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ACTS 
 

Something Worth Dying For 

Acts 7 

 

I. Stephen and the Early Church 

a. Chapter 6 – We see the fundamental difference between how the Kingdom of God and 

the kingdom of man operates 

i. When a problem arises (food distribution) in the early church the Apostles seek 

out faithful, Spirit filled men to resolve the problem (men who will represent God) 

1. Out of these men Stephen rose up full of faith and power, did great wonders 

and signs among the people 

2. Stephen did these things from the positon he was given 

ii. When a perceived problem arises for the Jewish leaders they handle it a bit 

differently  

1. Acts 6:9 - Then there arose some from what is called the Synagogue of the 

Freedmen disputing with Stephen. And they were not able to resist the 

wisdom and the Spirit by which he spoke. 

2. Verse 11 - Then they secretly instigated men, verse 13 They also set up 

false witnesses 

iii. The Kingdom of God (any place Jesus reigns) operates in the light, dealing 

truthfully and honestly with one another for the Glory of God – God is glorified 

when His character is manifested in us  

1. The kingdom of man operates in the shadows, lying, deceiving, 

manipulating for its own glory 

2. The false accusations – “We have heard him speak blasphemous words 

against Moses and God, This man does not cease to speak blasphemous 

words against this holy place and the law” 

b. Because of these false accusations Stephen was seized and brought before the Jewish 

council 

i. In Acts 7 begins with a question from the high priest "Are these things so?" 

ii. Chapter 7 is known as Stephen’s apologia, or Stephen’s defense 

1. Stephen is not defending himself, he’s defending the Gospel of Jesus Christ  

2. What place does apologetics have in the life of a believer? 

a. Is there a place for educated debate or should we just rely on 

Childlike faith? 

b.  One thing I have learned is a debate rarely changes the mind of the 

opposing parties but it has a huge impact on the crowd that is 

listening  

c. 1 Peter 3:15 - but sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always 

being ready to make a defense to everyone who asks you to give an 

account for the hope that is in you, yet with gentleness and 

reverence;  

d. Colossians 4:5-6 Conduct yourselves with wisdom toward 

outsiders, making the most of the opportunity. Let your speech 
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always be with grace, as though seasoned with salt, so that you will 

know how you should respond to each person. 

e. Later in Acts we will see Paul reasoning in the Synagogue trying to 

persuade Jews and Greeks. 

i. Acts 18 – Paul powerfully refuted the Jews in public, 

demonstrating by the Scriptures that Jesus was the Christ. 

iii. There is absolutely a place for apologetics in the life of a believer. We will never 

have all the answers but let’s never use that as an excuse not to study 

II. "Are these things so?" 

 

Act 7:(1)Then the high priest said, "Are these things so?"   

 

a. What things? blasphemous words against Moses and God and against this holy place and 

the law 

i. These men have grossly misrepresented the followers of Christ and Stephen has an 

answer for them that will center around the Gospel of Jesus Christ 

ii. He will show them that he’s not blaspheming the word of God, he’s actually 

honoring it and hey are the ones blaspheming the word of God and disregarding 

His law 

 

(2)  And he said, "Brethren and fathers, listen: The God of glory appeared to our father Abraham 

when he was in Mesopotamia, before he dwelt in Haran,  (3)  and said to him, 'GET OUT OF YOUR 

COUNTRY AND FROM YOUR RELATIVES, AND COME TO A LAND THAT I WILL SHOW 

YOU.'  (4)  Then he came out of the land of the Chaldeans and dwelt in Haran. And from there, 

when his father was dead, He moved him to this land in which you now dwell.  (5)  And God gave 

him no inheritance in it, not even enough to set his foot on. But even when Abraham had no child, 

He promised to give it to him for a possession, and to his descendants after him.  (6)  But God spoke 

in this way: that his descendants would dwell in a foreign land, and that they would bring them into 

bondage and oppress them four hundred years.  (7)  'AND THE NATION TO WHOM THEY WILL 

BE IN BONDAGE I WILL JUDGE,' said God, 'AND AFTER THAT THEY SHALL COME OUT 

AND SERVE ME IN THIS PLACE.'  (8)  Then He gave him the covenant of circumcision; and so 

Abraham begot Isaac and circumcised him on the eighth day; and Isaac begot Jacob, and Jacob 

begot the twelve patriarchs.   

