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ACTS 

 

 

How Will They Hear? 

Acts 2:16-47 

 

I. Christ the Head 

a. The events in the first 15 verses of Acts 2 usher in a new era of God’s relationship with 

His creation  

i. In the Old Testament God made His presence known through the tabernacle and 

the temple 

1. In the Gospels He made His presence known through Jesus  

ii. In a single moment, with the sound of a mighty rushing wind and tongues of fire 

descending on the apostles, the Spirit of God came and made His home in the 

hearts of His followers 

iii. What does it mean to be filled with the Spirit of God? 

1. Being filled with the fullness of God is like a bottle in the ocean. You take 

the cork out of the bottle and sink it in the ocean, and you have the bottle 

completely full of ocean, but the bottle contains only a little bit of the 

ocean. So it is with the Christian.' We are filled unto the fullness of God, 

but of course, we cannot contain all of God because God contains us; but 

we can have all of God that we can contain. If we only knew it, we could 

enlarge our vessel. The vessel gets bigger as we go on with God." Dr. A.B. 

Simpson 

b. Acts is not the story of Peter or the story of Paul, they would be the first to tell us that 

i. Acts is the continued account of Jesus Christ, the only thing that has changed is 

His body 

1. 1Co 12:26-27  If one member suffers, all suffer together; if one member 

is honored, all rejoice together.  (27)  Now you are the body of Christ and 

individually members of it. 

2. Rom 12:4-5 For just as we have many members in one body and all the 

members do not have the same function, so we, who are many, are one 

body in Christ, and individually members one of another. 

3. Col 1:18 He is also head of the body, the church; and He is the 

beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that He Himself will come to 

have first place in everything.  

a. Paul makes it a point to include this truth in almost all of His letters 

to the churches 

ii. Although the early church wasn’t perfect it was effective, we have a lot to learn 

about what it means to be the body of Christ 

1. Our lesson starts with one of the earliest recorded evangelical sermons 

2. Have you ever wondered why a church service looks the way it does? 

a. Is it even biblical? 
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b. In the book of Acts there are at least 19 Christian speeches or 

sermons, eight by Peter, one by Stephen, one by James, and nine by 

Paul 

c. Rom 10:12-15  For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; 

for the same Lord is Lord of all, bestowing his riches on all who 

call on him.  (13)  For "everyone who calls on the name of the 

Lord will be saved."  (14)  How then will they call on him in whom 

they have not believed? And how are they to believe in him of 

whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without 

someone preaching?  (15)  And how are they to preach unless they 

are sent? As it is written, "How beautiful are the feet of those who 

preach the good news!" 

i. Preaching is not and should not be isolated to church services, 

as we will in the remainder of this chapter  

ii. Preach - to proclaim or make known, to give earnest advice,  

to advocate, to give earnest advice – we are all preachers! 

1. Remember the context, Peter isn’t preaching at a 

church service, he’s preaching at Marti Gras 

 

II. Preach the Word 

 

Act 2:14-47  But Peter, standing with the eleven, lifted up his voice and addressed them: "Men of 

Judea and all who dwell in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and give ear to my words.  (15)  For 

these people are not drunk, as you suppose, since it is only the third hour of the day.  (16)  But this is 

what was uttered through the prophet Joel:  (17)  "'And in the last days it shall be, God declares, 

that I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and 

your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams;  (18)  even on my male 

servants and female servants in those days I will pour out my Spirit, and they shall prophesy.  (19)  

And I will show wonders in the heavens above and signs on the earth below, blood, and fire, and 

vapor of smoke;  (20)  the sun shall be turned to darkness and the moon to blood, before the day of 

the Lord comes, the great and magnificent day.  (21)  And it shall come to pass that everyone who 

calls upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.'   

 

a. Look at the foundation Peter lays -  “this is what the prophet Joel said” and what you are 

seeing is the fulfillment of Joel’s prophecy 

i. God’s word should always be the foundation of our preaching, personal and 

public. If we can’t tie our words and actions back to scripture there’s a problem. 

ii. That is where the church has gotten itself into a lot of trouble – at best we have 

neglected the Word of God, at worst we have denied it’s authority 

b. “In the last days I will pour out my Spirit” 

i. Which He has done – which means we are in the last days! 

ii. Pour out My Spirit – not a drizzle, not a sprinkle, we’re talking a summer 

monsoon downpour   

1. Do we get the impression that there is a downpour of God’s Spirit in our 

lives? 

