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I. INTRODUCTION 

A. In our last teaching the Apostle Paul compared Christians to "incense": giving off the 
fragrance of Jesus Christ to a desperate world. 

1. To the Lord we are the very fragrance of Jesus Himself. 
a) To other believers and those who would believe, we are the fragrance of 

life. 
b) To those who will not believe, we are the fragrance of death. 

 
B. In Chapter 3, Paul takes the illustration of LIFE and DEATH a little further! 

1. He compares the Law with grace. 
2. The Old Covenant (based on the TEN COMMANDMENTS), with the New Gospel. 

a) One being a ministry of death and the other being a ministry of life! 
3. A specific group of people known as "Judaizers" existed at the time, and their form 

of ministry is still around. 
a) It was the "GOSPEL OF LEGALISM" 

(1) Which is an oxymoron in and of itself! 
(a) “Gospel” means “good news” and “legalism” – not so much. 

b) The Judaizers major emphasis was that salvation was not possible through 
Jesus Christ alone! 
(1) They taught faith in Jesus Christ plus the keeping of the Old 

Testament Law. 
(2) They actually taught that the believer was "perfected" through 

keeping the Law not by the grace of God. 
(a) Paul called them "peddlers" of the Word in 2 Cor. 2:17. 

(i) 2Co 2:17  For we are not, as so many, peddling 
the word of God; but as of sincerity, but as from 
God, we speak in the sight of God in Christ. 

(b) Here in Chapter 3 he shows the futility of their logic as he 
contrasts Law and Grace! 

 
II. HIS FIRST CONTRAST - TABLETS OF STONE VERSUS HUMAN HEARTS 3:1-3 

A. (2 Corinthians 3:1-3 NKJV) 1 Do we begin again to commend ourselves? Or do we 
need, as some others, epistles of commendation to you or letters of 
commendation from you? 2 You are our epistle written in our hearts, known and 
read by all men; 3 clearly you are an epistle of Christ, ministered by us, written 
not with ink but by the Spirit of the living God, not on tablets of stone but on 
tablets of flesh, that is, of the heart. 

B. The Judaisers argued that they carried letters of recommendation from the "important" 
people in Jerusalem and that Paul had no such letters! 

1. Paul's argument was that he didn't need approval from man! 



 2 
a) His commendation was their (the Corinthian Christian’s) faith! 
b) They were a walking testimony of God's anointing upon Paul’s life! 

(1) These Corinthian's (and the whole Jewish nation) had the Law for 
generations but it was unable to change them because it was 
external! 
(a) It had no power to change their lives, only to reveal their sin. 
(b) When Paul came to Corinth with the "good news" of God's 

grace, it completely changed their lives. 
(i) The Holy Spirit resides in the heart of the believer.  He 

must be asked in!!  Holiness is no longer an external 
thing, but a matter of the heart!!! 

(ii) In other words, Paul is saying, "We don't need letters 
of recommendation.  Your changed lives are all the 
testimonials we need." 

 
III. HIS SECOND CONTRAST DEATH VERSUS LIFE 3:4-6 

 
A. (2 Corinthians 3:4-6 NKJV) 4 And we have such trust through Christ toward God. 5 

Not that we are sufficient of ourselves to think of anything as being from ourselves, 
but our sufficiency is from God, 6 who also made us sufficient as ministers of the 
new covenant, not of the letter but of the Spirit; for the letter kills, but the Spirit 
gives life. 

B. Paul had just made a statement that could be taken the wrong way! 

1. He made it very clear that his trust and sufficiency was in the Lord!! 
2. Legalism is very “ego inflating” because it believes that we can become "spiritual" 

if we obey the Law. 
a) But it says in Matthew, that even some of the most “religious” on the 

outside were corruption the inside. Matt 23:27 (NKJV) "Woe to you, 
scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you are like whitewashed 
tombs which indeed appear beautiful outwardly, but inside are full of 
dead [men]'s bones and all uncleanness.  

