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2PETER 
 

Growing Affection 
2 Peter 1 

 
I. 2 Peter 

a. 1st Peter – Peter dealt with external persecution – fear of what man can do – a fear that 
has the potential to make us ineffective for the Gospel 

i. In Peter’s second letter he turns his attention to internal battles 
ii. The persecution within – within the body of Christ i.e. false teachers, 

compromise, outright sin 
iii. Brings it even closer to home – the war within ourselves in chapter 1 

b. Here’s what’s on the line: 
2 Peter 1:8(NIV) For if you possess these qualities in increasing measure, they will keep you 
from being ineffective and unproductive in your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 But 
whoever does not have them is nearsighted and blind, forgetting that they have been cleansed 
from their past sins. 

i. There is a place we can find ourselves where the knowledge of our Lord Jesus 
Christ is ineffective and unproductive 

ii. When we find ourselves in that place we have become nearsighted and blind – 
forgetting what we have been saved from and what we have been saved for 

iii. How does God measure effectiveness? How does God measure productivity? 
1. Acts 14 There they spoke so effectively that a great number of Jews and 

Greeks believed. 
2. 1 Cor 16 because a great door for effective work has opened to me, and 

there are many who oppose me. 
3. Philemon 1 I pray that your partnership with us in the faith may be 

effective in deepening your understanding of every good thing we share 
for the sake of Christ. 

4. We are effective when Jesus is made known – productivity is not 
measured by a head count, productivity is measured by the condition of 
the heart 

c. But…if we possess these qualities in increasing measure it will guard us from this state 
of ineffectiveness – this state of distraction  

i. Peter has made it very plain that this life is short – there is no time for wandering, 
there is no time for sleep walking – hear the urgency in Peter’s words  

2Pe 1:10-15  Therefore, brethren, be even more diligent to make your call and election sure, for 
if you do these things you will never stumble;  (11)  for so an entrance will be supplied to you 
abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  (12)  For this 
reason I will not be negligent to remind you always of these things, though you know and are 
established in the present truth.  (13)  Yes, I think it is right, as long as I am in this tent, to stir 
you up by reminding you,  (14)  knowing that shortly I must put off my tent, just as our Lord 
Jesus Christ showed me.  (15)  Moreover I will be careful to ensure that you always have a 
reminder of these things after my decease. 

ii. What are these things? What are these qualities that keep us from being 
ineffective and keep us from stumbling? – let’s take a look  



2Pe 1:1 Simon Peter, a bondservant and apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who have obtained 
like precious faith with us by the righteousness of our God and Savior Jesus Christ:  (2)  
Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord,   

II. Keep Adding! 
a. Peter, bondservant and apostle of Jesus Christ 

i. This isn’t a preformatted introduction – Peter, a SLAVE to Jesus Christ 
ii. A word that makes us uncomfortable because of a very dark part of America’s 

past that still haunts us today 
1. We can’t let that get in the way of understanding Peter’s relationship to his 

Savior – slave first, then apostle 
2. Peter was one of the most predominant Christian leaders of his time, his 

words and his leadership carried a great deal of weight in the early church  
3. Before his title, before his authority, came this reality – I am a slave to 

Jesus Christ – he is my Master – it is His will before my own  
4. This is a radical statement for a freeman to make, especially in this culture 

– but this was exactly how Peter viewed his relationship with Jesus 
iii. To everyone who shares in this precious faith with us, a faith in which we have 

received the righteousness of God through our Savior Jesus Christ 
1. That is a life changing sentence and we are just getting started 

b. Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord 
i. There is a lot of math in this chapter – multiplication, adding, the idea here is that 

we are growing, that’s what sanctification is all about – that is the refinement 
process – we think of refinement as a taking away of impurities but as the 
impurities are removed the more and more the brilliance of that precious medal 
shines through 

ii. And this process of multiplication and addition and growth centers around this 
word – knowledge 

iii. When we hear knowledge we immediately think facts, education, schooling, 
degrees, seminary, memorization, theology, doctrine 

1. Here’s a sobering fact – the demons know more about God than you or I, 
satan knows more about God than you or I 

a. That’s why Paul tells us in 1 Cor 8 that there is knowledge that only 
serves to puff us up, to make us prideful, to make us self-righteous 

b. It is a knowledge absent of love, a knowledge without affection – 
that is not the kind of knowledge Peter is referring to 

