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ACTS 
 
Q. What do they call pastors in Germany? 
A. German Shepherds. 
 

Chapter 04:01-22 
RELIGIOUS ORDER DISTURBED 

 
I. INTRODUCTION 

A. In our study of the book of Acts, Peter and John have just healed the lame man at the 
Gate called Beautiful. 

1. As you may remember they were headed into the Temple for the evening prayer, 
so the man joined them leaping and bouncing and hanging on them. 

2. Of course this drew a great deal of attention, which Peter used as an opportunity 
to preach the Gospel. 

3. He didn’t hesitate to let everyone know that it was Jesus that had done this 
miracle. 
a) The same Jesus they had allowed to be crucified! 
b) And he called them to repentance – that is where we left off in our last 

teaching. 
(1) Now the last time Peter did this – over 3,000 people got saved! 
(2) But not everyone is happy about what he says this time! 

 
II. ACTS 4:1-2 (NKJV) NOW AS THEY SPOKE TO THE PEOPLE, THE PRIESTS, THE 

CAPTAIN OF THE TEMPLE, AND THE SADDUCEES CAME UPON THEM, (2) BEING 
GREATLY DISTURBED THAT THEY TAUGHT THE PEOPLE AND PREACHED IN JESUS 
THE RESURRECTION FROM THE DEAD 

A.  “The Sadducees did not believe in a resurrection or in any personal immortality, and 
they denied angels and spirits.” ("Sadducees," Microsoft® Encarta® Online Encyclopedia 2000 
http://encarta.msn.com © 1997-2000 Microsoft Corporation. All rights reserved.) 

1. “The Sadducees rejected the Oral Law and claimed to profess only the Written 
Law. Their name meant righteous ones. The Sadducees did not hold to any 
Messianic hope, did not believe in the resurrection of the body or the existence of 
a spirit world. Sadducees believed that God had little interest in the people. They 
were very political from the standpoint of being willing to do whatever it took to 
preserve their lifestyle, wealth and position. As a result, they, too, were against 
Jesus, seeing him as a direct threat.” (http://www.suite101.com/article.cfm/919/17227) 
a) People spend their entire lives trying to gain security, and resent anything 

that threatens that security. 
(1) The Sadducees were no different. 
(2) Their entire “system” was built on “self-righteousness” (righteous 

ones) without the existence of God. 
(3) To believe that God had done this miracle or that Jesus had risen 

from the grave would mess up everything and they weren’t about to 
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let that happen. 
(a) What is interesting is that the priests and the Sadducees 

believed in entirely different things, but they come together 
when they feel threatened! 

(4) So here is the result of their combined fear and power! 
 

III. ACTS 4:3-7 (NKJV) AND THEY LAID HANDS ON THEM, AND PUT THEM IN CUSTODY 
UNTIL THE NEXT DAY, FOR IT WAS ALREADY EVENING. (4) HOWEVER, MANY OF 
THOSE WHO HEARD THE WORD BELIEVED; AND THE NUMBER OF THE MEN CAME 
TO BE ABOUT FIVE THOUSAND. (5) AND IT CAME TO PASS, ON THE NEXT DAY, THAT 
THEIR RULERS, ELDERS, AND SCRIBES, (6) AS WELL AS ANNAS THE HIGH PRIEST, 
CAIAPHAS, JOHN, AND ALEXANDER, AND AS MANY AS WERE OF THE FAMILY OF 
THE HIGH PRIEST, WERE GATHERED TOGETHER AT JERUSALEM. (7) AND WHEN 
THEY HAD SET THEM IN THE MIDST, THEY ASKED, “BY WHAT POWER OR BY WHAT 
NAME HAVE YOU DONE THIS 

A. The church is growing rather rapidly!  3,000 the last time Peter preached and 5,000 
saved now - but it wasn’t without cost! 

1. It was too late in the early evening for a hearing so they throw them in jail! 
2. The next day – all the “big wigs” show up including Annas and Caiaphas the 2 

High Priests – according to Luke 3:2. 
a) Annas was the father-in-law of Caiaphas and no longer the reigning priest, 

but retained the title out of respect. 
(1) So, he shows up along with the others, to see how this is going to 

play out. 
b) They want to know the “Power” behind the miracle!  

