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2CORINTHIANS 
 

The Joy of the Generous – Part 2 

2 Corinthians 9 

 

I. Chapters 8 & 9 deal with the principal of generosity – giving (disclaimer) 

a. On Paul’s third missionary journey, while he visited the churches of Macedonia and Achaia, he 

took an offering for the church in Jerusalem 

i. They were going through very difficult times financially because of persecution and 

famine  

ii. The churches in Thessalonica, Berea, and Philippi (in Macedonia) were going through 

difficult financial times themselves but despite their lack they gave freely 

iii. Chapter 8 “That in a great trial of affliction the abundance of their joy and their deep 

poverty abounded in the riches of their liberality” 

1. The churches of Macedonia were in the midst of financial hardship and they are 

giving freely. The church in Corinth was in the midst of financial prosperity and 

they hadn’t raised a cent. What’s the difference?  

2. The churches of Macedonia had discovered the joy in giving 

3. Paul says they were “imploring us with much urgency that we would receive the 

gift.” They begged Paul to take their gift to Jerusalem. They were pleading for the 

opportunity to give. 

4. They had discovered that giving was so rewarding, so joyous, so fulfilling that 

they jumped at the chance 

5. God wants to do that same work in us – so that we are jumping at the chance to 

share our resources, so that we are falling over one another trying to help – many 

in our fellowship have found that place. 

b. Our God is a generous God – God so loved the world that He gave  

i. So if our God is generous wouldn’t it stand to reason He wants His kids to be generous 

too? 

ii. If we are called to be ambassadors of Christ, representatives of Jesus shouldn’t our lives 

reflect that same generosity?  

1. Paul’s exhortation wasn’t simply about giving more, he was calling the church in 

Corinth to deeper relationship with Jesus 

2. This was about their identity in Christ – religion is about duty, relationship is 

about transformation of heart  

3. Zacchaeus, the crooked tax collector, found salvation and gave half his money to 

the poor and paid back everyone he cheated 4x what he owed them, the first 

church sold their positions and shared all that they had 

iii. That’s what we need – we need our desires to be transformed – we need our love to grow 

for God’s church so that we are falling over one another looking for an opportunity to 

give because we have found the joy of giving 

II. Faithful Stewardship 

2Co 9:1-5  Now concerning the ministering to the saints, it is superfluous (required, necessary) for me to 

write to you;  (2)  for I know your willingness, about which I boast of you to the Macedonians, that Achaia 

was ready a year ago; and your zeal has stirred up the majority.  (3)  Yet I have sent the brethren, lest our 

boasting of you should be in vain in this respect, that, as I said, you may be ready;  (4)  lest if some 

Macedonians come with me and find you unprepared, we (not to mention you!) should be ashamed of this 

confident boasting.  (5)  Therefore I thought it necessary to exhort the brethren to go to you ahead of time, 
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and prepare your generous gift beforehand, which you had previously promised, that it may be ready as a 

matter of generosity and not as a grudging obligation.  

a. Amo 1:1  The words of Amos, who was among the sheepbreeders of Tekoa, which he saw 

concerning Israel  

i. Words which he saw – interesting description but not uncommon in scripture 

1. How did God create the universe? God said – God spoke 

2. Joh 1:1  In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 

Word was God. 

3. Joh 1:14  And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His 

glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth. 

ii. God’s Word has substance, it can be seen and felt. God’s Word and His actions are one in 

the same – when He speaks it is so, we aren’t left to wonder if it will come to pass. 

b. Simply not the same with us – our word, our promises, our commitments – we break them all the 

time 

i. We stand before the one that we love and commit our lives to them – until death do us 

part – and then things get difficult and we part 

ii. Our commitment only goes as far as our convenience, once that commitment starts to 

hurt, once it draws a little blood we bail (result of living in a culture that isn’t willing to 

suffer) –  

iii. The church in Corinth probably believed they would give – their Spirit was willing but 

once they were faced with the reality of parting from their beloved money they saw that 

their flesh was weak 

1. Talking about change feels good – talking about getting healthy, talking about 

saving money, creating a budget, and getting out of debt, talking about quitting 

smoking and drinking, talking about spending more time in prayer, talk, talk, talk 

a. “Talk is cheap because supply exceeds demand” 

2. Our flesh is satisfied with talk in place of action because it doesn’t cost anything 

a. Talk is cheap unless it is coming out of the mouth of God – then it’s pure 

gold 

iv. 1Jn 3:18  My little children, let us not love in word or in tongue, but in deed and in 

truth. 

