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2CORINTHIANS 
 

Equipped for Battle 

2 Corinthians 10:7-18 

 

I. Paul – No Stranger to Conflict 

a. Everywhere Paul went he faced opposition – whether it was from the Jewish zealots, Roman 

leaders, or even men and women within the churches he planted 

i. He didn’t seek out conflict – he wasn’t looking for a fight, the fight found him 

ii. What did Paul do that was worthy of being attacked? 

1. Spreading a message of love and forgiveness? Pointing people towards an 

abundant life in Christ Jesus? 

2. It was for this message he was persecuted and it was for this message he 

persevered.  

iii. 2Co 4:8-10  We are hard-pressed on every side, yet not crushed; we are perplexed, but 

not in despair;  (9)  persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed— (10)  

always carrying about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life of Jesus 

also may be manifested in our body. 

b. Paul had found something or more specifically someone worth fighting for, worth suffering for, 

worth struggling for – despite the opposition, despite the persecution, he witnessed victory after 

victory for the sake of the cross 

i. What made him effective? 

1. He knew he was in a fight and he understood what he was fighting for.  

2. He had clearly identified the enemy 

3. He knew where the battle was taking place  

4. He knew how to overcome the enemy – to win these battles 

2Co 10:1 I, Paul, myself entreat you, by the meekness and gentleness of Christ—I who am humble when face 

to face with you, but bold toward you when I am away!— (2)  I beg of you that when I am present I may not 

have to show boldness with such confidence as I count on showing against some who suspect us of walking 

according to the flesh.  (3)  For though we walk in the flesh, we are not waging war according to the flesh.  

(4)  For the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh but have divine power to destroy strongholds.  (5)  

We destroy arguments and every lofty opinion raised against the knowledge of God, and take every thought 

captive to obey Christ,  (6)  being ready to punish every disobedience, when your obedience is complete. 
c. We’ve learned that we are in a fight, we have learned what is at stake, we know the battle starts 

in mind, and our primary enemy is our own flesh 

i. As we finish chapter 10 we will learn how to fight, how to overcome for the sake of the 

of gospel because every victory reveals the true nature of God more clearly, every defeat 

perpetuates a lie  

II. A New Identity 

(7)  Look at what is before your eyes. If anyone is confident that he is Christ's, let him remind himself that 

just as he is Christ's, so also are we.  (8)  For even if I boast a little too much of our authority, which the 

Lord gave for building you up and not for destroying you, I will not be ashamed. 

a. There is an all-out assault on truth 

i. satan’s primary work is deception for the sake of destruction. To convince people to 

believe that which is not true. 

ii. Some of Jesus’s harshest words are found in Joh 8:44-47  You are of your father the 

devil, and your will is to do your father's desires. He was a murderer from the 

beginning, and does not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he 
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lies, he speaks out of his own character, for he is a liar and the father of lies. (45)  But 

because I tell the truth, you do not believe me. (46)  Which one of you convicts me of 

sin? If I tell the truth, why do you not believe me? (47)  Whoever is of God hears the 

words of God. The reason why you do not hear them is that you are not of God." 

iii. That’s what Paul is referring to in verse 5 We destroy arguments and every lofty opinion 

raised against the knowledge of God, and take every thought captive to obey Christ 
1. Ideas, concepts, beliefs, these are powerful things. Our ideas shape our actions. 

How we view others, how we view ourselves, how we view the world, and how 

we view God – these ideas shape everything that we do 

2. Wrong beliefs lead to wrong actions. That seems tame but the consequences are 

not. 

3. Rev 19:20 And the beast was captured, and with it the false prophet who in its 

presence had done the signs by which he deceived those who had received the 

mark of the beast and those who worshiped its image. These two were thrown 

alive into the lake of fire that burns with sulfur.   

