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ACTS 
 

THE WORK CONTINUES  
Acts 01 

 
I. The Book of Acts 

A. The Book of Acts  
i. Often referred to as the Acts of the Apostles, is a continuation of Luke’s original 

gospel 
ii. His opening statement in verse 1 - The former account I made, O Theophilus, of 

all that Jesus began both to do and teach – points back to his original gospel 
which he opened with the statement  

1. Luke 1:3  it seemed good to me also, having had perfect 
understanding of all things from the very first, to write to you an 
orderly account, most excellent Theophilus, 4 that you may know the 
certainty of those things in which you were instructed. 

iii. In the same way the gospel of Luke was written to Theophilus to detail the life 
and ministry of Jesus Christ, Luke, the beloved physician, pens this historical 
account of the early life of the church 

1. Important to understand the genre in front of us – Luke was concerned 
about providing a historically accurate account of the events proceeding 
the ascension of Jesus Christ 

2. With any historical narrative in scripture we must ask the question – is 
what we are reading prescriptive or descriptive?  

a. Is Luke explaining or exhorting? Without this approach we may 
believe that God only speaks through burning bushes or donkeys or 
that speaking in tongues is evidence of receiving the Holy Spirit  

b. Or, as we will see today, that the best way to appoint leadership is 
a form of paper, rock, scissors  

B. As we approach Acts, important to point out the romanticism we approach it with – Easy 
to think this is the church in its purest form 

i. Early Christians selling all they had and living together in perfect harmony 
1. That is until the widows get overlooked during the daily meals and then a 

married couple lies about selling everything they have just to make a 
name for themselves and the Lord strikes them dead (Peter’s subtle 
segregation that Paul calls out) 

ii. John Stott writes "There is a danger lest we romanticize the early church, 
speaking of it with bated breath as if it had no blemishes. For then we shall miss 
the rivalries, hypocrisies, immoralities and heresies which troubled the church 
then as now. Nevertheless, one thing is certain. Christ's church had been 
overwhelmed by the Holy Spirit, who thrust it out to witness.” 

1. The early church was far from perfect, but it was effective in bringing 
people into the Kingdom of God 

Acts 1:1 The former account I made, O Theophilus, of all that Jesus began both to do and 
teach, 2 until the day in which He was taken up, after He through the Holy Spirit had given 



commandments to the apostles whom He had chosen, 3 to whom He also presented Himself 
alive after His suffering by many infallible proofs, being seen by them during forty days and 
speaking of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God.  
 

II. The Ascension  
A. Infallible proofs  

i. We are dealing with history – ancient Greek texts providing multiple eyewitness 
accounts of what Jesus said and did 

ii. And the impact that He had on His followers – distinct change from the gospels 
to the book of Acts 

1. Because of what happened during those 40 days and then at Pentecost in 
the upper room  

iii. The disciples saw and experienced something that changed them from fearful 
men hiding behind closed doors to bold messengers of the gospel, willing to die 
to deliver the truth that they had witnessed 

 
4 And being assembled together with them, He commanded them not to depart from 
Jerusalem, but to wait for the Promise of the Father, “which,” He said, “you have heard from 
Me; 5 for John truly baptized with water, but you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit not 
many days from now.”  
 

B. The book of Acts is often referred to as the Acts of the Apostles 

i. The interesting thing is the only time we really see the apostles together as a 
group is in the first chapter 

ii. The Luke’s narrative moves to Peter and John and then the remainder of the 
book focuses primarily on Paul’s missionary journey  

iii. I’ve often thought it more appropriate to call the book the Acts of the Holy Spirit 
but as I began to study it again that title seemed to place Jesus and God the 
Father on the sidelines  

C. wait for the Promise of the Father, “which,” He said, “you have heard from Me; for 
John truly baptized with water, but you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit 

i. The perfect unity within the Godhead 
1. God sends the Son, the Son sends the Spirit – so without complicating 

matters too much I’ve landed on the Acts of the Triune God  
 

6 Therefore, when they had come together, they asked Him, saying, “Lord, will You at this time 
restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7 And He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or 
seasons which the Father has put in His own authority. 8 But you shall receive power when 
the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all 
Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” 9 Now when He had spoken these things, 
while they watched, He was taken up, and a cloud received Him out of their sight. 10 And while 
they looked steadfastly toward heaven as He went up, behold, two men stood by them in white 
apparel, 11 who also said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand gazing up into heaven? This 
same Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will so come in like manner as you saw 
Him go into heaven.” 
 

