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2 THESSALONIANS 
 

Chapter 03 
HOLY HATERS! 

 
I. INTRODUCTION 

 
A. Today, we finish the book of 2 Thessalonians. 

 
a) As we begin our study this morning I want to ask you one question. 

(1) As a Christian, is OK to hate? 
(a) We are going to find out in our study, that it is! 
(b) But it is probably not the kind of hate that you might think. 

 
II. 2TH 3:1-2 NKJV  FINALLY, BRETHREN, PRAY FOR US, THAT THE WORD OF THE 

LORD MAY RUN SWIFTLY AND BE GLORIFIED, JUST AS IT IS WITH YOU,  (2)  AND 
THAT WE MAY BE DELIVERED FROM UNREASONABLE AND WICKED MEN; FOR NOT 
ALL HAVE FAITH. 

 
A. Unreasonable and wicked men = Perverse and evil men.  

 
1. Paul encountered unreasonable and wicked men wherever he went. 

a) (Let me read something to you that Paul wrote from the book of Acts 
while he was in Thessalonica) Act 17:5-10 NKJV  But the Jews who 
were not persuaded, becoming envious, took some of the evil men 
from the marketplace, and gathering a mob, set all the city in an 
uproar and attacked the house of Jason, and sought to bring them 
out to the people.  (6)  But when they did not find them, they 
dragged Jason and some brethren to the rulers of the city, crying 
out, “These who have turned the world upside down have come 
here too.  (7)  Jason has harbored them, and these are all acting 
contrary to the decrees of Caesar, saying there is another king—
Jesus.”  (8)  And they troubled the crowd and the rulers of the city 
when they heard these things.  (9)  So when they had taken security 
from Jason and the rest, they let them go. (10)  Then the brethren 
immediately sent Paul and Silas away by night to Berea. When they 
arrived, they went into the synagogue of the Jews. 

b) (And this happened while he was in Corinth) Act 18:7-12 NKJV  And he 
departed from there and entered the house of a certain man named 
Justus, one who worshiped God, whose house was next door to the 
synagogue.  (8)  Then Crispus, the ruler of the synagogue, believed 
on the Lord with all his household. And many of the Corinthians, 
hearing, believed and were baptized.  (9)  Now the Lord spoke to 
Paul in the night by a vision, “Do not be afraid, but speak, and do 
not keep silent;   (10)  for I am with you, and no one will attack you 
to hurt you; for I have many people in this city.”  (11)  And he 
continued there a year and six months, teaching the word of God 
among them.  (12)  When Gallio was proconsul of Achaia, the Jews 
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with one accord rose up against Paul and brought him to the 
judgment seat, 
(1) There are always “Unreasonable and wicked men = perverse 

and evil men”, in every generation who have not believed and 
given their hearts to Jesus - and try to prevent the Gospel from 
being preached. 
 

III. 2TH 3:3 NKJV  BUT THE LORD IS FAITHFUL, WHO WILL ESTABLISH YOU AND 
GUARD YOU FROM THE EVIL ONE. 
 
A. We, as Christians, cannot decide whether we will serve the Lord based upon not being 

liked by the wicked and the evil. 
 
1. We must serve the One who is faithful.  He will strengthen and protect us! 

 
IV. 2TH 3:4-5 NKJV  AND WE HAVE CONFIDENCE IN THE LORD CONCERNING YOU, 

BOTH THAT YOU DO AND WILL DO THE THINGS WE COMMAND YOU.  (5)  NOW MAY 
THE LORD DIRECT YOUR HEARTS INTO THE LOVE OF GOD AND INTO THE 
PATIENCE OF CHRIST. 
 
A. Notice Paul put his “confidence” in the Lord not in the people. 

 
1. Just as a married couple must put their confidence in the Lord not their spouse. 
2. Or as an employee must place his confidence in the Lord and not in his boss. 
3. Or as children must place their confidence in the Lord, not their parents. 

a) That is the only way any of us can truly have confidence in imperfect 
people! 
 

V. 2TH 3:6 NKJV  BUT WE COMMAND YOU, BRETHREN, IN THE NAME OF OUR LORD 
JESUS CHRIST, THAT YOU WITHDRAW FROM EVERY BROTHER WHO WALKS 
DISORDERLY AND NOT ACCORDING TO THE TRADITION WHICH HE RECEIVED 
FROM US. 
 
A. As Paul closes out this second letter to the church in Thessalonica; a disciplined, 

Godly life is upon his heart. 
 
1. Luk 12:48 NKJV  But he who did not know, yet committed things 

deserving of stripes, shall be beaten with few. For everyone to whom 
much is given, from him much will be required; and to whom much has 
been committed, of him they will ask the more.  

2.  As we live in God’s never-ending grace, it is easy to forget that there is much 
required of us as Christians. 
a) It is really not an option to live “disorderly“, or even hang out with people 

who do. 
b) He goes on to explain and set the standard. 