4. Rev 20:10  and the devil who had deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire 

and sulfur where the beast and the false prophet were, and they will be 

tormented day and night forever and ever. His end goal is for humanity to burn 

with him. 

b. Revealing his true nature 

i. Gen 3:1-6  Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that the 

LORD God had made. He said to the woman, "Did God actually say, 'You shall not eat 

of any tree in the garden'?"  (2)  And the woman said to the serpent, "We may eat of 

the fruit of the trees in the garden,  (3)  but God said, 'You shall not eat of the fruit of 

the tree that is in the midst of the garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you die.'"  (4)  

But the serpent said to the woman, "You will not surely die.  (5)  For God knows that 

when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good 

and evil."  (6)  So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was 

a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of 

its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her husband who was with her, and he ate. 

ii. In these 6 short verses you see an all-out assault on truth by the three enemies of God 

1. The lies of satan – you will not surely die; the systems of this world – lust of the 

flesh (it was good for food), the lust of the eyes (it was a delight to the eyes), 

pride of life (it would make one wise), and her flesh – I want it! 

2. That is a perfect blueprint for our battle – satan, the world, and our flesh on one 

side saying one thing and God on the other side saying another 

a. Who do we believe? Adam and Eve bought the lie and the rest is history. 

c. There’s a similar account in the gospel of Matthew 4 

i. Mat 4:1-11  Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by 

the devil.  (2)  And after fasting forty days and forty nights, he was hungry.  (3)  And 

the tempter came and said to him, "If you are the Son of God, command these stones to 

become loaves of bread."  (4)  But he answered, "It is written, "'Man shall not live by 

bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.'" (5)  Then the devil 

took him to the holy city and set him on the pinnacle of the temple  (6)  and said to him, 

"If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down, for it is written, "'He will command 

his angels concerning you,' and "'On their hands they will bear you up, lest you strike 

your foot against a stone.'"  (7)  Jesus said to him, "Again it is written, 'You shall not 

put the Lord your God to the test.'" (8)  Again, the devil took him to a very high 

mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their glory.  (9)  And he 

said to him, "All these I will give you, if you will fall down and worship me."  (10)  

Then Jesus said to him, "Be gone, Satan! For it is written, "'You shall worship the 



Lord your God and him only shall you serve.'" (11)  Then the devil left him, and 

behold, angels came and were ministering to him. 

ii. Again we see the deceiver, the systems of the world at work, and Jesus’s flesh. How did 

Jesus do battle? With the truth of God’s Word. 

iii. Temptation is often seen as a negative but it is an opportunity to believe God, to bring our 

flesh into submission, and to resist the devil. In the midst of that we are matured and 

transformed into the image of Jesus 

1. Paul says here in chapter 10 - Let a man remind himself of his identity – that he 

belongs to Jesus and so do we. 

a. As we take communion today Jesus says do this in remembrance of me 

b. A mind set on the truth of God’s Word is a mind that is able to resist the 

lusts of flesh and the temptations of the devil 

2. Psalm 1:1 Blessed is the man Who walks not in the counsel of the ungodly, Nor 

stands in the path of sinners, Nor sits in the seat of the scornful;  (2)  But his 

delight is in the law of the LORD, And in His law he meditates day and night.  

(3)  He shall be like a tree Planted by the rivers of water, That brings forth its 

fruit in its season, Whose leaf also shall not wither; And whatever he does shall 

prosper. 
a. Why does he prosper? Because he is not deceived! He is not distracted! 

He isn’t carried off by his emotions and selfish desires. He is rooted in the 

truth of God’s Word. 

3. Charles Spurgeon once said “If God declares that all is well, ten thousand devils 

may declare it to be ill, but we laugh them all to scorn. Blessed be God for a faith 

which enables us to believe God when the creatures contradict Him.” 

a. Victory is found in knowing and believing the promises of God. Knowing 

and trusting the voice of God.  

d. It is time that we start taking offense to the lies that we are bombarded with instead of 

entertaining them 

i. Starts with taking the lies our flesh tells us personal – calling out our flesh for what it is, a 

liar and a thief 

ii. Verse 8 For even if I boast a little too much of our authority, which the Lord gave for 

building you up and not for destroying you, I will not be ashamed. 

iii. Paul goes on to say in 2Co 11:3  But I am afraid that as the serpent deceived Eve by his 

cunning, your thoughts will be led astray from a sincere and pure devotion to Christ. 