1. We can say we love our church family but if we don’t equally take on the 

responsibility of supporting our church family how deep is that love? 

2. “You can give without loving but you can never love without giving” 

3. Joh 13:35  By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for 

one another." – what message does it send to the world when the body of Christ 

is constantly struggling to make ends meet 

4. Mat 5:14-16  "You are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot 

be hidden.  (15)  Nor do they light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a 

lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in the house.  (16)  Let your light so 

shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in 

heaven. 

a. A generous people testify of a generous God 

c. Paul says he wants their giving to be a matter of generosity and not as a reluctant obligation 

i. A result of the Holy Spirit’s work in their lives and not because of guilt or shame 

ii. One author wrote that “Christian fund raising has reached the end of its tether after it has 

adequately informed us of the need. (Meaning – that should be the beginning and end of 

Christian fund raising) Convincing is the terrain of the Holy Spirit and we dare not 

abrogate (get in the way of or do away with) His work.  

1. Once the need is presented it is the Holy Spirit that does the conniving. Our 

responsibility is to submit to the leading of the Spirit. 



2. Jesus promised that when we walk in the Spirit, walk where we He leads us, we 

are abiding in Him and that is where our joy is made full 

iii. The problem is many churches no longer trust the work of the Spirit and have turned to 

psychological manipulation to raise funds. Pastors put on their used car salesman persona 

and pass the offering plate around 4, 5, 6 times to get their intended result 

1. No wonder giving in the church is so misunderstood – someone forwarded me a 

video of a well-known pastor doing his very best to convince his congregation to 

purchase a second jet for his travels. You will never get that here – the need is 

presented and then it is up to the Holy Spirit to convince 

II. Sowing and Reaping 

2Co 9:6-9  But this I say: He who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and he who sows bountifully will 

also reap bountifully.  (7)  So let each one give as he purposes in his heart, not grudgingly or of necessity; for 

God loves a cheerful giver.  (8)  And God is able to make all grace abound toward you, that you, always 

having all sufficiency in all things, may have an abundance for every good work.  (9)  As it is written: "HE 

HAS DISPERSED ABROAD, HE HAS GIVEN TO THE POOR; HIS RIGHTEOUSNESS ENDURES 

FOREVER." 

a. This is what separated the Macedonian churches from the church in Corinth – they believed this 

Spiritual truth – it changed how they lived 

i. Same thing that Paul taught the elders in Ephesus - Act 20:35  I have shown you in every 

way, by laboring like this, that you must support the weak. And remember the words of 

the Lord Jesus, that He said, 'It is more blessed to give than to receive.' "  

ii. We all nod our heads and say “yes” and “amen” but we go on living the same way we 

always have 
There's a story of a king who went into his village to greet his subjects. He wandered through the streets and as he was 

doing that he came across a beggar sitting by the roadside. The beggar eagerly held out his hand, sure that the king 

would give him something of value. Instead the king looked down at him and made a most unique request. He asked the 

beggar if he would please give him something? Taken aback the beggar remembered that his pocket was full of grains of 

rice that he was saving for dinner. He fished around and pulled out three little grains of rice and dropped them into the 

king's hand. At the end of the day when the beggar poured out what he had received for the day, he found to his 

astonishment at the bottom of his bowl three grains of solid gold and he wished he had given the king everything. 

1. I am not saying that God will make every man who gives rich beyond their 

wildest dreams but this statement seems pretty cut and dry - He who sows 

sparingly will also reap sparingly, and he who sows bountifully will also reap 

bountifully.   

2. What does bountifully mean – I don’t know for sure but I think we should find 

out! 

b. God doesn’t need our resources but He wants our trust. He wants our devotion. 

i. He challenges our faith with one of things we hold dearest to hearts. Are you willing to 

put your money, your resources in my hands? Do you trust me with it? 

ii. That’s one question we immediately know the answer to. My faith in God and my faith in 

His promises is immediately and continually tested in this very area. Do I truly trust God? 

Do I take Him at His Word? 