III. The Ascension 
A. We can be hard on the disciples for asking the question, but how many are asking that 

same question today?  
i. “Lord, is now the time? Are you coming now?” 

1. Jesus’ gentle rebuke “Don’t worry about that, worry about my mission.” 



2. Prophecy in its proper place presses us further into His mission – 
prophecy out of place paralyzes us, distracts us from mission  

a. Some people are so obsessed with eschatology that they lose sight 
of their mission  

B. They looked steadfastly toward heaven  
i. “Why are you staring up towards heaven? He’ll come back the same way that He 

came.” 
ii. Just as Daniel prophesied in Daniel 7:13 NIV “In my vision at night I looked, 

and there before me was one like a son of man, coming with the clouds of 
heaven. He approached the Ancient of Days and was led into his presence. 
14 He was given authority, glory and sovereign power; all nations and 
peoples of every language worshiped him. His dominion is an everlasting 
dominion that will not pass away, and his kingdom is one that will never be 
destroyed. 

iii. Rev 1:7 Behold, He is coming with clouds, and every eye will see Him, 
even they who pierced Him. And all the tribes of the earth will mourn 
because of Him. Even so, Amen. 

iv. You have your mission – Jesus said you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit 
has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all 
Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth 

1. That’s a lot of ground to cover! Get moving! 
C. This command is capped off by Jesus’ public ascension 

i. When we think about the significant events in the gospel narrative we think of the 
crucifixion “Good Friday” and the resurrection “Easter Sunday” 

ii. The gospel story is incomplete without the ascension of Christ 
1. Through the ascension Jesus takes His rightful place as King – Peter 

writes in the third chapter of his first letter – He has gone into heaven and 
is at the right hand of God, angels and authorities and powers having 
been made subject to Him. 

2. He continues His work of upholding the universe – the author of Hebrews 
writes - He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his 
nature, and he upholds the universe by the word of his power. After 
making purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty 
on high 

3. He prays for us - Heb 4:14 Seeing then that we have a great High 
Priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, 
let us hold fast our confession. 15 For we do not have a High Priest 
who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but was in all points 
tempted as we are, yet without sin. 16 Let us therefore come boldly 
to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to 
help in time of need. 

iii. Without the ascension the church would not have its mission or the power to 
carry out that mission- John 16:7 Nevertheless I tell you the truth. It is to your 
advantage that I go away; for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come 
to you; but if I depart, I will send Him to you. 

D. The Book of Acts starts with Jesus leaving – the physical body of Christ ascending into 
heaven,  

i. This doesn’t mark the end of His ministry; it marks the continuation of His 
ministry through His new body – the church 

ii. The ascension is an invitation to share in the life and ministry of Jesus – to be 
His hands and feet as a community of believers 
 



12 Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a 
Sabbath day’s journey. 13 And when they had entered, they went up into the upper room 
where they were staying: Peter, James, John, and Andrew; Philip and Thomas; Bartholomew 
and Matthew; James the son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot; and Judas the son of James. 
14 These all continued with one accord in prayer and supplication, with the women and Mary 
the mother of Jesus, and with His brothers. 15 And in those days Peter stood up in the midst 
of the disciples (altogether the number of names was about a hundred and twenty), and said, 
16 “Men and brethren, this Scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit spoke before by 
the mouth of David concerning Judas, who became a guide to those who arrested Jesus; 
17 for he was numbered with us and obtained a part in this ministry.” 18 (Now this man 
purchased a field with the wages of iniquity; and falling headlong, he burst open in the middle 
and all his entrails gushed out. 19 And it became known to all those dwelling in Jerusalem; so 
that field is called in their own language, Akel Dama, that is, Field of Blood.) 20 “For it is 
written in the Book of Psalms: ‘Let his dwelling place be desolate, And let no one live in it’; 
and, ‘Let another take his office.’ 21 “Therefore, of these men who have accompanied us all 
the time that the Lord Jesus went in and out among us, 22 beginning from the baptism of John 
to that day when He was taken up from us, one of these must become a witness with us of His 
resurrection.” 23 And they proposed two: Joseph called Barsabas, who was surnamed Justus, 
and Matthias. 24 And they prayed and said, “You, O Lord, who know the hearts of all, show 
which of these two You have chosen 25 to take part in this ministry and apostleship from 
which Judas by transgression fell, that he might go to his own place.” 26 And they cast their 
lots, and the lot fell on Matthias. And he was numbered with the eleven apostles. 
 

