
07/08/18 
Pastor Dan Esh 
Calvary Chapel Central Phoenix 
Outlines: http://www.calvarycentral.org/media 
RSS: http://www.calvarycentral.org/feed 
2JOHN 
 

Protected by Truth and Love 
2 John 

 
I. The Sway of the Evil One 

a. Last week John left us with a sobering reality –  the whole world lies under the sway of 
the wicked one. 

i. We are strangers in a society that has been slowly rocked to sleep by the lies of 
the devil  

ii. Convinced that what is good is evil and what is evil is good  
1. Easy to lose sight of the reality that we are aliens in this land, pilgrims just 

passing through 
iii. We are reminded throughout the New Testament that as good as we have had it 

in America this is not our home 
1. Paul writes in 2 Corinthians “even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to 

those who are perishing whose minds the god of this age has blinded” 
2. And in Galatians “(Jesus)…gave Himself for our sins, that He might deliver 

us from this present evil age 
3. And in Ephesians “See then that you walk circumspectly, not as fools but 

as wise, redeeming the time, because the days are evil.” 
4. Some may say come on, it’s not that bad. One of his greatest deceptions 

– the curse of prosperity – but what lies behind the shine of worldly 
success and financial prosperity? Broken homes, infidelity, betrayal, 
addiction, loneliness, insecurity, fear, division. Just because a house looks 
great on the outside doesn’t mean there is a home on the inside.  

b. This world is under the influence of satan  
i. Scary part about that – it is human nature to be creatures of conformity – we 

adapt to our surroundings – we are like water, we take the shape of whatever 
situation we are poured into.  

ii. We begin to look, talk, think, and live like the people we are surrounded by 
iii. How do we protect ourselves from being deceived, distracted, or put to sleep? 

1. There is a very real enemy that wants nothing more than to make us 
ineffective for the Kingdom of God. How can we guard against his 
deception when we are surrounded by it? 

iv. That is the beating heart of John’s second letter 
2Jn 1:1-13  The Elder, To the elect lady and her children, whom I love in truth, and not only I, 
but also all those who have known the truth,  (2)  because of the truth which abides in us and 
will be with us forever:  (3)  Grace, mercy, and peace will be with you from God the Father and 
from the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of the Father, in truth and love.  (4)  I rejoiced greatly that I 
have found some of your children walking in truth, as we received commandment from the 
Father.  (5)  And now I plead with you, lady, not as though I wrote a new commandment to you, 
but that which we have had from the beginning: that we love one another.  (6)  This is love, 
that we walk according to His commandments. This is the commandment, that as you have 
heard from the beginning, you should walk in it.  (7)  For many deceivers have gone out into 
the world who do not confess Jesus Christ as coming in the flesh. This is a deceiver and an 
antichrist.  (8)  Look to yourselves, that we do not lose those things we worked for, but that we 



may receive a full reward.  (9)  Whoever transgresses and does not abide in the doctrine of 
Christ does not have God. He who abides in the doctrine of Christ has both the Father and the 
Son.  (10)  If anyone comes to you and does not bring this doctrine, do not receive him into 
your house nor greet him;  (11)  for he who greets him shares in his evil deeds.  (12)  Having 
many things to write to you, I did not wish to do so with paper and ink; but I hope to come to 
you and speak face to face, that our joy may be full.  (13)  The children of your elect sister 
greet you. Amen. 

II. Walk in Love 
a. One of the first questions I ask when approaching a section of scripture – what is the big 

idea? 
i. The overarching theme – the main point the author wanted his audience to hear 
ii. God’s Word is so rich and there are so many life-giving truths in a single verse – 

but I am a simple man 
1. Many of you will not retain everything we study this morning – so what is 

the one thing we absolutely must walk away with 
b. I pulled the big idea from verses 5 through 7– A church rooted and growing in love is not 

easily distracted or deceived. 
i. What is true love? – wanting the best for someone else. The best is Jesus – the 

willingness to be used in another’s life so that they may see Jesus more clearly, 
that they may grow in their understanding of Him 

ii. Rom 10:1  Brethren, my heart's desire and prayer to God for Israel is that 
they may be saved. 

