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ACTS 
 

Chapter 06 
LITTLE THINGS MATTER 

 
Pro 14:4 NKJV  Where no oxen are, the trough is clean; But much increase comes by the 
strength of an ox. 

 
I. INTRODUCTION 

 
A. In the book of Acts, we see that the church is young and full of life and activity! 

 
1. The Lord is adding to the church daily, but as we saw with Ananias and 

Sapphira, He was also doing a little subtracting when necessary. 
2. As you might imagine, administrative issues increase substantially with instant 

growth! 
3. The Apostles found themselves with too much to do, and you can only “slice the 

pie” so many ways, so certain things were being neglected. 
a) The issue before us this morning was that the Greek speaking Jews’ – the 

(Hellenists) widows - were being left out of the daily distribution of food. 
b) So they began to grumble! 

(1) And in all fairness - it was a real need that was being handled 
poorly so the Apostles took action. 
(a) By-the way – there is a right way to handle things – and 

there is a wrong way to handle things – and grumbling is 
NOT the right way. 
 

II. ACT 6:1-2 NKJV  NOW IN THOSE DAYS, WHEN THE NUMBER OF THE DISCIPLES WAS 
MULTIPLYING, THERE AROSE A COMPLAINT AGAINST THE HEBREWS BY THE 
HELLENISTS, BECAUSE THEIR WIDOWS WERE NEGLECTED IN THE DAILY 
DISTRIBUTION.  (2)  THEN THE TWELVE SUMMONED THE MULTITUDE OF THE 
DISCIPLES AND SAID, "IT IS NOT DESIRABLE THAT WE SHOULD LEAVE THE WORD 
OF GOD AND SERVE TABLES. 
 
A. Notice that the disciples had a clear vision of what the Lord had called them to do. 

 
1. And it was virtually impossible for them to do what the Lord called them to do and 

carry out all the other responsibilities of the ministry – they needed help. 
2. This need has never changed.  There is always more to do than there is help to 

do it. 
a) I want to encourage all of us to keep this in mind and WHENEVER we 

possible can – we should lend a hand where it is needed. 
 

III. ACT 6:3-4 NKJV  THEREFORE, BRETHREN, SEEK OUT FROM AMONG YOU SEVEN 
MEN OF GOOD REPUTATION, FULL OF THE HOLY SPIRIT AND WISDOM, WHOM WE 
MAY APPOINT OVER THIS BUSINESS;  (4)  BUT WE WILL GIVE OURSELVES 
CONTINUALLY TO PRAYER AND TO THE MINISTRY OF THE WORD." 
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A. It gets increasingly harder to find 7 people who are willing to be in charge of anything? 

 
1. Notice also that these 7 men were to have a good reputation.  In other words – 

they needed a track record of faithfulness and trustworthiness. 
2. They also needed a history of trusting in and being guided by the Holy Spirit. 

a) The Apostles knew that if this were the case – they would have the 
wisdom they needed for this new task. 

b) Luk 16:10-11 NKJV  He who is faithful in what is least is faithful also 
in much; and he who is unjust in what is least is unjust also in much.  
(11)  Therefore if you have not been faithful in the unrighteous 
mammon, who will commit to your trust the true riches? 

(1) Mammon = mammo nas mam-mo-nas' - Of Chaldee origin = personal 

wealth (things). 
(a) In other words – if we cannot be faithful in even the smallest 

of earthly blessings – how can we be trusted with the things 
of heaven that matter the most? 

(2) These men had been faithful in the little things and as a result - the 
Lord was about to give them a greater ministry. 

(3) The Disciples stayed faithful to their calling of the Word and prayer.  
But they were only able to do this because the other men were 
willing to “step up to the plate” and serve - so that they could. 
 

IV. ACT 6:5-7 NKJV  AND THE SAYING PLEASED THE WHOLE MULTITUDE. AND THEY 
CHOSE STEPHEN, A MAN FULL OF FAITH AND THE HOLY SPIRIT, AND PHILIP, 
PROCHORUS, NICANOR, TIMON, PARMENAS, AND NICOLAS, A PROSELYTE FROM 
ANTIOCH,  (6)  WHOM THEY SET BEFORE THE APOSTLES; AND WHEN THEY HAD 
PRAYED, THEY LAID HANDS ON THEM.  (7)  THEN THE WORD OF GOD SPREAD, AND 
THE NUMBER OF THE DISCIPLES MULTIPLIED GREATLY IN JERUSALEM, AND A 
GREAT MANY OF THE PRIESTS WERE OBEDIENT TO THE FAITH. 
 
A. I think the fact that the plan pleased everyone is a testimony to their willingness to hear 

from the Holy Spirit. 
 
1. With great wisdom – 7 Greek-speaking men were chosen to correct this matter 

with the Greek-speaking widows. 
2. The results: 

a) The word of God spread.  The number of disciples grew, and even priests 
were being converted to Christianity. 
(1) Because the “main thing” remained the “main thing” – the church 

grew! 
(2) Prayer and the teaching of God’s word stayed the focus of the 

ministry and that could not have happened if these 7 men had not 
been willing to serve. 

(3) Two of the men from this group are going to “rise to the top”. 
(a) In other words – this is not just a “job” for them.  Serving the 

Lord becomes everything to them. 
 

V. ACT 6:8 NKJV  AND STEPHEN, FULL OF FAITH AND POWER, DID GREAT WONDERS 
AND SIGNS AMONG THE PEOPLE. 
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A. It shouldn’t surprise us that the Lord would use a man like Stephen that was, “full of 

faith and of the Holy Spirit.” – He had a great walk with the Lord. 
 

