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ACTS 
 
Q. What do they call pastors in Germany? 
A. German Shepherds. 
 

Chapter 03 
WHAT IS YOUR GREATEST NEED? 

 
The story is told that the pope was counting the silver and gold coins in his coffers one day when 
Thomas Aquinas walked in. "Greetings, Thomas," he said as he gleefully held up some coins for 
Thomas to see. "We can no longer say, silver and gold have we none, now can we?" 
Thomas looked at the pope and said, "And neither can we say, "In the Name of Jesus Christ of 
Nazareth, rise up and walk." -Jon Courson 

 
I. INTRODUCTION 

 
A. This morning we see how the Holy Spirit begins to work in the lives of the Apostles. 

 
1. They are being transformed into “powerhouses” for the work of the Lord. 
2. Peter goes from betrayal to preacher/evangelist and miracle worker in a matter of 

days! 
 

II. ACT 3:1-3 NKJV  NOW PETER AND JOHN WENT UP TOGETHER TO THE TEMPLE AT 
THE HOUR OF PRAYER, THE NINTH HOUR.  (2)  AND A CERTAIN MAN LAME FROM HIS 
MOTHER'S WOMB WAS CARRIED, WHOM THEY LAID DAILY AT THE GATE OF THE 
TEMPLE WHICH IS CALLED BEAUTIFUL, TO ASK ALMS FROM THOSE WHO ENTERED 
THE TEMPLE;  (3)  WHO, SEEING PETER AND JOHN ABOUT TO GO INTO THE TEMPLE, 
ASKED FOR ALMS. 
 
A. It is the ninth hour – which is 3 P.M.  That would be the hour of prayer associated with 

the evening sacrifice in the temple.  John & Peter are on their way there. 
 
1. It is not uncommon at all – even today in Jerusalem – to see the lame begging 

for food and/or money. 
a) This man’s friends or family placed him at the most appropriate place to 

beg – at the gate Beautiful – where people must enter and exit. 
(1) So, in a sense – he was at his daily job. 

(a) 40 years old (Acts 4:22) 
2. I would like to point out a few things about this man:   

a) The world had rejected him as a real man, so he also believed that he was 
less of a man. 

b) He thought his greatest need was money and since he was lame, he 
decided this was the best way to get it. 

c) And the only faith that this man had left was the faith to believe that this 
was the best he could do – that this was all he would ever be – a beggar! 
(1) But - he is in for the surprise of his life! 

 
III. ACT 3:4-5 NKJV  AND FIXING HIS EYES ON HIM, WITH JOHN, PETER SAID, "LOOK AT 
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US."  (5)  SO HE GAVE THEM HIS ATTENTION, EXPECTING TO RECEIVE SOMETHING 
FROM THEM. 
 
A. Peter wanted to make sure that he had the man’s attention, which he got because the 

guy expected to receive some money. 
 
1. Human nature is so predictable.  You mention money or toys and our eyes light 

up and we listen! 
2. I find it interesting that the word used here for “fixing” or “fastening” – which 

describes how Peter and John looked at the man, means this: 
a) It actually comes from 2 words “Alpha” and “Teino”.  Alpha comes from 

the first letter of the Greek alphabet and means “beginning”.  Teino 
means, “…to stretch”. 

b) At this point I would have to say that it is Peter and John’s faith that is 
“beginning to stretch”, not the lame man’s.  He doesn’t have a clue what is 
going on - yet.  His focus is material! 
 

IV. ACT 3:6 NKJV  THEN PETER SAID, "SILVER AND GOLD I DO NOT HAVE, BUT WHAT I 
DO HAVE I GIVE YOU: IN THE NAME OF JESUS CHRIST OF NAZARETH, RISE UP AND 
WALK." 
 
A. Now, I would like you to think about this from the perspective of the lame man. 

 
1. Human nature being what it is - I don’t think he heard much of anything past, “I 

do not have any silver and gold.” 
2. This man, like a lot of people, thinks that his greatest need is money! 

a) But Peter and John are about to give him something that is worth much 
more than silver or gold! 
(1) I would imagine that right about now he is thinking, “OK, if you have 

no gold or silver just keep moving so I can ask the next guy coming 
through the gate.” 
 

V. ACT 3:7 NKJV  AND HE TOOK HIM BY THE RIGHT HAND AND LIFTED HIM UP, AND 
IMMEDIATELY HIS FEET AND ANKLE BONES RECEIVED STRENGTH. 
 
A. Notice there was no “razzle-dazzle”.  There was no “fanfare” and no “circus act”.  In one 

simple, yet miraculous act of faith, Peter gave this man Jesus and reached down and 
lifted him up and he was healed. 
 
1. Isn’t it interesting that Peter didn’t knock nor blow him down, nor push him down 

– he lifted him up! 
a) The man was already about as low as he could get. 
b) He has been knocked down and push down all of his life. 

