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2CORINTHIANS 
 

We Will Not Give Up 

2 Corinthians 4 

Dad Jokes for Father’s Day -  

“What time did the man go to the dentist? Tooth hurt-y.” 

“The cashier at the grocery store asked me if I would like the milk in a bag and I replied, ‘No, just leave it in the 

carton!’” 

"I was walking through the house and a book fell on my head, I only had my shelf to blame." 

“Why do chicken coops only have two doors? Because if they had four, they would be chicken sedans!” 

“How do you make a Kleenex dance? Put a little boogie in it!” 

I. Loyalty 

a. Characteristic I value most in my dad – loyalty 

i. A word you don’t hear used much anymore unless your referring to man’s best friend 

ii. We live in a temporary, throw away society – if something or someone isn’t serving your 

purposes anymore you toss it 

1. Entire stores built on this premise – Goodwill and Savers 

b. What is loyalty?  

i. Encyclopedia Britannica traces the first use of the word loyalty back to the 15th century 

when it primarily referred to fidelity in service, in love, or to an oath that one has made. 

ii. Webster’s defines it as having or showing complete and constant support for someone or 

something 

iii. In the NKJV the word loyal is only used once – technically twice but it was the same 

event in two different gospels – Jesus is teaching the disciples that man can only serve 

one God 

1. Mat_6:24  "No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and 

love the other, or else he will be loyal to the one and despise the other. You 

cannot serve God and mammon. (personification of worldly things) 

iv. Here lies the true definition of loyalty – continued commitment under duress 

1. Commitment in the face of temptation and trial and testing 

2. That’s what makes my dad’s loyalty so special to me – he has remained faithful to 

his wife, to his family, to his church, and first and foremost to Jesus 

3. I know that loyalty didn’t come without sacrifice 

4. What do we find Paul addressing in Chapter 4? Loyalty. 

2Co 4:1-18  Therefore, since we have this ministry, as we have received mercy, we do not lose heart.  (2)  But 

we have renounced the hidden things of shame, not walking in craftiness nor handling the word of God 

deceitfully, but by manifestation of the truth commending ourselves to every man's conscience in the sight of 

God.  (3)  But even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing,  (4)  whose minds the god of 

this age has blinded, who do not believe, lest the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of 

God, should shine on them.  (5)  For we do not preach ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord, and ourselves 

your bondservants for Jesus' sake.  (6)  For it is the God who commanded light to shine out of darkness, who 

has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.  (7)  

But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellence of the power may be of God and not of us.  

(8)  We are hard-pressed on every side, yet not crushed; we are perplexed, but not in despair;  (9)  persecuted, 

but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed— (10)  always carrying about in the body the dying of the 

Lord Jesus, that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our body.  (11)  For we who live are always 

delivered to death for Jesus' sake, that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our mortal flesh.  (12)  So 

then death is working in us, but life in you.  (13)  And since we have the same spirit of faith, according to 
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what is written, "I BELIEVED AND THEREFORE I SPOKE," we also believe and therefore speak,  (14)  

knowing that He who raised up the Lord Jesus will also raise us up with Jesus, and will present us with you.  

(15)  For all things are for your sakes, that grace, having spread through the many, may cause thanksgiving 

to abound to the glory of God.  (16)  Therefore we do not lose heart. Even though our outward man is 

perishing, yet the inward man is being renewed day by day.  (17)  For our light affliction, which is but for a 

moment, is working for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory,  (18)  while we do not look at 

the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen. For the things which are seen are temporary, 

but the things which are not seen are eternal. 

c. Look at the bookends to this chapter – Paul brackets this section of his letter with this statement: 

i. Verse 1 - Therefore, since we have this ministry, as we have received mercy, we do not 

lose heart. 

ii. Verse 16 - Therefore we do not lose heart. 

1. We do not lose heart – we faint not – root word used is evil - we do not do evil –  

2. We are hard-pressed on every side, yet not crushed; we are perplexed, but not in 

despair;  (9)  persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed— 

(10)  always carrying about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life 

of Jesus also may be manifested in our body.   

