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ACTS 05:12-42 
HUMBLY RELENTLESS 

 
I. INTRODUCTION 

 
A. The purity and power of the early church threatened  

1. Persecution from the outside, hypocrisy from the inside 
2. Ananias and Sapphira – sold a certain possession – presented part of that to the 

apostles and held the rest back for themselves 
a) Wanted to appear generous without the inconvenience of being generous 

(1) Ulterior motives for being a part of this new movement - didn’t see 
the message of the gospel as an opportunity for God to change 
their desires, it was just another avenue to have their desires met  

b) The sin wasn’t the amount – it was trying to appear to be something they 
were not – Jesus invites us to come as you are but don’t try to be 
something you are not 

B. God takes their lives 
1. Principle of precedence - God makes a strong statement at one point in time to 

be remembered and applied to all points of time. 
2. Hypocrisy leads to spiritual death – stands in the way of our own spiritual growth 

and it stands in the way of the mission of the church  
a) The church isn’t a theater – it is a hospital. There’s no healing in 

pretending like everything is okay 
C. Acts 5:11 So great fear came upon all the church and upon all who heard these things. 

1. The message had been sent and had been received – there is no place for 
hypocrisy in the body of Christ 

 
Acts 5:12 And through the hands of the apostles many signs and wonders were done among 
the people. And they were all with one accord in Solomon’s Porch. 13 Yet none of the rest 
dared join them, but the people esteemed them highly. 14 And believers were increasingly 
added to the Lord, multitudes of both men and women, 15 so that they brought the sick out 
into the streets and laid them on beds and couches, that at least the shadow of Peter passing 
by might fall on some of them. 16 Also a multitude gathered from the surrounding cities to 
Jerusalem, bringing sick people and those who were tormented by unclean spirits, and they 
were all healed. 
 
II. YOUR KINGDOM COME 

A. Through the hands of the apostles 
1. Not because of the hands of the apostles, or by the hands of the apostles – but 

through their hands  
2. They were instruments for the work and ministry of Jesus – a point we cannot 

ignore – it was not about them  
a) The religious leaders asked “By what power or by what name have you 

done this?” Peter said “by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom 
you crucified” 

3. Robert Murray M’Cheyne once said, “It is not great minds, it is not great plans, it 
is not great ideas God uses. It is great likeness to Jesus Christ.” 



B. The miraculous – prescriptive or descriptive?  
1. A great work of God marked by the power of God – when God is doing a new 

work, we see clusters of the miraculous  
2. The mighty works performed by Jesus and then the apostles 

a) What was the purpose of the miracles? – despite what some would 
suggest – it wasn’t to prove His divinity  

b) The Kingdom of God was at hand – a Kingdom where the brokenhearted 
are healed, the captives are set free, the blind can see, and liberty is given  
to the oppressed  

c) A Kingdom where men are set free and made whole – the miracles of 
Jesus and the apostles marked a new age for humanity – the Kingdom of 
Heaven was at hand  
(1) Luke 17:20 Now when He was asked by the Pharisees when 

the kingdom of God would come, He answered them and said, 
“The kingdom of God does not come with observation; 21 nor 
will they say, ‘See here!’ or ‘See there!’ For indeed, the 
kingdom of God is within you.” 

(2) Jesus regularly affirmed that the Kingdom of God was already 
present in his own person and ministry – that was the message of 
so many of His teachings and parables  

3. That is what we see through the signs and wonders of the apostles – an 
invitation into a new Kingdom – the Kingdom of God  

C. Yet none of the rest dared join them but them people esteemed them highly 
1. People esteemed them highly 

a) Early Christians were well thought of, they were respected - Acts 2:47 
says they found favor with all the people – above reproach – well thought 
of – people of integrity 
(1) Yet none of the rest dared to join them  

2. What kept the people away despite this undeniable display of power and 
authority  

D. Fear of the people – John 9 – Jesus had healed a blind man and the created quite the 
controversary amongst the Pharisees 

a) They had brought his parents before them and asked “How does he see?”  
b) John 9:20 His parents answered them and said, “We know that this is 

our son, and that he was born blind; 21 but by what means he now 
sees we do not know, or who opened his eyes we do not know. He is 
of age; ask him. He will speak for himself.” 22 His parents said these 
things because they feared the Jews, for the Jews had agreed 
already that if anyone confessed that He was Christ, he would be put 
out of the synagogue 

c) In Acts 4 – the rulers of the Sanhedrin threatened the apostles but 
released them  

E. Fear of God – word spread of Ananias and Sapphira and the surely made people think 
twice 
1. That fear reflected a misunderstanding about God – similar to Peter’s response 

when Jesus called Him – depart from me, I am a sinful man or Isaiah’s response 
to a vision of the glory of God – “Woe is me, for I am undone! Because I am a 
man of unclean lips.” 

