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2 THESSALONIANS 
 

The God of the Increase 
2nd Thessalonians 1 

 
2Th 1:1-12  Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, To the church of the Thessalonians in God our Father and the 
Lord Jesus Christ:  (2)  Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  (3)  We are 
bound to thank God always for you, brethren, as it is fitting, because your faith grows exceedingly, and the 
love of every one of you all abounds toward each other,  (4)  so that we ourselves boast of you among the 
churches of God for your patience and faith in all your persecutions and tribulations that you endure,  (5)  
which is manifest evidence of the righteous judgment of God, that you may be counted worthy of the 
kingdom of God, for which you also suffer;  (6)  since it is a righteous thing with God to repay with 
tribulation those who trouble you,  (7)  and to give you who are troubled rest with us when the Lord Jesus is 
revealed from heaven with His mighty angels,  (8)  in flaming fire taking vengeance on those who do not 
know God, and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.  (9)  These shall be punished 
with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His power,  (10)  when He 
comes, in that Day, to be glorified in His saints and to be admired among all those who believe, because our 
testimony among you was believed.  (11)  Therefore we also pray always for you that our God would count 
you worthy of this calling, and fulfill all the good pleasure of His goodness and the work of faith with power,  
(12)  that the name of our Lord Jesus Christ may be glorified in you, and you in Him, according to the grace 
of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

I. Increasing 
a. Paul begins His second letter to the Thessalonians, written about a year after the first, by 

commending them – He writes your faith grows exceedingly (increases above an ordinary 
degree), and the love you have for one another abounds (another Greek word the means to 
increase dramatically) 

i. Paul doesn’t thank God that they have faith and love but that their faith and love are 
growing 

ii. That fills him with joy because this church is walking in that newness of life that Jesus 
had promised 

1. Jesus said I am the vine, you are the branches, He who abides in Me and I in them 
will bare much fruit 

2. That fruit is a deeper trust in God and deeper love for one another – that is the 
result of fixing our eyes on Jesus 

3. That’s exactly what Paul prayed for in 1Th 3:12  And may the Lord make you 
increase and abound in love to one another and to all, just as we do to you, 

b. Is our faith in God and love for others increasing? 
i. The natural man learns to resent more and more over time, he allows seeds of bitterness 

take root and instead of loving more he grows more and more disgusted by his fellow 
man 

1. Do we have more in common with the Thessalonians or the natural man? 
2. Is the list of those we love growing or shrinking – are they areas of our life we are 

yielding over to God increasing or decreasing?  
3. All of this is proportional to where we have planted ourselves – in the truth of the 

Gospel or the uncertainties of this world – as our knowledge of who Jesus is and 
what He has done increases so will our faith and love 



ii. 2Pe 1:5-9  But also for this very reason, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue, to 
virtue knowledge,  (6)  to knowledge self-control, to self-control perseverance, to 
perseverance godliness,  (7)  to godliness brotherly kindness, and to brotherly kindness 
love.  (8)  For if these things are yours and abound, you will be neither barren nor 
unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.  (9)  For he who lacks these 
things is shortsighted, even to blindness, and has forgotten that he was cleansed from 
his old sins.  

II. Lost Hope 
a. Although Paul commends the church for growing in their faith and love all is not perfect in the 

camp 
i. Paul begins his first letter commending the church in Thessalonica for their faith, hope, 

and love 
ii. Paul beings his second letter commending the church for their faith and love. What’s 

missing?  
b. This second letter is a response to some bad preaching that had taken over this young church 

i. The church was suffering persecution for their faith and some men were preaching that 
this persecution was a sign that the Great Tribulation had begun – they claimed that they 
had received this message directly from the Spirit of God, they were prophesying in the 
Spirit 

ii. Jesus told us in Matthew 24 that The Great Tribulation is a time of extreme hardships for 
every person on earth. It is a time in which there will be: disasters, famine, war, pain, and 
untold suffering, which will wipe out more than 75% of the earths population and these 
events will occur just before the Second Coming of Christ  

1. Paul writes in the 2nd Chapter - 2Th 2:1-2  Now, brethren, concerning the 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our gathering together to Him, we ask 
you,  (2)  not to be soon shaken in mind or troubled, either by spirit or by word 
or by letter, as if from us, as though the day of Christ had come. 

2. It seems that these men went as far as forging a letter from Paul stating the 
Tribulation had begun 

3. Why would this trouble the believers in Thessalonica? – if they believed the 
church would be raptured before the tribulation and the tribulation had begun, 
what would that mean for them? Even if that wasn’t the case, the promise of 
severe suffering close at hand would shake anyone 

c. They were losing hope – Now that they are in the darkness they are starting to forget what they 
had learned in the light 

i. Courson  “Although of faith, hope, and love the greatest is love (1Co_13:13)—all three 
elements are essential because it is faith and hope that allow us to love. How? I'd be too 
ashamed to love if I were hung up over my past sins. Faith tells me my past failures were 
totally cleansed by the blood of Jesus. I'd be too afraid to love if I were worried about the 
future. Hope tells me He's coming again, so there's no need to fear.”  