1. The difference between the voice of God and all the other voices – He seeks to 

build us up – His truth edifies us, His promises inspire us. Paul says we have been 

sent under the authority of God to build you up yet we are being treated like the 

enemy.  

iv. We’ve been given this wonderful gift of sight. Our eyes have been opened to the truth yet 

we still entertain ideas that we know to be destructive because our flesh wants to believe 

them. 

1. It’s time to take that personally. If something wants to destroy us, destroy our 

families, destroy our relationships isn’t that something we should make us upset? 

2. Instead of all the little things we take personally, all the meaningless things that 

we are offended by. A look, a text, lack of attention, lack of affection, whatever it 

is that our selfish nature gets offended by – things with all bark and no bite 

3. Instead let’s point all our animosity at the real enemy. Our flesh and the enemy 

who desires to exploit the weakness of our flesh for our own destruction 

III. An Accurate Perception of Self 

(9)  I do not want to appear to be frightening you with my letters.  (10)  For they say, "His letters are weighty 

and strong, but his bodily presence is weak, and his speech of no account."  (11)  Let such a person 

understand that what we say by letter when absent, we do when present.  (12)  Not that we dare to classify or 



compare ourselves with some of those who are commending themselves. But when they measure themselves 

by one another and compare themselves with one another, they are without understanding. 

a. These men in the church were painting Paul to be an overbearing, abusive, intimidating man who 

was using fear and judgment as a means of manipulating and controlling people 

i. They claimed that Paul didn’t truly care about them – “look at how harsh his first letter 

was, how could you think he loves you?” 

ii. What a sad lie this is. One that we’ve all heard before. It is so very destructive. 

1. The one that agrees with everything you do, that always takes your side, 

encourages your every behavior, doesn’t judge anything you do – that is the 

person who loves you 

2. The one who takes a stand for what is right, the one who is willing to disagree 

with you for your sake, calls out behaviors that are harmful, and argues against 

lies that you have believed – they are painted as unloving and judgmental 

3. We need to wake up – people who are willing to have those tough conversations 

with us are the ones who love us the most 

a. I see this with blended families – at one home the kids have the freedom to 

do whatever they want, at the other there are rules and guidelines put in 

place for their protection – where do they want to spend their time? 

4. A mature man embraces a brother who loves him enough to tell him the truth 

iii. Part of winning these battles is surrounding ourselves with people who stand for truth and 

embracing accountability – handling constructive criticism well  

b. Paul writes in verse 12 “Not that we dare to classify or compare ourselves with some of those 

who are commending themselves” 

i. Listen to the sarcasm in these words. Who are we compared to these men who have 

hyped themselves up? 

(13)  But we will not boast beyond limits, but will boast only with regard to the area of influence God 

assigned to us, to reach even to you.  (14)  For we are not overextending ourselves, as though we did not 

reach you. For we were the first to come all the way to you with the gospel of Christ.  (15)  We do not boast 

beyond limit in the labors of others. But our hope is that as your faith increases, our area of influence 

among you may be greatly enlarged,  (16)  so that we may preach the gospel in lands beyond you, without 

boasting of work already done in another's area of influence.  (17)  "Let the one who boasts, boast in the 

Lord."  (18)  For it is not the one who commends himself who is approved, but the one whom the Lord 

commends. 

c. What is more important “hype” or “history” – someone talking about how much they care or 

some who has a history of showing how much they care 

i. We live in a generation where people buy hype over history - look what Paul says about 

that – “But when they measure themselves by one another and compare themselves with 

one another, they are without understanding.” 

ii. I used to listen to the voice of my friends over the voice of my parents who have done 

nothing but sacrifice to provide a loving home for me to grow up in – yeah that lacks 

understanding 

iii. We listen to our flesh and the devil over the voice of Jesus – I know the devil’s hype can 

sound very convincing and the voice of our flesh can be very loud and demanding but 

only Jesus bore the weight of my sins as He was nailed to that cross 

1. They haven’t earned the right to speak into my life, why in the world to I allow 

them to 

2. It’s time we started taking their lies personal, taking offense to what they are 

selling as they seek to destroy us and the knowledge of who God is 

IV. Communion 

 

 

 