3. The "Gospel" on the other hand, teaches that we are helplessly and hopelessly 
lost and cannot do any thing about it apart from Jesus Christ! 
a) Romans 3:20 Therefore by the deeds of the law no flesh will be 

justified in His sight, for by the law is the knowledge of sin. 
b) Romans 3:23 For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 
c) Romans 3:28 Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith 

apart from the deeds of the law. 
d) Romans 3:27 Where is the boasting then? It is excluded. By what 

law? Of works? No, but by the law of faith. 
e) Romans 4:16 Therefore it is of faith, that it might be according to 

grace so that the promise might be sure to all the seed, not only to 
those who are of the law, but also to those who are of the faith of 
Abraham, who is the father of us all, 

f) Galatians 3:11 But that no man is justified by the law in the sight of 
God, is evident, for “The just shall live by faith.” 

g) Ephesians 2:8 For by grace you have been saved through faith; and 
that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God: 
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h) Paul's trust the grace of the Lord enabled him to say, I Corinthians 15:10 

But by the grace of God I am what I am:. . . 
 

C. He contrasts the "letter" with the "SPIRIT" 

1. The Law was given in order to "slay" man's "godself" concept! 
a) It was meant to leave us helplessly condemned on order to be saved by the 

work of the cross! 
b) Legalism makes us compete, compare, and measure each other to see 

how we are doing. 
(1) It is a ministry of the flesh, not the Spirit. 

c) Grace puts us all in the same category: 
(1) Saved by the grace of the Lord! 

 
IV. HIS THIRD CONTRAST FADING GLORY VERSUS INCREASING GLORY 3:7-11 

 
A. (2 Corinthians 3:7-11 NKJV) 7 But if the ministry of death, written and engraved on 

stones, was glorious, so that the children of Israel could not look steadily at the 
face of Moses because of the glory of his countenance, which glory was passing 
away, 8 how will the ministry of the Spirit not be more glorious? 9 For if the 
ministry of condemnation had glory, the ministry of righteousness exceeds much 
more in glory. 10 For even what was made glorious had no glory in this respect, 
because of the glory that excels. (a match compared to the sun) 11 For if what is 
passing away was glorious, what remains is much more glorious. 

B. Paul's reference here is from Exo. 34:29-35 regarding Moses at Mt. Sinai and the 
receiving of the TEN COMMANDMENTS. 

1. He didn't deny that the Law and the Tabernacle and the Temple was glorious, only 
that the new covenant of grace was far superior!  And he give the reasons: 
a) The glory of the New Covenant was spiritual life, not spiritual death! 7-8 

(1) Paul pointed out in Gal. 2:16 that the Law could not save a sinner. 
(2) In Gal. 2:21, that the Law could not make a sinner righteous.  
(3) Again in Gal. 3:2 that the Law could not give the Holy Spirit. 
(4) Nor give an inheritance in Gal 3:18. 
(5) Nor give life Gal 3:21 
(6) Nor could it give freedom in Gal. 4:8-10 

(a) If there was glory in that, how much more so in a ministry that 
brings life!!!!!! 

b) The glory of the New Covenant is righteousness, not condemnation. 9-10 
(1) The Law is a mirror that reveals how dirty our faces really are, but 

you can't wash in a mirror!! 
(a) Jesus is the only permanent cleanser for stains of sin. 

(2) The Law as a mirror is good, but it can't complete the job. 
(a) Without the "washing" of the Lord, the mirror just makes us 

feel more lost and hopeless. 
(b) The Law is good, but it pales in comparison to the completed 

work of the cross!!! 
c) The glory of the New Covenant is permanent, not temporary. vrs.11 

(1) The whole Jewish religious system ended in 70 A.D. when Rome 
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destroyed Jerusalem and the temple! 
(a) The Lord knew, and expressed through Paul, that the Old 

Covenant was "passing away". 
(i) In fact it would end approximately 19 years from the 

time of this writing! 
(b) The legalist's wanted these new Christians to go back under 

the Law and mix the two covenants.     
(i) "But why put your faith in something that is fading 

away when the New covenant of grace is growing 
stronger and stronger" was Paul’s reasoning! 

