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THE APRIL FOOL 

 
I. INTRODUCTION 

A. Pranksters all over the world are celebrating today as “April Fool’s Day”! 

1. It has been celebrated for centuries, but its exact origins remain a mystery.  
a) Some historians speculate that April Fools’ Day dates back to 1582, when 

France switched from the Julian calendar to the Gregorian calendar, as 
called for by the Council of Trent in 1563.  

b) People who were slow to get the news or failed to recognize that the start 
of the new year had moved to January 1st and continued to celebrate it 
during the last week of March through April 1st became the target of jokes 
and hoaxes.  

2. April Fools’ Day spread throughout Britain during the 18th century. In Scotland, 
the tradition became a two-day event, starting with “hunting the gowk,” in which 
people were sent on phony errands (gowk is a word for cuckoo bird, a symbol 
for fool) and followed by Tailie Day, which involved pinning fake tails or “kick me” 
signs on people’s backsides. 

3. In modern times, people have gone to great lengths to create elaborate April 
Fools’ Day hoaxes. Newspapers, radio and TV stations and Web sites have 
participated in the April 1st tradition of reporting outrageous fictional claims that 
have fooled their audiences.  
a) In 1957, the BBC reported that Swiss farmers were experiencing a record 

spaghetti crop and showed footage of people harvesting noodles from 
trees.  

b) In 1985, Sports Illustrated tricked many of its readers when it ran a made-
up article about a rookie pitcher named Sidd Finch who could throw a 
fastball over 168 miles per hour.  

c) In 1996, Taco Bell, duped people when it announced it had agreed to 
purchase Philadelphia’s Liberty Bell and intended to rename it the Taco 
Liberty Bell.  

d) In 1998, after Burger King advertised a “Left-Handed Whopper,” scores of 
clueless customers requested the fake sandwich. 

e) Back in High School, I had a friend that wasn’t very mechanical, and he 
was having some trouble with his car.  Another buddy and I, convinced 
him to go into a local auto parts store and ask for a “water cooled muffler 
bearing” to fix his ailing car! 
(1) He did! 

 
II. HERE ARE SOME FAMOUS QUOTES ABOUT FOOLS 

A. “There's an old saying in Tennessee — I know it's in Texas, probably in Tennessee — 
that says, fool me once, shame on — shame on you. Fool me — you can't get fooled 
again.”  ― George W. Bush 

1. George W. was known for mixing up his words, his illustrations and his metafor’s  
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B. You can fool all the people some of the time, and some of the people all the time, but 

you cannot fool all the people all the time. Abraham Lincoln 
https://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/abraham_lincoln_110340 

C.  “The greatest lesson in life is to know that even fools are right sometimes.”  
― Winston S. Churchill 

D. “The greatest fools are ofttimes more clever than the men who laugh at them.”  
― George R.R. Martin, A Storm of Swords 

E. “There are two ways to be fooled. One is to believe what isn't true; the other is to refuse 
to believe what is true.” ― Kierkegaard 

F. “I am a fool for Christ...whose fool are you?”  
― Brother Andrew 

III. THE MAJORITY OF THE WORLD THINKS THAT JESUS IS A JOKE AND THE 
RESURRECTION WAS A HOAX! 

A. This one by A.J. Beirens pretty much sums it up: “Only those who are brainwashed and 
fools believe in the existence of a god.  …..”  

B. And yet Psalm 53:1 (NKJV) — 1 The fool has said in his heart, “There is no God.” 
They are corrupt, and have done abominable iniquity; There is none who does 
good.  

1. So who’s right?  Is it intellectual suicide to believe in Jesus Christ? 
a) Did He even exist? 

 
IV. WELL, NON-CHRISTIAN HISTORICAL WRITERS SAY, “YES!” 

A. Cornelius Tacitus (ca. AD 55– 120) was a Roman historian who lived through the 
reigns of over a half dozen Roman emperors. Habermas, Gary. The Historical Jesus (Kindle Locations 3632-
3635). College Press Publishing Co., Inc.. Kindle Edition. 

1. This is what he said this from his book “Annals” regarding Nero blaming the 
Christians for burning Rome:  
a) Consequently, to get rid of the report, Nero fastened the guilt and inflicted 

the most exquisite tortures on a class hated for their abominations, called 
Christians by the populace. Christus, from whom the name had its origin, 
suffered the extreme penalty during the reign of Tiberius at the hands of 
one of our procurators, Pontius Pilatus, and a most mischievous 
superstition(resurrection), thus checked for the moment, again broke out 
not only in Judaea, the first source of the evil, but even in Rome, where all 
things hideous and shameful from every part of the world find their centre 
and become popular. (KIND OF LIKE HOLLYWOOD.) Accordingly, an 
arrest was first made of all who pleaded guilty; then, upon their 
information, an immense multitude was convicted, not so much of the 
crime of firing the city, as of hatred against mankind. Mockery of every sort 
was added to their deaths. Covered with the skins of beasts, they were 
torn by dogs and perished, or were nailed to crosses, or were doomed to 
the flames and burnt, to serve as a nightly illumination, when daylight had 
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expired. Nero offered his gardens for the spectacle, and was exhibiting a 
show in the circus, while he mingled with the people in the dress of a 
charioteer or stood aloft on a car. Hence, even for criminals who deserved 
extreme and exemplary punishment, there arose a feeling of compassion; 
for it was not, as it seemed, for the public good, but to glut one man’s 
cruelty, that they were being destroyed. 

