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ACTS 

 

Theology Matters 

Acts 8:1-24 

 

I. Stephen Martyred  

a. Acts 7 – Stephen seized, dragged before the Jewish Council, and ultimately killed 

i. For what? Serving, performing signs and wonders, for simply manifesting Jesus 

ii. We are reminded that the battle wages on – this world, Satan, and our own flesh 

oppose Jesus and everything He stands for. The more we are in God’s will the 

more we see this Spiritual battle first hand 

1. People in our armed forces will tell you, the closer you get to an important 

objective the fiercer the battle becomes 

iii. With his last dying breathe Stephen represented Jesus well - Lord, do not charge 

them with this sin. 

b. Before we move on from Stephen I want to point out a couple of things about Stephen 

that will tie into today’s study 

i. Acts 6 - Stephen, full of faith and power, did great wonders and signs among the 

people – Stephen continued the work of Jesus 

ii. When Stephen opened his defense his first words were “Brethren and fathers, 

listen: The God of glory appeared to our father Abraham”  

iii. And then right before his death - Act 7:55-56  But he, being full of the Holy 

Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the 

right hand of God,  (56)  and said, "Look! I see the heavens opened and the Son 

of Man standing at the right hand of God!" 

iv. We are seeing Mat 5:8 lived out - Blessed are the pure in heart, For they shall 

see God. 

1. Men and women who are singularly motivated by the desire to see Jesus 

glorified will see Him 

2. Keep that in mind as we study Chapter 8 

II. Saul – Zealous and Misguided  

 

Act 8:1-3  Now Saul was consenting to his death. At that time a great persecution arose against the 

church which was at Jerusalem; and they were all scattered throughout the regions of Judea and 

Samaria, except the apostles.  (2)  And devout men carried Stephen to his burial, and made great 

lamentation over him.  (3)  As for Saul, he made havoc of the church, entering every house, and 

dragging off men and women, committing them to prison. 

 

a. Saul, who latter becomes, Paul “voted” for Stephen’s death 

i. This becomes a turning point in the early church. It opens the door for persecution 

ii. Stephen’s death doesn’t quench the council’s appetite for blood, it emboldens it 

1. You would think that watching an innocent man stoned to death would 

soften appease their lust for blood but it only inspired Saul all the more to 

violently and passionately go after anyone claiming to be a follower of 

Jesus 
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2. Havoc – root word describes a wounded boar  

3. That is the nature of sin – sin breeds greater sin – it is never satisfied  

a. Jesus made this clear when he addressed adultery 

b. Sin must be dealt with at its beginnings, at the point of temptation 

and longing – if those longings are entertained it will grow – sin is 

never satisfied, it always wants more 

b. The most concerning thing about Saul’s sin: 

i. Php 3:4-6  though I also might have confidence in the flesh. If anyone else 

thinks he may have confidence in the flesh, I more so:  (5)  circumcised the 

eighth day, of the stock of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of the 

Hebrews; concerning the law, a Pharisee;  (6)  concerning zeal, persecuting the 

church; concerning the righteousness which is in the law, blameless. 

ii. He thought he was doing the Lord’s work. That is the danger of incorrect and 

faulty theology. Ideas have consequences.  

c. A man named Elton 

i. I want to share with you a little bit about a young man named Elton 

1. I heard about Elton from a friend of a friend 

2. Elton became a believer in high school and saw his beliefs as way of 

staying out of trouble. 

a. His parents felt the same and encouraged him to dig deep into his 

faith 

3. A co-worker of Elton described him as friendly, respectful, calm, level 

headed, smart, and studious.  

a. Elton lived out his faith at work with confidence and charisma  

b. Elton turned down promotions at his job because he knew it would 

get in the way of his faith 

ii. On Sunday, May 3rd Elton and a friend drove from Phoenix, AZ to Garland, TX 

and opened fire on a crowd taking part in an artistic display. 

1. Elton was a Muslim. This art exposition in Texas displayed depictions of 

the prophet Muhammad which is considered very offensive to devout 

Muslims.  

2. Elton was shot and killed by police 

iii. A local Christian pastor here in Phoenix who use to work with Elton wrote an 

incredibly well thought-out article about the incident. 