iii. Before we say “Aw, isn’t that nice” Romans 9:1 (NIV) I speak the truth in 
Christ—I am not lying, my conscience confirms it through the Holy Spirit— 
2 I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. 3 For I could 
wish that I myself were cursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my 
people, those of my own race, 4 the people of Israel. Theirs is the adoption 
to sonship; theirs the divine glory, the covenants, the receiving of the law, 
the temple worship and the promises. 5 Theirs are the patriarchs, and from 
them is traced the human ancestry of the Messiah, who is God over all, 
forever praised! Amen. 

1. A church motivated by love is not easily deceived. A church willing to pay 
the price that true love demands is not easily distracted - Cost? Our lives. 
1 John 3:16 This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid 
down his life for us. And we ought to lay down our lives for our 
brothers and sisters. 

c. This is love, that we walk according to His commandments. This is the commandment, 
that as you have heard from the beginning, you should walk in it.  

i. John has already told us in his first letter that love and truth are inseparable – 
1Jn 3:18  My little children, let us not love in word or in tongue, but in deed 
and in truth. 

1. Love without truth is not love and truth without love is not truth – if you 
remove one from the other they both disappear 

ii. “Here we go again, another teaching about love.” This is where the rubber meets 
the road, if we miss this we miss everything. Our love for God is made manifest 
in our love for others. If that isn’t present how can we possibly say we love God.  

iii. This is the primary work that God desires to do in us. Transform our motives, to 
change our desires, to change the “why” within us.  

1. The why is so very important to God. It’s a freeing thing to be able to say I 
do what I do because I love Jesus and I love you. 



2. Instead the why is often because I love myself and I want to save face. I 
love myself and I want to be noticed. I love myself and don't want to be 
embarrassed. 

III. The “Why” in the Church 
a. If we don’t get the why right – we open ourselves up to deception, to distraction 

i. Why we meet on a Sunday or a Wednesday, why we worship, why we study 
God’s Word together, why we hang around and fellowship, why we break bread 
at each other’s houses, why serve the children, why we tithe, we open ourselves 
up to danger  

ii. 2 John (5)  And now I plead with you, lady, not as though I wrote a new 
commandment to you, but that which we have had from the beginning: that 
we love one another.  (6)  This is love, that we walk according to His 
commandments. This is the commandment, that as you have heard from 
the beginning, you should walk in it.  (7)  For many deceivers have gone 
out into the world who do not confess Jesus Christ as coming in the flesh. 
This is a deceiver and an antichrist. 

iii. I plead with you that you, love one another “for” or “because” many deceivers 
have gone out into the world who do not confess Jesus Christ as coming in the 
flesh. This is a deceiver and an antichrist. 

1. John is making a connection between how we interact with one another, 
how we bear one another’s burdens, how we show each other mercy and 
grace, how we forgive one another and our ability to withstand the lies of 
the enemy 

2. If we fail in the area of love, we will be deceived 
b. Isn’t that what James was getting at in his letter? 

i. Jas 3:16-18  For where envy and self-seeking exist, confusion and every 
evil thing are there.  (17)  But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, 
then peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy and good fruits, 
without partiality and without hypocrisy.  (18)  Now the fruit of 
righteousness is sown in peace by those who make peace. 

ii. Jas 4:1  Where do wars and fights come from among you? Do they not 
come from your desires for pleasure that war in your members? 

1. That is why our motives are so important! The why we do what we do. If 
the why isn’t because of a love for God and a love for his people then we 
will be easily led astray, led into fights that never should have happened, 
arguments that really get us nowhere, divisions that fracture the church 
into a million different pieces.  

IV. The Church Conformed 
a. Would you say the church today is transforming our culture or conforming to it? 

i. The pressure to denounce a Biblical world view grows more and more and 
powerful by the day.  

ii. The pressure to call what God has said is good evil and to call what is evil good. 
The pressure to view God’s Word as archaic and out of date 

iii. Social pressure, political pressure, and someday soon physical pressure. People 
are being deceived and John would tell us it is because we have failed at the 
most basic level.  