b) Now you might say, “Well, that report not very flattering for Christianity!”  
But that is the point!  Tacitus was NOT a believer.  This is what it does 
prove! 
(1) (1) Christians were named for their founder, Christ, (2) who was put 

to death by the Roman procurator Pontius Pilate, (3) during the 
reign of emperor Tiberius (AD 14– 37). (4) His death ended the 
“superstition” for a short time, (5) but it broke out again, (6) 
especially in Judaea, where the teaching had its origin. (7) His 
followers carried Christianity to Rome. (8) When the great fire 
destroyed a large part of the city during the reign of Nero (AD 54– 
68), the emperor placed the blame on the Christians. (9) Tacitus 
reports that this group was hated for their abominations. (10) These 
Christians were arrested after pleading guilty, (11) and many were 
convicted for “hatred for mankind.” (12) They were mocked and 
(13) then tortured, including being “nailed to crosses” or burnt to 
death. (14) Because of these actions, the people had compassion 
on the Christians. (15) Tacitus therefore concluded that such 
punishments were not for the public good but were simply “to glut 
one man’s cruelty.” Habermas, Gary. The Historical Jesus (Kindle Locations 3655-3660). 
College Press Publishing Co., Inc.. Kindle Edition. 

 
B. Jewish historian Flavius Josephus was born in AD 37 or 38 and died in AD 97. He was 

born into a priestly family and became a Pharisee at the age of nineteen. After surviving 
a battle against the Romans, he served commander Vespasian in Jerusalem. After the 
destruction of Jerusalem in AD 70, he moved to Rome, where he became the court 
historian for emperor Vespasian. 

1. From his book “Antiquities” there is a reference to James (and I quote), “the 
brother of Jesus, who was called Christ.” 

2. The second reference is this: 
a) At this time there was a wise man who was called Jesus. His conduct was 

good and (he) was known to be virtuous. And many people from among 
the Jews and the other nations became his disciples. Pilate condemned 
him to be crucified and to die. But those who had become his disciples did 
not abandon his discipleship. They reported that he had appeared to them 
three days after his crucifixion, and that he was alive; accordingly he was 
perhaps the Messiah, concerning whom the prophets have recounted 
wonders. 
(1) The point is this: from only two accounts - there is no denying that 

Jesus was a real person, wise and virtuous. 
(2) He had many disciples from Jews and Gentiles and Pilate had Him 

crucified! 
(3) The disciples reported that he had raised from the dead and 

appeared to them the 3 days after his resurrection. 
(4) The disciples became even bolder after His resurrection and even 
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James - His ½ brother became a believer! 
(a) And even Josephus said, “Perhaps he is the Messiah” 

spoken of by the prophets of old! 
 

V. ARCHEOLOGICAL EVIDENCE 

A. While a portion of Jerusalem was being prepared for the erection of new apartment 
buildings in 1968, an ancient Jewish burial site was uncovered. Located about one-mile 
north of the Old Damascus Gate. 

1. The most important discovery at this site (as it pertains to crucifixion) was the 
skeleton of a man named Yohanan Ben Ha’galgol, whose name was written in 
Aramaic on the stone ossuary.  
a) Yohanan was about five feet seven inches in height, was about twenty-

four to twenty-eight years old, had a cleft palate and was a victim of 
crucifixion.  

b) Still piercing his feet was a large nail about seven inches long that had 
been driven sideways through his heel bones, which indicates the 
direction in which the feet and legs were twisted in order to be attached to 
the cross.  

c) The nail pierced an acacia beam on the cross, which was anchored in the 
ground. Small pieces of wood still attached to the spike indicated that the 
beam itself was olive wood.  

d) An examination disclosed the fact that nails had also been driven between 
the radius and ulna bones in the lower arm (slide). The radius bone was 
both scratched and actually worn smooth. This latter result was apparently 
due to repeated friction caused by the crucifixion victim pulling himself 
upward in order to breathe, followed by sinking back down again. As the 
weight of the body was repeatedly moved in order to free the chest 
muscles, which inhibit breathing in the “down” position.  

e) Yohanan’s lower leg bones were broken.   
f) This is quite consistent with the dreaded Roman crucifixion spoken of in 

John 19: 31-32 as being normal procedure for crucifixion victims, but as 
you know, was not the case for Jesus.  They wanted Him to suffer! 
(1) John 19:31–32 (NKJV) — 31 Therefore, because it was the 

Preparation Day, that the bodies should not remain on the 
cross on the Sabbath (for that Sabbath was a high day), the 
Jews asked Pilate that their legs might be broken, and that 
they might be taken away. 32 Then the soldiers came and 
broke the legs of the first and of the other who was crucified 
with Him.  
 

