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I. Miracles 

a. Do you believe in miracles? 
i. Do you believe in the miraculous?  
ii. Joe Rogan, is a MMA commentator, stand-up comedian, and former Fear Factor 

host, over 5 million subscribers on youtube, His podcast is consistently in the top 
10 most downloaded in the nation 

iii. Discussion on the topic of Scientology with Michael Shermer – editor-in-chief of 
the magazine Skeptic 

iv. I bring him up because of a statement he made about the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ that represents a view held by many 

1. "Even though [Scientology] is nonsense, so is most religion, let’s just be 
honest. I mean if you want to talk about guys coming back from the dead 
after being buried for 3 days, or Adam and Eve being the only two people, 
and they have kids, and their kids (have kids) and that makes most of the 
people in the world, or Moses parting the Red Sea, or Jesus walking on 
water, whether or not it’s based on some real events or real people, who 
knows? But it’s all nonsense." 

v. This is a common belief – it is intellectual suicide to believe in miracles 
1. That’s a huge problem for the Christian whose entire faith is based on the 

miraculous resurrection of Jesus Christ 
2. Even Paul said “if Christ has not been raised, our preaching is useless 

and so is your faith…. we are of all people most to be pitied” 
b. Regardless of our worldview – we all believe in miracles 

i. Definition of a miracle - a highly improbable or extraordinary event, development, 
or accomplishment that brings very welcome consequences 

ii. There’s an article in Discover magazine titled Earth May Be a 1-in-700-Quintillion 
Kind of Place, that highlights the findings of an Astrophysicist named Erik 
Zackrisson. His recent study suggests, with the aid of a computer model that 
simulated the universe’s evolution, that there are around 700 quintillion planets 
(7/20 zeros) in the universe, but only one like Earth. Zackrisson found that Earth 
appears to have been dealt a fairly lucky hand. From a purely statistical 
standpoint, Earth shouldn’t exist.  

1. This article only deals with the statistical likelihood that a planet within the 
known universe would be able to support life, not the odds of life actually 
existing on the planet. The statistical likelihood of the formation of the 
smallest and simplest living organism is its own beast entirely - 
evolutionist Harold Morowitz of Yale, and professor of biology and natural 
philosophy at George Mason University estimated the probability to be 
one in 1 in 10 to the 340 millionth power 

2. Carl Sagan was a little more conservative with his numbers placing his 
own estimation of the chance that life could evolve on any given single 
planet one in 10 to the 2 billionth power 



a. Those estimations were in the early 70s. New research is showing 
that life is far more complex than either of these men knew  

c. My point, regardless of our worldview we all believe in the miraculous – our 
disagreements rest entirely on the first four words of scripture – In beginning, God 
created 

II. Resurrection 
a. I bring up the subject of miracles because of the miracle Christian’s celebrate on Easter 

i. The resurrection of the crucified Christ. The belief that God came down in the 
form of a man whom we called Jesus, lived a perfect and sinless life, but suffered 
a sinner’s death on a cross, was buried in a tomb, and three days later He arose 
from the dead and appeared to many 

ii. That is an outrageous claim. If you feel that way you are not alone 
Luk 24:1-12 Now on the first day of the week, very early in the morning, they, and certain other 
women with them, came to the tomb bringing the spices which they had prepared. But they 
found the stone rolled away from the tomb. Then they went in and did not find the body of the 
Lord Jesus. And it happened, as they were greatly perplexed about this, that behold, two men 
stood by them in shining garments. Then, as they were afraid and bowed their faces to the 
earth, they said to them, "Why do you seek the living among the dead? He is not here, but is 
risen! Remember how He spoke to you when He was still in Galilee, saying, 'The Son of Man 
must be delivered into the hands of sinful men, and be crucified, and the third day rise again.' 
"And they remembered His words. Then they returned from the tomb and told all these things 
to the eleven and to all the rest. It was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, 
and the other women with them, who told these things to the apostles. And their words 
seemed to them like idle tales, and they did not believe them. But Peter arose and ran to the 
tomb; and stooping down, he saw the linen cloths lying by themselves; and he departed, 
marveling to himself at what had happened. 

b. Mark also points this out in his gospel Mar 16:10-13 She (Mary Magdalene) went and 
told those who had been with Him, as they mourned and wept. And when they 
heard that He was alive and had been seen by her, they did not believe. After that, 
He appeared in another form to two of them as they walked and went into the 
country. And they went and told it to the rest, but they did not believe them either. 

i. Joh 20:24-29 Now Thomas, called the Twin, one of the twelve, was not with 
them when Jesus came. The other disciples therefore said to him, "We 
have seen the Lord." So he said to them, "Unless I see in His hands the 
print of the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, and put my 
hand into His side, I will not believe." And after eight days His disciples 
were again inside, and Thomas with them. Jesus came, the doors being 
shut, and stood in the midst, and said, "Peace to you!" Then He said to 
Thomas, "Reach your finger here, and look at My hands; and reach your 
hand here, and put it into My side. Do not be unbelieving, but believing." 
And Thomas answered and said to Him, "My Lord and my God!" Jesus said 
to him, "Thomas, because you have seen Me, you have believed. Blessed 
are those who have not seen and yet have believed." 

ii. These were men who had followed Jesus for years, watched Him perform 
miracles, miracles that included bringing people back from the dead. 

