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2CORINTHIANS 
 

Heart, Mind, Soul, and Strength 

2 Corinthians 11 

 

I. Drawn Away 

a. Deception had crept into the church 

i. In chapter 10 Paul provided the church in Corinth a blueprint for effective spiritual 

warfare 

ii. He knew the moment someone gave their life to Christ a war would awaken within them. 

A war between the Spirit of God: 

1. Their flesh 

2. The broken systems of this world 

3. The devil and his forces 

iii. Paul knew what was on the line – He knew what he was fighting for 

1. The culture had bought into lies about themselves and about God – broken ideas 

and concepts that lead to broken and destructive behaviors  

2. He fought to bring lies into the light and reveal the truth of gospel 

3. Now in Chapter 11 we see why he wrote what he did in chapter 10  

b. 2Co 11:3  But I fear, lest somehow, as the serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness, so your 

minds may be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ. The basis for Paul’s 2nd epistle 

i. The devil exploited Eve’s desires (realized that it was good for food, saw that it was 

pleasing to the eyes, thought that it would make one wise) and enticed her away from a 

simple and pure relationship with God 

1. Paul was seeing the same thing in the church 

2. If Paul were here today I know he would have the same message for us 

3. So many of us have been drawn away from a simple and wonderful relationship 

with Jesus 

a. Not always falling into a life dominating sin, simply ignoring Jesus in our 

day to day lives 

ii. When you boil it all down the issue is loyalty – who or what do we pledge our loyalty to? 

Who or what has earned our time and energy? Who deserves our affection? Our minds 

say one thing but our actions say another 

2Co 11:1  Oh, that you would bear with me in a little folly—and indeed you do bear with me.  (2)  For I am 

jealous for you with godly jealousy. For I have betrothed you to one husband, that I may present you as a 

chaste virgin to Christ. 

c. Paul says bear with me for a moment as I use a human analogy 

i. In this analogy Paul is the pastor at a wedding ceremony and he is presenting the bride 

(the church) to Jesus 

1. Not the only place we see the church referred to as the bride of Christ – husbands 

love you wives as Christ loved the church and gave Himself for her 

2. Paul says I am jealous for you with Godly jealousy – FOR YOU – that is so 

refreshing to hear in a FOR ME world – everything Paul did was for them 

because he loved them – the heart of a shepherd - (28)  besides the other things, 

what comes upon me daily: my deep concern for all the churches. 
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3. Paul says you have committed your lives to Jesus. You have believed that He is 

the son of God sent to die on your behalf. Through His resurrection you have 

victory over death, power over sin.  

4. Through His Spirit you have received the knowledge of truth and the confidence 

of adoption  

5. Jesus gave His life for you, pursued you while you were in your sin, saved you 

but now you are so quick to give your loyalty to another 

d. Loyalty is very important to God 

i. Marriage is God’s design. What is expected in a marriage? Even in our secular world? 

Love and Loyalty for a lifetime.  

ii. What is the first commandment? Thou shalt have no other God's before me. 

iii. What did Jesus say is the most important commandment - Mat 22:37-38  Jesus said to 

him, 'YOU SHALL LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEART, 

WITH ALL YOUR SOUL, AND WITH ALL YOUR MIND.'  (38)  This is the first and 

great commandment. 

1. God’s instruction is for our benefit. He says we shall not look to any other thing 

to provide provision or purpose apart from Him.  

iv. David's last words to his son - 1Ch 28:9  "As for you, my son Solomon, know the God 

of your father, and serve Him with a loyal heart and with a willing mind; for the 

LORD searches all hearts and understands all the intent of the thoughts. If you seek 

Him, He will be found by you; but if you forsake Him, He will cast you off forever. 
v. David prays for his son - 1Ch 29:19  And give my son Solomon a loyal heart to keep 

Your commandments and Your testimonies and Your statutes, to do all these things, 

and to build the temple for which I have made provision." 
vi. And the tragedy - 1Ki 11:4  For it was so, when Solomon was old, that his wives turned 

his heart after other gods; and his heart was not loyal to the LORD his God, as was the 

heart of his father David. 
1. God isn’t simply His name, it’s His job description. The Lord is my shepherd I 

shall not want. He’s our rock, our foundation, everything we build must be built 

on Him. 