B. The Shroud of Turin: 

1. Whether you believe that the Shroud is the actual burial garmet of Jesus or not – 
let me state some things that are indisputable: 
a) Both the man in the Shroud and Jesus -  suffered a series of punctures 

throughout the scalp from many sharp objects, a seriously bruised face, a 
horrible whipping (over 100 wounds from this beating have been counted 
on the shroud), abrasions on both shoulders from a rough, heavy object, 
and contusions on both knees. 
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(1) John 19:17–19 (NKJV) — 17 And He, bearing His cross, went 

out to a place called the Place of a Skull, which is called in 
Hebrew, Golgotha, 18 where they crucified Him, and two 
others with Him, one on either side, and Jesus in the center. 19 
Now Pilate wrote a title and put it on the cross. And the writing 
was: JESUS OF NAZARETH, THE KING OF THE JEWS  

b) Both men had the more normal wounds associated with crucifixion; 
namely, punctured feet and wrists.  

c) Strangely, both men escaped having their ankles broken, as was normal, 
but both had post-mortem chest wounds, from which blood and watery 
fluid flowed.  

d) Both men were buried hastily in fine linen and were buried individually. 
e) Even more interesting is the possibility that the image was caused by 

some sort of light or heat scorch that emanated from a dead body in the 
state of rigor mortis. In short, the converging scientific facts show that the 
body left the cloth by some as yet unknown means. 

f) The shroud contains no bodily decomposition, indicating that the body 
exited the cloth after a comparatively short interment. Furthermore, 
according to the scientific team pathologist, the body was probably not 
unwrapped, as indicated by the fact that many of the bloodstains were 
intact (including the blood clots), since such action would have disturbed 
the bloodstains.  

g) Some researchers have asserted that sophisticated methods such as 
photographic enhancement and computer analysis are able to identify one 
of the coins placed over the eyes of the man in the shroud as a lepton of 
Pontius Pilate, minted between AD 29-32. 
(1) The Greek word “Lepton” means “small” or “thin” – think widows 

mite!  (It would take a value of 40,000 lepton to equal 1 US dollar.) 
h) And lastly they have proven that the carbon dating that was used to say 

the Shroud was a fake has been proven to be inaccurate. 
(1) Many scholars challenged the 1988 tests, strictly on scientific 

grounds, charging that serious problems occurred.  
(2) For example, various cloth samples with known dates were 

pretested by a number of major laboratories, but achieved incorrect 
dates of up to many centuries! With regard to the shroud sampling 
itself, the material was not taken from three different locations, but 
came from the same portion of the material, known as “Raes 
Corner.” Although this is the most contaminated section of the 
famous cloth. 

 
VI. BIBLICAL EVIDENCE 

A. It has been said of Jesus: 

He was born in an obscure village The child of a peasant woman 
He grew up in another obscure village Where he worked in a carpenter shop Until he was thirty  
He never wrote a book  
He never held an office 
He never went to college 
He never visited a big city 
He never travelled more than two hundred miles From the place where he was born 
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He did none of the things Usually associated with greatness 
He had no credentials but himself  
He was only thirty three  
His friends ran away 
One of them denied him 
He was turned over to his enemies 
And went through the mockery of a trial 
He was nailed to a cross between two thieves While dying, his executioners gambled for his clothing 
The only property he had on earth  
When he was dead 
He was laid in a borrowed grave Through the pity of a friend  
Nineteen centuries have come and gone 
And today Jesus is the central figure of the human race And the leader of mankind's progress 
All the armies that have ever marched 
All the navies that have ever sailed 
All the parliaments that have ever sat 
All the kings that ever reigned put together 
Have not affected the life of mankind on earth 
As powerfully as that one solitary life  

Dr James Allan © 1926.  

1. Luke 9:20–22 (NKJV) — 20 He said to them, “But who do you say that I 
am?” Peter answered and said, “The Christ of God.” 21 And He strictly 
warned and commanded them to tell this to no one, 22 saying, “The Son of 
Man must suffer many things, and be rejected by the elders and chief 
priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised the third day.”  

2. Jesus changed the world! 
a) He was full of love and kindness and forgiveness, and those who believed 

in Him found life. 
b) He healed the sick and the lame, gave sight to the blind, and feed the poor 

and hungry.  
c) He never taught anarchy or rebellion and yet governments and religious 

leaders were afraid of Him and sought to kill Him. 
d) When Pontius Pilate said he would pardon one the “criminals” from jail 

and it came down to Jesus or the murderer Barabbas – the crown called 
out “BARABBAS”! 

3. Remember what George Martin said: “The greatest fools are ofttimes more 
clever than the men who laugh at them.” ― George R.R. Martin, A Storm of 
Swords 
a) It was not Jesus who was the fool, nor those who believe in Him as Savior 

and Messiah. 
(1) Perhaps it is time to rethink your position on whom Jesus is! 
(2) I will stand with Brother Andrew: “I am a fool for Christ...whose fool 

are you?” ― Brother Andrew 