1. In this article Pastor Malone writes “Elton was not insane. Elton was not 

mean. Elton was not rude. Elton was not wild-eyed. Elton was not 

constantly angry. Elton never threatened me. Elton was bright and 

articulate, he spoke smooth and easy. Elton was not a poor unwanted 

outcast; a down-and-outer he was not. I am convinced the secular world 

will never properly understand people like Elton because the secular world 

will never properly understand Elton’s theology. The core is theology. The 

core is taking Muhammad, his words and his actions, seriously. Elton took 

Islam seriously. Even though I was surprised by what Elton did – drove 

from Phoenix to Dallas to kill people who were supporting drawing 

pictures of Muhammad – I can’t say I was shocked. Why? I knew Elton’s 

theology.” 

a. That’s the difference between Muslim extremists and Christian 

extremists 



i. Muslims extremists are living out the teachings of 

Muhammad and Islam 

ii. Christian extremists are living in direct opposition to what 

Jesus taught   

b. Elton passionately lived out his faith, but his faith was built on a lie.  

c. Ideas have consequences. When our theology is misplaced it isn’t 

simply harmless or misguided, it’s dangerous.   

d. Paul was zealous about his beliefs but, as we will see on the day of 

his conversion, he was resisting the voice of the Lord 

III. The Church Scattered 

 

Act 8:4-8  Therefore those who were scattered went everywhere preaching the word.  (5)  Then 

Philip went down to the city of Samaria and preached Christ to them.  (6)  And the multitudes with 

one accord heeded the things spoken by Philip, hearing and seeing the miracles which he did.  (7)  

For unclean spirits, crying with a loud voice, came out of many who were possessed; and many who 

were paralyzed and lame were healed.  (8)  And there was great joy in that city. 

 

a. In Acts 1: 8 Jesus says you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; 

and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the 

end of the earth." 

i. We’re in Acts 8 and they still haven’t left Jerusalem. This tragedy and the 

persecution that follows is what causes them to take the Gospel out of city limits 

ii. The church was scattered but it wasn’t divided. The persecution of the church 

actually caused the spread of the Gospel 

1. Saul’s persecution was like throwing a log into a fire and hot embers 

spreading everywhere 

a. Often tragedy and trial will have this effect – it will move us closer 

to Jesus and His perfect plan for our lives 

b. Philip, one of the seven originally chosen to oversee the distribution of food, is now 

boldly preaching Jesus.  

i. One who had been faithful in the small things and now was entrusted with being 

the first to spread the truth of Jesus without hesitation in Samaria.  

ii. To a lesser man this would have been seen as a lesser job but not to Phillip 

iii. The Samaritans were considered dogs to the Jews. They were called half-breeds. 

1. The Jews justified their racism because of what had happen over 700 years 

ago 

a. Assyria had invaded the northern nation of Israel taking many of the 

Israelites captive and marrying many of the poor Israelite women.  

b. Samaria was now made up of their offspring (half-breeds) 

c. But Jesus had clearly displayed His love for the Samaritans – the 

woman at the well 

i. Another example of faulty theology leading to faulty actions.  

ii. No different than modern day slavery. Many Christian’s 

justifying their ownership of slaves 

iii. My prayer “Lord show me the things in my life that are born 

out of faulty theology – an incorrect view of who you are and 

what you have done”  



iv. hearing and seeing the miracles which he did – Jon Courson points out that 

miracles can be heard. A Spirit led word of wisdom, of knowledge, of 

encouragement, can change a life forever.  

1. What happens when the Gospel is preached and people respond – great joy 

IV. Simon the Magician 

 

Act 8:9-13  But there was a certain man called Simon, who previously practiced sorcery in the city 

and astonished the people of Samaria, claiming that he was someone great,  (10)  to whom they all 

gave heed, from the least to the greatest, saying, "This man is the great power of God."  (11)  And 

they heeded him because he had astonished them with his sorceries for a long time.  (12)  But when 

they believed Philip as he preached the things concerning the kingdom of God and the name of 

Jesus Christ, both men and women were baptized.  (13)  Then Simon himself also believed; and 

when he was baptized he continued with Philip, and was amazed, seeing the miracles and signs 

which were done. 

