and to the end of the earth." 

a. Some may say that message was just for the first disciples – tell that 

to Stephen and to Philip. 

iii. We learn from Philip what the Great Commission looks like in action 

II. Philip and the Ethiopian 

 

Act 8:26 Now an angel of the Lord spoke to Philip, saying, "Arise and go toward the south along the 

road which goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza." This is desert.  (27)  So he arose and went.  

 

a. God speaks and Philip responds 

i. It’s been said our spiritual maturity can be measured by the length between when 

God speaks and we respond 

ii. Keep in mind the amazing response to the Gospel in Samaria. Philip had to be 

tempted to stay. He no doubt had a special place in the heart of the people. 

1. In addition to that – God made no mention to him where he was going.  

a. But he arose and went.  

b. That’s faith in action. He wasn’t preaching and teaching for the 

praise of men, Philip’s aim was to glorify God. The adoration of the 

people meant very little to him compared to pleasing His Father 

c. If God tells us to get up and move we fight His direction, we have to 

identify the thing in our life that what love more than Him. 

 

And behold, a man of Ethiopia, a eunuch of great authority under Candace the queen of the 

Ethiopians, who had charge of all her treasury, and had come to Jerusalem to worship,  (28)  was 

returning. And sitting in his chariot, he was reading Isaiah the prophet.   

 

b. The Ethiopian was searching for something 

i. ‘Candace’ isn’t someone’s name but more of a title, a title reserved for someone 

who performed certain functions on behalf of the king 



ii. Because he had come to Jerusalem to worship we can assume he had converted to 

Judaism 

1. Like many of the Jews he had made a pilgrimage to Jerusalem in search of 

a deeper understanding of the scriptures 

2. As we will see in this chapter he left Jerusalem without finding what he was 

looking for 

a. The rituals and the religion he saw there left him hungry so he rode 

home with his face buried in the book of Isaiah 

 

(29)  Then the Spirit said to Philip, "Go near and overtake this chariot."  (30)  So Philip ran to him,  

 

c. Oh to be in the place that Philip was in 

i. Ready to respond to the Lord’s leading at a moment’s notice. Excited to be used 

by God for His glory. There was an enthusiasm about what the Lord had called 

Him to do 

1. Do we share that enthusiasm in our ministry here at Calvary? 

2. Warren Wiersbee poses this question in his book On Being a Servant of 

God – “What would you do if God took your ministry away from you? 

Would you be relieved? If so, it’s possible that you shouldn’t be 

ministering in the first place.” 

3. This sounds harsh but it’s so true. Ministry isn’t easy and we will have our 

challenges days but the joy of serving Jesus should far outweigh those 

tough stretches  

ii. Philip’s mindset is one that we often miss in our day to day lives as well. 

1. This eagerness, this readiness. Philip knew his purpose, he knew his 

calling, he knew why he was alive. 

2. We often miss these opportunities because we are so wrapped up in the 

cares of this world.  

3. I was so wrapped up in a conversation that I missed a divine appointment.  

4. Pastor John praying for an open door and the door flies wide open. 

a. Our lives should be “mission first” instead of “mission if there is 

time.” 

III. Personal Evangelism 

 

(30)  So Philip ran to him, and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah, and said, "Do you understand 

what you are reading?"  (31)  And he said, "How can I, unless someone guides me?" And he asked 

Philip to come up and sit with him.  (32)  The place in the Scripture which he read was this: "HE 

WAS LED AS A SHEEP TO THE SLAUGHTER; AND AS A LAMB BEFORE ITS SHEARER IS 

SILENT, SO HE OPENED NOT HIS MOUTH.  (33)  IN HIS HUMILIATION HIS JUSTICE WAS 

TAKEN AWAY, AND WHO WILL DECLARE HIS GENERATION? FOR HIS LIFE IS TAKEN 

FROM THE EARTH."  (34)  So the eunuch answered Philip and said, "I ask you, of whom does the 

prophet say this, of himself or of some other man?"  (35)  Then Philip opened his mouth, and 

beginning at this Scripture, preached Jesus to him.   

