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2 PETER 
 

Chapter 03 
GOD’S LOVING PATIENCE 

 
I. INTRODUCTION 

A. In the greatest book ever written – the bible, there is a chapter that is dedicated to the 
topic of love. 

1. And this is one of the things it says about love: 
a) 1Co 13:1-4  Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, 

but have not love, I have become sounding brass or a clanging 
cymbal. 2  And though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all 
mysteries and all knowledge, and though I have all faith, so that I 
could remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. 3  And 
though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and though I give my 
body to be burned, but have not love, it profits me nothing. 4  Love 
suffers long and is kind…. 

b) Now – if we couple that with 1Jn 4:8  He who does not love does not 
know God, for God is love…we must conclude that since the Lord IS 
LOVE – that He is also longsuffering AND kind. 
(1) Meaning that the Lord is extremely patient! 

(a) This will help us a lot in the understanding of 2 Peter 
Chapter 3 as we close out the book. 

 
II. 2PE 3:1-2  BELOVED, I NOW WRITE TO YOU THIS SECOND EPISTLE (IN BOTH 

OF WHICH I STIR UP YOUR PURE MINDS BY WAY OF REMINDER), 2  THAT YOU MAY 
BE MINDFUL OF THE WORDS WHICH WERE SPOKEN BEFORE BY THE HOLY 
PROPHETS, AND OF THE COMMANDMENT OF US, THE APOSTLES OF THE LORD AND 
SAVIOR, 

A. Peter is reminding them of “why” he felt it necessary to write them the first and second 
letters. 

1. He wanted them to be “mindful” – or “to bring into remembrance” the words 
which were spoken before by the holy prophets, and of the commandment 
.., the apostles of the Lord and Savior… 
a) In other words, they had already been told these things and Peter wants to 

remind them that it was now coming true! 
 
III. 2PE 3:3-4  KNOWING THIS FIRST: THAT SCOFFERS WILL COME IN THE LAST DAYS, 

WALKING ACCORDING TO THEIR OWN LUSTS, 4  AND SAYING, "WHERE IS THE 
PROMISE OF HIS COMING? FOR SINCE THE FATHERS FELL ASLEEP, ALL THINGS 
CONTINUE AS THEY WERE FROM THE BEGINNING OF CREATION." 

A. Now a scoffer is a mocker or a false teacher that Peter has spoken about earlier in 2Pe 
2:1  But there were also false prophets among the people, even as there will be 
false teachers among you, who will secretly bring in destructive heresies, even 
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denying the Lord who bought them, and bring on themselves swift 
destruction. 2  And many will follow their destructive ways, because of whom the 
way of truth will be blasphemed. 3  By covetousness they will exploit you with 
deceptive words; … 

1. These scoffers will use the fact that Jesus HAS NOT RETURNED yet – as their 
“proof” that He is NOT coming back and that there will be no judgment! 

 
IV. 2PE 3:5-7  FOR THIS THEY WILLFULLY FORGET: THAT BY THE WORD OF GOD THE 

HEAVENS WERE OF OLD, AND THE EARTH STANDING OUT OF WATER AND IN THE 
WATER, 6  BY WHICH THE WORLD THAT THEN EXISTED PERISHED, BEING FLOODED 
WITH WATER. 7  BUT THE HEAVENS AND THE EARTH WHICH ARE NOW PRESERVED 
BY THE SAME WORD, ARE RESERVED FOR FIRE UNTIL THE DAY OF JUDGMENT AND 
PERDITION OF UNGODLY MEN. 

A. I like the way the KJV puts this, “For this they willingly are ignorant of.” 

1. Another word for this is “DENIAL”. 
2. And this is what they are “willingly ignorant of” – that God created the heavens 

and the earth with his spoken word: that also by His spoken word he flooded that 
earth and started over with Noah and his family. 

3. And lastly, that the heavens and the earth that you and I now see are ALSO 
preserved by His word, until the day of judgment! 
a) And part of that judgment will be the destruction of ungodly men! 

(1) Now – if we were some of those “ungodly men” destined for 
judgment – it would be nice to try and “forget” about that - wouldn’t 
it? 

(2) But Peter’s point here is that willful ignorance or “pretending” it isn’t 
so - isn’t going to change God’s judgment! 

 
V. 2PE 3:8  BUT, BELOVED, DO NOT FORGET THIS ONE THING, THAT WITH THE LORD 

ONE DAY IS AS A THOUSAND YEARS, AND A THOUSAND YEARS AS ONE DAY. 

A. Let me ask you a question, “How would you describe someone that is outside of time?” 

1. Gen 1:1 starts the bible by saying, In (the) beginning God created the 
heavens and the earth. 
a) “In (the) beginning God…” – he was there even before time began! 

2. When Moses asked who He was in Exodus 3:14 – He said - Exo 3:14  And 
God said to Moses, "I AM WHO I AM." 

3. In Rev 1:8  "I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End," 
says the Lord, "who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty." 

4. Rev 22:13  I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End, the 
First and the Last." 
a) A difficult concept for us indeed, but the Lord is “outside of” time! 

(1) So a day or a thousand years makes no difference to Him. 
(a) We get impatient for a 3-minute egg to boil, but time and 

patience are His specialties. 
 