1. And for years Jesus had been telling these men that He would be killed 
and then three days later He would rise again – but when it actually 
happened we find them in hiding, weeping because Jesus had been killed 

c. As a pastor it’s easy to get wrapped up in trying to preach the perfect sermon or trying 
to make a point just right so that a light goes on and people believe 

i. It is a freeing thing to know it is not my responsibility to convince people to 
believe 



ii. This is not a battle of intellect. That is a battle most of you would win. My goal is 
not to win you over to my side. All I want to do is share with you the hope that I 
have found in Jesus.  

iii. 1Co 2:1-5 And I, brethren, when I came to you, did not come with 
excellence of speech or of wisdom declaring to you the testimony of God. 
For I determined not to know anything among you except Jesus Christ and 
Him crucified. I was with you in weakness, in fear, and in much trembling. 
And my speech and my preaching were not with persuasive words of 
human wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power, that your 
faith should not be in the wisdom of men but in the power of God. 

1. That’s what I’ve discovered in my 17 years of ministry, God reveals 
Himself to those who are desperately seeking Him. Those who are hungry 
for the truth. 

iv. You may say “I’m just not the religious type.” Neither was Jesus, In Mark 2 the 
scribes and Pharisees saw Jesus eating with the tax collectors and sinners, they 
said to His disciples, "How is it that He eats and drinks with tax collectors and 
sinners?" Jesus heard them and said, "Those who are well have no need of a 
physician, but those who are sick. I did not come to call the righteous, but 
sinners, to repentance." 

1. That is who the gospel message is for – those who need savior.  
III. Fish & Loaves 

a. What is the message of the gospel? Jesus died and rose again over 2,000 years ago. 
Even if that is true, what does that have to do with me? 

i. To answer that I want to look at another one of Jesus’s miracles  
ii. There are only two miracles that appear in all four gospels – four eye witness 

accounts of Jesus’ life – (the Bible isn’t one book but a collection of 66 individual 
books, authored by over 40 men of varying backgrounds over the course of 1500 
years – and their message is unified – makes the Bible unlike any other “holy 
book”) 

iii. The two miracles are the resurrection of Jesus Christ and Jesus feeding the 
crowd of 5000 

iv. Seemingly unrelated events on the surface but are more connected then they 
first appear 

b. The feeding of the 5000 came at a time where Jesus’ popularity with the people was its 
peak 

i. Wherever Jesus went he drew a crowd – people pressing in to hear Him speak 
and witness the next miracle 

ii. After the murder of Jesus’ cousin, John the Baptist, he had crossed the Sea of 
Galilee to spend some time alone, but the multitudes followed Him.  

iii. Mark writes in his gospel “And when Jesus went out He saw a great multitude; 
and He was moved with compassion for them and healed their sick.” 

iv. But when the sun started to set his disciples came to Him and said "This is a 
deserted place, and the hour is already late. Send the multitudes away, that they 
may go into the villages and buy themselves food." 

v. Then Jesus dropped this bomb on his disciples - "They do not need to go away. 
You give them something to eat." A year’s wages wouldn’t feed all these people 
and all we have is this kid’s sack lunch. Five loaves and two fish. 

vi. Jesus said “Bring them here to me.” Then He commanded the multitudes to sit 
down on the grass. And He took the five loaves and the two fish, and looking up 
to heaven, He blessed and broke and gave the loaves to the disciples; and the 
disciples gave to the multitudes. 



1. So, they all ate and were filled, and they took up twelve baskets full of the 
fragments that remained. 

2. So much we can learn about the nature of Jesus and His invitation to join 
Him in serving those in need, but I want to focus on what happens next 
which we find in chapter 6 of the gospel of John 

IV. The True Gospel 
a. The next day the people came seeking Jesus again, and they eventually found Him in 

Capernaum and they asked, “where have you been?” 
i. Jesus doesn’t answer their question, He makes a statement that exposes the 

motives of their hearts “you seek Me, not because you saw the signs, but 
because you ate of the loaves and were filled. Do not seek after food which 
perishes, but for the food which endures to everlasting life, which I will give you.” 