 

a. This raises a few questions about Simon 

i. Was he simply a magician practicing slight of hand or did he possess demonic 

powers? 

ii. Either way the people were conned into thinking he was sent from God and where 

there are lies, the father of lies is always present.  

b. Now the people are coming face to face with real power. Not cheap parlor tricks but a 

power that radically changes lives, brings spiritually dead men and women to life.  

i. A power that breaks the chains of addiction and idolatry and transforms their 

broken ways of thinking 

ii. It amazes me how easily distracted we are with psedu-power when the real power 

of God is so closely at hand 

1. Walk the streets of Sedona – see the crystals, the dream catchers, the 

centering sticks.  

2. Here’s a fun little sci-fi story - 75 million years ago, the dictator of the 

"Galactic Confederacy" Xenu, brought billions of his people to Earth in a 

DC-8-like spacecraft, stacked them around volcanoes, and killed them with 

hydrogen bombs. The immortal spirits of these aliens adhere to humans, 

causing spiritual harm today. 

a. This plot isn’t taken from a sci-fi novel – it’s taken from the 

scriptures of Christian Scientology  

b. No one would believe that right? Christian Scientology is worth over 

$1.2 billion thanks to donations from A-list celebrities 

3. People emptying their pockets trying to buy power when the power of God 

is available for free through His son Jesus and the gift of His Holy Spirit.  

c. We also read that Simon himself believed, but based on his actions we have to ask what 

was it that he actually believed in? 

V. The Baptism of the Holy Spirit is Not for Sale 

 

Act 8:14-17  Now when the apostles who were at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received the 

word of God, they sent Peter and John to them,  (15)  who, when they had come down, prayed for 

them that they might receive the Holy Spirit.  (16)  For as yet He had fallen upon none of them. They 

had only been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.  (17)  Then they laid hands on them, and they 

received the Holy Spirit. 



 

a. What is the baptism of the Holy Spirit? 

i. What it is not 

1. It is not becoming born again and receiving the Holy Spirit as we see from 

these scriptures. It is a separate event. 

ii. What it is 

1. When a believer receives extraordinary spiritual power for Christ-glorifying 

ministry. 

2. Through-out scripture this is reinforced – after the baptism of the Holy 

Spirit or the filling of the Spirit comes works that powerfully glorify the 

name of Jesus 

3. Some will teach that you are always baptized with the Holy Spirit 

immediately upon conversation, some say it always happens when you are 

physically baptized – I don’t believe scripture supports this 

a. I think it can happen at those times but it is not isolated to those 

times 

iii. The bottom line – scripture says God will give the Holy Spirit liberally to all those 

who ask for Him John 3:34 - God does not give the Spirit by measure. 

1. Our prayer isn’t “God give me more of you”, it is “God take hold of more 

of me. Let your Holy Spirit reign in my life.”  

 

Act 8:18-24  And when Simon saw that through the laying on of the apostles' hands the Holy Spirit 

was given, he offered them money,  (19)  saying, "Give me this power also, that anyone on whom I 

lay hands may receive the Holy Spirit."  (20)  But Peter said to him, "Your money perish with you, 

because you thought that the gift of God could be purchased with money!  (21)  You have neither 

part nor portion in this matter, for your heart is not right in the sight of God.  (22)  Repent therefore 

of this your wickedness, and pray God if perhaps the thought of your heart may be forgiven you.  

(23)  For I see that you are poisoned by bitterness and bound by iniquity."  (24)  Then Simon 

answered and said, "Pray to the Lord for me, that none of the things which you have spoken may 

come upon me." 

 

b. Brings us back to Stephen and Mat 5:8  Blessed are the pure in heart, For they shall see 

God. 

i. Stephen and Simon had very different motives. Stephen wanted nothing more than 

to see Jesus glorified 

ii. Simon saw Jesus as a means to an end. To get what he so desperately wanted, 

public adoration 

1. The desire for attention is a cruel master and that desire lived on in Simon’s 

heart. It was the same poison that existed in the hearts of Ananias and 

Saphira  

2. You have neither part nor portion in this matter, for your heart is not right 

in the sight of God. 

a. As it is with us if we come to Jesus with a desire for anything more 

than Him 

iii. Let us examine our hearts and our motives – and if we can come before Jesus truly 

asking for more of Him, asking Him to baptize us in His Spirit so that we may 

know Him more and better glorify Him, let’s do that now.  