1. Just so we understand that this is in fact a Biblical principal let me give you a 

couple more verses 

2. Pro 19:17  He who has pity on the poor lends to the LORD, And He will pay 

back what he has given.  

3. Pro 11:24-25  There is one who scatters, yet increases more; And there is one 

who withholds more than is right, But it leads to poverty.  (25)  The generous 

soul will be made rich, And he who waters will also be watered himself. 

4. “That’s Old Testament stuff” – okay, Luk 6:38  give, and it will be given to you. 

Good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, will be put into 

your lap. For with the measure you use it will be measured back to you." 



iii. I may not know what that promise looks like for each of us but I know it goes much 

beyond simple financial wellbeing 

1. And God is able to make all grace abound toward you, that you, always having all 

sufficiency in all things, may have an abundance for every good work. 

2. Don’t we want to know what the looks like – all grace, all sufficiency, all things – 

seems pretty exhaustive and God is able! 

III. It’s All His 

2Co 9:10-11  Now may He who supplies seed to the sower, and bread for food, supply and multiply the seed 

you have sown and increase the fruits of your righteousness,  (11)  while you are enriched in everything for 

all liberality, which causes thanksgiving through us to God. 

a. Paul continues the analogy of our resources being a seed. Who gave us the seed? It’s all the 

Lord’s anyway 

b. How foolish would a farmer be who received a bag of seeds and said to himself this is too 

valuable to plant? If I keep this bag of seeds in my room than I can keep it safe but if I plant it in 

the ground I can’t see it anymore. I’m not going to plant it.  

Matthew 15: 14 “For the kingdom of heaven is like a man traveling to a far country, who called his own 

servants and delivered his goods to them. 15 And to one he gave five talents, to another two, and to another 

one, to each according to his own ability; and immediately he went on a journey. 16 Then he who had received 

the five talents went and traded with them, and made another five talents. 17 And likewise he who had received 

two gained two more also. 18 But he who had received one went and dug in the ground, and hid his lord’s 

money. 19 After a long time the lord of those servants came and settled accounts with them. 20 “So he who 

had received five talents came and brought five other talents, saying, ‘Lord, you delivered to me five talents; 

look, I have gained five more talents besides them.’ 21 His lord said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful 

servant; you were faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler over many things. Enter into the joy of your 

lord.’ 22 He also who had received two talents came and said, ‘Lord, you delivered to me two talents; look, I 

have gained two more talents besides them.’ 23 His lord said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant; 

you have been faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler over many things. Enter into the joy of your 

lord.’ 24 “Then he who had received the one talent came and said, ‘Lord, I knew you to be a hard man, reaping 

where you have not sown, and gathering where you have not scattered seed. 25 And I was afraid, and went 

and hid your talent in the ground. Look, there you have what is yours.’ 26 “But his lord answered and said to 

him, ‘You wicked and lazy servant, you knew that I reap where I have not sown, and gather where I have not 

scattered seed. 27 So you ought to have deposited my money with the bankers, and at my coming I would have 

received back my own with interest. 28 Therefore take the talent from him, and give it to him who has ten 

talents. 29 ‘For to everyone who has, more will be given, and he will have abundance; but from him who does 

not have, even what he has will be taken away. 

c. It’s God who supplies the seed, it’s God who tends the seed, it God who grows the seed and 

creates a harvest, and it is God who supplies the bead for our nourishment. 

i. Our responsibility is to plant it where he has instructed us to plant it – to plant it in eternal 

things, eternal investments, things that will last 

2Co 9:12-15  For the administration of this service not only supplies the needs of the saints, but also is 

abounding through many thanksgivings to God,  (13)  while, through the proof of this ministry, they glorify 

God for the obedience of your confession to the gospel of Christ, and for your liberal sharing with them and 

all men,  (14)  and by their prayer for you, who long for you because of the exceeding grace of God in you.  

(15)  Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift! 

d. When we take care of our church financially we not only provide for the physical needs of our 

body but we provide for the Spiritual needs 

i. Paul says your giving will result in abounding thanksgivings to God – when the church in 

Jerusalem has heard of your generosity towards them, your love for them it will 

encourage them, it will build their faith – God will be glorified  

ii. What an amazing testimony that could be for our family here at Central 