2. No? Why? Either God is a liar or we haven’t given God the freedom to 

both reign and rain in our lives 



a. That result of God reigning and raining in our lives – we know Him, 

and we make Him known 

i. That is the very definition of prophecy, sharing the mind and 

heart of God – which is exactly what Peter is doing 

III. Seeker Friendly? 

 

(22)  "Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God with mighty 

works and wonders and signs that God did through him in your midst, as you yourselves know— 

(23)  this Jesus, delivered up according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified 

and killed by the hands of lawless men.  (24)  God raised him up, loosing the pangs of death, because 

it was not possible for him to be held by it.  (25)  For David says concerning him, "'I saw the Lord 

always before me, for he is at my right hand that I may not be shaken;  (26)  therefore my heart was 

glad, and my tongue rejoiced; my flesh also will dwell in hope.  (27)  For you will not abandon my 

soul to Hades, or let your Holy One see corruption.  (28)  You have made known to me the paths of 

life; you will make me full of gladness with your presence.'  (29)  "Brothers, I may say to you with 

confidence about the patriarch David that he both died and was buried, and his tomb is with us to 

this day.  (30)  Being therefore a prophet, and knowing that God had sworn with an oath to him that 

he would set one of his descendants on his throne,  (31)  he foresaw and spoke about the 

resurrection of the Christ, that he was not abandoned to Hades, nor did his flesh see corruption.  

(32)  This Jesus God raised up, and of that we all are witnesses.  (33)  Being therefore exalted at the 

right hand of God, and having received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, he has 

poured out this that you yourselves are seeing and hearing.  (34)  For David did not ascend into the 

heavens, but he himself says, "'The Lord said to my Lord, "Sit at my right hand,  (35)  until I make 

your enemies your footstool."'  (36)  Let all the house of Israel therefore know for certain that God 

has made him both Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom you crucified."   

 

a. Now Peter turns His attention to the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus 

i. Preaching must have its foundation on the Word of God and must be centered on 

the person of Jesus – who He is and what He has done 

1. Peter tells the crowd that Jesus confirmed His deity with mighty works and 

wonders and signs, that He performed in their midst 

2. He was delivered up and crucified, not by man, not by Judas, not by Roman 

soldiers but by God Himself 

a. God so loved the world the He gave! 

3. God raised Jesus from the dead, because death could simply not hold Him – 

(32) This Jesus God raised up, and of that we all are witnesses. 

ii. Then Peter turns back to the Word of God, back to the Psalms more specifically, 

and reinforces that Jesus is the fulfillment of King David’s prophecy 

b. In the midst of all of this Peter says something that the flies in the face of that “watered 

down” gospel that is preached at so many churches today 

i. He opens and closes his sermon with this statement – “This Jesus, whom you 

crucified” 

ii. The reality is many of these men and women weren’t even around for the 

crucifixion of Jesus. They had come from distant towns and villages. But this 

didn’t make what Peter said any less true. 

iii. Until we take personal responsibility for the death of Jesus we can’t share in the 

life of Jesus 



1. Romans tells us the wages of sin is death. Jesus paid the price for my sin. I 

deserved what He received.  

a. Mel Gibson appears for a moment in his film The Passion of the 

Christ 

2. Col 1:21-22  And you, who once were alienated and enemies in your mind 

by wicked works, yet now Jesus has reconciled  (22)  in the body of His 

flesh through death, to present you holy, and blameless, and above 

reproach in His sight 

IV. What Shall We do? 

 

(37)  Now when they heard this they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the 

apostles, "Brothers, what shall we do?"   

 

a. Now we see the result of Spirit led, scripturally grounded, Gospel centered preaching 

i. “What shall we do?” 

ii. "The test of a preacher is that his congregation goes away saying not, "What a 

lovely sermon! but, "I will do something." Billy Graham 

1. Effective preaching causes every hearer to make a decision for Christ 

2. It may not always be the right decision but it is still a decision 

a. Even indecision is a decision  

b. All of us will make a decision for Christ this morning – to reject 

Him or to respond…how do we respond? 

 

(38)  And Peter said to them, "Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ 

for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.  (39)  For the promise 

is for you and for your children and for all who are far off, everyone whom the Lord our God calls 

to himself."  (40)  And with many other words he bore witness and continued to exhort them, saying, 

"Save yourselves from this crooked generation."  (41)  So those who received his word were 

baptized, and there were added that day about three thousand souls.   

 

b. Repent and be baptized – receive the Holy Spirit – allow God to come and make His 

home within you 

i. Save yourselves from this broken generation by accepting Jesus as your savior 

 

(42)  And they devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of 

bread and the prayers.  (43)  And awe came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were 

being done through the apostles.  (44)  And all who believed were together and had all things in 

common.  (45)  And they were selling their possessions and belongings and distributing the proceeds 

to all, as any had need.  (46)  And day by day, attending the temple together and breaking bread in 

their homes, they received their food with glad and generous hearts,  (47)  praising God and having 

favor with all the people. And the Lord added to their number day by day those who were being 

saved. 

 

c. Now we see the purity of the early church 

i. They were students of the Word, they hung out together, and they prayed together 

ii. They shared what they had, they were generous 

1. And the Lord added to their number day by day 



2. Do we want this? Then make a decision to let God reign in your life and He 

will pour out His Spirit 


