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ACTS  
 

Chapter 04:23-37 
AN OUTPOURING OF POWER & GRACE 

 
I. INTRODUCTION 

 
A. In our last study of Acts – Peter and John were held in jail over night for the healing of 

the lame man. 
 
1. It was late in the afternoon when they arrested them, so they held them over ‘til 

the next day when all the “big wigs” could be there to hear the case. 
2. They wanted to know (in 4:7) “By what power or by what name have you 

done this?” 
a) Peter proceeded to tell them that it was the same Jesus they had crucified 

that had done this miracle. 
b) But perhaps even more importantly – he explained that this same Jesus 

was the “Cornerstone” of everything! 
(1) Without Him – nothing would be “right!” 
(2) And that is certainly true!  Without Jesus nothing quite seems to 

“fit”. 
 

B. I trust that you remember that the Sadducees hated the mention of the resurrection 
because they did not believe that there was life after death. 
 
1. So, you see this lame man, standing in front of them posed a threat to their belief 

system. 
2. They were stuck!  They couldn’t deny the healing because it was right in front of 

them. 
3. And they couldn’t do anything to Peter and John at that moment because the 

crowd was so worked up about the miracle. 
a) If they had punished them for doing this wonderful thing they would have 

been viewed as denying God. 
b) The best they could do was threatening them not to speak anymore in the 

name of Jesus, and let them go. 
(1) Of course, Peter and John - refuse to accept those terms. 

 
C. That is where we ended our study and where we will pick it up this morning. 

 
II. ACT 4:23 NKJV  AND BEING LET GO, THEY WENT TO THEIR OWN COMPANIONS AND 

REPORTED ALL THAT THE CHIEF PRIESTS AND ELDERS HAD SAID TO THEM. 
 
A. It is always a good idea when you face trials or when the Lord has used you in an 

awesome way, to have someone you are accountable to! 
 
1. First of all – it keeps us from thinking we are something that we are not. 

a) Because there is nothing like a good friend to keep you humble. 
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2. And secondly - how can people pray with and for us if they don’t know what is 

going on in our lives? 
a) It is at these moments (extreme highs and extreme lows) that we are the 

most vulnerable. 
b) This is exactly what the disciples did – they went back to their friends and 

those good friends PRAYED! 
 

III. ACT 4:24-30 NKJV  SO WHEN THEY HEARD THAT, THEY RAISED THEIR VOICE TO GOD 
WITH ONE ACCORD AND SAID: "LORD, YOU ARE GOD, WHO MADE HEAVEN AND 
EARTH AND THE SEA, AND ALL THAT IS IN THEM,  (25)  WHO BY THE MOUTH OF 
YOUR SERVANT DAVID HAVE SAID: 'WHY DID THE NATIONS RAGE, AND THE PEOPLE 
PLOT VAIN THINGS?  (26)  THE KINGS OF THE EARTH TOOK THEIR STAND, AND THE 
RULERS WERE GATHERED TOGETHER AGAINST THE LORD AND AGAINST HIS 
CHRIST.'  (27)  "FOR TRULY AGAINST YOUR HOLY SERVANT JESUS, WHOM YOU 
ANOINTED, BOTH HEROD AND PONTIUS PILATE, WITH THE GENTILES AND THE 
PEOPLE OF ISRAEL, WERE GATHERED TOGETHER  (28)  TO DO WHATEVER YOUR 
HAND AND YOUR PURPOSE DETERMINED BEFORE TO BE DONE.  (29)  NOW, LORD, 
LOOK ON THEIR THREATS, AND GRANT TO YOUR SERVANTS THAT WITH ALL 
BOLDNESS THEY MAY SPEAK YOUR WORD,  (30)  BY STRETCHING OUT YOUR HAND 
TO HEAL, AND THAT SIGNS AND WONDERS MAY BE DONE THROUGH THE NAME OF 
YOUR HOLY SERVANT JESUS." 
 
A. I would like to point out 3 very important “ingredients” in this simple prayer: 

 
1. (24) “… they lifted their voices to God with one accord and said, "O Lord, it 

is You who MADE THE HEAVEN AND THE EARTH AND THE SEA, AND ALL 
THAT IS IN THEM,  ” 
a) Peter didn’t take credit, John didn’t take credit, and this group of their 

friends surely didn’t let them take the credit for this miracle.  Everything 
was turned back to the Lord! 

2. (27)  "For truly in this city there were gathered together against Your holy 
servant Jesus, whom You anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, along 
with the Gentiles and the peoples of Israel,  (28)  to do whatever Your hand 
and Your purpose predestined to occur.   
a) They “re-focused”.  Meaning they got their eyes off themselves and 

acknowledged that this wasn’t about them at all!  It was about Jesus.  This 
was persecution of Jesus and it had all been predicted!  