 

b. Stephen begins his testimony with a summation of the life of Abraham 

i. The Jews accused Stephen of speaking negatively against God’s Holy Place – 

what place might that be?   

ii. The God of glory appeared – God is glorified when He appears 

iii. Where did God appear? 

1. It wasn’t in Jerusalem, it wasn’t in the Holy Temple, it was in Mesopotamia 

where worship centered around a moon goddess  

2. Even in the midst of the pagan culture God appeared to Abraham and called 

him out to be a pilgrim, to leave his home and depend of God for direction 

a. Isn’t that the Christian walk – God meeting us where we are at, 

calling us out, beckoning us to follow?  

3. John Stott writes  “Stephen’s emphasis here is on the divine initiative. It 

was God who appeared, spoke, sent, promised, punished and rescued. And 

His initiative is not restricted to a place. 



III. Joseph and Moses 

 
(9)  "And the patriarchs, becoming envious, sold Joseph into Egypt. But God was with him  (10)  and 

delivered him out of all his troubles, and gave him favor and wisdom in the presence of Pharaoh, king of 

Egypt; and he made him governor over Egypt and all his house.  (11)  Now a famine and great trouble came 

over all the land of Egypt and Canaan, and our fathers found no sustenance.  (12)  But when Jacob heard 

that there was grain in Egypt, he sent out our fathers first.  (13)  And the second time Joseph was made 

known to his brothers, and Joseph's family became known to the Pharaoh.  (14)  Then Joseph sent and 

called his father Jacob and all his relatives to him, seventy-five people.  (15)  So Jacob went down to Egypt; 

and he died, he and our fathers.  (16)  And they were carried back to Shechem and laid in the tomb that 

Abraham bought for a sum of money from the sons of Hamor, the father of Shechem.  (17)  "But when the 

time of the promise drew near which God had sworn to Abraham, the people grew and multiplied in Egypt   

 

a. Stephen undermines so many of their misguided beliefs in one verse 

i. And the patriarchs, becoming envious, sold Joseph into Egypt. But God was with 

him  

1. The Jews held their heritage in very high regard, often referring to their 

ancestors as our fathers – the patriarchs – the men we hold in such high 

regard – they sold Joseph into slavery and he was taken to Egypt 

2. But God was with Him in Egypt – another foreign country entrenched in 

idol worship and false gods 

3. Stephen mentions Egypt 6 times in 7 verses  

a. God was with His people long before there was a Holy place  

b. Because God was with His people, the people grew and multiplied in 

Egypt 

b. Now Stephen moves on to the life of Moses 

i. And he will go into far greater detail with Moses because of the accusations that 

were brought against him.  

1. As we will see he leaves his accusers with very little doubt of his deep 

respect for Moses 

2. Brakes Moses life up into three 40 year periods 

 
(18)  another king arose who did not know Joseph.  (19)  This man dealt treacherously with our people, and 

oppressed our forefathers, making them expose their babies, so that they might not live.  (20)  At this time 

Moses was born, and was well pleasing to God; and he was brought up in his father's house for three 

months.  (21)  But when he was set out, Pharaoh's daughter took him away and brought him up as her own 

son.  (22)  And Moses was learned in all the wisdom of the Egyptians, and was mighty in words and deeds.  

(23)  "Now when he was forty years old, it came into his heart to visit his brethren, the children of Israel.  

(24)  And seeing one of them suffer wrong, he defended and avenged him who was oppressed, and struck 

down the Egyptian.  (25)  For he supposed that his brethren would have understood that God would deliver 

them by his hand, but they did not understand.  (26)  And the next day he appeared to two of them as they 

were fighting, and tried to reconcile them, saying, 'Men, you are brethren; why do you wrong one another?'  