2. Jesus came to save sinners – to heal the sick. It’s those who think they are well 
and have no need for a physician – those who place their confidence in their 
wealth or their positions or their legalism – that was who that warning was for 
a) Don’t approach God if you are going to hold something back  



b) The evangelical church has made a grave error by making church 
comfortable at all costs  

c) We want to be inviting and welcoming but not at the cost of sacrificing the 
message of the gospel and the conviction of the Holy Spirit  
(1) Sin should be uncomfortable in the presence of God – there is a 

reason God is described as a refining fire – the Spirit of God will 
convict – will call us to repentance   

d) We cannot and will not massage people into the Kingdom of God through 
a Sunday spa experience 
(1) “14 And believers were increasingly added to the Lord,” 

 
17 Then the high priest rose up, and all those who were with him (which is the sect of the 
Sadducees), and they were filled with indignation, 18 and laid their hands on the apostles and 
put them in the common prison. 19 But at night an angel of the Lord opened the prison doors 
and brought them out, and said, 20 “Go, stand in the temple and speak to the people all the 
words of this life.” 21 And when they heard that, they entered the temple early in the morning 
and taught. But the high priest and those with him came and called the council together, with 
all the elders of the children of Israel, and sent to the prison to have them brought. 
 
III. THE KINGDOM OPPOSED 

A. Wherever the Kingdom grows, the Kingdom will be opposed 
1. We see a gradual increase in the intensity of the persecution  
2. The disciples were threatened, and they kept on preaching, now they are thrown 

into prison 
3. Filled with indignation –- Jealousy, envy – same thing that fueled Saul’s rage 

when they praised David for his victories – the enemy’s playground 
B. The Lord has a sense of humor 

1. The Sadducees did not believe in the supernatural – they didn’t believe in the 
resurrection of the dead and they didn’t believe in angels  

2. Who sets the apostles free – an angel 
a) Who tells them to go back to the temple and keep preaching? An angel  

C. What are they to preach?  
1. All the words of this life – What life? Get up early, go to work, come home, eat 

dinner, go to sleep? 
2. This life – the Way, the Truth, and the Life – the abundant life – the eternal life – 

Jesus said in John 10: 10 The thief does not come except to steal, and to 
kill, and to destroy. I have come that they may have life, and that they may 
have it more abundantly. 
a) Life in the Kingdom of God under the rule and reign of God – go and 

speak to the people about this life 
b) They already know about the other life – they’ve lived it, they’ve 

experienced it, every morning they wake up to it and they are exhausted 
by it and if they are willing to lose it, they will find true life in the name of 
Jesus 

D. Despite the increased pressure the message of the gospel continues 
1. That’s exactly what Jesus told Peter - I will build my church, and the gates of hell 

shall not prevail against it. 
2. Nothing will stand in the way of the Kingdom of God moving forward – it is the 

only Kingdom that will never be shaken  
 
22 But when the officers came and did not find them in the prison, they returned and reported, 
23 saying, “Indeed we found the prison shut securely, and the guards standing outside before 



the doors; but when we opened them, we found no one inside!” 24 Now when the high priest, 
the captain of the temple, and the chief priests heard these things, they wondered what the 
outcome would be. 25 So one came and told them, saying, “Look, the men whom you put in 
prison are standing in the temple and teaching the people!” 26 Then the captain went with the 
officers and brought them without violence, for they feared the people, lest they should be 
stoned. 27 And when they had brought them, they set them before the council. And the high 
priest asked them, 28 saying, “Did we not strictly command you not to teach in this name? 
And look, you have filled Jerusalem with your doctrine, and intend to bring this Man’s blood 
on us!” 29 But Peter and the other apostles answered and said: “We ought to obey God rather 
than men. 30 The God of our fathers raised up Jesus whom you murdered by hanging on a 
tree. 31 Him God has exalted to His right hand to be Prince and Savior, to give repentance to 
Israel and forgiveness of sins. 32 And we are His witnesses to these things, and so also is the 
Holy Spirit whom God has given to those who obey Him.” 33 When they heard this, they were 
furious and plotted to kill them. 
 
IV. CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE 

A. A lot of discussion about civil disobedience today 
1. Something in us that wants to rebel – wants to stick it to the man – we see a sign 

on the grass that says don’t walk in the grass, we want to walk in the grass  
a) Careful not to spiritualize our rebellious nature and call the consequences 

persecution  
b) Romans 13:1 Let every soul be subject to the governing authorities. 

For there is no authority except from God, and the authorities that 
exist are appointed by God. 2 Therefore whoever resists the 
authority resists the ordinance of God, and those who resist will 
bring judgment on themselves. 3 For rulers are not a terror to good 
works, but to evil. Do you want to be unafraid of the authority? Do 
what is good, and you will have praise from the same. 4 For he is 
God’s minister to you for good. But if you do evil, be afraid; for he 
does not bear the sword in vain; for he is God’s minister, an avenger 
to execute wrath on him who practices evil. 5 Therefore you must be 
subject, not only because of wrath but also for conscience’ sake. 
6 For because of this you also pay taxes, for they are God’s 
ministers attending continually to this very thing. 7 Render therefore 
to all their due: taxes to whom taxes are due, customs to whom 
customs, fear to whom fear, honor to whom honor. 