VI. 2PE 3:9  THE LORD IS NOT SLACK CONCERNING HIS PROMISE, AS SOME COUNT 

SLACKNESS, BUT IS LONGSUFFERING TOWARD US, NOT WILLING THAT ANY 
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SHOULD PERISH BUT THAT ALL SHOULD COME TO REPENTANCE. 

A. Isa 55:8-9  "For My thoughts are not your thoughts, Nor are your ways My ways," 
says the LORD. 9  "For as the heavens are higher than the earth, So are My ways 
higher than your ways, And My thoughts than your thoughts. 

1. In some weird twisted way – these “scoffers” seem to think that because the Lord 
has waited a few years, that He is not coming back at all! 

2. That somehow - because the “time” has been longer than THEY think it should 
be - that somehow this invalidates His word and His promises! 
a) But Peter states very plainly, the reason the Lord HAS NOT YET returned. 

(1) He is not willing that any should perish but that all should 
come to repentance. 
(a) He wants the whole world to believe in Him and be 

saved!  How do I know this? 
(i) Joh 3:16-18  For God so loved the world that He 

gave His only begotten Son, that whoever 
believes in Him should not perish but have 
everlasting life. 17  For God did not send His Son 
into the world to condemn the world, but that the 
world through Him might be saved. 18  "He who 
believes in Him is not condemned; but he who 
does not believe is condemned already, because 
he has not believed in the name of the only 
begotten Son of God. 

(ii) Of course not everyone WILL believe in Him, but He 
has made every provision for it! 

 
VII. 2PE 3:10  BUT THE DAY OF THE LORD WILL COME AS A THIEF IN THE NIGHT, IN 

WHICH THE HEAVENS WILL PASS AWAY WITH A GREAT NOISE, AND THE ELEMENTS 
WILL MELT WITH FERVENT HEAT; BOTH THE EARTH AND THE WORKS THAT ARE IN 
IT WILL BE BURNED UP. 

 
Life was filled with guns and war 
And everyone got trampled on the floor 
I wish we'd all been ready 
Children died, the days grew cold 
A piece of bread could buy a bag of gold 
I wish we'd all been ready 
There's no time to change your mind 
The Son has come and you've been left behind 
 
A man and wife asleep in bed 
She hears a noise and turns her head, he's gone 
I wish we'd all be ready 
Two men walking up a hill 
One disappears and one's left standing still 
I wish we'd all been ready 
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There's no time to change your mind 
The Son has come and you've been left behind 
 

A. Mat 24:35-42  Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will by no means 
pass away. 36  "But of that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of 
heaven, but My Father only. 37  But as the days of Noah were, so also will the 
coming of the Son of Man be. 38  For as in the days before the flood, they were 
eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noah 
entered the ark, 39  and did not know until the flood came and took them all away, 
so also will the coming of the Son of Man be. 40  Then two men will be in the field: 
one will be taken and the other left. 41  Two women will be grinding at the mill: 
one will be taken and the other left. 42  Watch therefore, for you do not know what 
hour your Lord is coming. 

1. Make no mistake – judgment is coming!  And we should be very careful to NOT 
mistake God’s patience and long-suffering as forgetfulness or even worse a 
lapse in His character. 
a) He created it all with His spoken word – He can also – bring it all to a halt 

– with the same! 
 
VIII. 2PE 3:11  THEREFORE, SINCE ALL THESE THINGS WILL BE DISSOLVED, WHAT 

MANNER OF PERSONS OUGHT YOU TO BE IN HOLY CONDUCT AND GODLINESS, 

A. The world is living like there will be no judgment, but how about His kids? 

1. Are we living the same way?  Does one day run into another as though we have 
forever and do we live like the Lord placed us here on this planet and just forgot 
about us? 
a) Because if we REALLY believe that the judgment is coming – as God’s 

kids we should live with purpose. 
b) And since the ONLY reason HE has NOT returned is so that others might 

be saved, should we not be involved in the same work? 
 
IX. CONCLUSION 

A. 2Pe 3:12-18  looking for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of 
which the heavens will be dissolved, being on fire, and the elements will melt with 
fervent heat? 13  Nevertheless we, according to His promise, look for new 
heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells. 14  Therefore, beloved, 
looking forward to these things, be diligent to be found by Him in peace, without 
spot and blameless; 15  and consider that the longsuffering of our Lord is 
salvation—as also our beloved brother Paul, according to the wisdom given to 
him, has written to you, 16  as also in all his epistles, speaking in them of these 
things, in which are some things hard to understand, which untaught and 
unstable people twist to their own destruction, as they do also the rest of the 
Scriptures. 17  You therefore, beloved, since you know this beforehand, beware 
lest you also fall from your own steadfastness, being led away with the error of 
the wicked; 18 but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ. To Him be the glory both now and forever. Amen. 

1. We should be looking for and hastening the coming of the day of God! 
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2. And finally – let me pick out a few words or phrases in this passage that should 

describe us as God’s children – Christians, as we wait for the Lord: 
a) …looking forward to these things 
b) …be diligent to be found by Him in peace, without spot and 

blameless 
c) …consider that the longsuffering of our Lord is salvation 
d) …beware lest you also fall from your own steadfastness 
e) …grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus 

Christ 
 

MARANATHA!  Come quickly Lord! 
 