(27)  But he who did his neighbor wrong pushed him away, saying, 'WHO MADE YOU A RULER AND A 

JUDGE OVER US?  (28)  DO YOU WANT TO KILL ME AS YOU DID THE EGYPTIAN YESTERDAY?'  

(29)  Then, at this saying, Moses fled and became a dweller in the land of Midian, where he had two sons.   

 

c. Jon Courson points out that when Moses defended the Israelite who was being beaten he 

was trying to act as his liberator. When he came between the two Israelites who were 

fighting he attempted to bring reconciliation. Freedom and reconciliation. 



i. Their response – who made you ruler and judge over us? 

 
(30)  "And when forty years had passed, an Angel of the Lord appeared to him in a flame of fire in a bush, in 

the wilderness of Mount Sinai.  (31)  When Moses saw it, he marveled at the sight; and as he drew near to 

observe, the voice of the Lord came to him,  (32)  saying, 'I AM THE GOD OF YOUR FATHERS—THE 

GOD OF ABRAHAM, THE GOD OF ISAAC, AND THE GOD OF JACOB.' And Moses trembled and dared 

not look.  (33)  'Then the LORD said to him, "TAKE YOUR SANDALS OFF YOUR FEET, FOR THE 

PLACE WHERE YOU STAND IS HOLY GROUND.  (Holy ground was not in Jerusalem, it was wherever 

God was present) (34)  I HAVE SURELY SEEN THE OPPRESSION OF MY PEOPLE WHO ARE IN 

EGYPT; I HAVE HEARD THEIR GROANING AND HAVE COME DOWN TO DELIVER THEM. AND 

NOW COME, I WILL SEND YOU TO EGYPT." '  (35)  "This Moses whom they rejected, saying, 'WHO 

MADE YOU A RULER AND A JUDGE?' is the one God sent to be a ruler and a deliverer by the hand of the 

Angel who appeared to him in the bush.  (36)  He brought them out, after he had shown wonders and signs 

in the land of Egypt, and in the Red Sea, and in the wilderness forty years.   

 

d. Do we see the pattern here – Joseph sent to a foreign land, Moses raised in a foreign land, 

Joseph rejected by his brothers, Moses rejected by his own people, Joseph delivered his 

brothers from certain death, Moses delivered his people from the bondage of Pharaoh  

i. Do you see where Stephen is going with all of this? 

 
 (37)  "This is that Moses who said to the children of Israel, 'THE LORD YOUR GOD WILL RAISE UP 

FOR YOU A PROPHET LIKE ME FROM YOUR BRETHREN. HIM YOU SHALL HEAR.'  (38)  "This is 

he who was in the congregation in the wilderness with the Angel who spoke to him on Mount Sinai, and with 

our fathers, the one who received the living oracles to give to us,  (39)  whom our fathers would not obey, but 

rejected. And in their hearts they turned back to Egypt,  (40)  saying to Aaron, 'MAKE US GODS TO GO 

BEFORE US; AS FOR THIS MOSES WHO BROUGHT US OUT OF THE LAND OF EGYPT, WE DO 

NOT KNOW WHAT HAS BECOME OF HIM.'  (41)  And they made a calf in those days, offered sacrifices 

to the idol, and rejoiced in the works of their own hands.  (42)  Then God turned and gave them up to 

worship the host of heaven, as it is written in the book of the Prophets: 'DID YOU OFFER ME 

SLAUGHTERED ANIMALS AND SACRIFICES DURING FORTY YEARS IN THE WILDERNESS, O 

HOUSE OF ISRAEL?  (43)  YOU ALSO TOOK UP THE TABERNACLE OF MOLOCH, AND THE STAR 

OF YOUR GOD REMPHAN, IMAGES WHICH YOU MADE TO WORSHIP; AND I WILL CARRY YOU 

AWAY BEYOND BABYLON.'  (44)  "Our fathers had the tabernacle of witness in the wilderness, as He 

appointed, instructing Moses to make it according to the pattern that he had seen,  (45)  which our fathers, 

having received it in turn, also brought with Joshua into the land possessed by the Gentiles, whom God drove 

out before the face of our fathers until the days of David,   

 

e. Our fathers rejected Moses, longed for slavery, and worshiped substitute gods 

i. This is our heritage, this is what we are known for! 