ii. They were suffering persecution, life was difficult, but God had not abandoned them, and 
the simple truth was the end times were not upon them 

iii. 2Th 2:5  Do you not remember that when I was still with you I told you these things? 
III. Faith Without Hope 

a. This poses an interesting question – how can we have faith without hope? 
i. Following the death of Lazarus Joh 11:21-26  Now Martha said to Jesus, "Lord, if You 

had been here, my brother would not have died.  (22)  But even now I know that 
whatever You ask of God, God will give You."  (23)  Jesus said to her, "Your brother 
will rise again."  (24)  Martha said to Him, "I know that he will rise again in the 
resurrection at the last day."  (25)  Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the 
life. He who believes in Me, though he may die, he shall live.  (26)  And whoever lives 
and believes in Me shall never die. Do you believe this?" 



ii. Martha had faith in what Jesus could do but had lost hope in what Jesus would do 
b. We also see this in Jesus’ dealing with the Samaritan woman at the well – Jesus asks for a drink 

and the woman asks why he is even speaking to her. Jesus responds with a cryptic statement “if 
you knew who I was you would ask for living water” 

i. A water that once you drink it, you will never be thirsty again. She replies “give me some 
of this water so I don’t have to come here anymore!” 

ii. Jesus says go get your husband and come back – “I don’t have a husband” – Jesus said, 
“you are right, you have had 5 husbands and the one you are with now isn’t your husband 
at all.”  

iii. Joh 4:19-24  The woman said to Him, "Sir, I perceive that You are a prophet.  (20)  
Our fathers worshiped on this mountain, and you Jews say that in Jerusalem is the 
place where one ought to worship."  (21)  Jesus said to her, "Woman, believe Me, the 
hour is coming when you will neither on this mountain, nor in Jerusalem, worship the 
Father.  (22)  You worship what you do not know; we know what we worship, for 
salvation is of the Jews.  (23)  But the hour is coming, and now is, when the true 
worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth; for the Father is seeking such to 
worship Him.  (24)  God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit 
and truth." 

iv. I have faith that God can change me but little hope that He will. I have faith that God can 
meet my need far above my own abilities, but have very little hope that He will so I will 
meet my needs on my own. 

1. Biblically, hope is the absolute expectation of coming good. 
v. Hope brings faith into the practical. It changes the way we live, the way we think, the 

way we suffer, that way that we care for others – it takes the reality of who God is and 
what He has done and makes it personal 

1. I know that God has empowered His children to be the salt and light of this world 
>>> I know that God has empowered ME to be the salt and light to this world 

2. I know that God can radically transform someone’s life >>>I know that God will 
radically transform my life 

3. I know that Jesus has given people victory over their sin>>>I know that Jesus has 
given ME victory over my sin 

IV. Hope Rebuilt 
a. So how does Paul rebuild their hope? He takes them back to the truth of God’s Word 

i. Paul says “I know you’re suffering, I know things are hard, but don’t lose hope. God has 
not abandoned you. On the contrary, it is through your patience and faith during all your 
persecutions and tribulations that God is manifesting Himself – through your suffering 
He is making Himself known” 

ii. Now we get to the part of the message none of us want to hear – Suffering is a necessary 
part of our sanctification  

1. What is sanctification? Through faith in Jesus Christ we are a new creation, now 
the Spirit of God teaches us how to walk in that new identity – sanctification is 
learning to walk 

2. God uses pain and suffering in our lives to teach us how to walk – throughout 
scripture suffering and sanctification walk hand in hand 

3. Because of that suffering isn’t our enemy, it’s our friend  
b. Notice Paul’s prayer wasn’t “Lord deliver them from this trial” – it was Lord “reveal the truth of 

the gospel through their suffering” 
i. His prayer is that they would be counted as worthy – they had already been made worthy 

through the blood of Christ but Paul wanted the world to see this as well 
ii. Verse 12 “that the name of our Lord Jesus Christ may be glorified in you, and you in 

Him, according to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ.” 



iii. Often our prayer in times of hardship is “God, help me!” – instead of “God, help yourself 
to me.” 

1. Instead of asking God “Why?” or “When?” I need to ask God “what?” What do 
you desire to reveal about yourself? 

2. Why did James say count it all joy when you fall into various trials? Because it is 
through that trial we will learn something new about the character of Jesus 

3. This is where hope must be coupled with faith – yes I know that God uses all 
things for good for those who love Him and are called according His purposes but 
does that apply to me?  

c. We’ve heard more teachings on suffering than we can count but hope is where the rubber meets 
the road 

i. Hope says I know this will teach me to walk, I know that through this I will reflect Jesus 
– right now it’s difficult to see how but I won’t trust in my own understanding or my 
circumstances, I will trust in the unfailing, unchanging, Word of God! 

ii. Rom 5:1-5  Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through 
our Lord Jesus Christ,  (2)  through whom also we have access by faith into this grace 
in which we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God.  (3)  And not only that, but 
we also glory in tribulations, knowing that tribulation (crushings) produces 
perseverance;  (4)  and perseverance, character; and character, hope.  (5)  Now hope 
does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out in our hearts by the 
Holy Spirit who was given to us.  

iii. Here’s the irony – the Thessalonians had lost hope because they had believed a lie about 
their tribulations, about their trials. 

1. Paul reminds them that it is those very trials that will produce hope – those trials 
will take their faith and make it personal  

2. I am the resurrection and the life – do you believe this? 
V. Communion 