3. Despite the temptation we do not snap back to our evil ways - we remain 

committed, we remain steadfast, we remain faithful in the face of immense 

pressure – faithful to what? To the truth, to Jesus, and the call He has placed on 

our lives. 

iii. (2)  But we have renounced the hidden things of shame, not walking in craftiness nor 

handling the word of God deceitfully, but by manifestation of the truth commending 

ourselves to every man's conscience in the sight of God. 

d. I am certain that loyalty to our wives, loyalty to our children, faithfulness to our church family, 

starts and ends with our loyalty to Jesus 

i. Throughout scripture we see that the Lord is very concerned about a mutual loyalty in 

which He has always held up to His side – “You will be my people and I will be your 

God” 

1. Our command “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, mind and 

strength.” 

2. That means - when other things battle for our primary affection we resist that 

temptation because our loyalty remains to Jesus – for many that’s not the case 

ii. A young man in the army confided to his friend that he never went out with another girl if 

he was within fifty miles of home, his loyalty went fifty miles. 

1. Oswald Chambers writes “To be faithful in every circumstance means that we 

have only one loyalty, and that is to our Lord...The idea is not that we do work for 

God, but that we are so loyal to Him that He can do His work through us.”  

e. For too many Christians it’s a stretch to say “I do not lose heart” but they are at the brink 

i. “Paul may say we do not lose heart but I’m almost there” – “I’m discouraged, I’m 

exhausted, I’m ready to give up.” 

ii. This chapter is for you – we will all find ourselves in the place and Paul’s teaching is a 

tonic for our souls 

II. Ministry Burn Out 

(1) Therefore, since we have this ministry, as we have received mercy, we do not lose heart 

a. We’ve all heard the term burnout in relation to ministry right? 

i. Called to a certain area of ministry – start out excited, energetic over time the passion 

starts to fade – not as exciting, start going through the motions – no longer a privilege, 

now it’s a chore 

ii. People will tell you, your just burned out – like it’s the natural progression of ministry – 

you do something for a while and then once the joy is gone you stop 

1. Where in scripture do we find this? – Paul never uttered these words 



2. He did say “I am poured out for you” but he never left a city or town saying I’m 

just burned out 

3. Paul was often exhausted, spent, physically and emotionally weak from serving 

others but the burnout Christians experience today is much, much different 

a. Burnout is a hardening of one’s heart towards God and His people 

b. When we stop loving – simply going through the motions  

iii. Two reasons this happens –  

1. We’ve started something in the flesh with selfish motivations or ambitions 

a. And it’s all good when we’re feeling appreciated, getting pats on the back, 

getting noticed, once that stops and our expectations are not being met 

we’re done 

2. The other reason this can happen - we’ve started something in the Spirit and 

we’ve continued in the flesh 

a. We’ve made it about us and our abilities, our talents, our gifts – the 

ministry hangs on us – too much of a burden to bare 

b. Paul understood that the ministry he had been given was a gift of mercy. 

i. Some people believe they have earned the right to minister, to teach, to preach, to lead 

God’s people – unfortunately you see this sometimes with students fresh out of Bible 

College 

ii. No one is worthy to preach the Gospel, none of us are worthy to share the remarkable gift 

of salvation and redemption with anyone 

1. It’s not even our gift to share. Have you ever had the oppurtunity to be the bearer 

of good news? Someone did something amazing for someone else but they 

wanted to remain anonymous so they asked you to give that person the good 

news. 

a. You get to be the recipient of the joy and happiness even though you had 

nothing to do with the gift… 

b. Welcome to the ministry – Paul got this, he was simply a vessel with the 

privilege of carrying the Good news 

c. I’m reminded of this every time I step into this pulpit – I don’t deserve to 

be here 

d. And since I don’t deserve it and I didn’t earn it – all that is left for me is to 

get out of the way – let God’s truth do its work 

i. That’s not to say there isn’t a responsibility to this ministry or even 

a cost 

(7)  But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellence of the power may be of God and not of 

us. 

c. What is that treasure that we carry inside of us? (4) The light of the gospel of the glory of 

Christ, who is the image of God (5)  For we do not preach ourselves, but Christ Jesus the 