ii. Then they said to Him, “What shall we do, that we may work the works of God?” 
If you’re not going to do it for us, teach us how to do it ourselves. Jesus 
answered and said to them, “This is the work of God, that you believe in Him 
whom He sent.” 

iii. Therefore, they said to Him, “What sign will You perform then, that we may see it 
and believe You? What work will You do? Our fathers ate the manna in the 
desert; as it is written, ‘He gave them bread from heaven to eat.’ Lord, give us 
bread always.” 

iv. And Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life. He who comes to Me shall never 
hunger, and he who believes in Me shall never thirst. You have seen Me and yet 
do not believe. For I have come down from heaven, not to do My own will, but the 
will of Him who sent Me. And this is the will of Him who sent Me, that everyone 
who sees the Son and believes in Him may have everlasting life; and I will raise 
him up at the last day.” 

v. They didn’t like this answer. “Who does He think He is? Is not this Jesus, the son 
of Joseph, whose father and mother we know? How is it then that He says, ‘I 
have come down from heaven? How can this Man give us His flesh to eat?” 

vi. You would think that at this point Jesus would tone it down a little bit. It sounds 
like He is losing them. Maybe He should perform another little miracle just to 
capture their attention again. Then Jesus said to them, “Most assuredly, I say to 
you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink His blood, you have no 
life in you.”  Woah! That is not a seeker friendly message.  

vii. From that time many of His disciples went back and walked with Him no more. 
viii. Then Jesus said to the twelve, “Do you also want to go away?” But Simon Peter 

answered Him, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. 
Also we have come to believe and know that You are the Christ, the Son of the 
living God.” 

b. The American church is living in some strange times – not outside our walls but inside 
of them 

i. We have created a version of the gospel that appeals to our base carnal desires 
– health and wealth 

ii. From pulpits all over the United States, men and women are being told to come 
to Jesus and He will grant you the desires of your heart 

1. Are you an athlete that needs that edge on the field or a businessman or 
woman who needs an edge in the office? Do you want that promotion? 
How about that raise? Want a bigger house or a nicer car? Is one of your 
legs shorter than the other? Is your hairline receding? Do you have lower 
back issues? Then give Jesus a try. 



2. I have a friend who was doing sports physicals for a professional baseball 
team and pitchers would approach him at the urinal, so he could pray for 
them before they went on the mound 

c. This is not the gospel of Jesus Christ 
i. It may pack churches, but it doesn’t change lives. The gospel is far more 

precious than this superficial non-sense  
ii. The gospel is not an invitation to add Jesus to your current lifestyle so that He 

may grant the desires of your heart.  
iii. The gospel of Jesus Christ is an invitation to come and die so that we may be 

made new. 
1. It is a call to accept the blood of Christ as payment for our sins so that we 

may share in the resurrection of Christ 
2. Just as Paul tells writes to Timothy 2 Tim 2:11 It is a trustworthy 

statement: For if we died with Him, we will also live with Him; 
3. For some people that is a welcome change, for others it’s a terrifying 

reality because they love their life. 
4. And that’s why this grotesque version of the gospel is preached in 

churches all over the United States – it sells. It fills seats. It gives people 
the option to have just a little bit of Jesus – the gracious Jesus, the kind 
Jesus, the benevolent Jesus without ever having to deal with King Jesus, 
Sovereign Jesus, Righteous Jesus. Allows us to keep Jesus close enough 
to give us everything we want but not so close that He interferes with our 
lives.  

5. Jesus never gave us that option. In fact this is what He taught, Matthew 
16:24 Then Jesus said to his disciples, “Whoever wants to be my 
disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross and follow 
me. 25 For whoever wants to save their life will lose it, but whoever 
loses their life for me will find it. 26 What good will it be for someone 
to gain the whole world, yet forfeit their soul? Or what can anyone 
give in exchange for their soul? 

d. Jesus wasn’t telling the crowds to lower their expectations. He was telling them their 
expectations were too low. 

i. Peter and John were entering the temple and came across a poor man who was 
disabled from birth. He asked for money and they said “Silver and gold we do not 
have, but what we do have we give to you. Get up and walk.” 

ii. This man had set his sights set too low. We don’t need a change in our 
circumstances, we need a change internally, at the core of who we are. 

iii. Even if we get that promotion or that raise or that house or that car – none of 
those things will bring our dead hearts to life, none of things will make us new 

iv. Rom 8:11 But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in 
you, He who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal 
bodies through His Spirit who dwells in you. 

1. The resurrection wasn’t a miracle. When you believe that God spoke the 
universe into existence and, with His breath, created mankind, the 
resurrection is not a highly improbable or extraordinary event 

2. The real miracle is that He would come and die for me – that God would 
see me in the midst of my sin and still love me and offer His only Son as 
payment for my sins so that I may be forgiven. That’s the real miracle. 