IV. Casting Lots 
A. This seems to come out of nowhere 

i. Jesus gives them the Great Commission, tells them to wait in the upper room to 
receive the power needed to be His witnesses, He ascends to heaven, the 
disciples do exactly as He told them to – in verse 14 they are all praying… 

ii. And Peter stands up and declares “We need to replace Judas!” 
B. Why replace him? 

i. There were around 120 disciples at the time – why not just roll with the 11 you 
have?  

ii. The Psalms, as Peter rightly points out, predict Judas’ demise Psalm 69:25, let 
another take his office Psalm 109:8 

iii. Jesus words in Matthew 19:27 Then Peter answered and said to Him, “See, 
we have left all and followed You. Therefore what shall we have?” 28 So 
Jesus said to them, “Assuredly I say to you, that in the regeneration, when 
the Son of Man sits on the throne of His glory, you who have followed Me 
will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. 29 And 
everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or 
wife or children or lands, for My name’s sake, shall receive a hundredfold, 
and inherit eternal life. 30 But many who are first will be last, and the last 
first. 

C. Peter sets out some criteria – men who have been with us from the beginning of Jesus’ 
ministry and who have seen His resurrection 

i. Proposed two: Joseph called Barsabas, who was surnamed Justus, and Matthias 
ii. “You Lord know their hearts” – and they drew straws, they rolled dice, they 

flipped a coin  
D. There are some who believe, and I am one of them, that the men acted prematurely 

i. Jesus’ instruction was to go the upper room and wait – something as significant 
as chosen Judas’ replacement is not mentioned 



ii. How were the original 12 chosen? – “you have not chosen me, but I have chosen 
you.” 

1. The Lord spoke to Ananias – Acts 9:15 But the Lord said to him, “Go, 
for he is a chosen vessel of Mine to bear My name 
before Gentiles, kings, and the children of Israel. 16 For I will show 
him how many things he must suffer for My name’s sake.” 

2. Jesus could have easily selected another while he was still on earth but 
the one He had chosen had yet to be converted  

iii. Paul was an eyewitness to the resurrected Christ on the road to Damascus  
iv. Matthias is never mentioned again in all of scripture, although he does appear in 

church history – martyred for preaching the gospel 
v. The Holy Spirit’s work through the apostle Paul makes up 30% of the New 

Testament 
vi. At this moment the Holy Spirit had yet to come 

1. Regardless of where you stand – God’s will was still accomplished 
2. The disciples sought the Lord, moved forward with what they thought was 

the best possible choice, and God’s will was done 
3. Casting lots - Not prescriptive but descriptive – Rom 12:1 I beseech you 

therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your 
bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your 
reasonable service. 2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be 
transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what 
is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God. 

a. Is it wise to mandate that God provide us with direct and immediate 
revelation? 

V. Conclusion 
A. The early church wasn’t perfect, but it was effective in bringing people into the Kingdom 

of God 
i. Why? Act 1:8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come 

upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and 
Samaria, and to the end of the earth." 

ii. Whether it was Peter or Paul or any of the other apostles or disciples, they were 
effective because they walked in the power of God’s Holy Spirit 

iii. If we can walk away with the understanding of one foundational truth from our 
study in the book of Acts it has to be our absolute dependence on the Holy Spirit 
to continue to work of Jesus here on earth 

iv. If I were to try to attempt to sum up the book of Acts in a single sentence it would 
go something like this 

1. The Great Commission lived out by the church through the power of the 
Holy Spirit  

 
COMMUNION 