3. (29)  "And now, Lord, take note of their threats, and grant that Your bond-
servants may speak Your word with all confidence,  (30)  while You extend 
Your hand to heal, and signs and wonders take place through the name of 
Your holy servant Jesus." 
a) Notice they did not even ask for the persecution to stop or even lighten up! 
b) They simply asked for “stronger backs.” 

(1) They asked the Lord to “poor in on”, with even greater signs and 
wonders. 
(a) You know – it’s hard to go wrong with a prayer like that.  

Look at the results. 
 

IV. ACT 4:31 NKJV  AND WHEN THEY HAD PRAYED, THE PLACE WHERE THEY WERE 
ASSEMBLED TOGETHER WAS SHAKEN; AND THEY WERE ALL FILLED WITH THE 
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HOLY SPIRIT, AND THEY SPOKE THE WORD OF GOD WITH BOLDNESS. 

 
A. Many other places in scripture when “they were filled with the Holy Spirit”, they 

spoke in other tongues.  Here they spoke the word of God with boldness! 
 
1. This is perhaps an even greater gift and of more use for the ministry that lies 

before them. 
2. The result of this prayer is far reaching, as we will see. 

 
V. ACT 4:32 NKJV  NOW THE MULTITUDE OF THOSE WHO BELIEVED WERE OF ONE 

HEART AND ONE SOUL; NEITHER DID ANYONE SAY THAT ANY OF THE THINGS HE 
POSSESSED WAS HIS OWN, BUT THEY HAD ALL THINGS IN COMMON. 

 
A. As a result of what was going on, the Christians developed a “communal” heart and 

lifestyle. 
 
1. There was such a feeling of belonging and unity that they began to sell what they 

had and lay it at the Apostles’ feet for using any way they saw fit. 
a) I would like to point out that this was not necessarily a “mandate” from the 

Lord. 
(1) He did not specifically tell them to do this – they just felt led to do 

this out of love for the Lord and each other. 
 

VI. ACT 4:33-37 NKJV  AND WITH GREAT POWER THE APOSTLES GAVE WITNESS TO THE 
RESURRECTION OF THE LORD JESUS. AND GREAT GRACE WAS UPON THEM ALL.  
(34)  NOR WAS THERE ANYONE AMONG THEM WHO LACKED; FOR ALL WHO WERE 
POSSESSORS OF LANDS OR HOUSES SOLD THEM, AND BROUGHT THE PROCEEDS 
OF THE THINGS THAT WERE SOLD,  (35)  AND LAID THEM AT THE APOSTLES' FEET; 
AND THEY DISTRIBUTED TO EACH AS ANYONE HAD NEED.  (36)  AND JOSES, WHO 
WAS ALSO NAMED BARNABAS BY THE APOSTLES (WHICH IS TRANSLATED SON OF 
ENCOURAGEMENT), A LEVITE OF THE COUNTRY OF CYPRUS,  (37)  HAVING LAND, 
SOLD IT, AND BROUGHT THE MONEY AND LAID IT AT THE APOSTLES' FEET. 
 
A. The Lord answered their prayers “big time” – and great power was given to the 

Apostles for the purpose of witnessing. 
 
1. The power was not given to them – for themselves – but for the glory of the Lord! 

a) This was what Jesus was trying to instill in Peter at the foot-washing 
ceremony. 
(1) If Peter couldn’t get past the humility and pride issues – he would 

take the glory!  It appears that Jesus was successful in Peter’s 
training. 

(2) How appropriate it is that the word “grace” is used in verse 33. 
(a) Remember “grace” is getting what is not deserved. 
(b) The miracles through the Apostles were not “deserved” and 

not “earned”.  They were simply an act of God’s grace. 
 

B. Once again we see the overwhelming sense of community. 
 
1. People were so touched with love for each other that they often sold everything 
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they had, just to turn around and give it away so that others could share in their 
blessings. 

2. One such man was Barnabas.  What an awesome thing to be known as “the son 
of encouragement.” 
 

VII. CONCLUSION 
 
A. Next week we will see that not everyone shared the same heart as Barnabas! 

 
1. Some wanted to look as noble and sacrificing as Barnabas, but just didn’t have 

the right heart.  One such couple was Ananias and Sapphira. 
a) The Apostle Paul tell us in 2Co 9:6-7 NKJV  But this I say: He who 

sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and he who sows bountifully 
will also reap bountifully.  (7)  So let each one give as he purposes in 
his heart, not grudgingly or of necessity; for God loves a cheerful 
giver. 
(1) If we dump a lot of seeds in the ground during planting time, come 

harvest, we will have a good crop. 
(2) If we are loving people, it is likely that we will have people that love 

us in return. 
(3) If we are a friendly person, we will have friends. 

(a) The principle is solid!  If you sow a lot – you will reap a lot! 
(i) But notice the Apostle goes on to say that if giving 

doesn’t bring us joy – if we resent it or feel pressured 
into it, the motivation would be wrong. 

(ii) These dear first century saints couldn’t help 
themselves.  They were thrilled with being a blessing 
to each other. 


