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ACTS 
 

The Promise Received 

Acts 2:1-15 

 

 

I. Misconceptions Regarding Acts 

a. Called the Acts of the Apostles 

i. More accurately titled the continued Acts of Jesus 

ii. We often separate the Gospels from the book of Acts when in fact Acts is a 

continuation of the ministry of Jesus 

1. His ministry is now performed through His new body, the church 

2. Remember, Jesus didn’t create a mission for His church, He created the 

church for His mission 

b. “Why isn’t the church today like it was in Acts?” 

i. The early church wasn’t a perfect church 

ii. John Stott writes “There is a danger lest we romanticize the early church, speaking 

of it with bated breath as if it had no blemishes. For then we shall miss the 

rivalries, hypocrisies, immoralities and heresies which troubled the church then as 

now. Nevertheless, one thing is certain. Christ’s church had been overwhelmed by 

the Holy Spirit, who thrust it out to witness.” 

iii. The early church wasn’t perfect but it was effective in bringing people into the 

Kingdom of God 

1. Why? Act 1:8  But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come 

upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea 

and Samaria, and to the end of the earth." 

a. Because it walked in the power that it had received 

b. You will receive power and you will witness – the entire book of 

Acts summed up in one verse 

i. Whether it was Peter or Paul or any of the other apostles they 

were effective because they walked in the power of God’s 

Holy Spirit 

ii. They understood their complete dependence on God’s Holy 

Spirit and they embraced it 

iii. If we can walk away with the understanding of one 

foundational truth from our study in the book of Acts it has to 

be our absolute need for dependence on the Holy Spirit 

iv. The Holy Spirit cannot be neglected  

 

Act 2:1-15  When the day of Pentecost arrived, they were all together in one place.   

 

II. The Day of Pentecost 

a. Pentecost, also known to the Jews as the “Feast of Weeks” was, as Jon Courson puts it,  a 

celebration, a commemoration, and an illustration 
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i. Celebration – took place in early spring, celebrated the end of the winter harvest – 

you could call it a harvest party 

1. Men, women, and children would come from all over to celebrate this event 

a. Luke writes in verse 5 that “devout men from every nation under 

heaven” were there 

2. When we think of a religious celebration we probably think of a quiet 

reserved event but Pentecost during this time was more similar to Mardi 

Gras than it was to grandma’s birthday party 

a. Mardi Gras also has its roots in a religious celebration 

b. Understanding the setting helps to better understand the wonderful 

miracle that is about to take place in this chapter  

ii. Commemoration – Pentecost also commemorated the anniversary of Moses 

receiving the law at Mount Sinai  

1. Moses received the law from God and wrote it down on two stone tablets 

50 days after the Passover 

2. The Jews commemorated this event by bringing two loaves of bread, which 

represented the two stone tablets, as an offering 

iii. Illustration – 3,000 people died the day Moses was given the law  

1. On this day here in Acts Chapter 2, on the day the Spirit of God is given, 

3,000 people were be saved  

2. 2 Cor 3:4 And we have such trust through Christ toward God. 5 Not that 

we are sufficient of ourselves to think of anything as being from 

ourselves, but our sufficiency is from God, 6 who also made us sufficient 

as ministers of the new covenant, not of the letter but of the Spirit; for the 

letter kills, but the Spirit gives life. 

a. The Old Covenant required a perfect righteousness that could not be 

achieved by any man, so in turn it brought condemnation 

b. The New Covenant imparts salvation through the perfect 

righteousness of Jesus 

i. That’s the message we will see Peter and Paul bring 

throughout the book of Acts by the direction and authority of 

the Spirit of God 

III. Wind and Fire 

  

(2)  And suddenly there came from heaven a sound like a mighty rushing wind, and it filled the 

entire house where they were sitting.  (3)  And divided tongues as of fire appeared to them and rested 

on each one of them.  (4)  And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other 

tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance.   

 

a. God makes His home in us 

i. Words cannot express how wonderful this event 

ii. Joh 14:23  Jesus answered and said to him, "If anyone loves Me, he will keep 

My word; and My Father will love him, and We will come to him and make Our 

home with him. 

1. What happens here is the fulfillment of Jesus’ words 

iii. 1Co 6:18-20  Flee sexual immorality. Every sin that a man does is outside the 

body, but he who commits sexual immorality sins against his own body.  (19)  Or 

do you not know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, 



whom you have from God, and you are not your own?  (20)  For you were 

bought at a price; therefore glorify God in your body and in your spirit, which 

are God's. 

b. This is a significant event in human history  

i. The Lord is very specific in how He introduces this new chapter of His 

relationship with man 

1. Sound of a mighty rushing wind - represented power 

a. “You will receive power” the breathe of God, same breathe that 

spoke all things into creation, the same breathe that breathed life into 

the nostrils of Adam – “Gen 2:7 God formed man of the dust of the 

ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man 

became a living being.” 