2. There is nothing in this world that can fill that role for us. Anything that we build 

on any other foundation crumbles. 

3. That is the great deception - there is joy, there is fulfillment, there is purpose apart 

from Jesus. That is why loyalty is so important to God. He knows true loyalty to 

anything else above Him means spiritual and emotional devastation. 

(3)  But I fear, lest somehow, as the serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness, so your minds may be corrupted 

from the simplicity that is in Christ. 

e. Having begun in the Spirit - Having seen the truth of who God is, what He has done for you, and 

how much He loves why are you turning back to the flesh to made complete? 

i. You’re closing your eyes again after you have been given the ability to see 

ii. You’ve been brought into a right relationship with the God of this universe and now you 

are neglecting it for this pitiful substitute  

iii. Why would anyone do that unless they have been deceived? 

II. Confusion 

(4)  For if he who comes preaches another Jesus whom we have not preached, or if you receive a different 

spirit which you have not received, or a different gospel which you have not accepted—you may well put up 

with it! 

a. The anatomy of a false teacher – false teacher is any voice that seeks to exalt itself against the 

knowledge of God 

i. Not always a person in a white robe. As Paul said it’s often an idea, a concept, a belief – 

the faces change the intent remains the same – to draw us away from a relationship with 

Jesus 



ii. False teacher always confuses a simple truth. Our God is not the God of confusion but 

where there is sin there is confusion. 

1. A confused mind is a mind that is easily led astray. Someone who is drowning 

and willing to hold onto anything even if it’s a shark 

2. You remember the serpent and Eve – did God really say? If you eat from the tree 

you will become like God.  

3. That is why it is so important to know the truth. Our feelings lie, our thoughts lie, 

people lie – God never lies. His Words never fail. If you fall in love with His 

Word, you will not be easily swayed. 

4. One pastor was asked “What is the single greatest problem in the church?” His 

answer, lack of discernment. This is a Bible teacher mind you. Their follow up 

question was, "Then why do you spend so much time preaching on the 

importance of sound doctrine?" His response - Doctrine is truth, truth is the 

criteria by which you discern. If you don't know truth, you can't discern. If you 

can't discern, you get seduced. If you get seduced, you then become unfaithful to 

Christ. 

b. False teachers attempt to confuse the truth of who Jesus is and what He has done and who the 

Holy Spirit is and what He is doing 

i. Jesus is Savior and King – The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of Christ that lives within us and 

empowers us to live out God’s plan while were here on earth  

1. Any belief that changes or distorts those truths should be rejected at all costs 

2. Broken behaviors can be traced back to a lies that we have believed about who 

God’s character and intentions 

(5)  For I consider that I am not at all inferior to the most eminent apostles.  (6)  Even though I am 

untrained in speech, yet I am not in knowledge. But we have been thoroughly manifested among you in all 

things.  (7)  Did I commit sin in humbling myself that you might be exalted, because I preached the gospel of 

God to you free of charge?  (8)  I robbed other churches, taking wages from them to minister to you.  (9)  

And when I was present with you, and in need, I was a burden to no one, for what I lacked the brethren who 

came from Macedonia supplied. And in everything I kept myself from being burdensome to you, and so I will 

keep myself. (10)  As the truth of Christ is in me, no one shall stop me from this boasting in the regions of 

Achaia.  (11)  Why? Because I do not love you? God knows!  (12)  But what I do, I will also continue to do, 

that I may cut off the opportunity from those who desire an opportunity to be regarded just as we are in the 

things of which they boast.  (13)  For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves into 

apostles of Christ.  (14)  And no wonder! For Satan himself transforms himself into an angel of light.  (15)  

Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also transform themselves into ministers of righteousness, 

whose end will be according to their works.  (16)  I say again, let no one think me a fool. If otherwise, at least 

receive me as a fool, that I also may boast a little. 

c. History vs Hype –  

i. Paul demonstrated that he was true minister, true shepherd through a history of humility, 

love, and truth 

1. Despite that history people were still being deceived by smooth talkers 

ii. We live in a time where if you say it with the right look and the right attitude it must be 

true 

1. Why do companies spend millions on celebrities to endorse their products? 

Because we are gullible 

2. Why as kids did we listen to our friends instead of our parents? Because we are 

gullible 

3. Why do Christians believe any and every wind of popular doctrine? Because we 

are gullible 

iii. 1Jn 4:1-3  Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits, whether they are of 

God; because many false prophets have gone out into the world.  (2)  By this you know 

the Spirit of God: Every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is 



of God,  (3)  and every spirit that does not confess that Jesus Christ has come in the 

flesh is not of God. And this is the spirit of the Antichrist, which you have heard was 

coming, and is now already in the world. 

1. How do we test the message? Does it affirm the humanity and deity of Christ? 

Does it affirm the depths of His love, that he came and died for us and does it 

affirm the greatness of His power, that He is of God 

a. Do we believe this or are we searching for love and power in other places? 

2. Can’t leave out verse 4 - 1Jn 4:4  You are of God, little children, and have 

overcome them, because He who is in you is greater than he who is in the 

world. 

iv. Now Paul says if you want hype, if you want boasting, I will give you boasting 

(17)  What I speak, I speak not according to the Lord, but as it were, foolishly, in this confidence of boasting.  

(18)  Seeing that many boast according to the flesh, I also will boast.  (19)  For you put up with fools gladly, 

since you yourselves are wise!  (20)  For you put up with it if one brings you into bondage, if one devours you, 

if one takes from you, if one exalts himself, if one strikes you on the face.  (21)  To our shame I say that we 

were too weak for that! But in whatever anyone is bold—I speak foolishly—I am bold also.  (22)  Are they 

Hebrews? So am I. Are they Israelites? So am I. Are they the seed of Abraham? So am I.  (23)  Are they 

ministers of Christ?—I speak as a fool—I am more: in labors more abundant, in stripes above measure, in 

prisons more frequently, in deaths often.  (24)  From the Jews five times I received forty stripes minus one.  (25)  

Three times I was beaten with rods; once I was stoned; three times I was shipwrecked; a night and a day I have 

been in the deep;  (26)  in journeys often, in perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in perils of my own 

countrymen, in perils of the Gentiles, in perils in the city, in perils in the wilderness, in perils in the sea, in perils 

among false brethren;  (27)  in weariness and toil, in sleeplessness often, in hunger and thirst, in fastings often, 

in cold and nakedness— (28)  besides the other things, what comes upon me daily: my deep concern for all the 

churches.  (29)  Who is weak, and I am not weak? Who is made to stumble, and I do not burn with indignation?  

(30)  If I must boast, I will boast in the things which concern my infirmity.  (31)  The God and Father of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, who is blessed forever, knows that I am not lying.  (32)  In Damascus the governor, under 

Aretas the king, was guarding the city of the Damascenes with a garrison, desiring to arrest me;  (33)  but I was 

let down in a basket through a window in the wall, and escaped from his hands. 

III. Conclusion 

a. It’s sad that it got to this place. It’s never fun having to defend yourself but Paul felt it necessary 

for the sake of a church that he loved 

i. They had forced his hand. Anytime lies are treated as truth we are forced to come against 

to lies at the risk of people taking it personal 

ii. We have all been in a place where speaking the truth in love caused pain and maybe even 

anger but for the sake of the gospel it is worth it 

iii. Chapter 13 Paul will continue to pour out his heart to a church that he loves very deeply 