 
VI. 2TH 3:7-9 NKJV  FOR YOU YOURSELVES KNOW HOW YOU OUGHT TO FOLLOW US, 

FOR WE WERE NOT DISORDERLY AMONG YOU;  (8)  NOR DID WE EAT ANYONE’S 
BREAD FREE OF CHARGE, BUT WORKED WITH LABOR AND TOIL NIGHT AND DAY, 
THAT WE MIGHT NOT BE A BURDEN TO ANY OF YOU,  (9)  NOT BECAUSE WE DO 
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NOT HAVE AUTHORITY, BUT TO MAKE OURSELVES AN EXAMPLE OF HOW YOU 
SHOULD FOLLOW US. 
 
A. Paul says, “We set the example when we were with you.” 

 
1. “We weren’t lazy.”  “We worked hard to pay our own way so as not to take 

advantage of you.” 
2. 1Ti 5:8 NKJV  But if anyone does not provide for his own, and especially 

for those of his household, he has denied the faith and is worse than an 
unbeliever. 
a) Evidently even in the first century you had those who were willing to live 

off the generosity of others without feeling even the least bit convicted to 
“carry their own weight”. 
 

B. It is not a good thing to be idle. 
 
1. Please keep in mind, being idle as alluded to here, is not rest. 

a) Rest comes after a hard day’s work.  It is Godly. 
b) Think of idle as the idle of a car. 

(1) It is still burning fuel, but going no where and accomplishing nothing! 
 

VII. 2TH 3:10 NKJV  FOR EVEN WHEN WE WERE WITH YOU, WE COMMANDED YOU THIS: 
IF ANYONE WILL NOT WORK, NEITHER SHALL HE EAT. 

 
A. Paul has a pretty simple and basic “welfare program.” 

 
1. He tells the church to take care of the widows and orphans in the book of 

James. 
2. And here he takes care of the “able bodied”.  If you want to eat, WORK! 

 
VIII. 2TH 3:11 NKJV  FOR WE HEAR THAT THERE ARE SOME WHO WALK AMONG YOU IN 

A DISORDERLY MANNER, NOT WORKING AT ALL, BUT ARE BUSYBODIES. 
 

A. Idleness and being a busybody – often go hand-in-hand. 
 
1. Considering young widows, Paul told Timothy: 1Ti 5:13 NKJV  And besides 

they learn to be idle, wandering about from house to house, and not only 
idle but also gossips and busybodies, saying things which they ought not. 
a) Being a gossip and a busybody is not gender specific. 
b) Men and women alike can fall into this trap. 
c) Here is Paul’s solution to the problem: 

 
IX. 2TH 3:12 NKJV  NOW THOSE WHO ARE SUCH WE COMMAND AND EXHORT 

THROUGH OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST THAT THEY WORK IN QUIETNESS AND EAT 
THEIR OWN BREAD. 

 
A. Paul’s solution = GO TO WORK! 

 
1. Then he encourages those who are doing well. 

 



 4 
X. 2TH 3:13 NKJV  BUT AS FOR YOU, BRETHREN, DO NOT GROW WEARY IN DOING 

GOOD. 
 

A. Living a disciplined life in Christ is a lifelong, uphill battle.  It is easy to grow weary. 
 
1. Especially when you see others “making it” doing very little if anything. 
2. The world is full of people content with just “making it”, doing as little as 

possible. 
3. But Paul exhorts the Thessalonian Christians (and us) not to be that way, but to 

be disciplined and productive because it is the right thing to do. 
a) We are Christians.  We have been given much, therefore we should love 

much! 
 

XI. 2TH 3:14-15 NKJV  AND IF ANYONE DOES NOT OBEY OUR WORD IN THIS EPISTLE, 
NOTE THAT PERSON AND DO NOT KEEP COMPANY WITH HIM, THAT HE MAY BE 
ASHAMED.  (15)  YET DO NOT COUNT HIM AS AN ENEMY, BUT ADMONISH HIM AS A 
BROTHER. 
 
A. Remember, this “shunning” is for the purpose of restoration. 

 
1. 1Pe 4:17 NKJV  For the time has come for judgment to begin at the house 

of God; and if it begins with us first, what will be the end of those who do 
not obey the gospel of God? 

2. If we as Christians have no standard and hold no one accountable where will 
the faith end up? 

3. We know the answer to that because there will be many who will say, “Lord, 
Lord” and He will say, “I never knew you.” 
a) So, folks, it is not “hate” to do what the Lord says for us to do. 

(1) Psa_97:10  You who love the LORD, hate evil! He preserves 
the souls of His saints; He delivers them out of the hand of 
the wicked.  

(2) Pro_8:13  The fear of the LORD is to hate evil; Pride and 
arrogance and the evil way And the perverse mouth I hate.  

(3) Amo_5:15  Hate evil, love good; Establish justice in the gate. 
It may be that the LORD God of hosts Will be gracious to the 
remnant of Joseph.  

 
XII. CONCLUSION 

 
A. 2Th 3:16-18 NKJV  Now may the Lord of peace Himself give you peace always in 

every way. The Lord be with you all.  (17)  The salutation of Paul with my own 
hand, which is a sign in every epistle; so I write.  (18)  The grace of our Lord 
Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen. 
 
1. Paul reassures them that the letter was from his pen! 

a) And he ends the letter by wishing them the peace and grace that only the 
Lord can give. 