1. The Lord “tested” him at table waiting – but had much greater ministry in mind for 
Stephen. 
a) Zec 4:10 NKJV  For who has despised the day of small things? For 

these seven rejoice to see The plumb line in the hand of Zerubbabel. 
They are the eyes of the LORD, Which scan to and fro throughout the 
whole earth." 

b) It seems to be human nature to want the biggest, the best, and the top-
position, but I have found that the Lord will often start us out small. 
(1) And the faithfulness in those small things will determine what He 

does with us from there. 
 

VI. ACT 6:9-10 NKJV  THEN THERE AROSE SOME FROM WHAT IS CALLED THE 
SYNAGOGUE OF THE FREEDMEN (CYRENIANS, ALEXANDRIANS, AND THOSE FROM 
CILICIA AND ASIA), DISPUTING WITH STEPHEN.  (10)  AND THEY WERE NOT ABLE TO 
RESIST THE WISDOM AND THE SPIRIT BY WHICH HE SPOKE. 
 
A. They couldn’t resist Stephen’s wisdom BECAUSE it was from the Holy Spirit! 

 
1. However!  Had his wisdom been in the flesh – they would have been victorious. 

 
VII. ACT 6:11-15 NKJV  THEN THEY SECRETLY INDUCED MEN TO SAY, "WE HAVE HEARD 

HIM SPEAK BLASPHEMOUS WORDS AGAINST MOSES AND GOD."  (12)  AND THEY 
STIRRED UP THE PEOPLE, THE ELDERS, AND THE SCRIBES; AND THEY CAME UPON 
HIM, SEIZED HIM, AND BROUGHT HIM TO THE COUNCIL.  (13)  THEY ALSO SET UP 
FALSE WITNESSES WHO SAID, "THIS MAN DOES NOT CEASE TO SPEAK 
BLASPHEMOUS WORDS AGAINST THIS HOLY PLACE AND THE LAW;  (14)  FOR WE 
HAVE HEARD HIM SAY THAT THIS JESUS OF NAZARETH WILL DESTROY THIS PLACE 
AND CHANGE THE CUSTOMS WHICH MOSES DELIVERED TO US."  (15)  AND ALL WHO 
SAT IN THE COUNCIL, LOOKING STEADFASTLY AT HIM, SAW HIS FACE AS THE FACE 
OF AN ANGEL. 
 
A. There is a wealth of information about being in the flesh in these 5 verses! 

 
1. First – these “detractors” couldn’t “win” fairly – so they resorted to ungodliness. 

a) The reason they couldn’t “win” was because they were wrong and fighting 
against the Lord. 

b) So, they had to fabricate a testimony against Stephen. 
(1) They went around “secretly inducing” men to lie against him. 
(2) I think we have all seen this happen – haven’t we?  Someone gets 

upset about something and the next thing you know they are talking 
to everyone they possible can trying to get people to agree with 
them and stir up trouble. 

(3) And if there isn’t enough evidence – they exaggerate or make it up. 
2. Secondly - that is the next step in the flesh. 

a) Soliciting others to lie or exaggerate to prove a point. 
(1) If you ever have anyone come to you asking you to lie or 
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exaggerate an issue to hurt someone else – rebuke them. 

3. And thirdly - notice their next step: 
a) They actually carried it out.  It is one thing to go into a “tailspin” over 

something for a brief time, but to actually plot, plan, and carry out 
something dishonest to the hurt of another individual – is quite another! 
 

VIII. CONCLUSION 
 
A. The accusations they brought against Stephen were all lies! 

 
1. Their lies had “hints” of truth to them, but they had misunderstood what Stephen 

was telling them about Jesus.  Or maybe they just didn’t like hearing the truth! 
2. Once again, isn’t this also a mark of the flesh?   

a) Taking only a portion of the truth and twisting it to mean something that 
was not intended. 

3. But I want us to look a Stephen through all these accusations: 
a) (15)  And all who sat in the council, looking steadfastly at him, saw 

his face as the face of an angel. 
(1) You would have to be pretty self-consumed to look into the face of 

an angel and treat him like the devil! 
(2) I would guess at this point, these men knew – deep down in their 

hearts that they were wrong, but they were in too deep and too 
proud to admit it. 
 

B. I want to close with a brief comment on serving. 
 
1. Remember - Luk 16:10-11 NKJV  He who is faithful in what is least is faithful 

also in much; and he who is unjust in what is least is unjust also in much.  
(11)  Therefore if you have not been faithful in the unrighteous mammon, 
who will commit to your trust the true riches? 

2. Don’t be afraid to serve.  It is an honorable thing!  
a) Remember it is the Lord we are serving – not the church or even the 

people.  It is the Lord. 
b) Yes it is sometimes hard, disappointing, and tiring work – but if we are not 

willing to “wait on tables” how will all the work get done? 
c) We must remember that the fewer laborers – the more work for those that 

are willing to serve. 
3. And don’t despise the day of small things. 

a) The Lord knows our heart and sees our value, and as in the parable of the 
talents: 
(1) If we are faithful with a few things, He will put us in charge of many 

things;  Mat 25:21                 
 
 “There was a man who paused in front of a small-town doctor’s house and asked the little boy 
playing on the steps, ‘Is your daddy home?’  ‘No,’ said the little boy, ‘he’s not here!’  ‘Well, where do 
you think I could find him?’ the man asked.  ‘The little guy thought about it for a few seconds and said, 
‘you’ve got to look someplace where people are sick, or hurt, or something like that.  I don’t know 
where he is, but I know he is out helping someone somewhere!’”  - Louis Albert Banks 
 

(2) What an awesome witness that dad was to his son! 