IV. The Temple 

a. Finally Stephen turns his attention to the temple,  

i. The Holy Place he was accused of blaspheming  

ii. Just as the Jews had lifted their patriarchs to the level of idols they had done so 

with the temple as well 

1. They were convinced that as long as the temple was standing they had 

God’s protection but if it was destroyed that meant he had abandoned them  

2. Let’s see how Stephen address that 

 
(46)  who found favor before God and asked to find a dwelling for the God of Jacob.  (47)  But Solomon built 

Him a house.  (48)  "However, the Most High does not dwell in temples made with hands, as the prophet 



says:  (49)  'HEAVEN IS MY THRONE, AND EARTH IS MY FOOTSTOOL. WHAT HOUSE WILL YOU 

BUILD FOR ME? SAYS THE LORD, OR WHAT IS THE PLACE OF MY REST?  (50)  HAS MY HAND 

NOT MADE ALL THESE THINGS?'   

 

b. Stephen’s wasn’t saying it was wrong to construct the temple, but it was never meant to 

be God’s home. 

i. He quotes Isaiah 66:1–2 where God says Heaven is my throne and the earth is my 

footstool. So what kind of house could be built for him?  

ii. God is himself the Creator; how can the Maker of everything be restricted within 

man-made walls? 

c. John Stott writes - God has bound himself to his church (promising that he will never 

leave it) and to his word (promising that it will never pass away). But God’s church 

means people not buildings, and God’s word means Scripture not traditions. We must not 

allow traditions to imprison the living God or to impede his mission in the world. 

i. Worship style, order of the service, location of the service, time of the service, 

color of the carpet, those are all negotiable – the truth of scripture is not. 

 
(51)  "You stiff-necked and uncircumcised in heart and ears! You always resist the Holy Spirit; as your 

fathers did, so do you.  (52)  Which of the prophets did your fathers not persecute? And they killed those who 

foretold the coming of the Just One, of whom you now have become the betrayers and murderers,  (53)  who 

have received the law by the direction of angels and have not kept it."  (54)  When they heard these things 

they were cut to the heart, and they gnashed at him with their teeth.  (55)  But he, being full of the Holy 

Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God,  (56)  and 

said, "Look! I see the heavens opened and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God!"  (57)  Then 

they cried out with a loud voice, stopped their ears, and ran at him with one accord;  (58)  and they cast him 

out of the city and stoned him. And the witnesses laid down their clothes at the feet of a young man named 

Saul.  (59)  And they stoned Stephen as he was calling on God and saying, "Lord Jesus, receive my spirit."  

(60)  Then he knelt down and cried out with a loud voice, "Lord, do not charge them with this sin." And 

when he had said this, he fell asleep. 

 

V. The Gospel of Jesus 

a. Stephen has proven that it’s not him who disregards the law, but these men, like their 

fathers before them 

i. And they have rejected Jesus Christ, the very son of God who was sent to 

reconcile them to their Father in Heaven 

ii. This is the message Stephen is killed for, the same message Jesus was killed for 

iii. Stephen died in a very similar fashion to Jesus – He committed his spirit to the 

Lord, and asked for the forgiveness of those who were in the process of murdering 

him 

1. And there was Jesus who was now standing ready to receive him 

b. Again we see the contrast – Stephen, acting like his Father and the Priests acting like 

theirs 

i. Stephen argued persuasively and didn’t change their minds -  but remember there 

were people watching including a young man named Saul 

c. The critical question for our generation—and for every generation—is this: If you could have 

heaven, with no sickness, and with all the friends you ever had on earth, and all the food you 

ever liked, and all the leisure activities you ever enjoyed, and all the natural beauties you ever 

saw, all the physical pleasures you ever tasted, and no human conflict or any natural disasters, 

could you be satisfied with heaven, if Christ were not there? - Piper 