2. Jesus doesn’t simply want us to know of Him or about Him, He beckons 
us into a deep, real, living relationship with Him 

a. He doesn’t want us to approach His word hoping that we will hear 
something about Him…He wants us to approach it with the 
expectation that we will hear directly from Him 

b. That’s why He says in John 10 “I am the good shepherd; I know my 
sheep and my sheep know me. My sheep listen to my voice and 
they know my voice; and I know them, and they follow me.” 

c. Paul tells us in Romans 8 that all who are led by the Spirit of God 
are Sons of God  

3. This is what it means to be disciple of Jesus, this is where our affection for 
Him grows. 

a. We will see as Peter goes on why growing knowledge that leads to 
growing affection is so vital in our walk with Jesus 

(3)  as His divine power has given to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through 
the knowledge of Him who called us by glory and virtue,  (4)  by which have been given to us 



exceedingly great and precious promises, that through these you may be partakers of the 
divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust. 

III. The Gifts We Have Been Given 
a. His divine power has given to us all things that pertain to life and godliness – can we 

just ponder that verse for a moment, let that sink in 
i. Let’s break this down – we are talking about divine power here. Whose divine 

power? It’s God’s. God is going to give us something through His divine power 
that we don’t have.  

ii. We can’t have it unless He gives it to us. No amount of hard work or dedication is 
going to earn it, or grow it, or manufacture it, or produce it. 

iii. What is He giving us? all things that pertain to life and godliness 
1. We are completely dependent on God to provide us with everything to do 

with life and His ways – and it takes a divine work to impart those things to 
us 

2. We are helpless without Him – Paul tells us in Phil 2:13 (ESV) for it is 
God who works in you, both to will and to work for his good 
pleasure. 

iv. Again, Christianity isn’t a belief system to ascribe to or set of rules to follow or a 
new world view to adopt – it is the very power of God working in us and through 
us for His good pleasure 

1. through the knowledge of Him who called us by glory and virtue 
2Pe 1:16-21  For we did not follow cunningly devised fables when we made known to you the 
power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but were eyewitnesses of His majesty.  (17)  For 
He received from God the Father honor and glory when such a voice came to Him from the 
Excellent Glory: "This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased."  (18)  And we heard this 
voice which came from heaven when we were with Him on the holy mountain.  (19)  And so we 
have the prophetic word confirmed, which you do well to heed as a light that shines in a dark 
place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts;  (20)  knowing this first, 
that no prophecy of Scripture is of any private interpretation,  (21)  for prophecy never came 
by the will of man, but holy men of God spoke as they were moved by the Holy Spirit. 

b. Peter wasn’t some guru teaching methods of prosperous living with clever speech – He 
was a man who witnessed and experienced the power of God 

i. Men will come and go with clever teachings, words that tickle our ears but they 
are a dime a dozen - Act 17:19-21  And they took him and brought him to the 
Areopagus, saying, "May we know what this new doctrine is of which you 
speak?  (20)  For you are bringing some strange things to our ears. 
Therefore we want to know what these things mean."  (21)  For all the 
Athenians and the foreigners who were there spent their time in nothing 
else but either to tell or to hear some new thing. 

ii. The message of the Gospel is not a philosophy to be peddled - it is the power of 
God that brings salvation to everyone who believes 

c. God has given to us all things that pertain to life and godliness and He has given us 
exceedingly great and precious promises, that through these we may share in the divine 
nature 

i. What promises? Where do I begin? Let’s start in Isa 61:1-3  "The Spirit of the 
Lord GOD is upon Me, Because the LORD has anointed Me To preach good 
tidings to the poor; He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, To proclaim 
liberty to the captives, And the opening of the prison to those who are 
bound;  (2)  To proclaim the acceptable year of the LORD, And the day of 
vengeance of our God; To comfort all who mourn,  (3)  To console those 
who mourn in Zion, To give them beauty for ashes, The oil of joy for 
mourning, The garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness; That they may 



be called trees of righteousness, The planting of the LORD, that He may be 
glorified."  

ii. This is the section of scripture that Jesus stood up and read in the synagogue – 
and then He said, "Today this Scripture is fulfilled in your hearing." 