2. It is very important that we understand that it was not Peter or John that did the 
healing.  It was Jesus! 
a) I would like to remind us all of a couple of verses from Mat 17:22-23 

NKJV  Now while they were staying in Galilee, Jesus said to them, 
"The Son of Man is about to be betrayed into the hands of men,  (23)  
and they will kill Him, and the third day He will be raised up." And 
they were exceedingly sorrowful. 
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(1) They were sorrowful because they thought that His death would 

be the end.  But now here in Acts Chapter 3 – Peter and John are 
showing that Jesus is very much alive! 

(2) And I find it interesting that the Lord did not give the man what he 
wanted, he gave him what he needed! 
 

VI. ACT 3:8-11 NKJV  SO HE, LEAPING UP, STOOD AND WALKED AND ENTERED THE 
TEMPLE WITH THEM—WALKING, LEAPING, AND PRAISING GOD.  (9)  AND ALL THE 
PEOPLE SAW HIM WALKING AND PRAISING GOD.  (10)  THEN THEY KNEW THAT IT 
WAS HE WHO SAT BEGGING ALMS AT THE BEAUTIFUL GATE OF THE TEMPLE; AND 
THEY WERE FILLED WITH WONDER AND AMAZEMENT AT WHAT HAD HAPPENED TO 
HIM.  (11)  NOW AS THE LAME MAN WHO WAS HEALED HELD ON TO PETER AND 
JOHN, ALL THE PEOPLE RAN TOGETHER TO THEM IN THE PORCH WHICH IS CALLED 
SOLOMON'S, GREATLY AMAZED. 
 
A. Does this guy seem a little excited to you? 

 
1. Remember Peter and John are headed into the Temple for the evening worship -

so the man joins them. 
2. Needless to say, the people who have seen him day in and day out at the Gate 

Beautiful are amazed and want to know what has happened. 
a) This is fertile ground for the gospel to be preached and Peter isn’t going to 

miss the opportunity! 
 

VII. ACT 3:12 NKJV  SO WHEN PETER SAW IT, HE RESPONDED TO THE PEOPLE: "MEN OF 
ISRAEL, WHY DO YOU MARVEL AT THIS? OR WHY LOOK SO INTENTLY AT US, AS 
THOUGH BY OUR OWN POWER OR GODLINESS WE HAD MADE THIS MAN WALK? 
 
A. Peter and John are very quick to put the attention back where it belongs – on the Lord 

not themselves. 
 
1. I want to point out once again the error of the misconception that Peter was the 

first Pope. 
a) Peter wants no part of the praise and glory.  He wants the Lord to have it 

all.  He makes it clear that they are but messengers. 
 

VIII. ACT 3:13-16 NKJV  THE GOD OF ABRAHAM, ISAAC, AND JACOB, THE GOD OF OUR 
FATHERS, GLORIFIED HIS SERVANT JESUS, WHOM YOU DELIVERED UP AND DENIED 
IN THE PRESENCE OF PILATE, WHEN HE WAS DETERMINED TO LET HIM GO.  (14)  
BUT YOU DENIED THE HOLY ONE AND THE JUST, AND ASKED FOR A MURDERER TO 
BE GRANTED TO YOU,  (15)  AND KILLED THE PRINCE OF LIFE, WHOM GOD RAISED 
FROM THE DEAD, OF WHICH WE ARE WITNESSES.  (16)  AND HIS NAME, THROUGH 
FAITH IN HIS NAME, HAS MADE THIS MAN STRONG, WHOM YOU SEE AND KNOW. 
YES, THE FAITH WHICH COMES THROUGH HIM HAS GIVEN HIM THIS PERFECT 
SOUNDNESS IN THE PRESENCE OF YOU ALL. 
 
A. Peter ties Jesus into Abraham, Isaac and Jacob – the Jews’ own ancestry, then 

proceeds to tell them they “blew it” when they delivered him up to Pilate for crucifixion. 
 
1. In other words, Jesus was not a “threat” to all the promises of their forefathers, 
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but a “fulfillment” of all that the Lord promised. 
a) And here they had the physical proof that He was and is God! 
b) These men knew deep down that Peter and John could not have done 

this. 
 

IX. ACT 3:17 NKJV  "YET NOW, BRETHREN, I KNOW THAT YOU DID IT IN IGNORANCE, AS 
DID ALSO YOUR RULERS. 
 
A. Peter reassures them that he knows they did this out of ignorance.  They simply didn’t 

know any better!  (They should have, but they didn’t) 
 
1. Jesus had given them the same grace: Luk 23:33-34 NKJV  And when they 

had come to the place called Calvary, there they crucified Him, and the 
criminals, one on the right hand and the other on the left.  (34)  Then Jesus 
said, "Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they do." And they 
divided His garments and cast lots. 