Lord, and ourselves your bondservants for Jesus' sake.  (6)  For it is the God who commanded 

light to shine out of darkness, who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge 

of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.   
i. Jesus shining through the believer – the light of Christ – that is why Jesus tells us that we 

are now the light of the world 

ii. Most Christians want that treasure to be made more evident, the light of Christ to shine 

all the more brightly 

1. That is until we hear what it will cost 

2. J Vernon Mcgee once preached “The analogy of earthen vessels takes us back to 

the incident at the time of Gideon. (Story epitomizes the verse through my 

weakness, He is made strong) In Judges 7 we read that Gideon took only three 

hundred men with him to free their land of innumerable Midianite invaders. Each 

man had a trumpet and a torch and a pitcher or an earthen vessel. They carried 



their torches in the earthen vessels so that the light couldn't be seen from a 

distance. Then when they got among the Midianites, they broke the earthen 

vessels. It wasn't until the earthen vessel was broken that the light could shine 

out.” 

iii. This ministry that we have been given by the mercy of God is a ministry of brokenness 

1. Psa 51:17  The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit, A broken and a contrite 

heart— These, O God, You will not despise. 

2. David is repenting of sin – he has finally seen his sin for what it is  

3. We need our hearts broken over our own sin and the sin of others and then the 

light of Christ will shine through 

a. A man who is loyal to Christ is willing to be broken for Christ 

b. Isn’t that exactly what Jesus did for us – take eat, this is my body broken 

for you 

d. We’ve seen two reasons Paul was able to stand fast, to not lose heart 

i. He understood it wasn’t his ministry and he was willing to be broken for the sake of the 

Glory of the Gospel. Here’s the third thing that kept him going. 

III. The Discouragement of Rejection 

a. One of the most difficult and discouraging things in ministry is the continual rejection of the 

Gospel 

i. You have this wonderful gift and you offer it and it is refused 

ii. Not just the gift of the Gospel for salvation, but the work of the Gospel for sanctification 

– believers who are selling out, missing out. You want so bad for them to experience all 

that God has for them and they simply won’t hear you. 

(3)  But even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing,  (4)  whose minds the god of this 

age has blinded, who do not believe, lest the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of 

God, should shine on them. 

b. Paul sees this rejection for what it is. Mankind has been blinded to the light of the Gospel 

i. It is amazing to me how cruel and judgmental we can be to unbelievers who are simply 

doing the only thing they know how to do 

ii. How terrible would it be to criticize a blind man for having to feel his way around a 

room? Or to look down on a paralyzed man that can’t keep up with you 

1. We do it all the time – “I can’t believe they live like that!” “I can’t believe they 

talk that way” – Paul can, because he knows they have been blinded, they are 

disabled, they are sick, and his heart breaks for them. He has a great deal of 

compassion for them just as Jesus does. 

a. How dare we judge the way they live without providing them a better way 

2. Jesus’ harshest words were directed at the self-righteous – but it was for the lost 

that He was found weeping 

c. When we begin to understand this it is much more difficult to become discouraged when people 

reject the Gospel 

i. Instead our heart softens all the more. We begin to pray harder, love more deeply, allow 

our hearts to break all the more for them so that Jesus would shine through the darkness 

ii. Discouragement in ministry comes from making it about me – maybe I haven’t said it the 

right way, maybe my technique is off, maybe it’s our lighting, maybe it’s our music 

1. No! It’s the heart of man! Paul was rejected often violently and his heart 

continued to break for His people.  

iii. In the midst of all that rejection people we’re getting saved – the light of Christ was 

illuminating dark hearts – the same God that spoke light into existence was shining the 

light of the knowledge of the Gospel into the hearts of sinners and saving them and Paul 

got to be a vessel for that radical transformation  

1. We get to be a part of that. 

 



IV. Conclusion 

a. Are we discouraged this morning? Losing heart? Have we crumbled under the pressure and 

snapped back into sin? Then we’ve lost sight of the Glory of the Gospel and placed our eyes on 

ourselves. Forgotten where our loyalties lie 

i. We need to be broken so that Jesus can shine through   