2. There comes a time and place where we simply cannot do what those in 
authority are asking us to do  

3. Examples 
a) Moses’ parents  
b) Rahab and the spies  
c) Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah (Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego) 

refused to worship the golden image built by Nebuchadnezzar 
d) Daniel refused to stop praying to the Lord his God 

B. We ought to obey God rather than men. 
1. We are a people lead by God’s Word (Not I feel, but God has said)  
2. We must be willing to accept the consequences (easy to stand up and preach 

this message, there may be a time when it is not)  
3. Must be done with humility and gentleness  

C. Peter uses this as another opportunity to share the message of gospel 
1. The God of our fathers raised up Jesus whom you murdered by hanging on a 

tree. Him God has exalted to His right hand to be Prince and Savior, to give 



repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins. And we are His witnesses to these 
things, and so also is the Holy Spirit whom God has given to those who obey 
Him.” 

D. When they heard this, they were furious and plotted to kill them. 
1. Literally “cut to the quick” – sawn in two 
2. Stephen’s message – “they were cut to the heart” – God’s Word has that effect – 

Heb 4:12 KJV “For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper 
than any twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul 
and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts 
and intents of the heart.” 

3. They asked for this! When Pilate refused to crucify Christ, they demanded it! 
When Pilate realized noting but the death of Jesus would satisfy the crowds, he 
took water and washed his hands and said “I am innocent of this man’s blood” 
a) The people cried out “His blood be on us and our children!” 

4. We all bear responsibility for the death of Jesus – but no one took His life from 
Him, He gave it freely for us 
a) That was Peter’s message, despite being responsible there was still an 

opportunity for repentance and forgiveness 
b) These men were unwilling to hear that message 

 
34 Then one in the council stood up, a Pharisee named Gamaliel, a teacher of the law held in 
respect by all the people, and commanded them to put the apostles outside for a little while. 
35 And he said to them: “Men of Israel, take heed to yourselves what you intend to do 
regarding these men. 36 For some time ago Theudas rose up, claiming to be somebody. A 
number of men, about four hundred, joined him. He was slain, and all who obeyed him were 
scattered and came to nothing. 37 After this man, Judas of Galilee rose up in the days of the 
census, and drew away many people after him. He also perished, and all who obeyed him were 
dispersed. 38 And now I say to you, keep away from these men and let them alone; for if this 
plan or this work is of men, it will come to nothing; 39 but if it is of God, you cannot overthrow 
it—lest you even be found to fight against God.” 40 And they agreed with him, and when they 
had called for the apostles and beaten them, they commanded that they should not speak in 
the name of Jesus, and let them go. 41 So they departed from the presence of the 
council, rejoicing that they were counted worthy to suffer shame for His name. 42 And daily in 
the temple, and in every house, they did not cease teaching and preaching Jesus as the Christ 
 
 
V. FOOLISH WISDOM 

A. Ga-maliel – a teacher of the law held in respect by all the people 
1. Sadducees held the power due to their relationship with the Roman Empire, the 

Pharisees still had great influence over the people  
a) Pharisees held a number of seats on the Jewish High court  

2. Of all the Pharisees, Gamaliel was the most respected 
a) Known as the master teacher, an expect of the law – carried the title “The 

Beauty of the Law” 
b) In Acts 22 we learn that the Paul was mentored by Gamaliel  

3. When this man speaks, people listen 
B. There seems to be a lot of wisdom in what he has to say 

1. There has been a number of men who claimed to be something, and they were 
not – and all of their movements amounted to nothing once they were killed 
a) Jesus has been killed – this will eventually die out 

2. but if it is of God, you cannot overthrow it—lest you even be found to fight against 
God. 



C. Seems reasonable right? Commendable even.  
1. Despite his political savvy, this man was a fool.  
2. Expert in the law? An expert in the Old Testament scriptures?  
3. An expert in the law would have known that Jesus was the Messiah – that He 

was the fulfillment of all the prophets spoke of  
a) Jesus words to Nicodemus – explain the need to be born again – without 

being born again you cannot see God 
(1) Nicodemus didn’t understand – Jesus said “Are you the teacher of 

Israel and yet you don't understand these things?  
b) Jesus took the two disciples on the road to Emmaus back through the Old 

Testament to explain that all of these things had to take place 
(1) Later that night He told His disciples - “This is what I told you while I 

was still with you: Everything must be fulfilled that is written about 
me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.” 

4. A true expert of the law would have known – this is the Messiah, this is the one 
we have been waiting, the is the prophets spoke of 
a) Tolerating the gospel will not save a man – surrendering to it will  

D. They have the disciples beaten, told the disciples to keep their mouths shut, and they let 
them go 
1. They left rejoicing that they were counted worthy to suffer shame for His name 
2. And they didn’t stop 