1. Isn’t that quite amazing – in this “love wins” movement, a movement that 
is supposed to value love above all things, the truth of God’s Word has 
been compromised. The enemy is more clever then we can imagine. 

2. Love was never main the goal, love was never the highest aim – it was 
being loved and accepted by the world 



iv. Right now God's Word is being marginalized, and I wonder if during my children's 
lifetime it will criminalized – but John’s message is not about doom and gloom - it 
is about preparation and protection. 

b. How can we grow in love and guard against our own deceitful motives? We must fight 
against laziness, apathy, and discouragement 

i. Laziness – procrastination – I’ll get around to it – the cure an understanding that 
our time is short – it starts with an urgency about the way we live our lives 

1. 1Jn 2:18  Little children, it is the last hour; and as you have heard 
that the Antichrist is coming, even now many antichrists have come, 
by which we know that it is the last hour. 

2. Eph 5:15-17  See then that you walk circumspectly, not as fools but 
as wise,  (16)  redeeming the time, because the days are evil.  (17)  
Therefore do not be unwise, but understand what the will of the Lord 
is. 

3. 2Ti 3:1-4  But know this, that in the last days perilous times will 
come:  (2)  For men will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, 
boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, 
unholy,  (3)  unloving, unforgiving, slanderers, without self-control, 
brutal, despisers of good,  (4)  traitors, headstrong, haughty, lovers 
of pleasure rather than lovers of God, 

ii. This is it, we are living in the last days – Some would say that Jesus came 2,000 
years ago – and they’ve been saying that ever since 

1. 2Pe 3:3-4  knowing this first: that scoffers will come in the last days, 
walking according to their own lusts,  (4)  and saying, "Where is the 
promise of His coming? For since the fathers fell asleep, all things 
continue as they were from the beginning of creation." 

2. 2Pe 3:8-12  But, beloved, do not forget this one thing, that with the 
Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one 
day.  (9)  The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some 
count slackness, but is longsuffering toward us, not willing that any 
should perish but that all should come to repentance.  (10)  But the 
day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night, in which the heavens 
will pass away with a great noise, and the elements will melt with 
fervent heat; both the earth and the works that are in it will be burned 
up.  (11)  Therefore, since all these things will be dissolved, what 
manner of persons ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness,  
(12)  looking for and hastening the coming of the day of God, 
because of which the heavens will be dissolved, being on fire, and 
the elements will melt with fervent heat? 

iii. Apathy - The World deserves their fate - John would have some pretty direct 
words for this kind of thinking - so would Jesus 

1. The truth of Christ, the truth of the gospel, the truth of the word of God is 
the air in which our love lives and flourishes. It’s the granite rock 
foundation on which our love rests.  

2. Here's what I have found - A careful study of God's Word creates a love 
for God and for His creation - do we lack love, learn God's Word. If we 
learn God's Word and we find that we loving others less and judging 
people more - and we find ourselves feeling superior to others - we are 
reading it wrong. 

3. I don't teach the Word because I am part of a Calvary Chapel, I am part of 
a Calvary Chapel because I need the Word of God. I desperately need His 
truth. I need to hear it, I need to see it, and I am so thankful that I get to 



share it with all of you. A people who love each other like this will not be 
easily deceived at the end of the age. 

iv. Discouragement - War is already lost - it's not worth my time - there's no chance 
of revival 

1. Verse 4 “I rejoiced greatly to find some of your children walking in the 
truth, just as we were commanded by the Father.” As one commentator 
points out “He rejoiced over what he experienced in the lives of other 
Christians. In other words, living together in love, even if surrounded by 
antichrists, is a happy way to live. Loving and being loved in the truth of 
the gospel is deeply satisfying life. Such a happy community will not be 
easily deceived by the thin pleasures of sin.” 

2. John found joy in seeing small victories, it’s easy to focus on all the loses 
in a world rocked to sleep by the enemy. But let us never grow weary of 
doing good. 

a. Let’s find encouragement in our collective work to see many more 
come to see Jesus.  


