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2 TIMOTHY 
 

2 Timothy 2:20-25 
CHARISTICS OF AN EFFECTIVE LEADER – PART2 

 
I. INTRODUCTION 

 
A. In our last study, we studied 5 Characteristics of an Effective Leader. 

 
1. We’ve studied the soldier’s courage and his faithfulness in Chapter one. 
2. Last week, we studied his strength, single-mindedness, discipline, security, and 

soundness of mind. 
3. In this study - we will take a look at the Effective Leader’s holiness and his 

servant’s heart. 
 

II. AN EFFECTIVE LEADER  IS “SANCTIFIED” 
 
A. The word “sanctify” = hagiazo hag-ee-ad'-zo} = “to separate from profane things and 

dedicate to God”, “to cleanse externally, “to purify by expiation: = to be free from the 
guilt of sin by repentance and atonement”, and “to purify internally by renewing of the 
soul.” 
 
1. It is the same word used in 1Cor 6:9-11 (NKJV) Do you not know that the 

unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived. 
Neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor homosexuals, nor 
sodomites, 10 nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor 
extortioners will inherit the kingdom of God. 11 And such were some of 
you. But you were washed, but you were sanctified, but you were justified 
in the name of the Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of our God.  
a) In other words, Paul was telling the church in Corinth (in these verses) 

that some of them use to be in this list – but they had been washed and 
purified by the Word of God! 

2. We see it again in the text before us this morning. 
 

B. 2Tim 2:20 (NKJV) But in a great house there are not only vessels of gold and 
silver, but also of wood and clay, some for honor and some for dishonor. 21 
Therefore if anyone cleanses himself from the latter, he will be a vessel for 
honor, sanctified and useful for the Master, prepared for every good work.  
 
1. “In a large and prosperous estate, there are not only utensils of gold and silver, 

but there are also utensils made of wood and clay.  Some of those utensils are 
very valuable and treated as such, but others are common and not worth much 
at all.” 
a) AN EFFECTIVE LEADER is to be a vessel for honor, sanctified and 

useful for the Master, prepared for every good work. 
b) Often, too much time is spent on the “common” and “carnal” things in this 

life and too little on the higher more noble things of the spirit. 
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c) But we are to hagiazo hag-ee-ad'-zo} = “to separate from profane things 

and dedicate to God”, “to cleanse externally, “to purify by expiation: = to 
be free from the guilt of sin by repentance and atonement”, and “to purify 
internally by renewing of the soul.” 
 

C. 2Tim 2:22 (NKJV) Flee also youthful lusts; but pursue righteousness, faith, love, 
peace with those who call on the Lord out of a pure heart. 23 But avoid foolish 
and ignorant disputes, knowing that they generate strife.  
 
1. Paul reminds Timothy of 2 things that will cause us to be “vessels of dishonor” 

– “youthful lusts” and “foolish and ignorant disputes”. 
a) What were some of the “lusts” of our youth? 
b) Have we outgrown them? 

(1) When I was young I wanted to be rich.  I think I have outgrown 
that. 

(2) When I was young I wanted to be a rock-n-roll star.  I think I have 
outgrown that. 

(3) I also wanted to have a tall blonde in my life – but I haven’t 
outgrown that! (I married her). 

c) 1Cor 13:11 (NKJV) When I was a child, I spoke as a child, I 
understood as a child, I thought as a child; but when I became a 
man, I put away childish things.  
(1) When a grown-up continues to act like a child it is no longer 

“cute”. 
(2) A “Committed Christian” must “flee” or “run” from the lusts that 

keep him trapped in perpetual immaturity. 
2. And the second caution is the avoidance of strife “foolish and ignorant 

disputes”! 
a) Matthew 6:43 tells us "Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for 

tomorrow will worry about its own things. Sufficient for the day [is] 
its own trouble.  

b) We have been “sanctified” = “separated from profane things and 
dedicated to God” so our lives should reflect that we are “vessels of 
honor” and not live on a base, carnal level like the rest of the world! 

c) Our pursuits should be righteousness, faith, love, and peace. 
 

III. AN EFFECTIVE LEADER  IS A SERVANT. 
 
A. Servant = 1401 doulos doo'-los} = a slave - one who gives himself up to another's will, 

devoted to another to the disregard of one's own interests - those whose service is 
used by Christ in extending and advancing His cause among men. 

 
1. Slavery was and is one of the cruelest things one human being can do to 

another. 
a) It robs a person of a future, of their identity, and of their hope. 
b) But as hard as it may be to believe: there were slaves whose master 

treated them so well that they were part of the family. 
c) They willingly gave up their right to freedom to stay and serve. (Bond 

Slave) 
2. As “doulos” of the Lord, we actually find our hope and our future. 
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a) For the first time, we understand who we are! 
b) Jesus has made us part of the family, and we want to serve Him 

because we love Him! 
(1) Therefore, we must give ourselves up to His will, devote ourselves 

to His interests to the disregard of our own – be busy extending 
and advancing His cause among men! 

(2) Why is this so difficult?  Because it runs so contrary to our flesh! 
(a) Gala 5:17 (NKJV) For the flesh lusts against the Spirit, 

and the Spirit against the flesh; and these are contrary 
to one another, so that you do not do the things that 
you wish.  

(b) In other words – it is just easier to NOT be a servant! 
(c) If we are not serving and not giving to the cause of 

extending and advancing His cause among men it is 
because we have given in to the flesh! 
(i) And our flesh has convinced us that it is better to 

look out for our own interests than the Lord’s. 
(ii) Or at least our flesh has convinced us that if we do 

not look out for our own interest – WHO WILL? 
(a) But the reality is that the Lord will! 

 
B. 2Tim 2:24 (NKJV) And a servant of the Lord must not quarrel but be gentle to all, 

able to teach, patient,  
 
1. As with sanctification (holiness), Paul gives a few practical examples of what a 

servant should “look like”. 
a) Have you noticed lately how unkind and aggressive we as Christians can 

sometimes be? 
(1) We don’t want to wait.  We don’t want to be inconvenienced.  And 

we want what we want right now! 
(2) Perhaps those are just the “symptoms” of the fact that we have 

lost our servant’s heart! 
2. Gentleness, patience, and the ability to teach are desirable qualities in a 

servant. 
a) If you have these qualities, we always have a need for you here at 

Calvary Central! 
 

IV. CONCLUSION 
 
A. 2Tim 2:25 (NKJV) in humility correcting those who are in opposition, if God 

perhaps will grant them repentance, so that they may know the truth, 26 and 
[that] they may come to their senses [and] [escape] the snare of the devil, 
having been taken captive by him to [do] his will.  
 
1. This servant’s heart must begin in the home. 

a) Neither a husband or a wife should be quarrelsome and hard to get 
along with, but should example the servanthood of Jesus with gentleness 
and humility. 

b) And at home - as with outside of the home - if there are disagreements: 
any correction should be done with gentleness and love. 
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c) And of course, the way we handle disagreements with those that are 

outside of the faith, could lead them to Christ. 
 

B. Holiness and Servanthood wrap up our study of THE CHARACTERISTICS OF AN 
EFFECTIVE LEADER. 
 
1. May we all desire to be the kind of EFFECTIVE LEADER that Paul has just 

described to Timothy! 
a) We know that there is no way to be any of these things without Jesus. 
b) I pray that we also know - that because of Jesus - not only CAN we be 

like this – we SHOULD be. 
 