 
X. ACT 3:18-26 NKJV  BUT THOSE THINGS WHICH GOD FORETOLD BY THE MOUTH OF 

ALL HIS PROPHETS, THAT THE CHRIST WOULD SUFFER, HE HAS THUS FULFILLED.  
(19)  REPENT THEREFORE AND BE CONVERTED, THAT YOUR SINS MAY BE BLOTTED 
OUT, SO THAT TIMES OF REFRESHING MAY COME FROM THE PRESENCE OF THE 
LORD,  (20)  AND THAT HE MAY SEND JESUS CHRIST, WHO WAS PREACHED TO YOU 
BEFORE,  (21)  WHOM HEAVEN MUST RECEIVE UNTIL THE TIMES OF RESTORATION 
OF ALL THINGS, WHICH GOD HAS SPOKEN BY THE MOUTH OF ALL HIS HOLY 
PROPHETS SINCE THE WORLD BEGAN.  (22)  FOR MOSES TRULY SAID TO THE 
FATHERS, 'THE LORD YOUR GOD WILL RAISE UP FOR YOU A PROPHET LIKE ME 
FROM YOUR BRETHREN. HIM YOU SHALL HEAR IN ALL THINGS, WHATEVER HE 
SAYS TO YOU.  (23)  AND IT SHALL BE THAT EVERY SOUL WHO WILL NOT HEAR 
THAT PROPHET SHALL BE UTTERLY DESTROYED FROM AMONG THE PEOPLE.'  (24)  
YES, AND ALL THE PROPHETS, FROM SAMUEL AND THOSE WHO FOLLOW, AS MANY 
AS HAVE SPOKEN, HAVE ALSO FORETOLD THESE DAYS.  (25)  YOU ARE SONS OF 
THE PROPHETS, AND OF THE COVENANT WHICH GOD MADE WITH OUR FATHERS, 
SAYING TO ABRAHAM, 'AND IN YOUR SEED ALL THE FAMILIES OF THE EARTH 
SHALL BE BLESSED.'  (26)  TO YOU FIRST, GOD, HAVING RAISED UP HIS SERVANT 
JESUS, SENT HIM TO BLESS YOU, IN TURNING AWAY EVERY ONE OF YOU FROM 
YOUR INIQUITIES." 
 
A. The nation of Israel was on the verge of a great judgment. In A.D. 70 Titus, the Roman 

general, came with his army and destroyed the city. It is estimated that over a million 
people perished, and the rest were sold into slavery throughout the Roman Empire. 
Judgment did come upon these people. – J. Vernon McGee – E-Sword Commentary 
 

XI. CONCLUSION 
 
A. Peter calls for them to repent! 

 
1. The Jews were expecting 2 people – a prophet and a messiah. 

a) Peter reassures them that Jesus was the fulfillment of both - and that 
Jesus was EVERYTHING their ancestors had spoken of and promised – 
yet they had killed him.  They needed to repent! 
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b) But notice also that Peter reassures them that this wonderful opportunity 

to see and hear the gospel and the miracles of God came to them first! 
(1) THEN – all of the families of the earth would be blessed. 

(a) Rom 1:16 NKJV  For I am not ashamed of the gospel of 
Christ, for it is the power of God to salvation for 
everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also for the 
Greek. 
 

B. Next week in our study of Chapter 4 – we will see the results of Peter’s preaching and 
the beginning of the persecution for speaking the truth! 
 

Peter had no money to offer but he performed a miracle. The church today no longer says, "Silver 
and gold have I none," but neither can she say, "Rise and walk." Men, money, and movements, there 
are aplenty but few miracles. –Havner 
 
In the tiny compartment of a passenger train sat a young lieutenant in uniform. Next to him sat his 
commanding officer, a crusty old general. Across from him sat a beautiful young lady. Next to her was 
her grandmother. As the hours passed, an attraction developed between the young lieutenant and the 
young lady. They were laughing and talking and enjoying the trip when suddenly the train went 
through a long dark tunnel. Midway through the darkness, the sound of a kiss was followed by the 
smack of a slap. 
As the train emerged from the tunnel, the four travelers looked at one another with a variety of 
expressions. The young lady was delighted that the lieutenant would kiss her at that moment, but 
puzzled as to why her grandmother would slap him. The grandmother was angry that the lieutenant 
had the audacity to kiss her granddaughter, but grateful to the general who slapped the young man in 
line. The general was proud of his lieutenant for kissing the young lady, but confused and smarting 
from the slap of the young girl. The lieutenant was hardly able to contain the laughter within him, as 
he alone knew what had actually transpired in the tunnel. Under the cover of darkness, he had seized 
the moment to kiss the girl and smack the general. 
Seize the moment, folks! Watch for the moment of the miraculous when the Lord will use you in this 
dark tunnel of time to slap the Enemy in the face, as you heal a hurting world. -Jon Courson 
 

1. As we live our lives and raise our children, they are going to think that their 
greatest needs are money and material things – like this man at the gate. 
a) But their greatest need is Jesus.  Don’t EVER substitute Jesus for things! 
b) Put Him first and let the “things” come from His hand. 