b. The breathe of God brings life into that which was dead 

2. Tongues of fire resting on each of them 

a. Fire represents purification - Luk 3:16  John answered, saying to 

all, "I indeed baptize you with water; but One mightier than I is 

coming, whose sandal strap I am not worthy to loose. He will 

baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 

b. The Holy Spirit is a refiners fire, transforming us, burning away the 

things that do not belong 

3. Speaking in other tongues 

a. Speaking words of life the cut deep to the heart of men, not effective 

because of their eloquence but effective because they are the words 

of God Himself 

ii. These are the events that proceed the salvation of 3,000 men and women and this 

is why we are so dependent of the Spirit of God if we are to gain even 1 inch for 

His Kingdom 

1. John Stott  writes “Without the Holy Spirit, Christian discipleship would be 

inconceivable, even impossible. There can be no life without the life-giver, 

no understanding without the Spirit of truth, no fellowship without the unity 

of the Spirit, no Christlikeness of character apart from his fruit, and no 

effective witness without his power. As a body without breath is a corpse, 

so the church without the Spirit is dead.”  

c. How do we get more of the Spirit? 

i. Do we need to wait in an upper room for a mighty rushing wind and tongues of 

fire? This was a special event that hasn’t been seen again. 

1. Luk 11:5-13  And He said to them, "Which of you shall have a friend, 

and go to him at midnight and say to him, 'Friend, lend me three loaves;  

(6)  for a friend of mine has come to me on his journey, and I have 

nothing to set before him';  (7)  and he will answer from within and say, 

'Do not trouble me; the door is now shut, and my children are with me in 

bed; I cannot rise and give to you'?  (8)  I say to you, though he will not 

rise and give to him because he is his friend, yet because of his 

persistence he will rise and give him as many as he needs.  (9)  "So I say 

to you, ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and 

it will be opened to you.  (10)  For everyone who asks receives, and he 

who seeks finds, and to him who knocks it will be opened.  (11)  If a son 

asks for bread from any father among you, will he give him a stone? Or if 



he asks for a fish, will he give him a serpent instead of a fish?  (12)  Or if 

he asks for an egg, will he offer him a scorpion?  (13)  If you then, being 

evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will 

your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him!" 

a. We ask, we plead, we push aside any doubt of God’s intentions 

b. John 3 we read God gives the Spirit without measure  

ii. There are no secret words or phrases, there is no secret hand gesture, God 

responds to a sincere heart, a sincere desire for more of Him 

1. Luke refers to the promise, the gift, the baptism, the power and the fullness 

of the Spirit. Don’t get hung up on the terms. The fact is there is no 

substitute for being filled and walking in the Spirit of God and if you desire 

it ask knowing you will receive. 

IV. The Courage Granted by the Holy Spirit 

 

(5)  Now there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, devout men from every nation under heaven.  (6)  

And at this sound the multitude came together, and they were bewildered, because each one was 

hearing them speak in his own language.  (7)  And they were amazed and astonished, saying, "Are 

not all these who are speaking Galileans?  (8)  And how is it that we hear, each of us in his own 

native language?  (9)  Parthians and Medes and Elamites and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and 

Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia,  (10)  Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging 

to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome,  (11)  both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabians—we hear 

them telling in our own tongues the mighty works of God."  (12)  And all were amazed and 

perplexed, saying to one another, "What does this mean?"  (13)  But others mocking said, "They are 

filled with new wine."  (14)  But Peter, standing with the eleven, lifted up his voice and addressed 

them: "Men of Judea and all who dwell in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and give ear to my 

words.  (15)  For these people are not drunk, as you suppose, since it is only the third hour of the 

day. 

 

a. Galileans had a reputation of being uncultured, so when the crowds heard them speaking 

in each of their own languages that peaked their interest 

i. When they pressed in closer they heard the apostles proclaiming the mighty works 

of God 

ii. All were amazed and perplexed – they asked one another “what does this mean?” 

1. This is the question that life of all believers should cause the world to ask, 

what does this mean? 

a. The Spirit filled and led life is amazing and perplexing but right now 

the body of Christ is nothing more than average and plain 

b. Even though the miracle was obvious some people mocked the apostles 

i. “They’re just drunk” – why would they say this? 

1. They apostles were not out of control, their speech was not slurred, there 

was no physical evidence of intoxication except for one 

2. Alcohol is often called liquid courage.  It’s known to lower the walls of 

inhibition.  

a. These same apostles were just recently hiding away for fear of the 

Jews, no they were boldly proclaiming the wonderful works of God 

b. It must be alcohol, they got the party started early! 

c. Alcohol provides a false sense of courage, the kind of courage that 

tells a guy my size that I can take a professional linebacker in a fight 



3. The courage the apostles received was true courage 

a. Not courage in themselves but an understanding of the God who 

goes before them 

i. Fear is a powerful force and often paralyzes us, keeps us from 

experiencing God, keeps us from stepping out into all that 

God has prepared for us 

b. The Spirit of God is the remedy for fear  

c. 2Ti 1:6-7  For this reason I remind you to fan into flame the gift of 

God, which is in you through the laying on of my hands,  (7)  for 

God gave us a spirit not of fear but of power and love and self-

control. 

c. Peter tells them it’s only 9am, they’re not drunk, let me explain to you what they are 

saying – to be continued….. 