1. So many of these precious promises have to do with our new identity in 
Jesus, our new family, our new Kingdom, and our new King  

2. We are now born of the Spirit and can live a life that is led by the Spirit of 
God and not, as Peter continues, the lusts of our flesh 

d. Having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust. 
i. Where is the victory over our lusts won, victory over our sinful desires? Is it won 

when we learn right from wrong? When we gain knowledge of what is moral and 
what is immoral 

ii. Paul says no. Knowing what is right and wrong is not enough. We have to care. 
(example of driving class)  

1. The battle against corruption is fought on the field of our desires 
2. “If you love Me you will obey Me.” This is an issue of affection.  
3. Mat 10:37  He who loves father or mother more than Me is not worthy 

of Me. And he who loves son or daughter more than Me is not worthy 
of Me.  

4. The rich young ruler knew about God and his laws, Jesus tells him to sell 
all he has and give it to the poor and come follow Him. The rich young 
ruler walked away sad.  

iii. Jesus is dealing with matters of the heart here. Personal affection for Him. Not 
knowing doctrine or theology but knowing Him 

1. Jesus told the Scribes and Pharisees – you study the scriptures diligently, 
yet you don’t know me. You don’t know my Father’s voice, because if you 
did you would know that He sent me. 

2. How do we win this battle of desires?  
e. Sirens in Greek mythology part woman, part bird – they would sing a song that was so 

beautiful that it would entice sailors to jump overboard to their deaths.  
i. Ulysses wanted to hear the Siren’s song, so he instructed his men to tie him to 

the mast and stuff their own ears with bee’s wax, unfortunately that drove him 
insane 

ii. I've always liked the story of how Jason, the leader of the Argonauts, dealt with 
the song of the Sirens. During his travels by sea he would commission the 
legendary musician Orpheus to join him. The moment the crew heard the song of 
the sirens Orpheus would take out his lyre and play music that was far more 
beautiful than the song of the Sirens. The crew was so enamored by Orpheus' 
song that they didn't even notice the song of the Sirens. 

iii. That’s a wonderful picture of what Peter is dealing with here. It’s the sentiment of 
the famous hymn Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus – “Turn your eyes upon Jesus, 
Look full in His wonderful face, And the things of earth will grow strangely dim, In 
the light of His glory and grace.” 

1. We don’t need a better understanding of the consequences of sin, we 
need to see Jesus more clearly, we need to personally get to know our 
Savior – we need to stop listening to the music of this world and start 
hearing the sweet song of the Gospel and our Savior’s love 

2. When we our affection for Jesus grows it changes the way we approach 
the Word of God, no longer a set of rules but opportunities to show our 
affection 

3. What can I do to grow my affection for Jesus? 



(5)  But also for this very reason, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue, to virtue 
knowledge,  (6)  to knowledge self-control, to self-control perseverance, to perseverance 
godliness,  (7)  to godliness brotherly kindness, and to brotherly kindness love. 

IV. What Do I Do? 
a. I’ll touch on each of these things but please spend time mining these truths on your own 

i. Starts with faith – believing – in who Jesus is and what He has done – it has to 
begin here 

ii. Add virtue – manliness, valor, excellence – make a conscious decision to allow 
God to make you into the man or woman He designed you to be 

iii. Add knowledge – give yourself over to seeking God with all your heart, to truly 
knowing Him personally – don’t search the scriptures hoping to hear from God, 
approach the Scriptures expecting to hear from God 

iv. Add self-control – start saying no to your flesh – Jesus said, “Whoever wants to 
be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross daily and follow 
me.” 

v. Add perseverance – patience, primarily with yourself – hurry up and wait, we 
never change as fast as we would like to but trust that God is faithful to complete 
the work He started 

vi. Add godliness – reverence for God, respect for God, the Greek originally dealt 
with the respect a child had for the parent 

vii. Add brotherly kindness – concern for your brothers and sisters 
viii. Add love – acts of service, charity – agape love, laying down your life 

1. Let’s commit to meditating on these things and leaning on the Holy Spirit 
to provide Spiritual understanding 