 

a. We read Isaiah 53 and we know Isaiah is prophesying about Jesus 

i. Keep in mind the Jews were not expecting the Messiah to come and suffer and die, 

they were expecting the Messiah to overthrow the Roman government 



ii. They were still expecting that when the Ethiopian eunuch appeared in Jerusalem 

and that is possibly why he did not find what he was looking for 

iii. So you can see the basis of the Ethiopians confusion but he continues to dig into 

the scriptures 

1. And the Ethiopian admits his ignorance! Something that is rare today. 

b. This is a fulfillment of the promise found in Jeremiah 29:13 You will seek me and find 

me, when you seek me with all your heart. 

i. Hebrews 11:6 And without faith it is impossible to please him, for whoever 

would draw near to God must believe that he exists and that he rewards those 

who seek him. 

c. What we see here with Philip is something that is sorely lacking in the American church 

i. There are plenty of men and women who are willing to preach to the crowds but 

far fewer that are willing to sit one on one with someone and take them through 

the scriptures 

1. The reason? We would much rather have the praise of many then the 

appreciation of one. 

a. I remember a pastor once saying from the pulpit “I’m good at 

preaching, I’m just not that good with people.” 

b. Thanks for being transparent but…. 

2. Preaching and teaching is vital to the church – Philip was doing exactly that 

at the beginning of this chapter, but even more vital is the personal sharing 

of our faith and the one on one discipling of others. 

3. It doesn’t carry the glamour of preaching to the crowds but it is just as 

effective in spreading the Gospel 

a. We may be hesitant because of our lack knowledge, we are called to 

teach what we know, and continue to grow in what we know. 

IV. A Heart of Action   

 

(36)  Now as they went down the road, they came to some water. And the eunuch said, "See, here is 

water. What hinders me from being baptized?"  (37)  Then Philip said, "If you believe with all your 

heart, you may." And he answered and said, "I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God."  (38)  

So he commanded the chariot to stand still. And both Philip and the eunuch went down into the 

water, and he baptized him.  (39)  Now when they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord 

caught Philip away, so that the eunuch saw him no more; and he went on his way rejoicing.   

 

a. Now that readiness that we saw earlier in Philip is now seen in the eunuch.  

i.  The eunuch wasn’t attached to Philip the man. Philip wasn’t creating a follower 

of Philip, he pointed the eunuch to Jesus 

ii. This isn’t always easy. Remember Simon himself also believed and when he was 

baptized he continued with Philip, and was amazed, seeing the miracles and signs 

which were done. 

1. When Philip told him repent therefore of this your wickedness, and pray 

God if perhaps the thought of your heart may be forgiven you. 

2. Simon’s response - Pray to the Lord for me, that none of the things which 

you have spoken may come upon me. 

a. Discipleship is about fostering a dependence in Jesus, pointing 

people to Him 



b. As the disciples saw, this was not always easy, lives were being 

changed and people wanted to give them the glory 

i. They passionately rejected the worship of the crowds 

 

(40)  But Philip was found at Azotus. And passing through, he preached in all the cities till he came 

to Caesarea. 

 

b. Philip went from a deacon serving tables, to an evangelist in Samaria, to a disciple maker 

in Gaza, to a missionary traveling from city to city spreading the Gospel of Jesus, and 

then, as we learn from Acts 21:9, to a father raising four daughters in the Lord in 

Caesarea.  

i. Jon Courson writes – “Wherever he was, Philip flowed in ministry. I’m sure he 

was as thrilled serving tables as he was preaching to multitudes and as enthusiastic 

talking to the Ethiopian as he was raising his daughters to be Godly women.”  

ii. That’s what is exciting about serving Jesus. The methods may change but the 

message never does.  

1. Whether we’re teaching people publicly or raising our kids privately the 

message is always Jesus.  

a. No calling is too small  

b. If you are questioning what God is calling you to do start discipling 

your family then work outward.  

c. Don’t let fear ever cause us to be inactive. Get up and move.  

 