(1) Actually they really don’t want to know – because Peter has already 
told them it was Jesus. 

(2) You may remember a similar question the “big wigs” asked of 
Jesus in Matthew 21:23 (NKJV) Now when He came into the 
temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people 
confronted Him as He was teaching, and said, "By what 
authority are You doing these things? And who gave You this 
authority?"  
(a) Well, once again that was all Peter needed.  (Please keep in 

mind that this is the same Peter that didn’t have enough 
courage to stand up for the Lord before he received the 
Baptism in the Holy Spirit! 
 

IV. ACTS 4:8-10 NKJV THEN PETER, FILLED WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT, SAID TO THEM, 
“RULERS OF THE PEOPLE AND ELDERS OF ISRAEL: (9) IF WE THIS DAY ARE JUDGED 
FOR A GOOD DEED DONE TO A HELPLESS MAN, BY WHAT MEANS HE HAS BEEN 
MADE WELL, (10) LET IT BE KNOWN TO YOU ALL, AND TO ALL THE PEOPLE OF 
ISRAEL, THAT BY THE NAME OF JESUS CHRIST OF NAZARETH, WHOM YOU 
CRUCIFIED, WHOM GOD RAISED FROM THE DEAD, BY HIM THIS MAN STANDS HERE 
BEFORE YOU WHOLE. 

A. Now, Peter knows that he is talking to a group that pretty much gets heated when you 
mention the resurrection but he does it any way! 
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1. And notice once again he blames them for the crucifixion of Christ and gives 

Jesus the glory for this healing of the lame man!! 
a) Now, he is going to make Jesus the center of “everything”. 

 
V. ACTS 4:11-12 (NKJV) THIS IS THE ‘STONE WHICH WAS REJECTED BY YOU BUILDERS, 

WHICH HAS BECOME THE CHIEF CORNERSTONE. ’ (12) NOR IS THERE SALVATION IN 
ANY OTHER, FOR THERE IS NO OTHER NAME UNDER HEAVEN GIVEN AMONG MEN 
BY WHICH WE MUST BE SAVED. 

A. Peter was quoting directly from Psa 118:22 (NKJV) The stone which the builders 
rejected Has become the chief corner stone. With which he knew - as Scribes & 
Priests – they would be familiar! 

1.  Isaiah 28:16 (NKJV) Therefore thus says the Lord God: “Behold, I lay in 
Zion a stone for a foundation, A tried stone, a precious cornerstone, a sure 
foundation; Whoever believes will not act hastily 

2. Mat 21:42-43 (NKJV)  Jesus *said to them, “Have you never read in the 
Scriptures: ‘The stone which the builders rejected Has become the chief 
cornerstone. This was the Lord's doing, And it is marvelous in our eyes’?”  
(43) “ Therefore I say to you, the kingdom of God will be taken from you 
and given to a nation bearing the fruits of it. 
a) Peter had heard Jesus say this, but NOW he owns it! 

(1) He knew that salvation was in Jesus and Jesus alone! 
(2) But I don’t think that Peter fully understood - that what was 

happening to him and John right now - was part of the fulfillment of 
Matthew 21:43. 
(a) The Jews he was preaching to were rejecting the Messiah 

and salvation would be passed to the Gentiles! 
 

VI. ACT 4:13-14 (NKJV)  NOW WHEN THEY SAW THE BOLDNESS OF PETER AND JOHN, 
AND PERCEIVED THAT THEY WERE UNEDUCATED AND UNTRAINED MEN, THEY 
MARVELED. AND THEY REALIZED THAT THEY HAD BEEN WITH JESUS. (14) AND 
SEEING THE MAN WHO HAD BEEN HEALED STANDING WITH THEM, THEY COULD 
SAY NOTHING AGAINST IT. 