(c) The Temple was soon to be no more, but what remained was 
even greater! 
(i) Hebrews 9:11 But Christ came as high priest of the 

good things to come, with the greater and more 
perfect tabernacle not made with hands, that is, 
not of this creation; 

(ii) Hebrews 9:24 For Christ has not entered the holy 
places made with hands, [which are] copies of the 
true; but into heaven itself, now to appear in the 
presence of God for us: 

(iii) Revelation 21:3 And I heard a loud voice from 
heaven saying, “Behold, the tabernacle of God [is] 
with men, and he will dwell with them, and they 
shall be his people, and God Himself will be with 
them [and be] their God. 
(a)      Even when the temple is rebuilt, there will be 

no Shekinah glory in it because he now dwells 
with and in Christians!! 

        
V. PAUL'S FOURTH CONTRAST CONCEALMENT VERSUS OPENNESS 3:12-18 

A. (2 Corinthians 3:12-18 NKJV) 12 Therefore, since we have such hope, we use 
great boldness of speech— 13 unlike Moses, who put a veil over his face so that 
the children of Israel could not look steadily at the end of what was passing away. 
14 But their minds were blinded. For until this day the same veil remains unlifted 
in the reading of the Old Testament, because the veil is taken away in Christ. 15 
But even to this day, when Moses is read, a veil lies on their heart. 16 
Nevertheless when one turns to the Lord, the veil is taken away. 17 Now the Lord 
is the Spirit; and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty. 18 But we all, with 
unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being 
transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as by the Spirit of the 
Lord. 

B. The Apostle uses Moses and his veil to show us the freedom and openness we have 
under the Covenant of Grace. 

1. History shows us that even Moses didn't fully understand God’s grace! vs. 12-13 
a) When the Glory of the Lord began to fade from Moses' face he hid it to 

prevent the people from seeing it disappear! 
(1) Who wants to follow a leader that's losing his glory? 
(2) The word "end" in vrs 13 has two meanings = PURPOSE and 
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FINISH. 
(a) If we put the two together we can see that the Law had 

finished its purpose! 
(i) It was meant to fade in the light of something more 

glorious.  A Leader who's glory never fades! 
2. Paul moves to the nation of Israel. vs. 14-17 

a) Gentiles were coming to know the Lord by the thousands, but Paul's own 
people were rejecting Jesus as Lord. 
(1) Paul cites the reason as a "spiritual veil" 

(a) As Moses used the veil to prevent the people from seeing his 
fading glory; satan was using a spiritual veil to keep the Jews 
from seeing the increasing glory of the Son of God!   

(b) The veil in the Temple was torn down by the Lord to allow 
people access to God. 
(i) Legalism builds a new veil!II 2 Corinthians 4:4 . . .the 

god of this age has blinded. . . (the minds of them) 
. .  who do not believe, lest the light of the gospel 
of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God, 
should shine on them. 

(ii) 2 Corinthians 3:16 Nevertheless when one turns to 
the Lord, the veil shall is taken away. 

3. The personal application vs. 18 
a) Only Moses was able to go up the mountain and have fellowship with the 

Lord. 
(1) As Christians, we all can experience the Glory of the Lord and the 

mountain is not necessary. 
b) James 1:23 likens the word of God to a mirror. 

(1) As we look into God’s word, we see the Glory of Jesus written on 
every page, and the Holy Spirit transforms us into His image. 
(a) The word "transformed" in vrs 18 means = 

"METAMORPHOSIS" 
(i) From the worm to the butterfly by the power of the 

Lord's grace! 
(ii) Moses reflected the Lord's glory. 
(iii) Christians radiate the Lord's glory. 

(a) As we look into the word and discover more and 
more of who the Lord is we are changed from 
Glory to Glory as we become more like the 
Lord Himself!!! 

 
VI.  CONCLUSION 

A. Trusting in the Grace and Mercy of the cross doesn't mean we shouldn't honor Him with 
our lives! 

1. But, it can't be done externally! 
2. In other words, without the atoning blood of Jesus Christ, pleasing the Lord is 

impossible for "all have sinned"!!! 