A. What an awesome testimony! 

1. It was obvious to them that these men had “been with Jesus.” 
a) They had a boldness that was not their own. 
b) They spoke of things too great for themselves. 
c) And the miracle of their trust in Christ was standing right there in front of 

them (the lame man). 
(1) Can people tell that we have been with Jesus? 
(2) Exo 34:29 (NKJV) Now it was so, when Moses came down from 

Mount Sinai (and the two tablets of the Testimony were in 
Moses’ hand when he came down from the mountain), that 
Moses did not know that the skin of his face shone while he 
talked with Him. 
(a) We change when we sit at the feet of Jesus! 
(b) Not just “knowing” Him, or knowing “about” Him – because 

the Priests and Sadducees knew Jesus, but Peter and John 
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had been “with” him! 
 

VII. ACT 4:15-18 (NKJV)  BUT WHEN THEY HAD COMMANDED THEM TO GO ASIDE OUT OF 
THE COUNCIL, THEY CONFERRED AMONG THEMSELVES, (16) SAYING, “WHAT SHALL 
WE DO TO THESE MEN? FOR, INDEED, THAT A NOTABLE MIRACLE HAS BEEN DONE 
THROUGH THEM IS EVIDENT TO ALL WHO DWELL IN JERUSALEM, AND WE CANNOT 
DENY IT. (17) BUT SO THAT IT SPREADS NO FURTHER AMONG THE PEOPLE, LET US 
SEVERELY THREATEN THEM, THAT FROM NOW ON THEY SPEAK TO NO MAN IN THIS 
NAME.” (18) SO THEY CALLED THEM AND COMMANDED THEM NOT TO SPEAK AT 
ALL NOR TEACH IN THE NAME OF JESUS. 

A. They couldn’t deny the miracle – he was standing right in front of them! 

1. But if word of this got out it would ruin their reputations, social positions and 
financial status.  They wanted everyone coming to them! 
a) So the best they can do is threaten Peter and John to not use the name of 

Jesus any more.  Why? 
(1) Well I would have to bring you back to Acts 4:11-12 (NKJV) This 

is the ‘stone which was rejected by you builders, which has 
become the chief cornerstone. ’ (12) Nor is there salvation in 
any other, for there is no other name under heaven given 
among men by which we must be saved. 

(2) Have you noticed that in our world also – on TV we have men 
kissing men, women kissing women; you can become famous for 
being a transvestite, we have TV shows that show dead – 
decapitated and dissected bodies, TV shows about satan, demons 
and spells, but no one wants you to mention the name of Jesus! 
(a) Why – because He is God! 

 
171: A "SERMON" ON A STEEPLE                    
           
          Charles Trumbull tells of a man who refused to go and hear the Word of God.  One day his wife 
said to her preacher, "Jim is a good fellow, but he doesn't have much use for church."  "Please give 
your husband my greetings and tell him I hope to see him soon," replied the pastor.  Later she told 
the minister, "Jim said that if you want to see him you'll just have to go to where is.  He won't come to 
hear you preach."  "I think I'll visit him right now," he replied.  "That'll be a little difficult," the man's 
wife, "because he's working on the steeple of a church." Nevertheless the pastor went to the site 
immediately, climbed up several ladders, and finally reached the worker at the top of the spire.  He 
told the man of God's redeeming love, and that Christ had died for his sins. As a result of that visit, 
Jim received the Lord Jesus as his Savior a short time later.  When his friends asked him about his 
changed life, he answered, "You can't help but listen to someone who'll climb 200 feet to the top of a 
steeple to talk to you about Christ." 
 
VIII. CONCLUSION 

A. Act 4:19-22 (NKJV)  But Peter and John answered and said to them, “Whether it is 
right in the sight of God to listen to you more than to God, you judge. (20) For we 
cannot but speak the things which we have seen and heard.” (21) So when they 
had further threatened them, they let them go, finding no way of punishing them, 
because of the people, since they all glorified God for what had been done. (22) 
For the man was over forty years old on whom this miracle of healing had been 



 5 
performed 

1. The “social pressure” was too great for them to punish Peter and John. 
a) The masses were praising God for the miracle that had been wrought 

upon this 40+ year-old man. 
(1) If they punished Peter and John it would appear as though they did 

not believe in God or His ability to heal. 
(a) So they threatened them again – even more severely and 

then let them go. 
(b) But please notice – Peter and John, very nicely, told them 

that would not stop preaching in the name of Jesus! 
 

B. Next week we will look at the disciple’s prayer that followed their release and the result 
of that prayer. 
 
 
 


